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Introduction 
 
I was born in Canada, daughter of Albert (Bert) Lionel Brereton and 
Mabel Doak. Dad’s paternal grandparents, James Westropp Brereton and 
Ursula Harnett (along with four children) arrived in Canada from 
Listowel, Ireland in 1878, after the Captain had been appointed a 
Dominion Commissioner of Police, by Queen Victoria.   
 
Dad’s maternal grandparents were Dan Martin of Northern Ireland and 
Julia Crowley, identified as ‘of the Province of Munster, Ireland’.  My 
mother’s great grandparents, both the Willis and Doak families, also 
immigrated to Canada from Northern Ireland. So, it is little wonder that 
I went in search of my Irish ancestors.  
 

As my great-grandfather Captain James W. Brereton kept a diary and there were family tales and 
newspaper clippings of Brereton and Handford Halls, I became intrigued with my Irish Brereton ancestors 
at an early age.   
 
I began my journey with the Breretons of Cheshire and I continue to be fascinated with this family who 
travelled the world, were knighted and held positions of power. Also, as with many Landed Gentry 
families, their sons went into the clergy (some rising to senior positions), became involved in politics , were 
lawyers, judges, sheriffs, educators, poets, groomsmen to monarchs, served in the military at home and 
abroad,  etc.  So, there are lots of interesting stories and the documents and so many more available on-
line, thanks to the digitization of many library collections. 

 
In the summer of 2001, I  attended the wonderful, Worldwide Brereton Reunion, in Cheshire, England, which 
was coordinated by Pamela and Derek Brereton of Michigan, USA. The attendees, who came from the 
United States, Australia, Great Britain, South Africa, Ireland, Canada and Zimbabwe visited many sites, 
including Brereton Hall, Handforth Hall, Bowdon Church, Altrincham, St. Marys, Church Nantwich, St. 
Oswald's Church, Brereton Chapel, St. Mary's Church, Astbury and Gawsworth Hall. What an amazing 
experience. 
 

 
 

Cover of booklet prepared  for our visit to St. Oswald  
 
This was my second of three visits to Brereton Hall.  The first time occurred, in 1993, when my husband 
and I visited England and had the privilege of touring the Hall with the owners, Mary and Derrick Creigh. 
At the time, they were considering transitioning the Hall from its previous life as a private girl’s school into  
a venue for hosting weddings and other events. The Brereton Hall property was still intact; however, it 
required significant upgrading – which would be a challenge as Brereton Hall is a Grade II building.  Since 
that time, Brereton Hall changed ownership at least three times, and was really altered, in 1999, when the 
owner severed the Hall from other properties on the site. You can find more information about the Hall 
and its inhabitants in my histories ‘Brereton Hall, Cheshire’ and ‘The Breretons of Cheshire’.   
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While I have always been interesting in learning about my own Brereton family, it was the Reunion of 2001 
that sparked my interest in writing and resulted in my initial history, ‘In Search of My Family’. Twenty years 
have passed since I completed the first history; there are currently thirteen histories on my website 
www.breretonhistory.ca. Some of the histories, such as The Descendants of David Brereton of Killurin, Ireland, 
were written in response to a personal search for my Irish ancestors, while others were in response to emails 
from Breretons looking for their personal story.  As many old genealogical records follow the male line, I 
initially followed suit; however, over time I have added stories about the female Breretons, including many 
who married into the Brereton families.   
  
While a lot of time has been spent searching for source documents and writing the histories, my husband 
Bob and I have travelled extensively in Ireland, England, Wales and Canada, taking photos, visiting sites,  
and numerous archives, gathering information.  Our visits to England were key to writing my early 
histories. However, it was my walk along the shore of Cross Lake, Province of Manitoba, Canada, on the 
site settled by my great-grandparents provided a real sense of connection. Our trips to Ireland where I 
visited so many Breretons sites, including the birthplace of my great-grandparents and my great-great-
great-grandfather,  David Brereton of Killurin, Co. Offaly (born 1732) felt like coming home. 

 
Acknowledgements 

 
While travel and research played a critical role in developing my understanding of the breadth and scope 
of the Brereton story, and in the development of the histories I have written, I also want to acknowledge 
the help I received, early in the process, from Ann Beverly Coltman. We met in 2001, at the Brereton 
Reunion in Cheshire and it was through her that I learned about the genealogical research and stories 
gathered by Patrick Montague-Smith. Anne shared some of his written notes with me and they allowed me 
to gradually build my initial family history.  
 
For those who have not heard of Patrick Montague-Smith; he was a genealogist, editor of Debrett’s Peerage 
and a Brereton on his mother’s side. Patrick had planned to track the Brereton Hall title and so, in the spring 
of 1948, letters and articles appeared in major newspapers throughout the British Empire and its former 
colonies appealing for information to help solve the mystery of the unclaimed title of Lord Brereton, Baron of 
Leighlin, created by King James I.   Patrick was interested in biographies, life stories and reminiscences as well 
as pedigrees, and over the years he gathered a significant amount of information from Breretons all over 
the world. Apparently, he also had visits from some who hoped to discover where they fit into the Brereton 
lexicon. Patrick died in 1986, and to the best of my knowledge never published his planned Brereton book. 
By incorporating some of his research into my histories , Patrick’s typewritten notes will not be lost and I 
sincerely hope he would be pleased to see the information shared with his Brereton kin.  Anne, who is a 
descendant of the Breretons of South Africa, also shared her 1977 Master’s thesis titled A Comparative Study 
of the Breretons of Wisconsin and the Breretons of South Africa their pedigrees and biographies.   Her thesis 
provided another wonderful source of information, particularly when I was writing the stories about 
Brereton Hall and The Breretons of Cheshire.  
 

Research 
 
Researching a family history is so much easier with all the information available on the ‘web’; however, the 
biggest challenge is in validating the data. So, it was important to me that I include, whenever possible, 
references to the information source. In some cases, this was an individual who has contacted me and 
provided new information regarding their family. I have also added comments within the narrative, related 
to the source of information and or ‘bits’ of information that I thought would enhance the story.  Finally, 
there are many footnotes identified sources.  
 
What began, twenty years ago, as a desire to find and record my Irish ancestors has evolved into numerous 
Brereton histories. This occurred, as a result of my determination to capture and share all the information 
I gathered over the years, and as a response to the many inquiries I received from other Brereton ancestors, 
especially once my initial histories were uploaded to the web.   
 
My interest in Wales began when I received an inquiry about a Rev. Robert Brereton of Liverpool whose 
father was Edward Brereton of Borras, Denbighshire, Wales.   
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While I have lots of information about the Brereton of Cheshire, I had no knowledge of this Rev. Robert so 
as I started my search with an email to my British friend and fellow Brereton historian, Rosemary Jewers. 
As expected, Rosemary quickly provided some leads.   
 
However, my interest did not stop there and suddenly I had to learn about the Breretons who lived in 
Wales, hoping perhaps my g-g-g-g-grandfather David Brereton of Killurin, Ireland had a Welsh connection. 
Other questions such as their relationship with the Breretons of Cheshire and with the Salusbury, Trelawny 
and Lloyd families quickly followed and the search began – this time with the added challenge of learning 
about the boundaries of Wales and Cheshire, the ancient families of Wales and of course, one had to be 
very careful with the spelling the Welsh names and places. 

