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This history of the Malpas Breretons and its many cadet1 branches begins with the marriage of Sir William 
Brereton and his second wife Margaret Done.    
 
The Malpas Branch of the Breretons separated from the elder Brereton Hall Breretons (which includes 
Lord Brereton of Brereton Hall) when Randle Brereton (son of Sir William and Margaret) married Lady 
Alicia of Ipstones.  
 
Note:  
the family of Sir William Brereton and his first wife Elen (née Egerton) can be found in CHAPTER 6.  
 

SIR WILLIAM BRERETON & MARGARET DONE 

 
8)  SIR WILLIAM BRERETON  
Following the death of Sir William Brereton’s first wife, William married Margaret (née Done) Davenport. 
She was the daughter of Sir John Done of the Parish of Utkinton, co. Cheshire. At the time of her marriage 
to Sir William she was the relict of  John Davenport.  Sir William and Margaret Done had issue: 

8.1) Sir Randle Brereton III of Malpas married Lady Alicia of Ipstones  
 
8.1)  SIR RANDLE BRERETON of  Malpas and  Shocklach  
Sir Randle Brereton, founder of the Malpas Line of  Shocklach, Wigland, Blymhill and Ipstones  was the 
Sheriff of Cheshire in 1428.  
 
He  married Lady Alicia of Ipstones, daughter and heiress of William Ipstones, Lord of Ipstones. Alicia 
was the grand-daughter of Sir John and Lady Eleanor of Ipstones, Cheshire.  The marriage  was 
recorded in a 1603  ‘Survey of Staffordshire,’ prepared by Sampson Erdeswick  Esq. The survey contains 
antiquities and is collated with manuscript copies and with additions and corrections by Wyrley, 
Chetwynd, Degge, Smyth, Lyttelton, Buckeridge, and others.   
 
Excerpt: There dwelled some time at Creswell a race of gentlemen of the same name, whereof the last Sir 
Henry was a knight.  From the Creswells it was passed to Sir John de Withers, alias Ipstones, had issue 
William Ipstones, who had issue Alice, wife of Sir Randulfe, a second son of Sir William Brereton, knt. Sir 
Ranulfe and Alice had issue sir William who had issue Ranulfe, who had issue sir Ranulfe Brereton, knt, 
now living. 
 
In 1410, Alicia’s grandmother Elizabeth (Beck) of Ipstones, released to Randle Brereton all the lands, 
tenements, rents and services which she held in Bedford, Billesley and Shawbury, for a term of twenty 
years ,at a rent of 14s per annum.  
 
Randle and Alice had issue: 
 

8.1.1) William2 Brereton of Borrasham, Denigh, married firstly,  Margret Harwood and secondly,  
Katherine Wylde co-heir of Thomas de Wylde of Borrasham.  

 
8.1.2)  Sir Randle Brereton of Ipstones married firstly, Katherine Bulkeley of Eaton 

and secondly,  Joanna  Holford (SEE CHAPTER 9) 
 

Isabel Brereton married Edward ab Madog of Puleston 
 

Margaret Brereton married Thomas Dymock, esq  
of Willington Hall, County of Flint and  Penley  

 
 

 
1 Not the main branch, typically when a younger son marries an heiress – i.e. Breretons of Tatton 
i 
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8.1.1) WILLIAM BRERETON of Borrasham (?-1450)3 
William Brereton of Borrasham 4  married Margret Harwood  

During the Middle Ages, according to Alfred N. Palmer, Wrexham historian Borras (then called 
Borrasham) formed two townships of the mesne manor of Isycoed, itself one of the manors of the 
marcher lordship of Bromfield; the townships were known as Borrasham Hwfa and Borrasham Riffri. 
Palmer noted that the name Borrasham was also written Burras or Borras (possibly from the Old 
English beorgas, "burial-mounds" and that the latter forms came to be used for the township in order 
to avoid confusion with Bersham. 

There was no issue from the marriage between Margret Harwood and William Brereton of 
Borrasham. 

William married secondly Catherine (or Catrin) de Wylde, 5  heiress of Thomas de Weyld of, 
Borrasham and his wife Margaret Kynaston, daughter of Sir Roger Kynaston of  Burres, Denigh, 
Wales.  

 
 

The Wylde family crest was a silver background with a black chevron,  

 on a chief of three martlets of the field. 
 
William and Catherine had issue: 

 
8.1.1.1)   Edward Brereton of Borrasham, Denbighshire, Wales,  

married firstly, Elizabeth Royden of Pulford and secondly, Dorothy Hanmer 
 
 

EDWARD BRERETON & ELIZABETH ROYDON 
 
8.1.1.1) EDWARD BRERETON of Borrasham, Denigh, Wales 
Edward Brereton married his first wife, Elizabeth Roydon of Pulford, Cheshire, daughter of John 
Roydon  of Pulford and his wife Maude, daughter of Sir Roger Puleston of Emral Hall, Flintshire.   
Edward and Elizabeth had issue: 

 
8.1.1.1.1) Randolphus Goch Brereton of Borrasham married Margaret Ellis Eyton 

 
8.1.1.1.2) John Brereton  of Borrasham married Margaret of Llaneurgain of Fychan 

 
8.1.1.1.1) RANDOLPHUS GOCH BRERETON of Borrasham  
Randolph married Margaret Eyton, daughter of Elis ab Elis  of Rhiwabon and Berrenet 
Bulkeley (daughter of Thomas Bulkeley).  They had a daughter and heiress: 
 

Jane Brereton, married Robert ab Edward ab Edward ab David ab Madlog ab Llywellyn 

 
3     Some references from ‘A Book of North Wales by S. Baring-Gould’ 
4    The chart which follows identifies Margaret Heywood as a first wife; however, I have not found any supporting data. 
5    References include: Annals of the Counties and Families of Wales, page 402; also,  Archaeological Cambrensis, Vol. XV, 

thirdly.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Township_%28England%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isycoed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcher_Lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bersham
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 who was an ancestor of the Traffords of Trefford. At some point Jane married Robert son of 
Edward Pulesdon of Esclusham.  

 

 
 

Trafford of Trafford, Baronet 1841. 

6 The following information is from a document by Baines’ Lancashire:  Trafford is in the 
parish of Eccles, and here the ancestors of this family are said to have been established even 
before the Norman Conquest. The pedigree given in Baines's Lancashire professes to be founded 
on documents in possession of the family, but some of it is certainly inaccurate, and cannot be 
depended on: Ralph de Trafford, who is said to have died about 1050, is the first recorded 
ancestor, but this is before the general assumption of surnames, which, as Camden observes, are 
first found in the Domesday Survey. On the whole, it may be assumed that the antiquity of the 
family is exaggerated, though the name no doubt is derived from this locality at an early period. 

Arms.—Argent, a gryphon segreant gules. See "Hearne's Curious Discourses," 1771, for the 
supposed origin of the Trafford Crest,  

8.1.1.1.2) JOHN BRERETON OF BORRASHAM married Margaret daughter and heiress of 
Richard ab Ieuan ab David ab Ithel Fychan of Llaneurgain, Flintshire. Richard was descended 
from Ednowain Bendew (one of the noble tribes of Wales). They had issue: 
 

Margaret Brereton married Thomas ab John 
 

Jane Brereton married first, Edward Borras and   
secondly,  Cynwrig ab Howel of Glan y Pwll, in Borrasham 

 
8.1.1.1.2.1) Owain Brereton of Borrasham was high sheriff for the county of Denbigh 

married firstly, Elizbeth Salusbury and second, Catherine Salusbury  
SEE CHAPTER 10  

 

Elizabeth Brereton married firstly, John Caurden, of Chichester. They had a son Richard 
Caurdes, Dean of Chichester. She married secondly, John ab Madog ab Ieuan ab David  

And thirdly, Robert Wynn ab Morgan of Sonlil. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDWARD BRERETON & DOROTHY HANMER 

 

 
6 See Baines's Lancashire, iii. 110. 
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8.1.1.1) EDWARD BRERETON of Borrasham, Denigh, Wales 
Edward married secondly,  Dorothy Hanmer, daughter of Sir Richardvp Hanmer of Flintshire and 
Margaret Kynaston (daughter of  Sir Roger Kynaston). Edward and Dorothy had issue: 

 
8.1.1.1.1) Thomas Brereton, Rector of Llaneurgain, 1539 Vicar of Gresford, 1566. 

 
Elizabeth Brereton married James Eyton 

 
Joanna Brereton married Cynwrig, son of Richard of Penachlech 

 
Catherine Brereton married Lancelot Lloyd of Yr Orsedd Goch  

 
8.1.1.1.1) THOMAS BRERETON  
Thomas was Rector of Llaneurgain in 1539 Victor of Gresford in 1566. He married Margaret 
daughter of Ithel ab Gruffydd ab Belyn of Nerscwys. They had issue: 
 

Peter Brereton, M.A., Vicar of Llanfihangel, in 1597 married Jane,  
daughter of Owain ap John ab Howel Fychan 

 
Hugh Brereton 

 
John Brereton 

 
Randolph Brereton 

 
Dorothy Brereton married William Lewys of Wrexham 

 
Mary Brereton 
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SIR RANDLE BRERETON & KATHERINE BULKELEY 

 
9)  SIR RANDLE BRERETON I of Ipstones and Malpas (living in 1468)  
Randle married first, Katherine Bulkeley, daughter of William Bulkeley of Eaton. The Wettenhall and 
Cuddington Brereton branches are descended from Randle and Katherine.  They had issue: 
 

9.1) Bartholemew Brereton of Grafton married Anne Fitton 
 

9.2) Randle Brereton of Ipstones and Staffordshire who married first,  Emma Carrington,  
daughter of John Carrington and second,  Katherine Manley (SEE CHAPTER  11) 

 
Anne Brereton (1433-1480). In 1460, in Flintshire, she married Thomas Dymock  

They had a son Thomas who married Janet Pulestone 
 

Cecily Brereton married Roger ab John Puleston 
 

Philippa Brereton married Hywel ab Leaun 
 

Alewin Brereton married Iorwerth Goch  
 

Anna Brereton married Richard Ireland of Oswestry (1440-?)  
They had a daughter Cecily Ireland,  

 
Ralph Brereton of Iscoyd, Flintshire – His wife was probably Joanna7  

They had a daughter Margret/Margaret Brereton  
who married firstly, Sir John Holford  

and secondly, Henry Sacheverell of Derbyshire  
 

Owen Brereton of Bicklow, Malpas 
 

Elizabeth Brereton married firstly,  John Caurden, son of Richrd Caurden  
who became Dean of Chichester secondly, John ab Madog of Ieuan ab David  

and third, Robert Wynn ab Morgon of Sonlli. 
 

9.1) BARTHOLOMEW BRERETON of Grafton  
Bartholomew Brereton born 1463, married Anne Fitton, daughter of Robert Fitton. They had issue: 

Bartholomew Brereton 
 

John Brereton 
 

Ralph Brereton 
 

Margaret Brereton 
 

9.1.1) Humphrey Brereton 
 

Anne Brereton married John Stringer of Crewe 
 

Catherine Brereton married Rawlin Warburton 
 

Joan de Brereton 
 

Elizabeth de Brereton 
 

 
7 Joanna is shown as his widow, in a 1534 document 
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Isabelle Brereton married Thomas Pershall of Ranton, Staffordshire 
(see ‘History and Genealogy of the Pershall Family in England and America  

by Clarence E. Pershall, 1928). 
 
9.1.1) HUMPHRY BRERETON of Malpas 
Humphrey Brereton was a poet and one of his most enduring ballads involves ‘Lady Bessy” wife of 
King Henry VII of England. The ballad, which is from ‘the Song’  can be found in its entirety in “The 
Pictorial Book of Ancient Ballad Poetry of Great Britain’, edited by J. S. Moore 1860.  
 
Humphry was identified in early notes by Thomas Heywood, F.H.S as ‘a Cheshire man, from Malpas’.  
In the pedigree of the Breretons of Shochlach and Malpas, a younger branch of the house of the same 
named seated at Brereton Hall, Humphry appears to have been the third son of Bartholomew Brereton, 
and to have lived in the reign of Henry the Seventh.  He (Humphrey) left three daughters; the eldest 
marrying into the (neighbouring)  family of Dod of Edge.  Humphry is described in the Dod pedigree 
as seated at Grafton, a township near Malpas. 
 
The following story which identifies Humphrey Brereton is an excerpt (which I have edited) from 
‘Observations of one of the old Cheshire Families by Sir Fortunatus Dwarris, c. 1848.  
 
Sir Randle Brereton, grandson of the founder of this line, was Chamberlain of Chester. ….He built the 
Brereton Chapel in the church of Malpas in 1522, where he was buried, leaving issue nine sons and 
three daughters. He had a brother, Humphrey Brereton of Malpas, and a cousin of the same name (of 
Humphrey), the third son of Bartholomew Brereton, of Grafton. One of these two (the latter it is 
surmised) was the author of the interesting poem, entitled "The Pleasaunt Song of the Ladye Bessye " 
of which the narrative is very lively, the sentiment just, and the manners singularly naive and true. The 
recited personal services of the gallant young esquire justify the extraordinary confidence reposed in 
him by the veteran Stanley and the adventurous young princess. Regarded too (as Miss Strickland, 
from the confirmation it has received from a variety of quarters, considers it should be) as an historical 
document, its narrative serves to explain the extraordinary favour which each branch of the Breretons 
is found to have enjoyed under the Tudor dynasty. For the bright sunshine of royal favour, in which 
this family at that time basked, it was clearly not indebted to any remarkable political or military 
services rendered to their party; for, though it can be detected that at least the elder branches of the 
Breretons were Lancastrians, a long minority seems to have kept the head of the family out of the 
struggle of the Roses, and that disastrous battle of Blore Heath, so fatal to the Cheshire aristocracy. 
. 
HUMPHREY BRERETON (wife unknown) had issue: 
 

Emma Brereton (1502 - ?)  heiress of her father, Humphrey Brereton  
married John Dod, esq.  of Edge, Parish of Malpas,   
son of David Dod and Anne Massey of Coddington.  

 
Anne Brereton married John Stringer of Crewe 

 
Catherine Brereton who married Rawlin Warburton of Edge. 
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Llewenni Hall 

 
SALUSBURY FAMILY 

 
 
The Salusbury family was an ancient Welsh family of Flintshire, in the most north-eastern county in Wales.  
It borders the English County of Cheshire to the east, Denbighshire to the west and Wrexham to the south.  
Flintshire was located in the Welsh Marshes and formed part of the historic Earldom of Chester and Flint.  
Therefore, it is not surprising to find the Cheshire Breretons in Wales.   
 
The following information is from an on-line history authored by Roger Virgoe:  
Owen Brereton, Esquire returned by Banbury for the Parliament of 1563 to replace Francis Walsingham, 
who had chosen to sit for Lyme Regis, was no doubt the ‘servant and daily attendant upon’ Sir Francis Knollys, 
who brought several actions in Chancery during that year. Knollys was knight of the shire for Oxford and a 
powerful figure in the county. This man’s identity with Owen Brereton of Borras, a Denbighshire gentleman 
who was justice of the peace and twice sheriff, is proved by one of the cases, in which the complainant calls 
himself son and heir of John Brereton, and is termed by his opponent—his wife’s grandfather, Sir John 
Salusbury—‘a gentleman well friended and allied and dwelling in the same shire where the said defendants 
inhabit’. Other cases mention his lands in Denbighshire and his second wife Katherine. 

Brereton was also a servant of Sir Robert Rochester, comptroller of the Queen’s household under Queen Mary, 
and presumably he joined Knollys’s service after Rochester’s death in 1557. In 1562 he was planning to go to 
Italy, but there is no evidence that he went. The patent rolls show a pardon of outlawry for him dated 6 Feb. 
1570 in respect of a debt of £100, for which he had ‘surrendered himself to the Fleet prison’. He remained an 
active servant of Knollys at least until 1580, presumably spending more time in Denbighshire as he grew 
older.  

His appointment as sheriff in 1580 may indicate that he had left Knollys’s service and retired to his estates. 
During his second term as sheriff, he was one of the principals in the notorious Denbighshire election of 1588, 
when he secured the return of his favoured candidate against the opposition of the Salisbury’s, his kinsmen 
by marriage. Besides his inherited lands Brereton leased certain property in Denbighshire from the Crown. 
No inquisition post mortem survives, but that of his grandson and namesake, who outlived him only some 
seven years, reveals a comparatively small amount of freehold land. Brereton died old, probably shortly 
before August 1595, when letters of administration were issued to his son Edward. 

http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/rochester-sir-robert-1500-57
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 OWAIN BRERETON & ELIZABETH SALUSBURY 
 

10) OWAIN BRERETON of Borras Hovah, Wrexford, Denbighshire and London, England (? – 1595). Owen 
Brereton of Borrasham, High Sheriff of Denbigh (1581-1588)8 married twice.  His first wife was Elizabeth 
Salusbury, only daughter and heir of John Salusbury of Llyweni .  Her mother was Katherine daughter and 
heiress of Tudor ap Robert Fychan of Berain, in the Parish of Llanrhaiadr, Denbighshire.   
 