In 2016, I prepared a new history, titled ‘The Breretons of Borrasham’. It begins with Sir Randle Brereton of 
Malpas and his wife Alicia of Ipstones (the name has also been written as Ipstan, Ipstans, Ipstone among 
others) and ends with Rev. Robert Brereton, Rector of Northop, Flintshire, Wales.  The document was 
updated in 2018 after receiving an email from David Smart, a descendant of Andrew Brereton, son of Owen 
and Elizabeth (Salusbury) Brereton. David provided additional information about his branch of the family.  

The Breretons of Borrasham history has been incorporated into this new volume  ’ Randulphus Brereton of 
Malpas’ which follows the Breretons of Malpas and identifies links to the Breretons of Cheshire and the 
early welsh connections. 
 
Fortunately, early in the process I came across a wonderful document.  ‘The History of The Princes, The Lords 
Marcher, and the Ancient Nobility of Powys Fadog and The Ancient Lords of Arwystli Cedewain and Meirionnydd 
by J. Y. W. Lloyd of Clochfaen, Esq, M.A., K.S.G , Vol II.  
 
Thankfully Lloyd’s document supported much of my research and allowed me to enhance the story of the 
Welsh branch of the Breretons of Cheshire. I have added many references, as appendices and included 
early family charts and other documentation, including three hand-written family charts which are 
included in Bartrum’s  Project of Welsh Genealogy. His project can be found on the Cadir Open Access Registry, 
on the Aberystwyth University site. 
 
As always when preparing Brereton histories, I am in awe of the work of Robert Maitland Brereton, John 
Brereton of California and Patrick Montague Smith who gathered so many Brereton details and stories, at 
a time when research was carried out without the ease of the ‘web’.   
 
On a personal note – notwithstanding all the references to David Belward, David le Clerk, David of Egerton 
etc. I am still attempting to find the link to my ancestor, David Brereton of Killurin, Ireland, born 1732.   

 
Grammar  

 
Given the age of some the information found during my research, not surprisingly, the print was not always 
clear. Further, the use of archaic spelling and uncommon words i.e. coigns, older style punctuation and 
sentence structure, the use of British legal terms and currencies, led to some challenges. However, I did 
persevere and while I often retained the archaic spelling of words, I provided footnotes whenever I thought 
it would help the reader to better understand the information.  I have also used Canadian spelling for 
words such as colour, and of course, my own writing style may at times not meet editorial standards. 

 
Sharing 

 
There are so many interesting stories to be found about the Breretons who stayed in England and 
those who travelled the world.  I hope you find this a fun, interesting and enlightening history! For me, 
sharing the history and corresponding with other Brereton continues to be an important part of my history 
projects. 
 
As this history was written for my own family and for sharing with other interested Breretons it should 
not be used for commercial purposes without the written permission of the author. While the document 
has been uploaded in a PDF format to discourage alteration by others, if you have information that will 
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enhance the stories or that contradicts information I have provided, I am certainly open to reviewing 
and/or updating the stories. 

Thank You 
 
Lastly, I want to thank all of you who have contacted me over the years,  your support, interest and the 
new information provided has certainly helped me continue to capture the stories of our Brereton 
ancestors. If you find your ancestors among the many histories, I would appreciate it if you acknowledge 
my histories as a source, when appropriate .  
 
Faye Brereton-Goodwin, Ontario, Canada 
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CHAPTER 1  
 

Background Information 
 

 
 
 

Brereton Crest 
 
Out of a ducal coronet, a bear's head couped sable, muzzled gold - sometimes written as a bear's head 
proper issuing from a ducal coronet.  A ducal coronet is a simple circlet with 5 leaf-points and small points 
being inserted between.  The Coronet of a Baron would show 4 pearls upon a circlet.  Except in the cases of 
arms and crests matriculated in Lyon Register as an ancient origin and in use before 1672 (as was the case 
with the Brereton Crest) or confirmed on the strength of user by Ulster, King of Arms, the ordinary ducal 
crest coronet and the chapeau are no longer granted in ordinary cases.   
 

Muzzled Bear 
 
The following is one story told about why the bear is muzzled: An old butler when asked to explain the 
muzzle said that the bear bit one of the family, Sir William Brereton a staunch Presbyterian friend of 
Bradshaw Dukinfield. The bear apparently also bit Sir George Boothe, commander-in-chief of the 
Parliamentarian forces in Cheshire.  

 
Brereton Motto 

 
Opilulante Deo  

 (With the aid of God or with God's help) 
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Brereton Seal of William de Brereton  
 
A few year ago, T. P (Paul) Le Gay1 Brereton sent me some information about the Le Gay Brereton family, 
and others and the letter included the image shown above.  It is the seal of  William de Brereton; with the 
date 1374 AD.    

 
Paul identifies this Sir William Brereton occurs 47th Edward (circa  1374) in a bond of 40 pounds he gave 
(at Nottingham) to Robert de Morton, to which his seal was attached as represented in the above engraving, 
( HARL MSS 2074). This Sir William Brereton was the father of William Brereton and Randle Brereton (who 
married Elen daughter and heiress of David de Egerton representative of the Norman barons of Malpas ). 
From this marriage, the Breretons derived large possessions and descent.  At the time of the marriage, 
David de Egerton was probably still living as the portion of the lady was only 100 pounds, for which Sir 
William Brereton gave his receipt at Egerton, 27th Edward III (c. 1353). 
  
Paul also mentioned that the Brereton bear (shown above) wears a muzzle and  it does not appear that the 
bear  is coming out of the crown.   Given the dating of the seal – the 1300s – this item appears to be in 
conflict with the many stories about the muzzle – including the idea that it occurred because of a valet 
murder, and even at the time of the death of Anne Boleyn and William Brereton in 1575.  Another interesting 
mystery! 
 
The second wife of Sir William Brereton was Margaret Done (widow of John Davenport)  and from this 
marriage descended the Breretons of Malpas Hall and Shocklach. 

 
 
 
 

 
1    Paul was born in Australia – his great-grandfather, John Le Gay Brereton (1827-1886), physician and author, was born in 

Bawtry, Yorkshire, England, son of Thomas Le Gay Brereton, doctor of medicine, and his wife Mary Ann, née Taylor. John 
studied medicine at Edinburgh (M.R.C.S., 1851) and became a licentiate of the Apothecaries' Company, London, and received 
his M.D. from St Andrews University in that year. Dr. John immigrated to Australia in 1859. Apparently, the inclusion of 
the Le Gay name references  the surname of a wife of a Brereton.  
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Brereton Creed 
 

Tho thou be for thy pedigree accompted 
as ancient as Saturn, in wisdom as wise 

as Solomon, in power as mightie as 
Alexander, in wealth as rich as Croesus, 
and for thy beautie as Flora, yet if thou 

be careless of religion and neglect the true 
service of the ever-living God thou art a 

catiff most vile and miserable. 
 

Doe nothing this day whereof thou mayest regret tomorrow 
Know him well whom thou makest thy counsel lest 

he betray thy secret. 
 

Blazon of Arms 
 

Argent, two bars sable: Argent is white silver and denotes nobility, peace and trust;  
Sable is black and signifies night and repentance; the bar of conscience, religion, and honour 
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CHAPTER  2  
 

Brereton Ancestors Arrive in England 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Above: The Domesday entry for Brereton 
 
 
 
 

(262) The same Gilbert holds BRETONE [Brereton]. Wulfgat held it and was a free man. There [are] 
2 hides that pay geld. The land is for 4 ploughs. In demesne is 1 [plough] and 2 ox men (farmers), and 
2 villeins (villagers) with 3 bordars (small holders). There [is]1 acres of meadow. Wood 1 league long 
and ? [league] wide, and a mill worth 12d. Of this land 2 of his men hold 1 hide and have 1 plough and 
2 serfs and 2 villeins and 4 bordars. TRE the whole was worth 20s., now the same. He found it waste. 
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Excerpt:  “Observations upon the History of one of the old Cheshire family” 
by historian Sir Fortunatus Dwarris, B.A. F. R.S, F.S.H. (written circa 1848) 

 
”Ormerod, in his History of Cheshire, mentions Grosvenor, Davenport, and Brereton as "three grantees who can be 
proved by ancient deeds to have existed at or near the Conquest, though unnoticed in Domesday."  

Of these the family least favoured by fortune in later times (the peerage and the baronetage in the Brereton family 
having both become extinct, and the heirship in lands and manors in all the principal English lines having descended 
to females) was, during the earliest centuries after the Conquest, among the most distinguished in the palatinate2, 
and, by its fortunate and splendid marriages, became entitled to prefer for its issue the highest claims, even to ducal 
and regal descent. This state of the case, and a natural desire to uphold ancient valour and renown against the mere 
caprices of fortune, renders what can be collected of personal anecdote, local tradition, or the biography of the members 
of such a family (and not the mere bead-roll of its pedigree which is printed in local histories), a suitable subject of 
archaeological inquiry, often suggestive of useful topics, and sometimes replete with interesting matter. 

The Breretons appear to have arrived in England from Normandy with William the Conqueror, under Gilbert or 
Gislebert de Venables, surnamed Venator (the hunter), afterwards Baron of Kinderton, in the retinue of that grim 
leader, Hugh Lupus (the wolf) afterwards Earl of Chester3. The names of Venables and of Breton (but not of Brereton) 
are to be found in the roll of Battle Abbey, a sufficiently cited and very memorable list of the names of Norman barons, 
knights, and esquires who were present at the battle of Hastings, which was hung up at Battle Abbey, and preserved 
with religious care by the monks, who had enough to do to pray their founders out of purgatory, and to save the souls 
of such bloody sinners. 

After the Conquest the manor of Brereton (called Bretone in Domesday), was one of the six dependencies of the barony 
of Kinderton. The Norman grantee of this barony was supposed to have been a younger brother of Stephen Earl of 
Blois. The Venables arms are, "azure, two bars argent4; Crest, on a wreath a wyvern argent, pierced with an arrow, 
devouring a child proper."  

 

There is legend that “a lineal descendant from, cousin-german to Kynge William the Conqueror, who came with him 
into England, slew a terrible dragon at Moston Mere, at which instant time the sayd dragon was devouring of a child.  
In this satisfactory way is the half-devoured child property (the singular crest of the Venables) accounted for. 

 

 
2     Initially it referred to areas in Germany; however, in this instance it probably relates to a territory ruled by a palatine prince 

or noble or count palatine.  
3  Harl.MS. 1925. Brereton," temp. Hugonis, cognom. Lupi, com. Palat. Cestr. post Conquest, primi, ex dono magni regis 

Gulielmi Com 
4    Azure (blue) and Argent (Silver)  
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The principal branch of the Venables is merged in the Vernons of Shipbrook, another highly distinguished Norman 
family, of which Lord Vernon, Baron of Kinderton is the representative. (ed. Comment: in the 11th century, Lord 
Vernon held lands within Cheshire and Norfolk England, as Lord and tenant in chief).  The ancient local historian 
forcibly observes, that, " however light the Cheshire honours may appear at present, yet while Lord Vernon enjoys his 
more modern honours in common with many of his peers, with regard to his ancient barony of Kinderton he is most 
honourably and singularly peerless.’ "Very shortly after this period," says Ormerod, "the manor of Brereton was 
granted to a family which assumed the local name, and was probably descended from the same stock as the Norman 
grantee of the barony of Kinderton if an opinion may be formed from the arms which the Breretons subsequently used: 
argent, two bars sable, differing only in tincture from the coat which the barons of Kinderton had adopted.  
 
This theory, as to the family connection and use of arms, seems rational, and is probably well founded. And the more 
so, as it is found in the pedigree that the Church patronage of the Venables provided for such of the Breretons as took 
holy orders. Thus, temp. Edw. I, we find that Gilbert Brereton was Rector of Astbury on the presentation of Roger de 
Venables; while, in 1344, Hamo Brereton was rector of Brereton. 
 
Again, (what seems a decisive test of consanguinity) it is ascertained that upon any intermarriage of the Venables 
with the Breretons, a dispensation was required. Upon these grounds, both solid and plausible, it is not unreasonably 
inferred that the first grantee of the manor of Brereton, who assumed the local name, was a Venables, or a nameless 
scion of that house. For, in early days, the landless man of gentle blood was compelled to find a lord who would accept 
his fealty. To him the youthful aspirant to military honours remained attached till he gained a grant of lands in requital 
of his services. If, by distinguished exertions in the battle-field, he won his spurs, he usually received a territorial 
qualification to enable him to one of the Old Cheshire Families support his rank. Then had the new landed proprietor, 
what the attentive poet, who marked every "change of many-coloured life," has spoken of as concomitant. 
 

" A local habitation—and a name." 
"For," says Ormerod, "the manner of those ages was, to style men from the places where they lived,  

and for their posterity afterwards wholly to retain the local name.5  
The title of the feud was written over (sur—super) the name; thus      

    
Brereton           Dutton  

                             de            de 
                          Ralph          Hugh 
 

Upon the subject of surnames, and the arbitrary and capricious mode of their adoption in the age next immediately 
succeeding the Norman era, an illustration is derived in Camden's “Remains concerning Britain6" from the archives 
and muniments7 of the very family now under consideration. "For variety and alteration of names in one familie, 
upon diverse respects," says the truly learned Camden, "I will give you one Cheshire example for all, out of an ancient 
roll belonging to Sir William Brereton of Brereton, which I saw twenty years since. Not long after the Conquest 
William Belward8, lord of the moitie9 of Malpas, had two sons, Dan David of Malpas, surnamed the Clerke, and 
Richard. "Dan David had William de Malpas; his second son, named Philip Gogh; one of the issues of whose eldest 
sons took the name of Egerton 10  a third, of David Golborne and one, Goodman. 

 
5     “With those whose merits entitled them to the possession of lands," says a delightful writer of the romantic school, who 

speaks in the very spirit of chivalry, and may he fairly cited as a veritable ancient, "surnames were generally taken 
from the soil. This mode of taking titles from the soil placed the possessor of an ancient territorial name in some sort beyond the 
reach of fortune. This soil might, by any of the thousand vicissitudes of human affairs, be transferred to other hands; be owned 
by stranger blood;—but now there was something of which accident could not  

 deprive him: the territorial name remained; linked indissolubly and forever with all the ancient ennobling associations. Few, 
indeed, are the feudal territorial names that have survived the ordeal of the eight centuries since the Conquest;—the 
destroying Crusaders; the exterminating wars of the Roses; the jealous axe of the Plantagenets and the Tudors; but those few 
are the natural nobility of the land."—Warburton, Footsteps of the Normans, vol. ii. Page 182. 