Owain Brereton and Elizabeth had issue: 
 

10.1) John Brereton  of Esclusham married Margaret (née Wynn) Wigfield .  
 

William Brereton, Army Captain 
 

10.2) Roger Brereton of Haghton Bangor, Flints 
 

Mary Brereton married firstly,  Cynwrig Hanmer 9of Caer Fallwch in Llaneurgain ab  
ab Richard Hanmer ab Howel ab David ab Ither Fychan.  

She married  secondly,  Harri Jones.  
 

Thomas Brereton 
 

William Brereton 
 

10.3) Edward Brereton of Borras married Ann Lloyd 
 

10.4) Andrew Brereton of Llanfair married Martha Bannester 
 

Elen Brereton married George Kywr, Esq. of Plas Cadwgan (Cadwgan Hall)  
 

Owain Brereton, Army Captain 
 

Randle Brereton, Army Lieutenant 
 

Dorothy Brereton married Robert Trevor. Esq. 
 

Catherine Brereton married William Lloyd, Esq. 
 of Plas Madog House/Mansion) Parish of Rhiwabon, 

 
Sarah Brereton 

 
Thomas Brereton, Vicar of Flint, married Margaret of Ithel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OWAIN BRERETON & CATHERINE SALUSBURY 

 
8   Reference to his appointment as Sheriff of Denbigh can be found in the document Archaeologia Cambrensis. Another source 

references Owen Brereton of Boras, called Plsy-Moras or Borosham (Paraish of Wreham) as Sheriff in 1581. Author note- 
Boras is not in Wrexham 

9   Another reference identifies her first husband as Cynwrig Ashpool Esqu. 
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Owain Brereton married his second wife, Catherine (née Salusbury) Lloyd, daughter of Harri Goch 
Salusbury of Llywesog, Parish of Llanrhaiadr.  Catherine’s first husband was Lloyd of Bodidrie. 
 
Catherine and Owain had no issue; however, Catherine’s oldest son from her second marriage (to Lloyd) 
was Evan Lloyd (?-1587) who married Elizabeth (she was a widow at the time) daughter of Thomas Mostyn 
of Mostyn, Flints. The Lloyds of Bodidris were descended from the Princes of Powys (through the female line) 
and were one of the more prominent families in East Denbighshire in the 13th century as were Salusbury 
family. Of West Denbighshire.  John Lloyd inherited a substantial estate including leases of crown land in 
Denbigh 

 

JOHN BRERETON & MARGRET (née Wynn) EMPSON OF ESCLUSHAM 

 
10.1) JOHN BRERETON OF ESCLUSHAM  
John of Esclusham  (? – 24 January 1622) married Margaret (née Wynn ) Empsom.   She was the 
daughter of Hugh Wynn of Wigfair, Meriadog and the widow of Robert Empsom of London.  John died 
on 24 January 1622 and was buried at Wrexham.  . 
 
Jacob Youde William Lloyd (1818-1887) received her Majesty’s license to assume the old name Lloyd of 
Clachfaen in lieu of Hinde and also bear the arms of Lloyd. He was generally known as Chevalier Lloyd of 
Clochfen.   He was the son of James William Hinde of Langham Hall, Essex and his wife Harriet Youde 
daughter and co-heiress of Rev. Thomas Youde of Clonfaen at Plasmadog.  
 
 According to the Montgomery Collection, Volume 25, Lloyd  died unmarried and his estates passed to his 
niece, Harriet Julia Morforwyn the wife of George Hope Verney, Esquire 
 
John and Margaret had four daughters, who were co-heirs: 

 
Elizabeth Brereton (?-1665) married Thomas Bulkeley of Coedan, Anglesey 

 
Jane Brereton married firstly,  John Ffachnallt of Ffachnallt, Flint, in Tegeinngl, by whom  

They  had a daughter Jane who married Richard Evans, Parson of Cilcain (Village in Flintshire) .  
Jane married secondly, Owain Lloyd, second son of William Lloyd of Plas Madog,  Rhiwabon 

 
Dorothy Brereton 

 
Elen Brereton 

 
10.2 ROGER BRERETON (?-1617) of Haghton Bangor Flints, Wales & Hinton, Whitchurch, Salop  
Roger Brereton, who is also identified as “of Gresford”, was the third son of Owen Brereton and 
Elizabeth Salusbury.  
 
Roger married firstly, Katherine Brereton, daughter of Sir William Brereton, Lord Chief of Ireland 
(grandfather of Lord Brereton of Brereton Hall) and secondly the widow of Edward Fulleshurst. 
 
Roger entered Lincoln’s Inn in 1598.  He became a Welsh politician who represented Flint in the House 
of Commons (from 1604 to 1611). He also sat on the bench as Justice of the Peace for Flintshire from 
1582 to 1617 and for Shropshire from 1598 to at least 1604. He was appointed High Sheriff of 
Flintshire (1591-1592.) Roger died in 1617 in Whitchurch, Salop. 
 
According to an on-line article, authored by Simon Healy, Roger Brereton left little trace on the records 
of his only Parliament. Arrested upon a King’s Bench writ a few days after the adjournment of November 
1605, he petitioned the Commons for privilege on 3 Feb. 1606 and was granted a writ of habeas corpus 
on 15 February. On 26 March Egerton’s man-of-business Francis Moore observed that Brereton had left 
Westminster without permission, and moved to recall him. Nothing more is known of the case.   There is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justice_of_the_Peace
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no record of a marriage or children of Roger Breretons. The next member of the family to sit in the 
Commons was Edward Brereton, who represented Denbigh Boroughs during six parliaments. 

 
EDWARD BRERETON & ANNE LLOYD 

 
10.3)  EDWARD BRERETON OF BORRASHAM (?-1598)  
Edward, High Sheriff for Denigh (1581 and 1598) held an Eisteddfod10 in 1597.  In the Annuals of the 
Counties and Families of Wales, by Nicholas Thomas, there is a reference to Edward Brereton of Borras 
being replaced as the High Sheriff, by Robert Sontley of Sontley in 1598.  Edward died that year – during 
his term in office. 
 
In 1551, Edward Brereton married Anna Lloyd, daughter of John Lloyd, Esq. of Yate and Bodidris. John 
Lloyd was High Sheriff for Denbighshire. Anne’s mother was Catherine (née Salusbury) Lloyd,  
daughter of Harri Goch Salusbury of Llanrhaiadr.  Anne and Edward had issue: 

 
10.3.1)  Owain Brereton of Borras (died 1603) married Sarah Eyton  

 
10.3.2)  Edward Brereton of Borras (? – 1648) 

 
Roger Brereton 

 
Catharine Brereton married John Lloyd  

 
Jane Brereton married Roger Bady of Stansti, Manor of Y Glewysegi 

 
Margaret Brereton 

 
10.3.1) OWAIN BRERETON (died 1603) 
Owain Brereton of Borras married Sarah Eyton, daughter and heiress of Edward Eyton. She 
inherited all her father’s land, except Park Eyton.  Owain and Sarah had issue: 
 

10.3.1.1) Owain Brereton of Borras (died 1648) married firstly, Frances Egerton  
and secondly, Dorothy Lloyd  

 
Following Owain’s death, in 1603, Sarah (née Eyton) Brereton married Ralph Egerton, Esq.    

 
10.3.1.1)  OWAIN BRERETON of Borras (died 1648)  
Owain Brereton married firstly, Frances Egerton, daughter of Ralph Egerton and sister of Sir 
Richard Egerton of Ridley, Cheshire.  Owain and Frances had no heirs.   
 
Owain married secondly, Dorothy Lloyd, daughter of Ryan Lloyd. They had issue: 
 

10.3.1.1.1) Edward Brereton (? – 8 July 1645)  married Jane Gruffydd of Cefnamwich11, 
of  Lleyn Caern. 

 
 
 
 
 
10.3.1.1.1)  EDWARD BRERETON (died  8 July 1644/5) 
Edward Brereton married Jane Gruffydd/Griffiths of Cefnamwich, Lleyn, Caernarvon,  
daughter of John Gruffydd.   Jane and Edward had issue: 
 

 
10 competitive festival of music and poetry in Wales. 
11   Source: House of Commons 1660, Volume 1:  Edward Brereton (1642-1725) of Borras, Denbigh Burroughs 
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10.3.1.1.1.1) Edward Brereton (1642  - 1725) of Borras, Denbigh  
 

Following Edward’s death (he predeceased his father Owen) his widow Jane (née) 
Gruffydd) Brereton married Humphrey Lloyd, Vicar of Rhiwabon (in the Borough of 
Wrexham, Wales) and Dean of the Diocese of St. Asaph, Wales. 

 
10.3.1.1.1.1) EDWARD BRERETON (1642 -- 1725) 
Edward Brereton, 2nd son of Edward and Jane (née Griffith) Brereton, was educated at 
Oriel, Oxford in 1659 and Lincoln Inn 1660.  Edward succeeded to the Borrosham 
estates on the death of his brother who died, in 1657,  without issue.  
 
Edward married his first wife, Elizabeth Lake (?- 1680) daughter of Sir Thomas Lake of 
Cannons Park, Edgware, Middlesex (Bart of Temple Dinsley). Their marriage licence was 
dated 22 November 1664. . 
 
There is a biography authored by  A. M. Mimardière and John. P. Ferris and posted on the 
History of Parliament Trust website which indicates that Edward Brereton of Borraham 
possessed some influence of his own, deriving from his position as a country gentleman and 
his personal involvement in the municipal affairs of all three of the corporations which made 
up the Denbigh Boroughs constituency’ they also suggest Brereton owed his seat chiefly to 
the recommendation of Sir Richard Myddelton. 
 
Edward held a number of civic positions including Sheriff of Denbighshire 1675-6 and 
1677-8, Alderman in 1692-3, Mayor, Councilman, Alderman etc. While he possessed some 
influence from his own position as a country gentleman and as a result of his personal 
involvement in municipal affairs.  
 
Upon reading the biography one gets the opinion that Brereton was very active as a 
Member of Parliament and not adverse to debate.  There is also reference to an altercation 
whereby, Sir Robert was very angry, and when the House rose, he struck Brereton over the 
head with a little cane just out of Westminster Hall. Brereton returned the compliment with 
two hard blows over the face with the head of his great cane. The article contains some 
interesting details about the work of the House during those years, however by November 
1705 Brereton was leading a ‘quiet, peaceable’ existence and presented a picture of a 
dutiful administrator, even becoming a voting stockholder in the Bank of England by 1710. 
He was dismissed from that role on the Hanoverian succession.  
 
Edward Brereton died 10 January 1725 (age 82) and is buried at Gresford, Denbighshire. 
At the time of his death, his possessions included lands in his home county and the 
ownership of a house in St. James’s, Westminster.  

 
Edward Brereton married Mary Sadlier,  

daughter of Edward Sadlier of Temple Dinsley12 
Thomas Brereton (?-1672) 

 
10.3.1.1.1.1.1) Humphrey Brereton (4 May 1678 – 15 January 1731)  

married Ann Bonts, of London.  

 
12  Temple Dinsley at Preston is recognised as ‘the most important preceptory (of the Templars) in the British Isles outside 

London’. The preceptory ‘became the most important in South East England’. Sir Ralph Sadlier  had  been granted the 
Manor of Standon, Herts by Henry VIII, he lived here rather than at Preston. However, his son, Edward Sadleir lived at 
Temple Dinsley. Following Sir Ralph’s death, Temple Dinsley then passed through five members of the Sadleir family over 
the next 170 years: Sir Ralph; Anne  (Sir Ralph’s daughter-in-law); Thomas (grandson of Anne); Sir Edwin (son of Thomas) 
and Sir Edwin jnr.      
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Owen Brereton, buried 27 November 1669 at Gresford 

 
John Brereton 

.  
On 23 December 1703, Edward married Elizabeth (née Owen) Anwyl, daughter of Sir.  She 
was the widow of Lewis Anwyl of Parc Llanfrothan.  This Elizabeth died in 1716.   
 

10.3.1.1.1.1.1) HUMPHREY BRERETON of Burras/Boras 
Humphrey Brereton was Sheriff of Denbighshire in 1727. Following his death, his 
estate was assessed to his sister Anne Brereton. Later it passed to John Robinson of 
Lytton (1745-64) who had married Humphrey’s daughter Leonora Brereton. John was 
the son of William Robinson Lytton. Leonora died on 13 March 1790 and the estate 
was purchased by Lord Kenyon that same year. 
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ANDREW  BRERETON & MARTHA BANNESTER 

 
10.4)  ANDREW BRERETON13 Plas Du Llanfair (1565-1649)  
Andrew, is identified as the son of Owain Brereton and Elisabeth Salusbury. In the publication ‘Powys 
Fadog he is described as an army lieutenant.  He has also been identified as a Stewart to Sir Thomas 
Myddelton the elder, of Chirk Castle; as Stewart he was responsible for the properties owned by Sir 
Thomas in the counties of Caernarfon and Merioneth.   
 

 
Chink Castle 

 
The following information about Chirk Castle, has been copied from the castle website:  
Chirk Castle, occupied virtually continuously as a castle and stately home for almost 700 years, sits on a 
hilltop with its best views over the Ceiriog valley to the south. The successor to two known mottes in the 
area, it was probably built by Roger Mortimer, of the powerful Marcher family, who was granted the area 
by Edward I after the Welsh defeat in 1282. He was almost certainly given royal assistance in its design 
and construction, and its similarities to Beaumaris14 (Castle)  suggest that work may have started as late 
as 1295, perhaps in response to the Welsh rising of 1294.   
 
Chirk Castle was purchased by Thomas Myddelton in 1595. He was the son of Sir Thomas Myddelton, 
Lord May of London, Governor of Denbigh Castle and founder of the East India Company. 
 
Andrew and his family also acquired land in the Caernarfon15 area and played a prominent part in local 
life for the next century or so.  The comment has been made that ‘Living where they did, hard by the 
Menai Straits, it is hardly surprising that several of his descendants crossed over into Anglesey”.  The 
Menai Strait is a narrow stretch of shallow tidal water about 25 km (16 mi) long, which separates the 
island of Anglesey from the mainland of Wales. 
 
Andrew Brereton married Martha Bannester (born 14 November 1578), daughter of John Bannester 
who died in 1581. Her mother was Elizabeth Starkey, daughter of  Sir Randle Brereton of Egerton  and 
his second wife, Isabel Butler.  Martha had five siblings born between the years, 1570 to 1578: John 
Brereton , Richard Brereton,  Eleanor Brereton, Francis Brereton and Elizabeth Brereton 
 
 Andrew and Elizabeth had issue: 

 
Frances Brereton married Wynne of Pant Hywel of Llandegfan in 1694  

10.4.1)  Richard Brereton of Ty Hen Llamanda married  
Jane Thomas of Llanwnda on 18 December 1870 

 
13    Information concerning Andrew Brereton was provided by his ancestor David Smart of Wales. He is the great-great-great-

great- grandson of Gwen and William Davies. He also provided a chart from J. E. Griffith’s Pedigrees of Anglesey and 
Caernarvonshire Families, page 7 – which follows the family of John Bannester and Eleanor Starkey.   

 14  Beaumaris Castle, in Beaumaris, Anglesey, Wales. 
15   near the Menai Strait 
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There is a memorial for Andrew Brereton in Llanfair-is-Gaer Church (Royal Commission of the Ancient 
and Historical Monuments of Wales. Andrew Brereton owned the famous Hengwrt Chaucer manuscript 
(now-national Library of Wales) and his children are identified in the manuscript.  The manuscript 
belonged to his father-in-law, John Bannester of Cheshire (?-1581).  
 
Another  memorandum, dated 1625, refers to Andrew Brereton (d. 1649) of Llanfair-is-gaer aand 
indicates that the next home of the manuscript was the remarkable library of Robert Vaughan (c. 1592-
1667) of Hengwrt, Meirionnydd. It remained there until it was bequeathed in 1859 to W.W.E. Wynne 
of Peniarth. Wynne’s son sold the manuscripts in 1904 to Sir John Williams, and he in turn presented 
the Peniarth manuscripts, including the Hengwrt group, to the newly-established National Library of 
Wales in 1909. 

 
10.4.1) RICHARD BRERETON of Ty Hen Llamanda married Jane Thomas of Llanwnda. They had 
issue: 

Thomas Brereton  born 1651 
 

10.4.1.1)  Owen Brereton of Ty Hen Liawnda (1641 - ?)  married Gwen Richard16  
 

Edward Brereton born 1648 
 

William Brereton of Llanwnda  
 

Andrew Brereton 
 

10.4.1.1) OWEN BRERETON of Ty Hen Liawnda (1641 - ?)   
Owen married Gwen Richard17 and had issue: 
 

Catherine Brereton of Tal y Sarn, Llandwrog 
 

Ann Brereton of Cae’r Bythod, Llandwrog 
 

Richard Brereton (1668-?) 
 

Elin Brereton (1676- ?)) 
 

Andrew Brereton (1674-?) of Beaumaris, Llandegfan, Wales 
 

Thomas Brereton (1682 - ?) 
 

10.4.1.1.1) William Brereton, married Catherine vach Cadwgan 
 

10.4.1.1.1) WILLIAM BRERETON 
William  married Catherine vach Cadwgan. They had issue: 

 
Dorothy Brereton (1700-?) 

 
Owain Brereton  (1701-?) 

 
 

Cadwgan Brereton, Y Benallt, Llandwrog, Co. Caernafonshire, Wales 
 

William Brereton (1721 -?) 

 
16  Information from a chart – Ty Hen a Bodgarad, Llanwnde; Car T Du, Llandwrog; Gesall Gyfarch, Penmorfan 
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Elin Brereton (1710-?) married firstly,  William Pritchard and secondly,  John Owen 

 
Note:  According to David Smart of Wales the line of John Brereton of Esclusham is now represented by J. 
Youde William Hinde, Esq. of Clochfaen. Hinde changed his name to Lloyd and published Powys Fadog. 
David is the great-great-great-great grandson of Gwen Brereton (1731-1774) who married William 
Davies of Conwy in 1764.  Gwen was the daughter of Richard Brereton (?-1731) grandson of Andrew 
Brereton of Plas Du Llanfair 
 
I have not succeeded finding Gwen Brereton who married William Davies. 
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SIR  RANDLE BRERETON & EMMA CARRINGTON 

 
11)  SIR RANDLE BRERETON  of Ipstones 
Sir Randle married firstly, Emma Carrington, daughter and heiress of John Carrington of Carrington and 
Isabel Beeston.  Randle married secondly, Katherine Manley, daughter of Nicholas Manley of Poulton.  
 
In Omerod’s history this Randle is identified as Excheker (Exchequer)  of Chester and as a ‘base’ 
(illegitimate or natural) son.  Sir Piers Dutton wrote about Randle, in 11 August 1536, indicating that 
Randle had taken the bodies of the Abbot of Norton and Rondull Brereton, baron of the kings’ exchequer 
of Chester, who were resisting the closing of Norton Abbey.   
 
When Randle died in 1537, he held a portion of Wettenhall Manor. As his heir, Thomas Brereton died 
without issue, his siblings, Elizabeth Brereton-Massey and John Brereton received  the Manor.  Randle and 
Emma:  

Ellen Brereton who married Nicholas Bruy (Bruyn of Tarvin) 
 

Elenor Brereton married Phillip Egerton 
 

Humphrey Brereton of Malpas 
 

Barden Brereton of Grafton  
 

Elizabeth Brereton married Roger Massie, esq.  of Coddington, co. Cheshire.   
He held the manor of Coddington and also held lands in Bechin.  

 
Owen Brereton (1485-1534)18 of Barrell/Barhill is identified as the illegitimate son  

of Sir Randle of Shocklach.  His son Randle Brereton married Elizabeth Orton, 
 daughter and heiress of …….Orton of Cuddington.  

They became the Breretons of Cuddington. Ormerod does not identify Elizabeth’s father;  
however, he is shown as John de Orton in another source 

 
11.1)  Sir Randle Brereton of Malpas19 married Eleanor Dutton 

 
11.1)  SIR RANDLE BRERETON of Ipstones, Shocklach, Wigland, Blymhill and Malpas 
Sir Randle married Eleanor Dutton, daughter of Piers Dutton of Dutton Hall20.  
 
Randle was the Chamberlain of Chester 1506-1532 also Knight Banneret and Knight of the body of 
King Henry VII. Eleanor and Randle had 12 children, including Sir Urian Brereton, founder of the 
Breretons of Handforth  and Sir Richard Brereton, founder of the Breretons of Tatton.  Eleanor and 
Randle had issue: 

 
11.1.1) Sir Richard Brereton (?-c 1556) married Lady Jane Stanley.  

 
Rev. Peter Brereton,  King's Chaplain and later Canon at Westminster  

and Master of Barts Hospital returned to Malpas and the Rectory where he died 
where he died a bachelor, in 1542. 

 
 

11.1.2) William Brereton, Chamberlain of Chester married Lady Stanley, 

 
18   Source: History of the County Palatine and City of Cheshire, vol 2 by Omerod – dated 1819.  Page 359 – title Cuddigton 
19   A Brereton with whom I have corresponded identified some discrepancies as regards this accounting of the Brereton history 

and the book ‘Opitulante Deo’ The Brereton Family of Cheshire AD 1100-1904 written by Robert Maitland-Brereton in 
1904; published by Irwin Hudson Co. of Portland, Oregon. E.g. Opitulante Deo identified Sir Randle Brereton IV as marrying 
Eleanor Dutton.  

20   In Cheshire – along the River Weaver 
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 dau. of Charles, Earl of Worcester 
 

11.1.3) Elizabeth Brereton married 1st Sir Richard Cholmonleley and 2nd Randal Mainwaring  
 

11.1.4)  Sir Randle  Brereton of Shocklach and Malpas married firstly, Elinor Egerton, 
 daughter of Philip Egerton and secondly,  Isabelle Butler/Boteler  

 
Rev. Thomas Brereton (?- 1511) Rector of Malpas 

 
Jane Brereton who married Thomas Hanmer 

 
Anne Brereton  married John Pershall21 

 
11.1.5) Sir Roger Brereton, Parish of Malpas married Katherine (Brereton) Fulleshurst 

 
11.1.6) John Brereton (? – 1542) of Wolsacre Rector of Malpas, Astbury, Bebington  

and St. Mary's Chester married Alicia. (Norfolk Brereton Branch) 
 

11.1.7) Sir Urian Brereton of Honford/Handforth (? –  17 March 1577)  
married 1st Margaret Honford and 2nd Alice Trafford 

 
Eleanor Brereton married John Egerton of Wrinhill (John’s 3rd wife) 

 
Sir Randle Brereton (1485-3 June 1530) and his wife Eleanor Dutton (1484-1522) are buried 
in elaborate tombs at St. Oswald's Church, Malpas, Cheshire, which are part of the Horton 
Warrington Unitary Authority of Chester.  I do have photos from my visit to the church and 
tombs; however, I would suggest you look at the wonderful photos on Craig Thornber’s 
website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
21    Notes of Rev. John Pershall and Harl, mss 1570, folio 176 
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SIR RANDLE BRERETON & CATHERINE MANLEY 
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11)   SIR RANDLE BRERETON II of Ipstones 
In his ‘History of the Breretons of Burros, in Denbighshire’ Dwarris wrote that he had nothing to add to 
the account, in Ormerod, respecting the moiety of the manor of Wettenhall (the Manley share in Wettenhall) 
acquired by marriage, and, together with other large possessions, enjoyed by a family bearing the Brereton, 
alienated early in the reign of Charles I. 
 
Sir Randle married secondly,  Catherine Manley daughter of Nicholas Manley of Poulton, gent,   The 
Ecclestone, Carrington and Coddington Brereton lines begins with the issue of Sir Randle and Catherine 
had issue: 
 

Thomas Brereton (c. 1514 - 1563) At the post mortem for his father Randle,  
23-year-old Thomas was said to be his father’s heir; however,  

Thomas died without issue in 1563 and the inheritance passed to his brother John 
 

Ann Brereton married Anthony Venables 
 

Margaret Elizabeth Brereton married  Robert/Roger Mascey of Coddington, esq. 
 

Alice Brereton  
 

Daughter who married a Mr. Plankey of Cheshire 
 

11.8) John Brereton of Wettenhall and Eccelston  
 

11.8)  JOHN BRERETON of Wettenhall and Eccelston 
John Brereton, born c.1516, was a younger son of Randle Brereton and Katherine Manley.   
married Florence Holt.  John and Florence had issue: 

 
Jane Brereton married Thomas Holme (Hulme) of Coddington. 

 
Following the death of his wife Florence,  John Brereton married Catherine Dutton , daughter of Foulk 
Dutton, Alderman, and Mayor of Chester. They had issue: 

 
11.8.1) Richard Brereton of Wettenhall and Ecclestone (1550-1625/6)  

 

Randle/Randolf Brereton,  
 

John Brereton of London married Miss Reiner of Lincolnshire and had a son Henry Brereton  
 

Mary Brereton who married William Aldersey of Chester 
 

Dorothy Brereton married Robert Bellett of Denbigh 
 

Ursula Brereton married John Hampton of Middlewicke 
 

Thomas Brereton 
 

Ann Brereton married Anthony Venables 
 

Margaret (or Elizabeth) Brereton married  
Robert Mascey of Coddington died 20 April 1533 

 
Alice Brereton married Robert Vaudry of Riddings 

Daughter married Plankney of Cheshire; 
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John’s father Randle held a share of the manor of Wettenhall  and when he died on 16 June 1537,  it 
passed to his elder brother,  Thomas who was thirty-two years of age, at the time.  Following Thomas 
death, as he had no issue, the family share of the Manor of Wettenhall  passed to his  Joan.   
 
When John died  20 August 1569, the Manor of Eccelstone, and lands in Chester, passed to his 19-
year-old son and heir Richard Brereton. At the post mortem it was held that John Brereton, esq, held 
the manor of Wettenhall from the Queen in capite22, by military service and also lands in Chester.    

 
11.8.1) RICHARD BRERETON of Wettenhall and Eccelstone (?- 25 January 1625/26)  
Richard (living in 1580) married Maude Hurleston, daughter of Richard Hurleston of Picton., Co. of 
Chester.   When Richard died on 25 January 1625/6) he was interred in Eccleston Church, County 
of Chester. 
 
Maude and Richard had issue:  

 
Elizabeth Brereton married Edward Cotton (?-1618) of County of Chester 

 
11.8.1.1  John  Brereton married Atholanta Pigot 

 daughter of Thomas Pigot  of Chetwind, County of Salop 
. 

Richard Brereton  
 

 George Brereton born c 1577- died young 
 

Hugh Brereton 
 

Edward Brereton married John Amson of Middlewich 
 

11.8.1.1) JOHN BRERETON 
John married Atholanta Pigot and had had issue: 
 

Thomas Brereton 
 

11.8.1.1.1) Richard Brereton  
 

Dorothy  Brereton 
 

Hugh Brereton (unmarried) 
 

Dorothy  Brereton 
 

Edward Brereton born 1649 
 
 
 

 
 
 

11.8.1.1.1) RICHARD BRERETON 
Richard Brereton married Mary Harnage of Calvely, widow of Thurston Holyshead.  
They had issue: 

 

 
22    Old English law, a capite was a tenure, abolished in 1660, either person or land was held immediately of the king, or of 

his crown, either by knight-service or socage. A holder of a capite is termed a tenant-in-chief. 
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11.8.1) RICHARD BRERETON 
Following the death of his first wife, Maude, Richard Brereton married Elinor (née Davenport) 
Holyshead, daughter of Hugh Davenport of Calveley and widow of Thurston Holyshead of 
Heawood.  They had no issue. 

 

 
 



 Randulphus (Randle) Brereton of Malpas     

 

                                                                                                                                                                              
©  This history was researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin  Updated Edition:  September  2021 

Contact information: website: breretonhistory.ca    email: contact@breretonhistory.ca 

27  of 67 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Randulphus (Randle) Brereton of Malpas     

 

                                                                                                                                                                              
©  This history was researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin  Updated Edition:  September  2021 

Contact information: website: breretonhistory.ca    email: contact@breretonhistory.ca 

28  of 67 

 
RICHARD BRERETON OF TATTON 

 
 

11.1.1) SIR RICHARD BRERETON (?-  1577) Sir Richard Brereton  married Jane (née Stanley) Ashton. 
 
Jane was the daughter of Sir William Stanley of Tatton and Joan Massey,  daughter of Sir Jeffrey Massey 
of Tatton ( c. 1438 - ?).   Jane’s mother Joan married three times, this history becomes complicated as 
one husband was a Brereton and, in some records Joan, and her daughter Jane are confused.  
Consequently, I am adding a paragraph regarding Joan Massey.  
 
Joan had three husbands; the first was Sir William Stanley, son of Sir William Stanley and Elizabeth Hopton. 
William and Joan had one daughter, Jane Stanley, before his untimely death in 1498. Three years previously, 
in 1495, William’s father had been beheaded and all the family possessions had been confiscated. Shortly 
after William’s death, Joan (née Massey) Stanley married a second husband, Edward Pickering.  I have not 
identified any issue by this marriage. Sir John Brereton was the third husband of Joan (née Massey) Pickering 
– She became Joan Brereton and this is often where the confusion occurs.   
 
As mentioned previously, Joan Massey and William Stanley had a daughter Jane Stanley.  When she was 
only eight years of age a marriage was arranged between Jane and John Ashton, son and heir of Sir Thomas 
Ashton of Ashton, Super Mersey, Cheshire.  John died, in 1513, at a young age.  No issue has been identified. 
 
Following John’s death, Jane (Stanley) Ashton married Sir Richard Brereton. This history follows this 
marriage.  

 
11.1.1) SIR RICHARD BRERETON (?-  1577)  
Sir Richard Brereton was the ninth son of Sir Randle Brereton of Ipstones and Eleanor Dutton.  He 
married Jane (née Stanley) Ashton and had issue: 

 

11.1.1.1) Richard Brereton of Tatton ( eldest son) married Dorothy Thurstan de Tildesley,  

 

11.1.1.2) Geoffrey Brereton of Tatton married Alice, daughter of Piers Leicester of Tabley 

 

Anne Brereton married to firstly, John Bouthe/Booth and secondly William Danforth 

 
11.1.1.1) SIR RICHARD BRERETON  
As Sir Richard and Dorothy Thurston of Tildesley, Lancashire died without issue their estates, 
including Tatton were settled on Richard’s  brother-in-law Thomas Egerton (c 1540-1617) the 
illegitimate (natural or base) son of Sir Richard Egerton and Alice Sparke of Bickerton.  Thomas 
attended Brasenose College, Oxford, and Lincoln Inn, becoming a lawyer.   
 
In 1581, he became Solicitor General to Queen Elizabeth and the next year the Queen promoted 
Thomas to the position of Attorney General. The next year he became a solicitor became a lawyer. 
He was an MP for Cheshire in 1584 and 1586, and was knighted in 1583.  Thomas was made Master 
of the Rolls in 1594 and Lord Keeper in 1596.  Richard and Dorothy died without issue. 
 
11.1.1.2) GEOFFREY BRERETON of Tatton ( 1535 – June 1565)  
Geoffrey Brereton of Tatton married Alice Leycester, daughter of Piers Leycester, of Nether Tabley.  
Geoffrey's father died in 1557 and as his older brother Richard was deceased, Geoffrey succeeded 
to the estates of the Breretons of Tatton.  Geoffrey Brereton was only 30 years of age when he died 
in 1565. Geoffrey and Alice had issue: 
 

Jane Brereton born c. 1533 
 

11.1.1.2.1) Richard Brereton of Tatton, son and heir married Dorothy Egerton,  
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Anne Brereton married firstly,  John Booth of Barton, Lancashire and secondly,   

William Danforth – no issue 
 
Following Geoffrey’s death, Alice who married Robert Charnocke.  She died 3 April 1572. 
 

11.1.1.2.1)   RICHARD BRERETON of Tatton 
Richard married Dorothy Egerton, daughter of Sir Richard Egerton of Ridley, Cheshire.  Dorothy 
died,  4 April 1629, leaving no issue.  
 
In his will, Richard Brereton had settled all of his estates, including Tatton,  on his brother-in-
law,  Sir Thomas Egerton, Lord Chancellor of England, from whom a junior branch, the Earls of 
Bridgewater are descended. Sir Thomas received the estates on 18 December 1598.  
 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE TATTON FAMILY 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Tatton Arms.—Quarterly argent and gules, four crescents counter 
changed 

 
Robert Tatton of Kenworthy, Northenden, who married the heiress 
of William de Withenshaw, alias Massey, towards the end of the reign 
of Edward III, is the first proved ancestor of this family, but there is reason to believe that he 
was descended from a more ancient house of the name, who were seated at Tatton in the twelfth 
century.   
 
Eventually Tatton  passed to the Egertons through the families of Tatton, Massey, Stanley, and 
Brereton.  
 
Over the years the Egerton family built up important collections of paintings, ceramics, furniture 
and books. The house was resigned to make the library a dominate feature, one most certainly 
intended for serious use. It housed one of the largest and most eclectic collections for a private 
library of its time and includes musical scores, classical antiquities and important works, many 
of them first editions, dating back to the 16th century. 
 

 
 
.  