6     edition 1637, page 141 
7  Refers to : a document or record, especially if an archive 
8     Robert, 2nd son of William Le Belward had lordship of Cholmondeley as a gift from his father.  He marrie  Mahel, daughter of 

Richard FitzNigil, Baron of Halton, from whom the Earls of Cholmonley descend. The 3rd son Richard was seated at 
Duckington 

9    ‘Moitie – French for half 
10    Hence it appears that the noble family of Egerton originally sprung from David de Malpas, lord of a moiety of the barony of 

Malpas. Elena, sister and coheiress of David de Egerton, having married Sir William Brereton of Brereton in 1368, the elder 
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“Richard had three sons, Thomas de Cotgrave, William de Overton, and Richard Little who had two sons, Ken Clarke 
and John Richardson. Herein you may note alteration of names in respect of habitation, in Egerton, Cotgrave, 
Golburne, and Overton; in respect of colour, in Gogh (that is, red); in respect of qualitie, in Good man; of stature, in 
Little; of learning, in Ken Clarke; of the father's Christian name, in Richardson; all descending from William Belward 
lord of Malpas, which one house, the gentlemen of so different names (Egerton, Golborne, Cotgrave. Overton, Gogh, 
Little) would not be easily induced to believe they were descended from." It is not proposed to pursue this subject of 
the extensive ramification of surnames further in this place, but it is one of curious inquiry."11  
 
‘To return to the house of Brereton whether the first of the family, heard of in England, were a Venables, or a youthful 
kinsman engaged in the Norman adventure, with a promise of provision and advancement out of the territorial spoils, 
and not entitled to a surname till he acquired a local habitation, must remain uncertain. What we first find as a fact  
is, that in the reign of William Rufus, Ralph de Brereton witnessed a deed of Gilbert de Venables, and was therefore 
most probably his esquire, attendant upon his person. Again, another Ralph de Brereton appears as a witness to the 
grant of Marton in 1176. He is found in a pedigree in the Harl. MS12 mentioned as Sir Ralph Brereton. Then comes 
William du Brereton, with whom the Brereton pedigree in Ormerod commence properly thus: The allegiance, 
dependence, tie, or bond which bound the Breretons to the Venables', whatever it was clearly was more than the 
ordinary territorial; feudal obligation of military service, lasted in its integrity till 1336, when it was almost entirely 
bought off. In that year Hugh Venables, Baron of Kinderton, released to Sir William Brereton his right in all services 
by which the said William Brereton held lands from him within the demesne or fee of Brereton, except the service due 
for one knight's fee. Soon after this, in the time of King Richard I. Sir William Brereton procured the grant of a weekly 
market and of an annual fair to the township of Brereton. About the same time the village church was built.  Such was 
the date of the old church of Brereton, though it was only in the reign of Henry VIII that it was made parochial, instead 
of continuing a chapel of ease to Astbury, and a domestic chapel to the Brereton family; and at this time the advowson 
of the rectory was attached to the manor.” 
 

 
 

 
line of the Egertons were afterwards represented by the Breretons of Brereton Hall, and, as was then added, of Malpas Castle. 
Much of the Brereton property eventually reverted to the Egertons, partly by devise. See post (later in this document) Shocklack 
and Malpas Hall Breretons, and Breretons of Tatton. The Golbornes of Golborne David and of Overton, were descendants of 
the same David de Malpas. The four martlets, the arms of the Golbornes of Overton vary little from those of the birds of which 
family they married a coheiress, with whom they had considerable estates - Inq. p. m. 10 Eliz.10 "Edward Golborne held a capital 
messuage (a dwelling house with outbuildings and land assigned to its use) in Overton from Sir William Brereton by military 
service, with lands in Wich Milbank, Aston, Overton, Carden, Edge, and five other parishes." An extant letter of the first Lord 
Brereton, dated 26th January, 1624, lays claim to descent from Randulph 6th Earl of Chester, through Dan David de Malpas, 
son of William Belward, and Tanghurst, sister of the said Randulph, and refers to the quarterings in his coat of arms.—Harl. 
MS. British Museum. 

11   And there is no lack of material. Thus in Ireland it was enacted, in 1465, in the earliest parliament of the Pale, that " every 
Irishman dwelling in the counties of Kildare, Meath, Louth, and Dublin, should go like unto an Englishman; should shave his 
beard above the mouth; be within one year sworn the liegeman of the King, and take to him an English surname of one town, 
as Chester; or colour, as white, black, brown: or art or science, as smith or carpenter; or office, as cook or butler; and that he 
and his issue should thence forth use this name under pain of forfeiture" 

12   Harley Manuscripts 
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Map showing the proximity of Chester to Wales, Salop, Staffordshire,  
Derbyshire & Lancashire  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Map showing proximity of Ireland, Wales and England, 
 also Chester and Wales 
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3) RANDULPHUS de BRERETON (born in the 1100’s)  
Randulphus married Cecile St. George and had issue: 
 

3.1)  William de Brereton who married Margery de Torhaunt  
daughter of Ralph FitzPeter de Torhaunt  

 (SEE CHAPTER 4) 
 

Gilbertus de Brereton rector of Astbury, on the presentation of Roger de Venables 
 

Isolda Brereton who married Gilbert de Stoke ( son of Ranus de Prayers, who held Brunlea.) 
Isolda was given  Brindley, at the time of her marriage. According to the history, ‘Genealogical  

Gleaning in England, vol. 1’ Isolda and  Gilbert had two sons and  
both took the surname Brindley – one is identified as Piers Brindley.13  

 
 

 
 

Modern Map showing property held by Gilbertus de Brereton (in blue ink) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
14(249) GILBERT DE VENABLES holds of Earl Hugh ECLESTONE [Eccleston]. 

Edwin held it and was a free man. There [are] 5 hides that pay geld 
The land is for 6 ploughs. In demesne is 1 [plough] and 2 serfs, and 4 villeins (villagers)  

and 1 bordar (dwelling etc.) with 1 plough. There [is] a boat (narvis) and a net,  
and ? acre of meadow. TRE (At the time of King Edward) it was worth 10s.,  now 50s. It was waste. 

 

 
13   Brindley is a village and civil parish in Cheshire, England about 3¾ miles to the west of Nantwich. 
14   Source: The Domesday reference to Gilbert of Venables in Eccleston and the beginnings of the Alburgham entry. 
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ADA OF SCOTLAND 
 
Some researchers have suggested that following the death of Cecile (St. George)Brereton, Randulphus 
Brereton married Ada, daughter of David, Earl of Huntingdon (who can be traced to David I, King of 
Scotland and her mother’s family can be traced back to the first Celtic King of Scotland).   For example,  
information contained in the grant issued when the First Lord Leighlin of Brereton Hall was knighted 
in 1588 in Flushing, Netherlands suggests that David and Matilda had a son John and daughter Ada. 
Following is a portion of the grant, which references Sir William Brereton link with Ada: 
 
Sir William15 towards us and our Crown and that he is sprung from an ancient noble and most renowned family 
in as much he is descended through many illustrious ancestors from Ada, Sister of John (surnamed Scot) seventh 
Earl of Chester and Daughter of David Earl of Angus and Huntingdon Lord of Galloway within our Kingdom 
of Scotland younger brother of William. 
 
In the tourist booklet Scotland’s Kings and Queens,16 the writers identify Lady Ada as the daughter of 
William de Warenne, Earl of Surrey who married Henry, Earl of Huntingdon. Henry was the son of 
David I, The Saint (1124-1153) and Matilda, daughter of Waltheof, Earl of Huntingdon.  The booklet 
also identifies three sons of  Ada and Henry:  Malcolm IV (1153-1165); William I the Lion (1165-1214) 
and David Earl of Huntingdon. Henry died in 1152. David (died 1216) Earl of Huntingdon married 
Matilda (died 1233), daughter of Hugh Kevelioc, Earl of Chester.   
 
It is said that Omerod had doubts about the marriage: however, he shows the marriage of Ada and 
Randulphus on the family chart included in his History of Cheshire. ( see page 18) .  Erdeswick also 
voiced doubts about the marriage in his 1603 history, Survey of Staffordshire17 he identified Ada as 
marrying secondly Sir William Handsacre not Sir William Brereton  
 
In an attempt to resolve the controversy around Lady Ada, Patrick Montague-Smith (who was editor 
of Debrett's Peerage and a Brereton descendant) suggests that the marriage did occur, but there were 
no children.  I agree with Patrick that had Ada married Randulphus she would have been too old to 
have children. Consequently, William Brereton would have been the son Randulphus Brereton and 
his first wife Cecile de George.   
 
During a visit to England, I visited St. Mary’s Church, Astbury, in Cheshire and was surprised to find 
the  tombs of Sir Randulphus Brereton and Lady Ada and further on a trip to St. Oswald’s Church, 
Brereton, Sandbach, I found the indisputable linking of the Brereton arms with those of the Earls of 
Chester and Huntingdon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15   William I The Lionhearted, born 1143; he reigned from 1165 to 1214. He succeeded his unmarried brother Malcolm IV. 
16   Scotland’s Kings and Queens, published by Pitkin Unichrome Ltd. 1992 Pictorials. Booklet purchased by author in Scotland. 
17   The Survey of Staffordshire prepared by Sampson Erdeswick, Esq, contains antiquities and is collated with manuscript copies 

and with additions and corrections by Wyrley, Chetwynd, Degge, Smyth, Lyttelton, Buckeridge and others 
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TOMB OF SIR RANDULPHUS BRERETON & LADY ADA 
 
The tomb at St. Mary’s Church, Astbury, Cheshire and the inscription is very compelling. The church  
has been described as one of the most beautiful churches in the country.  While the earliest parts of 
the church go back to Saxon times, there are no longer any remnants of the early Saxon construction; 
which would have been wattle construction with a thatched roof. However, there is considerable 
evidence of the Norman Period visible in the north doorway into the church, with its semi-circular 
arch.  There is also evidence of construction undertaken during the early English period.   
 
Although the structure has changed over the years, the current form dates to the fifteenth century.  
On the south side of the church is a porch and above it a priest’s chamber which would have served 
as living quarters for rectors and the monks of Astbury when it was a monastery.   
 
The interior of the church is beautiful with towering ceiling supported by stone arches and a wooden 
nave roof extensively restored in the Jacobean period. There are stunning stained-glass windows, the 
remains of a 15th century wall-painting showing the Blessed Virgin blessing St. George before his 
battle with the dragon  (there is no other known example depicting this scene in St. George's life) and 
wonderful carved wood, some dating to the 1600's. The south aisle roof is spectacular with many 
carved wooden roof bosses.  Other features of note include the great west door beneath a stately tower 
is the spire, rebuilt in 1838 to replace an early English one destroyed by lightning.  The massive ancient 
battlements are impressive 
 
The Brereton Coat of Arms can be found on the exterior of the church, and a number of Brereton coats 
of arms decorate the ceiling molding.  The Brereton family of Astbury died out before the church was 
completed in the 14th century.    Mystery remains  unsolved! 
 

 
Image from booklet of St. Mary’s Church, Astbury 

 
 In the cemetery on the grounds of St. Mary's Church, Astbury you can see a fine canopied tomb of Sir Randulphus 
Brereton and Lady Ada Brereton - with the following inscription:   HIC JACENT RADULPHUS BRERETON MILES; ET 
DOMINA ADA, UXOR SUE, UNA DAVID COMMITIS NUNTING DONIC  
 

(Here lies Radulph Brereton, Knight, and the Lady Ada his wife, one of the daughters of David Huntingdon). 



 Randulphus (Randle) Brereton of Malpas     
 

                                                                                                                                                                              
©  This history was researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin  Updated Edition:  September  2021 

Contact information: website: breretonhistory.ca    email: contact@breretonhistory.ca 

20  of 66 

 
 

 
 
The canopy is open at both sides but covers the two stone effigies; a knight cap-a-pie18 with his feet 
resting on a lion, and holding a shield on his left arm.  His Lady has her hands folded over her breasts 
and her feet resting on a dog. As this monument was built, circa 1618, at the direction of Sir William 
Brereton, Baron of Malpas the tombs were probably moved from inside the church to the cemetery at 
that time.  
 

 
18    ‘Armed head to foot ready for battle’ 

Photo by Faye Brereton-Goodwin 
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WILLIAM BRERETON & MARGERY DE ROTER DE THORNTON 
 
4)  William married Margery of Roter19 de Thornton, daughter of Randle de Roter de Thornton.  
Margery was born c. 1190 in Thornton-de-le Moors, Eddisbury, co. Cheshire, England (which lies six-
miles NNE of Chester). Margery’s mother was Amicia de Kingsley (? -  1244).  William and Margery 
had issue: 

4.1) Ralph de Brereton (? –1275) cum Smethwick,  
 

4.2)  William de Brereton (living in 1215) married Margaret Groes 
 Their daughter married Thurston de Smethwick  

and had a son Orme de Smethwick.  
 
4.1) RALPH de BRERETON cum Smethwick 
In 1176, Ralph de Brereton is listed in the Early Yorkshire Charters as a witness to a grant of 
Marton20. He is identified as being the founder of the traceable Brereton pedigree in the 1918 book, ‘The 
History of the County Palatine and the City of Chester’21 by George Omerod22.   
 
In 1215, Ralph Brereton was granted the land of Smethwick for construction of a chapel at St. Oswald’s. 
There does not appear to be heirs, as Ralph passed the Manor of Smethwick to his nephew Orme de Smethwick 
(his mother was Ralph’s sister – unnamed):  Orme’s heirs paying 12 pence yearly to the parish.  
 
4.2) WILLIAM de BRERETON  
William lived during the time of King John23 and King Henry III24.  There is a  suggestion that he 
was named for William the Conqueror, suggesting a family connection. William married Margaret 
Groes and they had issue:   
 

4.2.1)  William de Brereton married Cecile de Sandbach 
 

4.2.2) Gilbertus de  Brereton 
 

NOTE: William de Venables, Baron of Kinderton  by right of being a superior Lord, granted the wardship of 
William and Margaret’s sons, William de Brereton and Gilbertus de Brereton to Sir Richard de Venables . 

 
John Brereton 

 
Ralph Brereton, Rector of Davenham25  

 
Robert Brereton 

 
Hugh Brereton 

 
Jane Brereton (1272 – 1320) married  Adam Bostock  (1272-1338)  

Lord of  Bostock, Cheshire son of Sir Adam Bostock  
and Elizabeth Audley  

daughter of Nicholas Audley 1st Lord of  Heleigh, Staffordshire. 
 