 

WILLIAM BRERETON   &   LADY  ELIZABETH SAVAGE 

 
It is said that this William Brereton was an adventurer who lost his heart to a Queen and his head to the 
King. He was executed in 1536 over a charge of adultery with Anne Boleyn. Brereton, one of Henry's 
favored servants until his alleged indiscretion with the King's second wife, was among the most 
powerful figures in 16th century England.  
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11.1.2) WILLIAM BRERETON, (1490-17 May 1536) Chamberlain of Chester.  
The story of the life of William Brereton, from his noble birth at Malpas Hall in 1490 to his gruesome 
end on Tower Hill, 46 years later, coincides with a particularly vital chapter in Cheshire's history.  
Brereton's rise to power came at a time when the county (area of Malpas)  was virtually an independent 
territory with its own judicial machinery, its own laws, charters and taxes; it did not send 
representatives to Parliament and men freely spoke of crossing from Cheshire into England.  The fall 
of William Brereton cleared the way for Government reforms, which, in 1536, brought the county into 
line with the rest of the nation. 
 
During this time when primogeniture was the norm, as the 7th of 9 sons, William Brereton would not 
have expected to aspire to the life and power he attained. Consequently, William along with three of 
his brothers (including Urian) looked to the royal household of Henry VIII, the most glittering of all 
Tudor ways to wealth for advancement.  By 1521, William had become groom of the king's chamber 
and by 1524, groom of the privy chamber.  As holder of the latter post he was in close contact with the 
monarch and, by 1530, he was the greatest royal servant in Cheshire and North Wales, enjoying the 
wealth and power that came with his position.  The most lucrative of Brereton's grants from the crown 
arose from his connection with the Savage family of Clifton, later Rocksavage (Mansion of the Savage 
family, Cheshire).    
 
According to Dr. Ives23, William Brereton's, position in Cheshire and North Wales was the result of 
deliberate calculation and he used his authority with a good deal of freedom...not only to benefit his family 
but also to influence Cheshire politics where he seems to have been active as the head of the currently 
ruling faction.  
 
Behind his spectacular leap in status was Brereton's ability to secure the favour of his royal master.  
By 1530 he held the monopoly of crown offices in the northwest, beginning in 1523 with the role of 
Custodian of the Records of Chester and Flint and culminating seven years later in the county 
Chamberlainship on the death of his father. 
 
Also, the previous year , he had added to his wealth and sphere of influence by marrying Lady  Elizabeth 
Savage,  daughter of Charles, Earl of Worcester and widow of the grandson of Sir John Savage of Clifton, 
later Rocksavage. Through this union William and Elizabeth gained possession the whole of the 
property of the Savage family, which included eight manors and lordships in Cheshire (mainly in the 
Dane and Weaver Valleys from Bostock and Minshull Vernon to Clifton), important estates and coal 
mines in Derbyshire, and lesser holdings in Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire. Thomas brother of 
Sir John Savage was Archbishop of York and president of Henry VII's council.  
 
An earldom which the family received under Charles I was jeopardized by the behavior of Sir John's 
son and grandson, forcing the family first into debt and then to temporarily surrender its lands to the 
crown.  William Brereton secured the lease and as noted previously married the grandson's widow, 
Elizabeth, thereby securing the wardship of the heir.  Elizabeth was the daughter of Charles, Earl of 
Worcester and Lord Chamberlain. He (Charles) was a cousin of Henry VIII.  The marriage was followed 
by further grants from the crown, which gave Brereton and Lady Elizabeth control over the Savage 
fortune, until 1547. 
 
According to Dr. Ives, the offices and grants which brought such substantial revenues and reveal 
symptoms of England of that supposedly continental disease, the venality of office, conferred upon William 
Brereton a wide political authority also.  The bare facts are impressive enough.  By 1530 Brereton was 
sheriff and escheator of Merioneth, steward in the lordships of Chirk, Bromfield and Yale and the Holt; 
and chamberlain of Chester - offices which gave him authority extending from Cardigan Bay to the 
headwaters of the Mersey.  In 1532 he ceased to be directly active in Merioneth and instead became in his 

 
23   Letters and Accounts of William Brereton of Malpas, Edited by E. W. Ives, BA, Ph.D. Printed for the Record Society of 

Lancashire and Cheshire.1976 (Unwin Brothers Limited, The Gresham Press Old Woking, Surrey, England). Note: to view 
Dr. Eric Ives lecture delivered to the worldwide Brereton Family Reunion, 30 July 2001 visit website bruceb@brereton.org 
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own right sheriff of Flint, thus exchanging authority in the west and centre of Wales for the confirmation 
of his authority over Cheshire and the Dee basin.  Nor was it a matter of influence only in a number of 
lordships and counties. In Cheshire and in the Marcher lordships William had complete monopoly of major 
office. With hindsight the temptation is to assume that this authority was hollow; the days of Marcher and 
Cheshire independence were numbered.  But Brereton material tells a different story, of local power very 
much alive.  
 
Dr. Ives also writes that the involvement of so successful a courtier and local politician in the fall of Anne 
Boleyn can be ascribed to two factors.  The first was faction at the royal court, which, indeed, is the key to 
the whole Boleyn tragedy. In the early spring of 1536, courtiers opposed to Anne saw an opportunity in 
the king's casual interest in Jane Seymour.  They organized a powerful faction to put pressure on Henry, 
while others rallied to the queen.  Cromwell intervened against Anne; Henry was eventually persuaded to 
listen to her critics and they then dragged the queen down by using some of her supporters, Brereton 
included. The allegation of adultery was a pretext, but a devastating one.  
 
In addition to the public offices, Brereton held crown stewardships and leases, in particular as steward 
of the principal Duchy estates in the county, the honour of Halton and steward of Longdendale 
(northern Derbyshire).  The extent of Brereton's power (he held 36 offices in Cheshire and North 
Wales) should not be measured solely by his holdings but to this must be added the wide influence he 
possessed through relatives, friends and dependents who were in positions of importance. Brereton's 
base of power was Holt Castle.  
 
However, as Brereton expanded his empire and power, so too, his enemies increased and his eventual 
tragic death was the final downfall. The forces of Thomas Cromwell (Henry's chief adviser after the 
dismissal of Cardinal Wolsey, in 1530) and Brereton's uncle, Sir Piers Dutton of Halton, a life-long 
adversary, played a role.  
 
As far back as 1504-5 Sir Randolph Brereton had supported the Abbot of St. Werburgh against Dutton 
and in the course of that quarrel, he imprisoned Dutton in Chester Castle. When Laurence Dutton, the 
last legitimate male of the elder line of the Dutton family, died in 1527, a struggle for property between 
Piers Dutton and Brereton ensued.  
 
I have also included a separate article regarding William Brereton that was on the website,  From 
Tameside Metropolitan Borough 
 
William Brereton (1490-1536) was a courtier under Henry VIII and became the most powerful individual 
in Cheshire and North Wales under that king by the acquisition of extensive estates and crown offices in 
the period 1522-34. Among these grants was the stewardship of Longdendale which he received in 1525. 
His enormous wealth and power led to his downfall and execution. A supporter of Queen Anne Boleyn's 
court faction, Brereton along with others was accused of adultery with the queen. He was executed on 
Tower Hill in London on 17th May 1536 and his lands confiscated by the state. 
 
In 1530,  when Cardinal Wolsey was 'sacked' and the King wanted a letter to go to the Pope asking that 
his marriage to Catharine of Aragon be dissolved. William Brereton was given the task of getting 
signatures (from people in the whole of England) affixed to the letter.  The box, which held all the papers, 
has been saved and is in the Vatican archives.  
The end for William Brereton of Malpas came on Wednesday, May 17, 1536, when he was beheaded on 
Tower Hill - fortunately King Henry VIII spared him the usual bestiality of hanging, drawing and 
quartering. The alleged crime was high treason and his offence adultery with Queen Anne Boleyn. Four 
other men George Boleyn, Viscount Rochford (Anne's brother); Sir Francis Weston (close friend and page 
to the king); Sir Henry Norris and Mark Smeaton (court musician) were executed with William Brereton.  
Two days later the queen herself was executed.  He is buried in London, England in the Chapel of St. Peter 
ad Vincula 
 
For many years, few historians had been written about William Brereton's involvement in this affair 
and according to Dr. Ives, Brereton was even forgotten when the Norris family, the Westons and 
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supremely the Boleyns were restored to fortune. Yet, by an irony, William Brereton is incomparably better 
recorded than any of his fellow victims. 
 
There is an interesting comment in‘ Observations upon the History of the Old Cheshire Families,’ written 
by Fortunatus Dwarris, B.A., F.R.S., F.S.A. which indicates that Henry, eldest son of William Brereton 
was restored in blood in the reign of Elizabeth, but so cautiously did that politic princess proceed in this 
delicate case, that it was not till the thirteenth year of her reign that a private Act passed for that purpose.  
She could not have restored his father in blood, and thus vindicated the character of his mother, without 
reflecting upon the justice of her father, and invalidating the authority of the Crown; so, she adopted the 
course of restoring the son, at a distant date, and in a quiet way. 
  
Apparently when Brereton went to the gallows his last words were the cause whereof I die, judge not, 
but if you do, judge me right.  He had proclaimed his innocence.  In the 17th century to die with a lie on 
your lips was a terrible thing - consequently everyone at the beheading knew he was denying the 
accusation.  Upon studying the dates when Brereton was to have been involved in the misconduct, Dr. 
Ives indicates that on November 27, 1533 Queen Anne was, in all likelihood still in seclusion following 
the birth of daughter Elizabeth and on December 8, 1533, when they were to have been together at 
Hampton Court , court was being held elsewhere. It also appears that Brereton's arrest was an 
afterthought.  The first man charged was arrested on a Sunday, another three on Monday, Anne Boleyn 
on Tuesday and finally William Brereton on Wednesday. 
 
On his death the crown made sure that no one succeeded to his power; his offices were divided and 
few were given to local men. Thus, with the all-powerful Chamberlain disposed of, his property 
confiscated and his lands dispersed, Cromwell was able to present to Parliament the legislation that 
eventually led to the integration of Cheshire into the English political nation. The final ironic chapter 
to this tragic but fascinating tale came in 1540 when Cromwell, the man who had contrived to break 
Brereton, also fell victim to Henry's wrath and the executioner's axe. 
 
 William and Elizabeth had issue: 

11.1.2.1) Henry Brereton (died without issue) 
 

11.1.2.2)  Thomas Brereton who married Jane Baggott 
 

11.1.2.1) HENRY BRERETON 
As mentioned above, Henry was ‘restored in blood’24 by Queen Elizabeth II. I have not found a 
reference to his spouse; however, there is a reference to dsp - dying without issue.  
 
11.1.2.2) THOMAS BRERETON 
Thomas married Jane Bagott of Brethill, co. Staffordshire.  They had issue: 
 

Elizabeth Brereton  
John Brereton (?-1631) married Elinor25 daughter of Christopher Hasselwall (or Haslow) of 

Moston. He changed his name to Brewerton. He was Mayor of Chester in 1632.  
 

William Brewerton of Barrow married   
a daughter of Arthur Chantrelle of  Chester. 

 
In 1587 when Thomas was ailing, he prepared his will (proved in 1587) and referenced his desire 
to be buried in the ‘pish’ church of Sherborne,  Saincte/Saint John (Hampshire) . It appears that 
this church is still there and while I am unable to find the meaning of pish, I would suggest that 
the early writing may have said Parish.  

 
24 Re: death of his father William by King Henry VIII 
25    In the document ‘Visitation of Cheshire’ dated 1613 it ‘appears that Elinor/Eleanor was the widow of John Taylor of 

Whitley and also John Aston of Moston  
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All his children were recognized in his will and his daughter Elizabeth was his sole executrix. The 
overseers of his will included Sir John Savage, his brother Henry Savage,  and his nephew Edward 
Savage, Esq .  
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ELIZABETH BRERETON  &  SIR RICHARD CHOLMONDELEY 

 
11.1.3)  ELIZABETH BRERETON 
Elizabeth was the  sole daughter and heiress of  Sir Randle Brereton of Ipstones, Shocklach and Malpas 
and Eleanor Dutton and as such their estate would pass to Elizabeth and to the Cholmondeley family.  
Prior to 1514, Elizabeth married Richard Cholmondeley (1475 – 1518).   
 
This history will not follow the many issue of Sir Richard and Elizabeth Cholmondeley; however, I am 
including some information about the family and, in particular, the wonderful chapels, the resting place 
of Lady Elizabeth and Sir Richard,  at St. Oswald’s. 
 
The Cholmondeleys trace their ancestry to William Le Belward, Lord of a moiety of the Barony of 
Malpas Belward who married Tanglust, the natural (illegitimate) daughter of Hugh Kevelioc, Earl of 
Chester. 
 
According to Collins Peerage of England (vol IV or IX) dated 1812,  Elizabeth was Richard’s second 
wife;  his first wife was Elizabeth Corbet, daughter of Sir Roger Corbet of Morton Corbet, of  Salop and 
they had a daughter Maud Corbet who married Sir Peter Newton. 
 
Richard was one of the justices before whom fines were levied from 17 Henry VII to 24 Henry VIII and 
by the time Sir Richard died, he had seized 26 the manors of Cholmondeley, Church Minsule and Aston; 
and divers other manors and lands in Gildon, Sutton, Broughton, Pulton-Lancelyn, Whitley, Hawarden, 
Copenhunt, Laerton, Chorley, Badeley, Bierton, Malpas, Hampton, Ebnall, Tushingham, Bradley and 
Kinderton. 

 
CHURCH OF ST. OSWALD’S, MALPAS 

 
In the church of St. Oswald’s there are two chantries’, erected by the Cholmondeleys of Cholmondeley, 
and the Breretons of Shocklach and Malpas Hall. The Brereton chantry (sic vos, non vobis) is now 
known by the name of Egerton's Chapel, having passed, with the heirship general of Brereton of 
Shocklach and Malpas, to the Egertons of Ridley. In consequence thereof, the crest of Egerton (and of 
Egerton only, without the Brereton crest) has been latterly, and Ormerod justly adds most 
improperly, painted on the door of the chapel. The historian might have added, that the Egerton crest 
was placed on the Brereton chantrey, not only improperly, but also ineffectually; for the chantrey is 
inclosed by a screen of carved oak, round the upper part of which is inscribed," Pray, good people, for 
the prosperous estate of Sir Randulph Brereton, of thys work edificatour, wyth his wyfe, Dame Helenor, 
&c."; by which superscription and by the inscription on an altar tomb within the chantrey, the memory 
of the real founders of the oratory is preserved, and their recumbent figures lie there beautifully 
executed in white marble ; while under very elegant gothic canopies, on one side of the tomb, are 
represented seven figures in niches ; the other side of the monument being to the wall. 

 
St. Oswald’s Church, Malpas is dedicated to Oswald, King of Northumbria and Martyr, who was killed 
in battle, against Penda, the heathen King of Mercia, on 5th August, 642, at Maserfield  (perhaps the 
modern Oswestry). This ancient church, situated at the heart of the small town of Malpas, just north of 
the remains of Malpas Castle. It is a fine example of medieval architecture and has witnessed to the 
truths of the Christian faith for over 1,000 years.  
 

 
26   As the inquisition shews, taken March 20the same year 
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The present church was built in the second half of the 14th century on the site of an earlier church.  
There are no structural remains of this earlier church surviving; no 12th or 13th century masonry has 
come to light, and practically the only evidence we have is contained in the list of rectors.   
 
The earliest record is of an agreement between the rectory and Hugh of Cholmondeley, dated 12th 
November, 1285, granting him the right to have a fit chaplain to celebrate Divine Service in his chapel 
of Cholmondeley under certain conditions. 
 
The interior of the present church has a nave of six bays with wide aisles, eastern chapels, a three-bay 
chancel, a vaulted treasury and a massive tower. The zeal and energy of the medieval church builders 
was truly astonishing, as demonstrated by the large and magnificent church in this comparatively 
small town.   
 
In 1488 Richard Cholmondeley the younger left a sum of money to Malpas Church and in 1508 Sir 
Randle Brereton gave the tenor bell. 
 
In the present church the chapels are screened off at the east end of the north and south aisles.  The 
changes which occurred over the years are very apparent around the chantry chapels where the 
screening butts into the middle of windows and on the south side the screening cuts across the sedilia27 
making them unusable.  At one time there were at least six altars, four connected with chantries.  These 
included the high altar, the rood altar placed within the loft and the altars of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
St. Katherine, St. George and St. Nicholas.  Now only two chantries remain; the Cholmondeley Chapel 
in the north aisle, and the Brereton Chapel (Egerton Chapel) in the south aisle.   
 
 Sir Randle Brereton specified in his will of 1530 that he should be buried in the Lady Chapel, and his 
tomb is in the south aisle, so perhaps we may assume that the Lady Chapel was on the south side.  How 
the various altars were placed is not known.  There are two piscinas on the south wall of the Brereton 
Chapel where one would have been sufficient, and this may indicate a subdivision of some king. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE BRERETON CHAPEL 

 

 
27   Sedilia refers to a set of seats, usually three, provided in some Roman Catholic and Anglican churches for the use of the 

presiding clergy, traditionally placed beside the choir near the altar, and in Gothic-style churches they were often made of 

stone and built into the wall. 
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Sir Randle Brereton, grandson of the founder of this line, Chamberlain of Chester in 19 and 20 Henry 
VII, and one of the knights of the body to Henry VII is mentioned, generally, as chamberlain to Henry 
VII in the 21st year of that monarch’s reign, and that he held that office 26 years, to the 23rd,  Henry 
VIII; when he was made a knight banneret, as a reward for his conduct at Terouenne and Tournay. He 
built the Brereton Chapel in the church of Malpas in 1522, where he was buried, leaving issue nine sons 
and three daughters.  
 
He had a brother, Humphrey Brereton of Malpas, and a cousin of the same name (Humphrey), the third 
son of Bartholomew Brereton, of Grafton. One of these two (the latter it is surmised) was the author of 
the interesting poem, intituled “ The Pleasaunt Song of the Ladye Bessye ; “ of which the narrative is 
very lively, the sentiment just, and the manners singularly naïve and true. The recited services of the 
gallant young esquire justify the extraordinary confidence reposed in him by the veteran Stanley and 
the adventurous young princess. Regarded too (as Miss Strickland, from the confirmation it has 
received from a variety of quarters, considers it should be) as an historical document, its narrative 
serves to explain the extraordinary favour which each branch of the Breretons is found to have enjoyed 
under the Tudor dynasty. For the bright sunshine of royal favour, in which this family at that time 
basked, it was clearly not indebted to any remarkable political or military services rendered to their 
party; for, though it can be detected that at least the elder branches of the Breretons were Lancastrians, 
a long minority seems to have kept the head of the family out of the struggle of the Roses, and that 
disastrous battle of Blore Heath, so fatal to the Cheshire aristocracy. 
 
Miss Strickland was the author of ‘Lives of the Queens of England. In vol iv. page 9 regarding the  Life 
of Elizabeth of York, Strickland observes that much of the history of that charming princess is to be 
learnt from the domestic poet Humphrey Brereton, at a time when the professed historians are silent; 
adding that the accuracy of Brereton as to times names, persons, and the situations, is indirectly and 
most singularly confirmed from various quarters and by many circumstances.   
 
The Brereton tomb, is the earlier one with the knight and his lady upon a chest tomb, surrounded by 
small erect figures. 
 
The Brereton Monument is a masterpiece of the carver’s art and a truly superb example of Chellaston 
workmanship at its best and is ranked by experts as one of the finest in existence.  
 
According to Ray State, a researcher into medieval alabaster monuments, the Brereton monument was 
not carved in Chellaston as the workshops there had closed 30 years prior and by the 16th century the 
carvers had moved to Burton on Trent.  It is the Harpur and Morecock workshop who are attributed 
with the carving of the Brereton tomb.  There are features which make this case.  The small dogs, the 
lion with its tail supporting the sabatons (shoes of the knight) and the long pediment headdress a style 
long out of fashion, was only carved by Harpur at this time. The other feature is the tomb chest niches 
with the bedesmen and figures under crocketed arches. Many similar tombs have the angels 
supporting the cushion and the bedesmen damaged in iconoclastic ritual but the Malpas ones have 
survived probably due to close guardianship of the Tudor Brereton. 
 
Ray State also suggested that ‘one may wonder why the Brereton Chapel has a Gothic Tudor dome and 
that of the Cholmondeley’s tomb of Renaissance origin made 90 years after the chapel was made in 1514.  
The creation of a pare-reformation chapel usually indicated that the benefactor intended it to be for his 
use. 
 
Indeed, the Brereton Monument was erected during Sir Randle’s lifetime, some eight years before he 
died, in 1530.  His head rests upon a helm which is decorated with the crest of the Breretons, the head 
of the muzzled bear, and his feet are upon a lion (apparently having the feet resting upon a lion indicates 
closeness to the monarchy).  His lady’s head rests on cushions supported by attendant angels and her 
skirts have two small pet dogs in the folds. The figures around the chest are the weepers, the children 
of the knight and lady, and those who owed them allegiance, including four bedesmen28  from the 

 
28    A Bedesman was generally a pensioner or almsman whose duty it was to pray for his benefactor. 
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hospital he founded, the priest and a schoolmaster.  The daughters are dressed in imitation of their 
mother and the sons as knights, having their swords before them.   
 
Round the edge of the tomb is the following inscription translated from the original Latin: Here lie 
Randal Brereton Knight Banneret and Chamberlain of the County of Chester and the Lady Eleanor his 
wife, which said Randal and Eleanor, while yet living, had this tomb made, to wit at the feast of St. Michael 
the Archangel AD 1522, on whose soul may God have mercy. Amen.   
 
Sir Randle was knighted for conspicuous valour at the battles of Terouanne and Tournay in France. 
The Battle of Spurs also occurred during this campaign. He was knight banneret to the body of King 
Henry VII, and also held important positions in the county of Cheshire . 
. 
In the 17th century the church miraculously survived devastation during the Civil War.  Captains 
George and Thomas Malbon with their two Companies marched to Malpas. A battle was fought at 
Oldcastle, about a mile from the church, and the Royalists all but won the day, but the arrival of Colonel 
Brereton and his men turned the battle.  It may well be due to the presence of a Brereton that the 
church and its Brereton monuments escaped damage. 
 

 

Arms.—Gules in chief two helmets in profile Argent, garnished or, and in base a Garb Or of the third. 

Family crest a demi-griffin sergeant Sable, beaked, winged and membered Or,  
holding between the claws a helmet as in the arms. 

 

THE CHOMONDELEY CHAPEL 

 
The Cholmondeley inscription, in Latin, surrounding the north chapel is: Pray for the good estate of 
Richard Cholmondeley and Elizabeth29 his wife who built this chapel AD 1514.  
 
The Cholmondeley tomb, made at the close of the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, is similar in form but 
shows a considerable change in style; the figures are much stiffer, and the proportions less pleasing; 
however, the two styles provide excellent examples of English ‘monumental art’ before and after the 
Reformation.  Both tombs would originally have been painted.  
 
When I visited the chapels in 1995, the file alabaster tombs were well preserved and in a remarkable 
undamaged state.  
 
Note: According to Burke's Peerage30,  William de Cholmondeley, Lord of Cholmondeley (son of Hugh 
de Cholmondeley) assumed the title in 1361 when still underage. He married his cousin, Elizabeth 
daughter of Sir William Brereton of Brereton. They had a son Richard de Cholmondeley. 

 
In the Cemetery of St. Oswald's Church,  Malpas is the handsomely carved tomb and inscription of Sir 
Randle Brereton IV (died c.1530). This and the tenor bell Sir Randle Brereton of Malpas donated to the 

 
29   In‘Opituante Deo’ The Brereton Family of Cheshire, Maitland identifies Elizabeth Brereton as marrying 

Cholmondeley, then Mainwaring (see paragraph 8.3). 
30   Burke’s Peerage and Gentry: The definitive historic guide to Britain’s Titles and Landed Families 



 Randulphus (Randle) Brereton of Malpas     

 

                                                                                                                                                                              
©  This history was researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin  Updated Edition:  September  2021 

Contact information: website: breretonhistory.ca    email: contact@breretonhistory.ca 

38  of 67 

church in 1508 are all that remain of his considerable estate and charity.  He not only gave much to the 
church but also established both a school and a hospital in Malpas.  These are now gone, as is the 
Brereton Malpas mansion which succumbed to fire over two hundred years ago.  
 
 

 
 

Note: the head is resting on the Brereton Bear 

Photo by Faye Brereton 
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Richard died in 1518 and two years later, in 1520,  Elizabeth married her second husband Sir Randle 
Mainwaring of Over Peover. The history of the Mainwaring Family can be found on the author’s website 
breretonhistory.ca 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIR RANDLE BRERETON & ELINOR EGERTON 

Photo by Faye Brereton 
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11.1.4) SIR  RANDLE BRERETON of Shocklach and Malpas  
Sir Randle married firstly, Elinor Egerton, daughter of Philip Egerton and secondly, Isabelle 
Butler/Boteler.   Sir Randle Brereton and Elinor Egerton had issue: 
 

Anne Brereton married Randal Dod of Ashley.  
 

Richard Brereton married Jane Massey.  
 

SIR RANDLE BRERETON & ISABELLE BUTLER 

 
11.1.4) SIR RANDLE BRERETON IV of Shocklach and Malpas (Butler, Dod &  Massey-Tatton Branch) 
Sir Randle married secondly, Isabelle Butler/Boteler, daughter of Thomas Butler of Bewsey.  Isabelle 
and Randle had issue: 
 

11.1.4.1) Sir Randle Brereton married Mary Griffith  
 

Isabel Brereton married James Starkey  
 

11.1.4.1) SIR RANDLE BRERETON of Malpas (c 1558-1661)  
Sir Randle married Mary Griffith, daughter of Sir William Griffith of Penrhyn, Caernarvonshire,  
Esquire to the body of King Henry VII and Chamberlain of North Wales.31  Randle and Mary had 
issue: 

11.1.4.1.1) Sir Randle Brereton of Shocklach and Malpas VI (died 1611) 
married Frances Throckmorton 

 
11.1.4.1.2  Isabel Elizabeth Brereton married James Starkey of Darley, Oulton, Wales. 

 
11.1.4.1.1)  SIR RANDLE BRERETON VI of Malpas (?- May 1611)  
This Randle married Frances Throckmorton daughter of Sir Robert Throckmorton  of Cauton 
Court, Warwick. KG of Coughton Court32,  Warwickshire, who was a Member of Parliament and 
a distinguished English courtier. The mother of Frances was Elizabeth Hussey, daughter of John 
Lord Hussey and widow of John Lord Hungerford.  
 
Sir Randle and Frances had issue: 

 
Mary Brereton (9 January 1576 – 1618) married Sir Richard Egerton of Ridley. Richard was the 

son and heir of Ralfe Egerton of Ridley, Co. of Chester. They had issue33: Ralph Egerton(died 
young) ; Thomas Egerton; John Egerton; Robert Egerton; Elizabeth Egerton; Barbara Egerton; 

Frances Egerton and Mary Egerton 
 
Reports indicate that Sir Randle Brereton, who was the last of the Malpas Line, had such a vast 
estate that he was able to ride from Malpas to Cheshire, a distance of about fifteen miles, without 
overstepping his own property.  As Sir Randle had no male heir, his will directed that his sole 
daughter, Mary Brereton-Throckmorton stood to inherit her wealthy father’s entire estate. It is 
little wonder that Randle’s siblings did not want his estate to pass from the Brereton’s to the 
Throckmorton family.  
 
In 1618, as Sir Randle Brereton was very ill and dying, his brothers were still attempting to have 
him alter his will. William died 8 May 1611, at the home of Lady Townsend. The following day 

 
31    Sir William Griffith married firstly,  Jane Stradling and secondly,  Jane Puleston, daughter of Sir John Puleston, (1492 – 

1551) of Carnarvon, and Bersham,  Denbighshire, a Welsh politician. 
32   Tudor County Home and has been owned by the Throckmorton family since 1409 
33  Names identified in death record for Sir Randle – in Cheshire Funeral Certificate for 1611 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Garter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coughton_Court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warwickshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courtier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denbighshire
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his daughter Mary went into labour and on May 11th, Sir Randle was buried during the night at 
St. Oswald's.  
 
On the 15th, ‘Star Chamber’ awarded Mary and Richard Egerton the inheritance on condition 
that they prosecute before November 14.  They did, and the case, involving several witnesses, 
consumed 106 large sheets of parchment. 
 
The following is an excerpt: 
Mary Brereton-Egerton had won her case against her scheming uncles by accusing Lady Townsend 
of, insinuating herself into great familiaritie, with Sir Randle in order to alienate him from Mary.  
Lady Townsend's plot was not complete by the time Sir Randle became unconscious, so the culprits 
evidently composed a new will - quite favorable to themselves - placed a pen in Sir Randle's hand, 
and signed the will by guiding his hand across the page.   
 
The defendants also bribed a ne'er-do-well, who later confessed, to testify that he had witnessed 
the proper signing of the will.  The worst, however, was still ahead of them.  It was custom in those 
days to remove the viscera from a body so the remains could be preserved, with resins and bran, 
until the funeral. But the connivers seem to have been a bit overhasty.  Dr. Davies testified at the 
trial that the body was disturbingly warm, bloody, in fact, when he began to perform his services. 
Did the brothers murder Sir Randle to prevent any possible recovery, and the discovery of the forged 
will?  They apparently never faced trial, but neither did they succeed in their scheme to deprive 
Mary of her inheritance.   
 
The dispute between Mary Brereton Egerton and the Townsends turns out to have been of 
considerable importance to English courts in defining the role of precedent in adjudication.  Star 
Chamber had been instituted in the Middle Ages to allow the court to adjudicate on its own terms, 
guided by fairness instead of precedence as in courts of common law.  In Brereton’s Case, Star 
Chamber held Lord Townsend liable for damages resulting from the crime of which his wife had 
been convicted.  The Townsends appealed on grounds of lack of precedence for such indirect 
liability.  The state's case was argued by no less a personage than Sir Francis Bacon, Attorney 
General and author of Novum Organum (1620), the treatise that launched the scientific revolution. 
(This, too, had implications for the Breretons, albeit this time the Sandbach branch, for in 1660 
William Brereton III helped found the Royal Society which was organized expressly for the 
implementation of Bacon's inductive methodology). 
 
First, Lady Townsend refused to cooperate with the court, and sat out her subpoena in Fleet Prison. 
Then her husband, himself a judge in a different court, opted to do the same. The counsel for Mary 
Brereton Egerton then moved that damages and costs be levied against the Townsend properties.  
The defendants' counsel argued that the court had no jurisdiction to grant such unusual relief, but 
the court took this as a challenge to its own power and authority.  The sides were to argue their 
respective positions on 29 June 1614.  As Barnes puts it, "Bacon had been attorney general for eight 
months.  He had trounced duelers, seditioners, and slanderers of the great, but had not yet found 
an issue where he could vaunt the greatness of Star Chamber and establish the magnitude of his 
power - and that by a display of erudition and oratorical splendor.   
 
This was his object in Brereton's Case. 
 
The court had framed the issue as one of precedent.  Bacon, for his own reason, cast it as high as 
possible, asserting that the king himself, were (was) present, and  had the right to sit on the bench.  
As strategy Bacon cited three cases which, in a different trial, one of the judges before whom he 
now argued had held up as establishing precedent.  But the cases he cited were old, related to fines 
not damages, and pertained to courts other than Star Chamber.  Bacon's argument was far from 
overwhelming.  Against him the defense hinged its case on the fact that a husband could not suffer 
corporal punishment for crimes of his wife, and thus, could not be imprisoned to compel payment 
of her debt. 
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The ensuing judicial debate resulted in a close, 6-4 victory for Bacon, in which the day was carried, 
ironically, not by any argument concerning precedent. Judge Ellesmere opined, instead, from 
policy; a court that could give judgment of damages sought also to have the means to execute its 
own judgment.  Townsend could be imprisoned. 
 
The court could have avoided such debate and challenge to royal authority by referring the case to 
a referee, and though Bacon won, he never again risked allowing issues of institutional moment to 
be debated openly in Star Chamber.  Two years later, in 1616, King James I himself appeared before 
the court to voice his concern for its continued integrity, and referred specifically to the threat that 
had been posed by the issues, in Brereton's Case.  Royal pleading notwithstanding, Star Chamber 
was abolished at the outbreak of the Puritan revolt, in 1641.  It had originally been established 
precisely as a judicial vessel, which could dodge the weeds of precedent that snagged court of 
common law.  Yet it eventually floundered partly because of its own foregrounding, in Brereton's 
Case, of precedent.  Star Chamber had cast doubt on its own legitimacy. 
 
 
11.1.4.1.2) ELIZABETH BRERETON married James Starkey of Darley 
Elizabeth and James had issue: 
 

Elizabeth Starkey married John Bannester.  Their daughter Martha Bannester  
married Andrew Brereton of Cheshire. 

 
Mary Brereton (1570-1618) married Sir Richard Egerton whose ancestor Sir Ralphe Egerton was 

knighted at the battles of Terouanne & Tournay alongside Randle Brereton IV. 
 

 

 

SIR ROGER BRERETON OF WOLSACRE, MALPAS 

 
11.1.5 ) SIR ROGER BRERETON of Wolsacre  (in Malpas) 
The Herald's Visitation Record of 1663-4 identifies the pedigree and founder of this family as Sir Roger 
Brereton of Halton, 6th son of Sir Randle Brereton IV of Malpas, and younger brother of John Brereton, 
founder of the Norfolk branch. His mother was Eleanor Dutton, daughter of Sir Piers Dutton, the Lord 
of Halton and Dutton. Sir Piers was descended from Odard,34 one of the companions in arms of William 
the Conqueror.  
 