 
19    David of Malpas (alias Egerton) married Cecilia, daughter of Randle de R oter, Lord of Thorton. 
20    Marton is a village in the Harrogate district of North Yorkshire, England. 
21    By George Omerod 
22    Omerod’s  work has been considered to be the most comprehensive and authoritative history of Cheshire ever published.  
23  Reigned from 1199 to 1216 and was signatory to the Magna Carta 
24 Reigned from 1216 to 172 
25   Rural village and civil parish south of the town of Northwick, Borough of Cheshire West 
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WARDSHIP OF SIR WILLIAM & GILBERTUS DE BRERETON 

 
4.2.1)  WILLIAM de BRERETON (died 1275)  
In 1176, as result of the wardship mentioned earlier, Sir Richard de Venables was able to arrange 
a marriage, between William de Brereton and Sir Richard’s daughter Cecile de Sandbach. 
William and Cecile had issue:  
 

4.2.1.1) Harno de Brereton, Rector of Brereton Church in 1344 (during the reign of Edward III ) 
 

 
 

St. Oswald Church, Sandbach, Cheshire 
 
4.2.1.1) HARNO de BRERETON 
In 2001, during the ‘Worldwide Brereton Reunion in Cheshire’, I attended a special church 
service and baptism at the beautiful parish church of St. Oswald's.  The church is adjacent to 
Brereton Hall.  
 
We were also given a tour of the church and an information booklet26 that had been prepared 
in honour of our visit.  We learned that nothing remains of the earliest church (which was a 
chapel) within the parish of Astbury. As it was built about the time of Richard I the chapel 
was most likely a timber-frame structure. It is said that the current church was built by a 
Brereton who upon setting out on a Crusade vowed that if he returned ‘in safety’ he would 
build a Church to the glory of God.  He did return and kept his vow, building St. Oswald’s 
at Brereton. 
 
Inside the Church, over the south door, is a list of Rectors which includes: 
Gilbert de Brereton  1297 (noted as Albert de Brereton in the Parish book) 
Randle de Brereton  1313 
Mathew de Brereton        1330 

 
26    Source: booklet - St. Oswald Brereton, Welcomes the Breretons on Their Visit 2001 
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Harno de Brereton  1344 
Thomas de Brereton     1433 
Robert Brereton  1459 
 
Randle (or Ralph) de Brereton and Matthew de Brereton entered the church, as an alternative 
to military service. This was the time of primogeniture and normally only the oldest son of 
the family would inherit any substantial amount.  
 
Initially, St. Oswald's Church, Brereton was a chapel of ease to Astbury and a domestic chapel 
to the Brereton family; however, Henry VIII made it a parochial church.  At the time of the 
change the Advowson of the rectory was attached to the manor meaning that the Breretons 
could now appoint their own rectors to the chapel. Previously it had been, at the pleasure of 
the Venables.  
 
In ancient times, when this Church of Brereton was a donative27 chapel within the parish of Astbury, 
the ancestors of William Brereton, knight, Baron of Malpas, who erected this monument in 1618 AD, 
had been buried in the Churchyard of Astbury, where ancient monuments of some of them still remain 
at this date, marked in English with the words Knightes burials.  But after the said chapel was made 
a parochial Church, the ancestors of the said William Brereton, knight, patron of this Chapel of 
Brereton, were buried in this chancel, except those who died in kingdoms and countries abroad.  
 
The change also meant that burials in the chancel would be allowed.  
 
Note: additional information about St. Oswald’s at Brereton and details regarding the 
monument in the chancel to Sir William Brereton, 1st  Lord Brereton, can be found in my on-
line history ’Brereton Hall’ 
 
 

 
 

St. Oswald’s Church, adjacent to Brereton Hall, Sandbach, Cheshire, England 
More photos can be found in my on-line history ‘Brereton Hall’ 

 
 

27 For example:  presented by a patron without reference to the bishop 

Photo by Faye Brereton-Goodwin 
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4.2.2)  GILBERTUS de BRERETON 
Gilbertus de Brereton, also a ward of Sir Richard de Sandbach, entered an arranged married 
with Alice. We do not know her maiden name, however it has been suggested that she was also 
a daughter of Sir Richard.   
 
In 1297, Gilbertus de Brereton was  Rector of St. Mary’s Church, in Astbury, Cheshire.  Gilbertus 
and Alice had issue:  

Henry de Brereton  
 

Sibela Brereton married William de Boothe 
 

4.2.2 1)  William de Brereton married Roesia (Rohese) de Vernon,  
 
4.2.2.1)  WILLIAM de BRERETON  I (living 1301 and 1343) was knighted in 1307 
In 1321, Sir William married Roesia de Vernon,  daughter of Sir Ralph Vernon de Shipbrook,  
An ancestor of  Sir Ralph Vernon, is said to have arrived in England around the time of the 
Normal Conquest. His son was created a baron and was seated at Shipbrook Castle,28 near 
Norwich, Cheshire.  
 
William is identified as a Knight in ‘The History of The Princes, The Lords Marcher and the 
Ancient Nobility of Powys Fadog and the Ancient Lords of Arwystli, Cedewen and Meirwnsydd by 
J. Y. W. Lloyd of Clochfaen, Esq, M.A. KSG, Vol II, 1882. 
 
The power of the Lords Marcher was significant, as described in the following excerpt is 
from “Kings, Lords and Liberties in the March of Wales 1066 – 127229  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Arms of the Vernons de Shipbrook 

 
During the time of King Richard, the Lionhearted30,  Sir William Brereton procured the grant 
of a weekly market and an annual fair in the township of Brereton. The market and fair were 

 
28   The exact location of Shipbrook Castle is uncertain, but it is thought to be on Castle Hill near Shipbrook Bridge. It was a   

baronial castle built, by the Welsh, as a form of defence.  The castle was demolished c. 1850 
29   written by Professor W. R, Davies, B.A., D.Phil., F.R.History,  published  in 1979 
30   Reigned from 1189 to 1199 – The author Faye Brereton has visited the Crusader’s Castle (in Syria) which is still intact and 

you could see Richard’s Crest above the entrance. 
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held for 400 years, until the death of Lord Frances Brereton, in 1722.  As Lord Brereton died 
a bachelor and there was no male heir, the title ended and the property passed to his great-
aunt, Jane (née Brereton) Holte and her husband’s family.   
 
Note: additional information about the Lords of Brereton Hall can be found in my on-line 
histories ‘The History of Brereton Hall’ and the ‘Breretons of Cheshire.’ 
 
There is a 1336 record that suggests a,  feudal bond between the Venables and the Breretons 
was broken when Hugh Venables, Baron of Kinderton released to Sir William Brereton:  His 
right in all services by which the said William Brereton held lands from him within the demesne or fee 
of Brereton, except the service due for one Knights fee. 
 
Sir William de Brereton and Roesia de Vernon had issue: 
 

Richard de Brereton (living 1342)  
 

Peter de Brereton 
 

John de Brereton. In 1345, his  father  Sir William Brereton gave by deed, 
 one messuage to son John Brereton, Parson of the Mediety  

of the ancient Parish church of Wallasey  
 

4.2.2.1.1)  William de Brereton married Margery de Bosley,  
daughter of Richard de Bosley and Jane Fulford 

 
Nicholas de Brereton married Margaret. They had issue:   

Chaplain, John de Brereton and William de Brereton 
 

Margery de  Brereton married John de Davenport and had issue:   
John Davenport and William Davenport.  