Sir Roger Brereton  of Wolsacre, Parish of Malpas, was Deputy at the Holt and  shared with William the 
post of Sheriff of Flint.  In his own right he was:  Steward of Oswestry, Bailiff of the Cheshire hundreds 
of Boxton and Nantwich and the royal estates at Drakelow and Constable of Halton Castle.  He married 
Katherine (née Brereton) Fulleshurst, widow of Edward Fulleshurst and daughter of Sir William and 
Elinor Brereton of Brereton. 
 
Roger and Katherine had issue: 

 
Elizabeth Brereton married a Barwick 

 
Roger Brereton of Halton  (? - 21 July 1625) County of Flint married Anne  Bagnall, daughter of Sir Ralfe 

Bagnall. They had no issue.  The Cheshire Funeral Records for 1625 show a second wife as Eleanor, 
daughter and co-heir of Alkington, co. of Salop.  Roger died 21 July 1625 and was interred in Malpas 

Church, County of Chester.  
 

 
34   Odard assumed the name of Dutton upon receipt of a grant of settlement at Dutton from Hugh Lupus, first Earl Royal of 

Chester, the ancestor of Lady Ada's mother. Sir Piers Dutton was the great-grandson of Sir Thomas Dutton of Dutton, who 
was the Governor and Receiver of the Castle of Halton in 1330. Sir Piers was the son of Sir Lawrence Dutton, who married 
Johanna Brereton, daughter of Sir Andrew Brereton, of Brereton. 
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Eleanor Brereton  
 

JOHN BRERETON OF NORFOLK 

 

11.1.6)  JOHN BRERETON, RECTOR OF MALPAS – The Norfolk Branch  

The following information (in italics) regarding John Brereton is from a history,  Breretons of Cheshire 
1100-1902 by Robert Maitland Brereton. Robert is a descendant of his branch. 
 
John Brereton was Rector of Malpas, also of Astbury, Bebrington, and St. Mary's, Chester. When he  died 
in 1542 his eldest son and heir was William Brereton, of Hoxne, who lived near Eye, Suffolk. His grandson, 
Cuthbert, was Sheriff of Norwich in 1575.  
 
Robert Maitland Brereton also indicates states that: My grandchildren, who are the great grandchildren 
of Charles David Brereton, of Little Massingham, Norfolk, are the twenty-fifth in descent of the family since 
the twelfth century. 
 
The following information is from, ‘The Church in Chester 1300-1540’35 
Mr. John Brereton, LLD, presented by the abbot and convent 11 May 1534, dead before November 1542. 
He was the third son of Sir Randle Brereton of Malpas – who presented him to the rectory of a moiety of 
Malpas in 1499…..Ormerod says that he appears to have held it for a few months but he was rector of one 
of the moeties in 1535. He is also said to have both moieties at one time 1513 – 1536. He was rector of 
Astley, Warwickshire in 1534-42 and canon of St. Pauls 1530-42. The petty canonry in St. John’s passed 
into the Patronage of the Breretons of Brereton so it was not surprising to find that John was cannon in 
1534. There is also an interesting note that: Fifteen Cheshire parsons held one benefice with cure 
elsewhere; one held two and one, John Brereton who was presented to St. Mary’s on the Hill 1534, held 
four. John remained at St. Mary’s until 1542 
 
In the General Armory the Norfolk family crest is identified as follows: 

 
Brereton (Brinton co Norfolk) same arms. Crest – A bear ppr muzzled or. Motto Opilulante Deo. In 

Fairbairns Crests, it is identified as Brereton and Norfolk, A bear’s head ppr couped as muzzled, gold and 
neck erased, sable, muzzled gule, studded, or. 

 
John was the founder of the Norfolk and Suffolk Brereton branch, the first members of his family having 
moved to Hoxne, near Eye, Suffolk. They moved to Norfolk during the sixteenth century.  
 
John Brereton married Alicia ( last name unknown – perhaps Boleyn- as per image). 
 

 
 

35 Author Douglas Jones MA 
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They had issue:  

John Brereton of Tharston Norfolk. (?-1585) 
 

William Brereton (?-1599) of Hoxne married Elizabeth Greene 
 

Sebastian Brereton 
 

Cuthbert Brereton 
 
Additional information about this family branch can be found in a history titled Breretons of Cheshire 
1100-1904, authored by Robert Maitland Brereton (who is descended from the Breretons of Norfolk.) 
and from Rosemary Jewers website breretonworld.com. 
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URIAN BRERETON OF HANDFORTH 

 

 
 

 
11.1.7)  URIAN BRERETON OF HANDFORTH 

 
According to the document ‘Observations upon the History’ by Dwarris, The Breretons of Honford 

bore the same arms and crest as the Breretons of Brereton Hall,  
with filial distinctions, for difference. (ref: Burke’s Extinct Baronetage). 

 
Note: following is an excerpt from ‘The General Armory: 

 
Brereton (Honford, co. Chester, bart, extinct (1673)  – Argent two bars as. over all a cross formee, flory gu.  

Crest – Out of a ducal coronet or,  a bear’s head ppr charged with a crescent in chief and a cross crosslet in base 
for diff, and with an additional Crest, vis, a griffin with wings elevated gu. Standing on a chapeau gu. Turned up 

or. 
 

Fairbairns Royal Book of Crests, 1911, Heraldic Publishing, NY identified the  Brereton Crest:  on a chapeau, gu, 
turned up, or a griffin, statant, wings elevated. (as in above crest). 
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EARLY MANOR OF HANDFORTH 

The manor of Handforth was owned for many generations by a family who derived their patronymic from 
their estate. It is not known with certainty when or how they acquired possession, but the name occurs in 
the local records as early as the reign of Henry III, at which time (circa 1233-6) Robert de Stokeport 
granted to Henry de Honford the ville/town of Bosden, forming part of the lands of his barony of 
Stockport. A descendant of this Henry, Roger de Honford, accompanied Edward the Black Prince in his 
expedition against the King of France, and, as we learn from an entry on the Cheshire Recognisance Rolls 
preserved in the Record Office, he was rewarded by the Prince, who was also Earl of Chester, for his 
"services in Gascony, and particularly at the battle of Poitiers 

Mr. Earwaker, in his "History of East Cheshire," tells us that another member of the family, Geoffrey, son of 
John de Honford, met with his death in 1360 by foul means. In what way is not stated, but in all probability it 
was in one of the forays that in those days were of such frequent occurrence between the owners of 
neighbouring lands, when in the case of a feud one or other of the disputants, impatient of the dilatory and 
uncertain processes of the law, would be tempted to adopt the simpler and less tardy method of taking the 
adjustment of his differences into his own hands and making a raid upon his adversary's possessions, for on 
the 23  November, 35 and 36 Edward III. (1363), Edward Prince of Wales, Earl of Chester, granted a pardon 
to John de Hyde, Knight, apparently the head of the house of Norbury and Hyde; William, son of John de Hyde; 
John, son of William de Hyde; and Hugh Frensshye, servant of Sir John de Hyde, for the death of Geoffrey, son 
of John de Honford, on the payment of 200 marks (£133 6s. 8d.). The name of the servant implicated, 
Frensshye, suggests the idea that he may have been brought over, possibly as a captive, from France by some 
representative of the house of Hyde. Geoffrey de Honford left an only daughter, Katharine, his heir, then under 
age, and as appears by an enrolment of January 13, 1360-1, Robert de Legh, the younger, had a grant of the 
custody of the lands, together with the wardship and marriage of the said Katharine. 

In 1393 an inquisition was taken after the death of John de Honford, the son of Henry de Honford, who had 
by his wife, Margaret Praers, the daughter and co-heir of William de Praers, an elder son, John, who succeeded 
as heir; and in addition, a son, William de Honford, who attained to considerable note in the county.  In 1402 
he was appointed with Robert de Newton, of Longdendale, and others, collector of a subsidy in the Hundred 
of Macclesfield granted to the King. There appears to have been some irregularity respecting the descent of 
the land which he inherited from his mother, Margaret, in 1407, Henry Prince of Wales granted him a lease 
of the lands and tenements in Wylaston, near Alvendeston, belonging to Alexander de Venables and his wife, 
and which were then in the Prince's hands by reason of their having been alienated to William de Praers 
without licence being first obtained. He married Isabel, the widow of her kinsman, Robert de Legh, of 
Adlington, who had died of the pestilence at Harfleur, just before the battle of Agincourt was fought, in 1415, 
and having, in 1420, acquired lands in Chorley, in Wilmslow parish, he founded the line of the Honfords, of 
Chorley Hall. The medieval moated site of Chorley Old Hall is the oldest inhabited country house in Cheshire. 
Chorley Old Hall was constructed circa 1330 by Robert de Chorley. By 1523 the Davenports owned the house 
and during the mid-16th century constructed a half-timbered house next to the existing building's north-
western corner. Ownership passed to the Stanleys in the early 17th century. 
 
In 1397 John de Honford, who, four years previously, had succeeded as heir to the paternal estate of 
Handforth, had a grant from the Crown of an annuity of 100s., the King having retained him in his service for 
life. He did not, however, long enjoy it, his death occurring in 1400, when John de Honford, his son, then only 
nine years of age, succeeded as heir. This John, on attaining to manhood, well sustained the martial fame of 
his progenitors, and served with distinction in the French wars in the reigns of Henry V. and VI. In 1424 he 
took part in the famous battle of Verneuil36 (August 17) when the Regent, the Duke of Bedford, utterly routed 
the French army in an engagement that is described on the rolls of Parliament as "the greatest deed done by 
Englishmen in our days, save the battle of Agincourt," and it is not unlikely that it was here he won his spurs; 
so conspicuous was he in the battle that in acknowledgment of his bravery a pension of £100 Tournois was 
granted him for life out of the forfeited possessions of John Tancrope, as fully set forth in an ancient document 

 
36   The Battle of Verneuil was a strategically important battle of the Hundred Years' War, fought on 17 August 1424 

near Verneuil in Normandy and a significant English victory. It was a particularly bloody battle, described by the English 
as a second Agincourt. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hundred_Years%27_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Verneuil-sur-Avre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normandy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Agincourt
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preserved among the Adlington MSS, in the Chetham Library. The victory at Verneuil was followed by a 
reverse in 1427. For some time, the war was carried on without any decided success on either side, but in the 
year just named the forces of the Duke of Bedford sustained a severe defeat, which compelled them to raise 
the siege of Montarges, and it is more than probable that Sir John de Honford, who had participated in the 
glories of the previous victory, shared in the mortification of that disaster, for his name occurs on the Cheshire 
Rolls in that year as being "about to depart for France." 

Sir John de Honford must have quitted his post at Rouen, for before the close of the year he with other 
influential knights and gentry of the shire were summoned to the King's council at Chester for the purpose of 
granting a subsidy to enable him to carry on the war. Whether he returned to Normandy with the 
reinforcements or took part in the engagements in which Harfleur was retaken, and the brave Lord Talbot 
won such renown, is not clear, but his martial spirit could not find happiness in repose, and in 1441 (October 
26) we find him entering into an engagement with Humphrey Earl (afterwards Duke) of Buckingham, then 
owner of the fortified stronghold of Macclesfield, to serve him in a military capacity for the remainder of his 
life in consideration of an annual fee of £10 chargeable on the manor of Thornbury, in Gloucestershire. 

Three years after Sir John Honford had entered into the agreement with the Earl of Buckingham, he was 
appointed one of the Justices in Eyre for the three Hundreds of Cheshire, and in 1449 he is again found on 
active service in Normandy—this time with the army commanded by the Duke of Somerset. The truce agreed 
to in 1444 had been broken, complications had arisen, the town of Fougiers in Brittany37 had been seized, 
and in the month of April, Sir John ("Messire Jehan Hanneford, chevalier," as he is styled) was specially 
commissioned to return to England and report to the King the outrages that had been committed. It was the 
beginning of the end. One by one the provinces which had been won, had been surrendered, and even those 
which Henry had inherited were given up. In July the French King invaded Normandy, Somerset had to submit 
to the capitulation of Rouen. Cherbourg was the last town to yield; it surrendered August 12, 1450, and thus 
in one campaign, almost without a struggle, England lost the large and fertile province of Normandy, 
containing more than a hundred fortified towns; Calais was the only possession retained in France, and that 
Queen Mary lost a century later; yet with a strange infatuation the Kings of England paraded the empty title 
of Kings of France and bore the golden lilies upon their heraldic shield until the first day of the present 
century, when by Royal Proclamation they were removed. 

Of Sir John Honford's subsequent adventures little or nothing is known, and even the time of his death has 
not been ascertained with certainty; but it must have been about 1461, for in that year the manor of 
Honford was conveyed to his son. 

  

 
37 Fougeres in Brittany is an old town with the largest medieval Castle in France.  
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SIR URIAN BRERETON & MARGARET STANLEY & ALICE TRAFFIRD 

 
11.1.7) SIR URIAN BRERETON  
Sir Urian was the 9th son of Sir Randle Brereton of Malpas. He  married firstly, Margaret Honford-
Stanley and secondly, Alice Trafford.  Margaret Honford was the daughter and sole heir of William 
Honford of Honford, esq. who died 9 September 1518 and  her mother Margaret Savage, was the 
daughter of Sir John Savage. At the time of her marriage to Sir Urian,  Margaret was divorced from her 
first husband Sir John Stanley (? -  1528). The marriage proceeded on the voluntary seclusion of Sir 
John Stanley. Upon the death of Margaret’s father, William Honford, she inherited all the Honford 
property and wealth.  
 
There is an interesting story regarding Margaret and Urian:  All is Vanity was the favoured motto of Sir 
John Stanley whose story is strangely connected with Handforth Hall, or rather with the property 
before the Hall was built.   
 
Sir John Stanley was the son of Bishop James Stanley, Warden of the Manchester Collegiate Church and 
Bishop of Ely, Warden of Manchester. When his father, , Sir John Stanley completed Derby Chapel which 
his father had begun and Chantry Chapel in the Collegiate Church in which his father was buried.  The 
inscription, which was in the original glass of the east window of Brereton Chapel in Cheadle, was very 
similar to the one over the Ely Chapel in Manchester.  Cheadle folk were asked, to pray for the souls of Sir 
John Stanley knight and the lady Margaret his wife, and for the souls of James Stanley Bishop of Ely and 
William Honford and of their parents and ancestors and of all the faithful departed on whose soul may 
God be merciful.  Not unto us O Lord, not unto us but unto thy name give the praise.  In the year of our 
Lord 152(5?). 
 
In 1513, Sir Stanley married Margaret Honford the 12-year-old daughter of William Honford or 
Handforth, who fought and was killed at Flodden. It appears that Sir Stanley became embittered against, 
earthly matters following a serious property dispute with Cardinal Wolsey. Neighbouring landowners 
were not always on friendly terms, especially when property was questioned, and Leghe of Adlington and 
Sir John Stanley quarreled over the Presbury tithes.  Cardinal Wolsey sided with Leghe, and Sir John lost 
his case, and for a time his liberty.  In 1528, Stanley obtained a divorce and decided to become a monk in 
Westminster Abbey. Sir Stanley and Margaret signed an agreement, to relinquish all and singular the 
pomps, vanities, pleasures and delectations of the world.   
 
Margaret intended to enter the nunnery of Barking, however, her ideas changed, or perhaps her ideas of 
pomps and vanities differed from Stanleys, for in 1530 she married Sir Urian Brereton.  Margaret was 
considered a good catch as she was the sole heiress William Honford, the last male heir of the Honforths; 
especially for Urian who was a groom in the Kings chamber.  
 
In his earlier life Urian was one of the Grooms of the Privy Chamber and, in 1526, he was appointed 
Ranger of Delamere Forest, and later that year, Escheater of Cheshire. He held the office of Escheater, 
during the successive reigns of Edward VI, Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth - until his death in 1577.   
 
Surprisingly, King Henry VIII did not appear to have any vindictive feelings toward Urian, younger 
brother of Sir William who was beheaded and his estate taken by the crown. In one article the 
suggestion was made that the King, as if to mark the appeasement of his wrath against Sir William 
Brereton, not only retained him in his position as Groom of the Privy Chamber, but also conferred other 
offices of distinction upon him.  On the 8th July 1538, Urian had a grant for life of the office of Attorney 
of the King in the counties of Chester and Flint and on the first of August following he had a grant for 
life in survivorship of the office of Sheriff of the County of Flint on the surrender of the same by his 
kinsman, John Brereton, on whom it had been bestowed four months previously, and on the 16 June, 
1543 he and Randle Cholmondeley had conferred upon them the appointment for life, in survivorship 
of the office of Attorney of the Earl of Chester (the young Prince Edward) in the counties of Chester 
and Flint. In 1544 he accompanied the Earl of Hertford in the expedition to Scotland to demand the 
infant Queen Mary, who had been promised in marriage to the King’s son, Edward Earl of Chester, and 
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he was present at the burning of Leith, where, in acknowledgment of his valorous deeds, he received 
the honour of knighthood. 
 

HANDFORTH HALL 

 
In 1562, Urian and Margaret built Handforth Hall.  Within the hall, there a number of Brereton 
reminders, a bear's head, muzzled is over the door, and below a brier and barrel or tun, a pun on the 
name. The Brereton family crest can be found in various rooms throughout the Hall. 

Ormerod says that the original building quadrangular in plan; though there is nothing to indicate that 
such was the case and  there can be little doubt it has been shorn of its former proud and graceful 
proportions; its palmy state belongs to other days, but there is, nevertheless, much left to show what it 
has been, with the added interest that the halo of antiquity and romance throws around it. The portion 
that remains has for many years been used as a farmhouse, and the occupants, as may be supposed, have 
attached but small import to the interest it derives from old associations—alterations have been made to 
adapt it to its present purposes, and repairs that have been effected have not always been done in the 
most judicious manner or in the best taste. It is an oblong structure with two gables projecting from the 
principal front, one of them forming the porch or main entrance, and this constitutes one of the principal 
features of the exterior. The sideposts and the lintel of the wide-open doorway are elaborately carved, and 
on the transverse beam above is the following inscription in old English characters. 

The inner mouldings of the side posts are enriched with the running figure of the stem and foliage of the 
briar, similar to that carved on the screen in Cheadle Church, and the same ornament is continued along 
the underside of the lintel, with the addition of a tun in the centre, and the initials V and B placed one at 
each angle. The outer face of each side post had an arabesque ornament carved in low relief, the one on 
the left terminating in a shield of arms now so much worn by exposure to the weather as to be scarcely 
decipherable, though in its perfect state it represented the coat of Brereton impaling Honford or 
Handforth—the sinister half, quarterly, first and fourth, argent two bars sable, on the upper bar a 
crescent of the first, between the bars a cross fleury gules, charged with five bezants for Brereton; second 
and third, argent a chevron between three crescents gules for Ipstones. On the dexter half, quarterly, first 
and fourth, sable an estoile argent for Honford; second and third gules, a scythe argent for Praers. On the 
side post on the right of the doorway the carved ornamentation terminates in the Brereton crest—a bear's 
head erased ppr., muzzled or, on the neck a cross patée for difference. 

The interior in its general arrangement has in the course of years undergone considerable change, 
alterations having been made from time to time as the requirements or convenience of successive 
occupants have dictated; but, notwithstanding the altered purposes to which many of the apartments 
they now been adapted,  it still exhibits a good deal of its ancient character, and happily the oaken 
panelling and other carvings that remain have escaped alike the common infliction of whitewash and the 
sacrilegious touch of the painter's brush. The most remarkable feature is the wide and handsome oak 
staircase that is no doubt coeval (contemporary or of the same age) with the erection of the building. It 
is in a perfect state, and furnishes a more than usually good example of the carpentry of the Elizabethan 
period; the balusters of the same material are flat, the upper portion being enriched with a series of small 
enactments and other decorations, with the addition of a broad heavy handrail, bright with the rubbings 
of successive generations. This staircase communicates with a landing on the upper storey, admission to 
which is gained by a large panelled folding-door, black with age.  

.   
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ISSUE OF SIR URIAN AND LADY MARGARET 
 
11.1.7.1) ) SIR URIAN BRERETON  
Sir Urian Brereton married firstly, Margaret (née Honford) Stanley and secondly Alice Trafford. 
Following is the family of Urian and Margaret Brereton. – The family of Alice and Urian Brereton begins 
on page 128 of this document. 
 

Randle Brereton of Handforth died without heirs on 30 December 28th Elizabeth (c.1583/4).  
However, he did have a (base) son Thomas Brereton 

11.1.7.1.1) William Brereton (?-   05 June 1601) Sheriff of Chester in 1576 
married Katherine Hurlestone of Chester.  

 
John Brereton, died young 

 
Cuthbert Brereton died young 

 
Richard Brereton died with issue. 

 
Urian Brereton (January 1607-January 1631).  

  
Jane Brereton married Edward Leigh of Baguley, Cheshire  (in Bowdon) esq. in 158038,  
 Spelling of Edward’s surname is consistent with National Archives, Kew records.  

 
Sibilla Brereton married Thomas Legh, Esq. of Adlington Sheriff of Cheshire, in 1585  

 
Edward Brereton (c. 1540-1606) married Catherine Latham (?-Sept 1628) of Ireland.  

They had a daughter who married Edmund Preswick 
 
Margaret died, at Handforth Hall,  shortly after Sir Urian returned from an expedition to Scotland. 
While the exact date of her death is unknown there is a suggestion that she was not buried until 1558 
when her manors and lands descended to her son (by her first husband, John Stanley) on 24 May 1547. 
Margaret’s son entered into a covenant with Sir Urian Brereton under which the estates were settled 
between them.  
 

WILLIAM BRERETON & KATHERINE HURLESTON 

 
11.1.7.1.1) WILLIAM BRERETON  
In 1575, William Brereton, esq.  (?- 5 June 1601) married Katherine Hurleston (Hurlestonne) 
daughter of Roger Huleston, esq.  of Chester.  They had issue: 
 

Urian Brereton, died young 
 

Richard Brereton,  died young 
 

Jane Brereton, died young  
 

Dorothy Brereton married Charles Wishes of Copgrove, Yorkshire. (source Omerod) 
 

11.1.7.1.1.1) William Brereton esq  (13 Oct. 1584 – 18 Feb. 1610)  
married Margaret Holland 

 

 
38  Source:  ‘The Visitation of Cheshire in the year 1580 by merod 
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William died  in 1601, and following his death, his widow Katherine married Sir Randle 
Mainwaring of Over Peover. Note: additional information about the Mainwarings can be found on 
my website: breretonhistory.ca  
 

11.1.7.1.1.1) WILLIAM BRERETON, esq. of Honford. 
William Brereton  (?- 18 February 1610) was only sixteen years of age at the time of his father’s 
death.  He married Margaret Holland (?- April 1602) of Denton, Co. of Lancaster, daughter and 
co-heir of Richard Holland esq. High Sheriff of Lancashire.   
 
For many generations the Hollands of Denton claimed descent from the Hollands of Up-Holland, 
Lancashire, a family whose members played figured among the founders of the Order of the 
Garter and allied themselves repeatedly with the royal family. 
 
When William died on 18 February 1609/10 was buried at Cheadle on the 26th February.   
William and Margaret had issue:  

 
11.1.7.1.1.1.1) Sir William Brereton, Parliamentary General married Lady Susanna Booth 

 
Margaret Brereton married, in 1620, Richard Egerton, esq.  of Ridley 

 

 
 

SIR WILLIAM BRERETON, PARLIAMENTARY GENERAL 

 

Sir William Brereton, 1st Bart (1604-61) a noted Parliamentary commander, son of William 
Brereton of Handforth, Cheshire, received a grant of the archiepiscopal palace at Croydon at 
the end of the Civil War, and died there.  
 
Arms: Argent two bars Sable and overall a  cross forme fleury Gules. ( a red cross – with the 
ends adorned with fleur de lys) 
 
Crests 1) Out of a ducal coronet Or a bear's head Proper charged with a crescent in chief and a 
cross crosslet in base for difference;  
Crest 2) On a chapeau Gules turned up Ermine a griffin statant with wings elevated Gules.  

SIR WILLIAM BRERETON & SUSANNA BOOTH 
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On 3 May 1637, Sir William married firstly, Susanna Booth (also identified as Dame Susana 
Boothe and Susanna Brereton39) daughter of  Sir George Booth of Dunham Massey, Cheshire. 

According to a Cheshire Funeral Certificate for 163740.  William’s spouse is identified as Lady 
Susana Brereton who departed this life at Dunham Massy, in the County of Cheshire, upon the 
31st day of May 1637, and was interred in Boudon Church, in Sr George Bouthes valt in the sayd  
Church.  She dyed in labour of childbeed. She was daughter to Sr George Bouths of Dunham 
Massy and married Sr William Brereton of Hanford, in the County of Chester, Baronett, and by 
him she had issue: William and John. – record also identified the children . 

 

 Sir William and Susanna had issue: 

 
11.1.7.1.1.1.1) Sir Thomas Brereton  (1632 - 7 January 1673) married Theodosia Ward 

 
John Brereton, died young 

 
Frances Brereton (?-1676) married Edward Ward, 7th Lord Dudley,  

Lord Ward of Birmingham (1631-3 August 1701). Edward  brother of Theodosia Ward  
who married Sir Thomas. Frances and Edward Ward had a son Hon John Ward (16 October 

1656 -5 July 1675) 
 

Catherine Brereton (died 1635 unmarried) 
 

Susana Brereton 
 

When Susannah died, in childbirth, she was buried in St. Mary the Virgin, Churchyard, 
Bowdon, Borough of Trafford, Greater Manchester.  
 
In 1641 he married his second wife, Cicely Skeffington, daughter of Sir William Skeffington, 
Bart of Fisherwick. 

 
 

SIR WILLIAM BRERETON & CECILY SKEFFINGTON 

 
Following Margaret’s death, Sir William Brereton married secondly,  Cicely (née Skeffington) 
Brabazon, daughter of Sir William Skeffington, Bart of Fisherwick.  At the time of their 
wedding Cicely was the widow of Edward Brabazon, 4th Earl of Meath (1638-1707). They had 
issue: 

Mary Brereton 
 

Cecily Brereton married Edward Brabazon, younger son of the Earl of Meath. 
 
 

 
 
 
11.1.7.1.1.1.1) SIR WILLIAM BRERETON of Handforth, Parliamentary General (13 
September 1604 -?)  
Both his parents, Margaret and William  died, circa 1610, leaving their five-year-old heir, 
a large estate in Cheshire, including Handforth Hall (a house identified as the Nunnery)  
and 3000 acres of land. William, great-grandson and heir of Sir Urian Brereton was born 

 
39    Identified in Cheshire Funeral Certificate for 1627 - The certificate was taken at Dunham Massy - upon the 6th day of 

May, 1637 by Randle Holme of the City of Chester, Alderman and Justice of the Peace, and testified under the hand of 
Sir William Brereton, husband of Susanna.  
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in 1604 and baptized at Manchester Collegiate (now Manchester Cathedral). Given his 
young age at the time of his parent’s deaths, he was placed under the wardship of his 
maternal grandfather, Richard Holland, Denton, an ardent Protestant. Not surprisingly, 
Sir William Brereton became a staunch Puritan. 
 
In 1621 William  attended Brasenose, Oxford University and Gray’s Inn. And in 1627, he 
was made a Baronet . 
 
In 1623, William married his first wife,  Susanna Booth (?-31 May 1637) daughter of Sir 
George Booth of Dunham Massey, in Cheshire. His second wife was Cicely (née 
Skeffington) Mitton, widow of Edward Mitton of Weston, Staffordshire. 
 
There are wonderful tales of Sir William in one treatise on the Breretons of Hanford, and 
I have included a couple of excerpts which certainly show him as a fortunate and loving 
man. “ William Brereton loved worthily, and, when he had attained to man’s estate, he 
married whom he loved- the daughter of Sir George Booth of Dunham also ‘His lot seemed 
an especially happy one.  Boasting an old and honourable lineage, possessed of an ample 
estate, which had doubtless been increased during his long  minority, successful in his 
marriage, endowed with every domestic enjoyment and surrounded by the children of his 
love, of cultivated taste, too, with a mind stored with knowledge which had expanded and 
ripened under the experience gained in foreign travel, and withal , possessing a healthy and 
vigorous frame that enabled him to enjoy all outdoor pursuit, the cultivation of his lands, 
and the participation in such harmless sports as country gentlemen in his way were wont  to  
indulge’ 
 
As mentioned earlier, Sir William travelled extensively includes trips to Europe (often 
Holland) the United Provinces (he actually acquired property in a ‘puritan colony’ in New 
England, United States) and throughout the British Isles. The story of his travels can be 
found on-line.  
 
Omerod, in his history certain recognized William’s life and provides the following praise: 
Sir William was a distinguished soldier and incontestably one of the greatest military 
characters which this county had produced.41  
 
On 10 March 1626 (at a young age) just before troubles broke out during the reign of 
Charles I, Sir William Brereton was raised to the rank of a baronet, and became a deputy-
lieutenant and member of the county of Chester. His ‘notorious aversion for Church 
government,’ noticed by Clarendon, was probably heightened by circumstances; but he 
appears, by his early travels, to have been always of a sober, serious, and religious turn of 
mind, with a penchant for spicy sermons. 
 
In 1640 the bulk of members of the House of Parliament, including Sir William, were 
against the actions that Charles I was implementing.  William had been a Member of 
Parliament for Cheshire in 1628 and 1640 and held strong views on the so-called 'Divine 
Right of Kings' and also objected to the imposition of certain tax demands, and in 
particular, the Ship Tax. He was also in dispute with the Mayor and Corporation of the City 
of Chester for refusing to pay Murage, a tax levied on townspeople for the repair and 
maintenance of the city walls.   
 
He owned a town house in Chester and when, in 1642, King Charles raised his standard at 
Nottingham, Sir William was in Chester trying to drum up recruits for the Parliamentary 
Army.  The citizens of Royalist Chester chased him out of the city, an action which they 
were later to regret. 
 

 
41 Omerod 
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As the Civil War spread over the country, Sir William Brereton quickly became an 
important member of the Parliamentary Army.  He was initially given command of all the 
Roundhead Forces being mustered in Cheshire and later was promoted to Major General 
of Cheshire, Shropshire, Lancashire and Staffordshire.  His strength was not so much as a 
leader in the field but in his planning and gathering of information about enemy 
movements;  important knowledge for siege warfare that he had gained from his visit to 
Holland.  It was said that Brereton had spies under every hedge and friends in every village.  
His greatest triumph was his siege and capture of the City of Chester, a project that took 
over 12 months. 
 
It is perhaps not surprising to discover that by the end of 1642 he had been appointed to 
the position of commanding officer for the Parliamentarian troops in Cheshire. Much has 
been written about Sir William Brereton (who is often referred to as the  Parliamentary 
General)  and his role in the war between Charles 1, and the Parliament.  
 
After the civil war, Sir William Brereton was well rewarded for his efforts.  He had the role 
of Chief Forestership of Macclesfield confirmed upon him and also the Seneschalship of 
the Hundred of Macclesfield. Both provided  considerable monetary benefits.   
 
In 1652 he was given the tenancy of Croydon Palace, the former home of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury.  He spent the last nine years of his life commuting between his newly 
acquired London home and his ancestral home at Handforth, Cheshire 
 
Whilst living in the old palace he applied his influence with his party to procure a more 
adequate stipend for the services of the minister in the parish church. In the years 1650, 
1651, and 1652, a sum of £50 per annum was ordered by " The Committee for plundered 
Ministers” to be paid out of the great tithes of some other parishes to Sir William 
Brereton, for the use of such ministers that he may appoint to serve the cure 42  of 
Croydon. (See Manning's History of Surrey). 
 
Sir William died, at Croyden in 1661,  at the Archiepiscopal Palace. A strange legend is told 
that as his body was sent from Croydon to Cheadle for interment (in the sanctuary where 
many of his ancestors are buried). 
 
One such report:  ‘That which had permitted the stern Republican to see the King enjoy his 
own again willed that his (William’s) body should not, after death, find a resting-place in the 
church which, in life,  had despoiled; that when those who accompanied the body from 
London were approaching the village of Cheadle a fearful storm arose in the night; trees 
were blown down, houses were unroofed, the rain descended in torrents, and the rivers were 
flooded, so much so that when they came to ford one of them the coffin, with its lifeless 
occupant, was swept away by the surging current, and never seen again. 
 
Others believe that the body did reach it’s intended destination and Sir William Brereton 
is buried in the family vault in the church of St. Mary’s, Cheshire which is near his Manor 
of Handford. 
 
 

 

SIR THOMAS BRERETON & LADY THEODOSIA WARD 

 
11.1.7.1.1.1.1) SIR THOMAS BRERETON 43(1632 – 7 January 1673) of Handford  
Sir Thomas married Theodosia Ward.  She was born in May 1642 at Wren’s Nest House, 
Dudley and baptised on 15 May 1642, at St. Edmund’s Church, Dudley, Staffordshire, 

 
42 ‘cure’ probably refers to parish curate 
43 Thomas was about 4 years of age when his  mother died. 
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England. She was the youngest daughter of Humble Ward, 1st  Baron Ward of Birmingham 
and Frances Dudley, baroness Dudley.   
 
Thomas was buried in the ‘Handford Chapel, in the church in Cheadle which is dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary.  It was the place of interment of the Breretons of Handford. 