There is a reference to a divorce of Margery and John  
 

Matilda de Brereton married secondly,  John Dunville 
 

4.2.2.1.1)  WILLIAM de BRERETON  
William Brereton, son and heir of Sir William Brereton and Roesia married Margery de 
Bosley, daughter of Sir Richard de Bosley of Smethwick Castle, Cheshire and Lady Jane 
Fulford of Devonshire.  
 
As the heir, William would have succeeded to the title, Sir William Brereton; however, as 
he predeceased his father the title passed to his eldest son William Brereton.  William and 
Margery had issue: 

 
4.2.2.1.1.1) Sir William de Brereton married firstly,  Elen Egerton 

and secondly,  Margaret Done,  
daughter of Henry Done and Margaret Thornton 

 
Note: the marriage of Sir William and Elen Egerton led to the Breretons of Cheshire, while the marriage 
of Sir William and Margaret Done led to the Breretons of Malpas, Tatton, Coddington, Wettenhall and 
other branches. See Chapter 5 (Egerton) and  Chapter 8 (Done). 
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5) SIR WILLIAM de BRERETON II   
Sir William Brereton (c. 1325 - ? ) was young when his father Sir William Brereton died ( in 1343) and 
the title and inheritance passed to him.  
 
He married Elen Egerton, daughter of Philip Egerton of Malpas. Elen’s grandfather, Sir David Egerton 
died in 1363 and as her Philip had predeceased him;  and Isabel (Elen’s sister) had died without issue, 
Elen (née Egerton) Brereton became the sole heir and the representative of the Norman Barons of 
Malpas31.  From this marriage the Breretons derived large possessions and a powerful descent. 
 
Elen’s mother was the daughter of John de Sancto Petro, son of Urian de Sancto Petro de Idones and 
as such was related to David le Clerk, Baron of Malpas. While little is known about Urian and this 
family,  they did own properties in Chepsow, a town in Monmouthshire, Wales (adjoins the border of 
Gloucestershire, England and also in Malpas).  
 
We also know that Urian was one of the marcher lords entrusted to keep the Welsh under close eye. 
This duty may have been ironic considering his Welsh heritage.  In 1369  Sir William received a grant 
of a free warren and market in his demesne lands.  
 
According to Omerod32 Egerton Hall was about one mile north-east of the 13th milestone on the Whitchurch 
road from Chester after being long abandoned to decay (by the 1800’s) was completely destroyed and its moated 
area of about a statute acre was leveled with the plough. The only remains being the ancient chapel, retaining 
its pointed east window and fragments of architecture, completely desecrated and used as a common barn. He 
also wrote that  ‘the male line of Egerton was preserved through the person of Urian Brereton, who was an 
uncle of David de Egerton, and was continued in direct decent by the Egertons of Heaton, in Lancashire, until 
the decease of the late Thomas Egerton, Earl of Wilton, in 1814.’ 
 
In 1354, William was the Governor of Caen and the Port of Calais, under Lord Scales who defeated 
the French, near Mount St. Michael.  In 1401, Sir William Brereton was also commissioned by Henry, 
Prince of Wales and ordered to take men-at-arms and archers to Broxton to defend Henry’s lands on 
the Welsh Borders.  He was knighted in 1385.   Sir William Brereton and his first  wife, Elen (née 
Egerton) had issue: 

 
5.1)  Sir William de Brereton (1358 - 1426) married firstly,  Anylla33 Venables 

 and secondly, heiress Elena Mascey of Dunham 
 
 

SIR WILLIAM BRERETON & ANYLLA VENABLES 
 
5.1) SIR WILLIAM BRERETON (1358-1426) 
Sir William Brereton was born at Egerton and baptised at Malpas. In 1386, at Audlum, he married 
firstly, Anylla daughter of Hugh Venables, Baron of Kinderton Manor and Agatha Vernon, 
daughter of Sir Ralph Vernon, Baron of Shipbrooke.    
 
He held in demesne as of fee,  one-fourth and a moiety of a fourth of half the Manor of Malpas, a 
third of Pickton, and lands in Wordhull, Crouton, Charleton and Northwick. Note: knight's fees could 
be held as tenanted or held in demesne, and where a knight's fee was inherited by joint heiresses, the fee ... 
itself with its own manorial court, each deemed half a knight's fee. 
 
William's first wife was related to him in the 4th degree on each side, in consequence of their 
mutual descent from Sir Ralph Vernon.  Lawyers took a particular interest in the legal side of this 

 
31    with respect to the moiety of the barony of Malpas 
32    George Ormerod, L.L.D. F.R.S and F.S.A. 1819, The History of the County Palatine and City of Chester  
33    She is identified as Andella in ‘The History of The Princes, The Lords Marcher and the Ancient Nobility of Powys Fadog and 

the Ancient Lords of Arwystli, Cedewen and Meirwnsydd 
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marriage because of the close family relationship between the couple.  In order for this marriage to 
proceed legally a dispensation was required, and this was granted by Richard de Dones, Prior of 
the Carmelites, at Chester.  There is a notation that the dispensation was granted ‘in consequence of 
the services of his father in the crusade against Henry of Castile, under Edward, the Black Prince’. This 
William served with great distinction in the French Wars of Henry V.   At some point, Sir William 
Brereton was Governor of Caen, Normandy.  Sir William died in 4th of Henry VI (1425) ‘probably 
of honourable wounds received at the Batt Pontoisan’.  
 
William and Anylla had issue:  
 

5.1.1) Sir William Brereton (? -1416) married Aleyse/Alice Corbett (1370-1430), in 1386  
 

Margery/Margaret Brereton married William Patten, alias Waynflete.  
William was (c. 1398-?) born in Waynflete, Lincolnshire (whence his alias).  

He is best remembered as the founder of Magdalen College,  Oxford. 
Their eldest son, William Waynflete became Provost of Eton (1442–1447) 

  Bishop of Winchester (1447–1486)  and Lord Chancellor of England (1456–1460). 
 

John Brereton 
 

Henry Brereton 
 

Matthew Brereton 
 

Hugh Brereton 
 

Elizabeth Brereton married Sir John Savage whose mother was Maud Swinerton  
 

Following the death of Anylla, Sir William married heiress, Elena Mascey of Dunham. William 
succeeded to the Brereton estate and in right of his mother he received a share of the Barony of 
Malpas, which Elena's sister Isabella Delves had succeeded in wresting from David Malpas, the 
Bastard.  
 

SIR WILLIAM BRERETON & ELENA MASCEY 
 
Following Anylla’s death, William married Elena Mascey daughter and heiress of Sir William 
Mascey of Tatton.  William and Ellen had a son: 

 
Thomas de Brereton, Rector of Brereton in 1433 and heir to his mother estate. 

 
Sir William and his son Thomas Brereton were both granted an annuity of 100 shillings, the king 
having engaged them in his service for life. While fighting in France Sir William received a 
knighthood for valor.   