 

TOMB OF THOMAS BRERETON OF HANDFORD 
 

 
 

Tomb of Sir Thomas Brereton of Handforth 
 in the Brereton Chapel 

 
 

 
 
The tomb is described as follows: 
 44He is represented in the plate armour of the period, with the hands uplifted and conjoined 
as if in supplication: the figure is bareheaded with the long-flowing hair characteristic of the 
later Carolinian period, and the head rests upon a helmet surmounted with a plume of 
feathers.  At one end is a shield, representing the arms of Brereton impaling those of Ward, 
and on the side are two shields – Brereton with a crescent as a mark of cadency and the 
badge of baronetcy, and Ward, and between these on a tablet is the following inscription: 

 
44    Collections for a history of Staffordshire, vol 9, edited by the William Salt Archeological Society. 

Photo by Faye 

Brereton 
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Here lyeth the Body of Sir Thomas Brereton of Handforth, Barronett, who married Theodosia 
daughter to the Right Honourable Humble Lord Ward and the Lady Frances Baronesse 
Dudley, he departed this Life the 7th of January Anno Dom: 1673 (inscription) 
 
Another record describes the tomb as: 
An altar tomb and effigy in Alderley red sandstone can be seen in the Handford chapel in 
Cheadle church.  This church is dedicated to the Virgin Mary and the Chapel is known as 
‘Handford Chapel. ’The tomb, is now blocked up on three sides. The chest front divided into 
three with a central framed inscription, the sides with coats of arms surrounded by 
strapwork.  
 
The effigy represents a knight in armour ; the head bare, reposing upon a helm, the hair 
worn long down to the shoulders, the face clean shaved. The neck is covered by a cravat tied 
in front and lapped over. The cuirass is almost flat with a broad rim at the base. The 
pauldrons are semi- circular edged with scalloped leather, the upper laminations going over 
the shoulders. The brassards (armband – added by  author) have four plates at the shoulders, 
the vambraces are plain, good elbow-kops, rather narrow, with screw-like fins for pasguards 
(A detachable reinforcing piece of armour attached to the left elbow, and worn in some forms 
of tournament from the late 15th century to the 17th century – added by author).  The hands 
are gone but apparently were in gauntlets. Deep tasses with seven pieces rounded at the base 
and finished with scalloped leather. The trunk hose full and pleated almost reaching to the 
knees and below the tasses, which arc strapped to the cuirass. The sword belt is narrow and 
buckled, fastened to the sword by two loops. The thighs and greaves are plain, hinged and 
hooked. The knee-kops with oblong squared pasguards. The ankles have spur straps but the 
feet are broken away. Round the shins are two rolls of material.  
 
At the end of the monument are the arms of Brereton impaling Ward ; at the sides a shield 
charged with the arms of Brereton with a crescent and the badge of baronetcy ; and another 
with those of Ward, chequy Or and Azure. 

 

 

NOTE: Source of image directly above and text that follows are from:  The Post 
Reformation Effigies Monuments of Cheshire (1550-1800) by Fred Crossley FSA, dated 23 
March 1939 
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When Sir Thomas Brereton died 7 January 1673, without a male heir, , the line once so 
firmly established in Cheshire terminated and nothing now remains but the old ancestral 
home, the recollections of the name, and the memories that surround it.  
 
There were frequent disputes respecting the disposition of the estates of Sir Thomas 
Brereton. Nathaniel Booth, of Mottram-Andrew claimed as heir, on the grounds of kinship 
and  under a deed of trust executed in the lifetime of Sir Thomas and William Ward, the 
eldest son of Frances Lady Ward.   
 
Eventually the estates descended to Nathaniel Booth, of Hampstead, who succeeded to the 
baronetcy, and also to the barony of Delamere.  On the 14th of June 1764, the manor, etc. 
passed from this Nathaniel by purchase to Edward Wrench, of Chester, and later his 
nephew and heir, Edward Omaney Wrench sold the manor in 1805. The purchaser was 
Joseph Cooper, of Handforth, yeoman, whose trustees in turn resold it in 1808 to William 
Pass, of Altrincham, from whom it was purchased by Stephen Symonds, of Handforth ( 
later  Broadwater Hall, Worthing) and James Cunliffe. The two owners held manor jointly 
until the dissolution of their partnership in 1875, and  Stephen Symonds became the sole 
until he sold the property to Edward T. Cunliffe, who became Lord of the Manor. 

 

 

THEODOSIA (née WARD) BRERETON & CHARLES BRERETON 

Following the death of Sir Thomas, his widow Theodosia (née Ward) Brereton married 
Hon Charles Brereton and they had a son Charles Brereton. Theodosia died in childbirth, 
on 23 February 1677, however, there are references indicating the baby, a son survived. 

Robert Maitland, in his history of the  Breretons of Cheshire  mentions the marriage of 
Theodosia and Hon Charles Brereton and suggests that their son was baptized at 
Brereton, Feb 23, 1677. Charles Brereton, the father must have been a younger son of the 
secondly,  Baron Brereton who died in 1664; however, he is not mentioned in the pedigree 
given by Omerod who has, also omitted the name of another younger son, John, who was 
Rector of Beverley, Yorkshire. Yet, Ormerod does include Charles and his son, as above, in 
the Handford pedigree.   Maitland goes on to say that Charles died without issue. -  

According to Omerod and The Visitation of Cheshire, Sir Thomas Brereton (great-grandson 
of Sir Urian Brereton) was born in 1632. The plaque shown in the photo above identifies 
his death as 1673/4 age 43 years – which would make his birth date 1630-32.  
 
Gilbert Brereton also prepared a family chart which identifies Sir Thomas Brereton as 
marrying and he follows the line to my ancestor  David Brereton (also the ancestor of 
Gilbert). However, I have been unable to find any evidence that Sir Thomas married Mary 
Sadlier and the generation between Sir Thomas and David cannot be traced.  The 
generations before Sir Thomas and after David Brereton have been documented. I have 
included excerpts from Gilbert’s family tree to help the reader find the information in 
question. Note: - the handwriting is mine. 
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Segment of chart prepared by Gilbert Brereton 

Titled:  A Genealogical & Chronological Chart of Descendants 

from the Earls Palatine of Chester and The Ancient Kings of England and Scotland. 
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Segment of family charts which identified Frances Ward  
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                    Larger segment of chart shown above 
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SIR URIAN BRERETON & ALICE TRAFFORD 

 
11.1.7.1) SIR URIAN BRERETON (?- 19 March  1577)  
Following the death of his first wife, Margaret, Sir Urian married his second wife, Alice (nee 
Trafford) Leyland the third daughter of Sir Edmund Trafford, of Trafford, Esq., of Lancastershire. 
Alice was the widow of  Sir William Leyland, of Morley Hall, in Ashley.  Urian and Alice had issue: 
 

11.1.7.1.2) Lady Mary Brereton (1564-6 April 1627) married Alexander Barlow (1557-1620) 
Lady Mary is buried Manchester Cathedral. 

  
11.1.7.1.2)  LADY MARY BRERETON (?-1627) 
Lady Mary Brereton, daughter of Sir Urian Brereton and his second wife, Alice (née Trafford) 
Brereton , married Sir Alexander Barlow 45(1557-1620) elder son of Alexander Barlow (c.1521-
84) and his wife Elizabeth Leigh, daughter of George Leigh of Adlington Hall (Cheshire).  Lady 
Mary was the second wife of Alexander.  
 
When he was only 4 years of age, a marriage was arranged between Alexander and an equally 
young Elizabeth Bellfield of Clegg. The marriage was held on 22 September 1562 at Middleton, 
Lancs. Upon reaching maturity, Alexander refused to ratify his first marriage and he obtained a 
divorce or annulment,  in 1574. 
 
Alexander is said to have conformed to the Protestant church and was knighted at the coronation 
of King James I, on 25 July 1603, but he later recanted and died ‘a true and perfect recusant 
Catholic’, in the words of his will.  Alexander and Mary had issue: 

 
Sir Alexander Barlow (1579-1642) 

 
Margaret Barlow (1581-1628) married Sir John Talbot (c.1582-1659) of Salesbury Hall, 

Lancashire 
 

George Barlow baptised at Didsbury, 4 March 1581/2; living in 1617 
 

William Barlow (c.1584-1656)  educated at Douai College and Salamanca (Spain) (DD);  
professed as a Benedictine monk (Fr. Rudesind) in Spain in 1605; ordained priest in1608;  

monk at Douai Abbey; prior of St. Gregory's Abbey, Douai, 1614-21;  
professor of theology at Douai (where he died in 1656) 

 
Edward Barlow (1585-1641), baptised at Didsbury (Lancs), 30 November 1585; converted to 

Roman Catholicism, 1607, and trained at the English College, Douai (France), and at Valladolid 
(Spain) as a Benedictine monk; ordained as a priest, in 1617 (taking the name Father Ambrose 

Barlow); 
 he then returned to England as a missionary and lived under the protection of Sir Thomas 
Tyldesley of Morley Hall, Astley (Lancs); he suffered a stroke in about 1640 which left him 

partially paralyzed, 
 but continued his ministry until he was arrested while conducting mass on Easter Day, 1641, 

 and taken to Lancaster, where he was tried and executed by hanging, drawing and quartering 
 and being boiled in oil, 10 September 1641; his head was subsequently exposed on a pike  
but was rescued by his cousin, Francis Downes of Wardley Hall (now the residence of the  

RC Bishop of Salford),  and the skull has been preserved  there to the present day;  

 
45 Additional Barlow family information can be found on landedfamilies.blogspot.com.  They identify their Principal sources as J. 
Booker, A History of the Ancient Chapels of Didsbury and Chorlton, in Manchester Parish, 1887, pp. 288–91; B. Camm, Forgotten shrines, 
1910, pp. 202-46; VCH Lancashire, vol. 4, 1911, pp. 297-302; Sir M. Barlow, Barlow family records, 1932; C. Hartwell, M. Hyde & Sir N. 
Pevsner, The buildings of England: Lancashire - Manchester and the south-east, 2004, pp. 412-13; 
 

 



 Randulphus (Randle) Brereton of Malpas     

 

                                                                                                                                                                              
©  This history was researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin  Updated Edition:  September  2021 

Contact information: website: breretonhistory.ca    email: contact@breretonhistory.ca 

65  of 67 

one of the 'forty English martyrs' beatified in 1930 and canonised as St. Ambrose Barlow in 1970. 
 

PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY, CHEADLE, CHESHIRE 
 
On 7 July 1550, Sir Urian and his relative Richard Brereton, had conferred upon them for life the 
survivorship, the office of Escheater of the county of Flint, and shortly after he commenced the 
rebuilding of the Hall of Handforth, completing it in 1562, as the inscription over the handsome 
carved oak screen in the Brereton chantry at Cheadle church , placing upon it his initials V. B. 
and his punning rebus, a briar and a tun. 
 
Urian’s death occurred at Handforth Hall on the 19 March 1577 and twelve days later his 
remains were interred at Cheadle.  By his first wife he had, as the inscription over the porch at 
Handforth records, six sons and two daughters and by his second wife, who survived him little 
more than a year, one son and four daughters.   
 
His Inquisition was held at Knutson on 28 March 1580 when, Randle Brereton his eldest son 
then of the age of forty, was found to be his heir. He did not however, long enjoy possession, as 
he died 30 December 1583, devolving upon his younger brother, William Brereton who five 
years previously had been united in marriage with Katherine, daughter of Roger Hurleston.   
 
The source of the following information is taken from the Guidebook by Dr. G. V. Chivers 46 
Cheadle.  
There has been a church in Cheadle since at least 1200AD, as the first Rector of Cheadle was  
named in the Domesday book as Hamo, however there is no independent record of what type of 
building was on the site. 
 
The church is basically a 16th century building, described in 1523 as ‘lately in great ruin and 
decay and now a building’. From then until 1556, the church was substantially rebuilt, but no 
further structural changes took place until the 19th century.  The main body of the church, 
between the pillars and under the high roof, is the nave, and the parts of the building on the 
outside of the pillars, with the lower sloping roofs, are the aisles. Following tradition, the church 
points east, so the two aisles are described as north and south (although unusually the church is 
not in a strict alignment with either compass or existing roads).  
 
The nave is divided from the aisles by five pointed arches, supported by four plain octagonal 
columns with similar capitals. The odd feature of these capitals is that those on the south side 
have three lines of shallow moulding while those on the north side have four, perhaps the result 
of a short time gap in the construction. Masons’ tool marks are visible on all the stonework in the 
church.  The nave roof, is oak camber-beamed, beautifully but simply ornamented, many of the 
bosses carved with stylised flowers. Both side walls lean outwards, but this probably occurred 
during construction. The old Tudor roof was taken out and replaced in 1859 (it was coloured in 
1981), and the Tudor east window was replaced in 1861 
 
The chancel is 16th century, with 19th century alterations. It is in the eastern part of the 
church and contains the communion table and choir seats, or stalls.   The lower part of the 
Chancel Screen is 16th century, the upper part is Victorian with some fine carving of four tiny 
faces on each pendant. Looking up, above the chancel screen, there are clearly cut grooves 
where a rood loft once fitted. In the north wall, the doorway can be seen which led out onto 
this gallery. 
 
 
 
  

 
46   G. V. Chivers, The Parish Church of St. Mary, Cheadle, Cheshire; History and Guidebook (Published by the Rector and 

Prochial Church Council of St. Mary’s Parish Church, Cheadle, Cheshire: 1993) 
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There are two chapels from the 16th century: 
 

SAVAGE CHAPEL 

 
Breretons are linked incidentally to two of the families of this church and more substantially to 
two others. The 16th century Savage and Brereton Chapels in the church are of particular 
interest to Breretons. 
 
Sir John Savage of Clifton, and his wife Elizabeth had endowed the Savage Chapel in 1523 when 
they had promised, to find an honest and discreet priest to sing and say mass for their good estate 
and prosperity and with good reason.  Although they declared it was part of the re-edifying of 
the church, it was really to salve their consciences and souls.  In 1520, Sir John Savage and his 
father (also Sir John) had been indicted for murder.  Through the mediation of Cardinal Wolsey 
and the crucial help of the Earl of Worcester, Chamberlain to Henry VIII, Sir John Savage the 
younger had obtained the King's pardon.  Worcester was Savage's father-in-law; but Savage had 
to pay a fine of 4,000 marks - a very large sum. Savage died in 1528. 
 
When the screen was completed in 1529 the widowed Elizabeth had two sons and two 
daughters to provide for.  Court connections were again useful for her brother had become Earl 
of Worcester and his wife, also Elizabeth, was Lady-in-waiting to Anne Boleyn. The children of 
Elizabeth and John became wards of the King.  Elizabeth Savage moved to London and married 
one of Henry VIII's grooms of the Privy Chamber, namely William Brereton of the Malpas branch 
who had organized a petition from nobles and gentry to the Pope supporting the King's divorce 
from Catherine of Aragon.  Brereton also acquired a monopoly of Crown appointments in Wales, 
which he refused to surrender to Henry's minister Thomas Cromwell, who then entangled 
Brereton in the adultery accusations against Anne Boleyn. 
 
The inscription around the screen of the Savage Chapel, translated from the original Latin is 
"Pray for the souls of Sir John Savage and Elizabeth his wife their sons and their daughters who 
caused this chapel to be made in the year (dating) from the delivery of the Virgin 1529. Note: Sir 
John Savage married Elizabeth Brereton, daughter of Sir Wm. Brereton IV and Amylia Venables 
(could it have been the same couple?). The families were joined once again when the First Baron 
of Leighlin, Lord Brereton of Brereton married Margaret Savage of Roch Savage. 

 

BRERETON CHAPEL 

 
The Brereton Chapel is on the south side of the nave.  There is a finely carved screen, which is 
worth looking at.  On the side facing the nave the upper part has carved upon it tuns (or wine 
barrels) entwined with briar leaves and branches.  This forms a pun (or rebus) on the name of 
Sir Urian Brereton (briar-tun) who was responsible for the screen being put up.  His initials, V.B. 
are to be found in the scrollwork. The base of the screen has some fine linen-fold panels each 
individually carved. 
 
The two alabaster effigies on the table tomb are of the 15th century and must have been in the 
earlier church building.  The bareheaded effigy nearer the window is probably that of Sir John 
Honford of Handforth (1392 - c 1460) and great grandfather of William Honford, Margaret’s 
fathers. The helmeted effigy might be Richard Bulkeley (1392-1454) great grandfather of Lady 
Katherine Bulkeley who had the Chancel built in 1556. (Note: the Brereton's were also married 
to Bulkeleys).   
 
At the end of the south aisle is the Brereton Chapel. The screen was put up by Sir Urian 
Brereton and circa 1525, he installed the original glass in the east window of the chapel. 
 
The single stone effigy in the chapel is of Sir Thomas Brereton (d.1674) and the two alabaster 
effigies are 15th century and must have been in the earlier church building. Since 1990 the 
Brereton chapel has been used as a church book room and missionary display. 
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