 
SIR WILLIAM BRERETON & ALEYSE CORBET 

 
5.1.1  SIR WILLIAM BRERETON (?- 1415)  
In 1386, William Brereton married Aleyse Corbett (1370 - 1430)  daughter and heir of Sir Richard 
Corbett of Leighton,  Barony of Caux.  The Barony of Caux was an ancient and sovereign feudal 
Barony of Caux which was granted to Hugh Corbett.  This family can be traced back to 
Normandie.  William and Aleyse had issue: 
 

5.1.1.1)  Sir William Brereton (? -1485) married  Philippa Hulse, 
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Ralph Brereton 
 

Randle  Brereton (1410-1484) 
 

Alice Elizabeth Brereton ( c 1414 - ?) married Peter Corbett of Leigh, Shropshire. 

Corbett blazon  
 

Isabela Joanna Brereton (? - c, 1412)  married Sir Robert Aston  
on 27 October 1436.  Robert (son of Sir Roger Aston, Sheriff of Staffordshire and  

Constable of the Tower of London) was born c. 1415, in Ashtead, Surrey 
 
 

SIR WILLIAM BRERETON & PHILIPPA HULSE 
 

5.1.1.1)  SIR WILLIAM BRERETON IV (1414 - 1485)  
Sir William Brereton was 12 years of age when he became his grandfather’s heir. This William 
and his uncle, Thomas Brereton, Rector of Brereton gave their possessions, in Lincolnshire, 
to a cousin and also to Magdalen College.    
 
Sir William married Philippa Hulse (1416-1463), daughter of Sir Hugh Hulse and Matilda 
Dutton daughter of John Dutton. They had issue 12 children: 
 

5.1.1.1.1) William Brereton, eldest son married Katherine Byron 
 

5.1.1.1.2) Sir John Brereton married firstly, Catherine Berkeley of Beverston  
and secondly, Jane Mascey of Tatton  

 
Robert Brereton (c. 1440 -?) at Brereton, Cheshire 

 
Henry Brereton  ( c. 1442 - ?), at Brereton, Cheshire 

 
Roger Brereton ( c 1442 - 11 April 1513) of Cheshire and died in Kent, England  

 
Matthew Brereton ( c. 1446 - ?) in Brereton, Cheshire 

 
Matilda (Maud) Brereton (c. 1447- ?) married Thomas Néedham of Shevington34 

 
5.1.1.1.3)  Sir Andrew Brereton (c.1448-1527)  

married Agnes Legh, (1456 - ?) in Adlington, Cheshire 
 

Eleanor Brereton ( c 1450 - ?)  at Brereton)  married Thomas Bulkeley of Eaton, of the  
Bulkeley branch of  Standlow, Staffordshire 

 
5.1.1.1.4) Hugh Brereton of Hassal Green (c. 1451 – 1527) married Anna Done of Flaxyan 

 
Elizabeth Brereton (?-12 April 1497) married John Ratcliffe of Ordeshall 

 
Jane Brereton (1454- 30 April 1517) married Richard Cotton of Radward 

 
34     Source – ‘The Visitation of Cheshire in the year 1580 by Omerod 
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5.1.1.1.1) WILLIAM BRERETON (c1438-1507) married Katherine Byron.  
They William and Katherine were both living in 1452. (She is said to be from the poet 
Byron family). William and Katherine had four sons:  Robert, Matthew, Henry and Roger; 
however, as there was no male heir, the succession of this family went through his 
nephew Andrew Brereton. 
 
5.1.1.1.2) SIR JOHN BRERETON  (1462-11 April 1521) 
Sir John Brereton married Catherine (née Berkeley) Stouton, widow of Sir John Stouton. 
She was the daughter and heir of Morrice Berkeley of Hampshire .  Sir John Brereton and 
Catherine had issue: 
 

Werburga Brereton married firstly,  Sir Francis Cheney  and secondly,   
Sir William Compton.  Werbunga and Sir William Compton had a son Peter Compton.  

Werburga is buried in the Compton Wynyates Burial grounds in Warwichshire.  
Sir William Compton is buried in Westminster Abbey. 

 
Elspeth Brereton married Thomas Lord 

 
Sir John died in Europe (Hungary or Austria on 11 April 1521) without a male heir. 
 
5.1.1.1.3)  SIR ANDREW BRERETON (c.1435 -1486) of Brereton, Sandbach 
Sir Andrew succeeded to the family estate and title.  He married Agnes (alias Ann) Leigh, 
(c 1456 - ?)  daughter of Robert Leigh of Adlington, Cheshire. They had issue: 
 

 5.1.1.1.3.1) Sir William Brereton  (c 1470 – 04 February 1541)  
married firstly, Alice Savage and secondly, Eleanor of Ipstones 

 
Hellen Brereton married Sir John Fitton 

 
Alice Brereton married William Morton of Morton 

 
Elizabeth Brereton (?-1549) married firstly, Philip Leigh35 of Boothes 

 and secondly, John Carrington 
 

Catherine Brereton  married Sir Thomas Smith of Hough, Mayor of Chester 
 

Matilda (Maud)  Brereton married John Damport  
 (may have changed to Davenport of Cheshire) 

 
A few family trees identify the follow daughters as issue of Andrew and Agnes; 
however, Ormerod, in his history ‘The Visitation of Cheshire in the year 1580’ shows their 
mother as Anne Done – and identifies Elizabeth, who married John Smith as a ‘base’ or 
illegitimate child.  
 

Katherine Brereton married William Bowyer of Knipsley 
 

Elizabeth Brereton married John Smith of Oldhaugh, Parish of Warminster 
 
5.1.1.1.4) HUGH BRERETON of Hassal Green (c. 1451 – 1527) married Anna Done of 
Flaxyan.  (SEE CHAPTER 6)  

 
 

 
 

35 Spelling as per Omerod’s history. 
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BRERETON HALL FAMILY 
 
5.1.1.1.3.1) SIR WILLIAM BRERETON (? - 1542)  
Sir William Brereton, son of Sir Andrew Brereton and Ann(née Leigh) Brereton, was   
born at Brereton. William was  Chamberlain of Chester also Lord Justice and Lord 
High Marshal of Ireland. His first wife was Alice Savage, daughter of Sir John Savage.36   
 

 
 

Brereton Hall, Sandbach, Cheshire 
 
 

 
 

 
36    Sir John Savage (knighted at Agincor) married Maude, daughter of Sir Robert Swynnerton, son of Sir Ralph who was  made 

a Banneret by Edward III.   
They had a son Sir John Savage, of Clifton, knight who married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir W. Brereton, knight.  Sir John and 
Elizabeth had a son Sir John Savage of Clifton who married Katherine Stanley,  sister of Thomas Stanley, first Earl of Derby.   
Sir John and Katherine had a son Sir John Savage, (temp. Henry VIII) who married Dorothy Vernon , daughter and heir of 
Ralph Vernon of Shipbrook.  Sir John and Dorothy had a daughter Alice who married Sir William Brereton, Lord Justice and 
Lord Deputy of Ireland; and a son Thomas Savage, Archbishop of York, died 1507. 
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 Sir William Brereton arrived in Ireland at the time of Fitzgerald's rebellion in 1534. Sir 
William and his son John Brereton, were inshored at Howth with 250 soldiers, verie 
well-appointed and Maister Salusbury with 200 archers37; lastly landed at the slip neare the 
bridge of Dublin., Sir William Skeffington, Knight, Lord Deputie.  
 
They marched to besiege the Castle of Maynooth, which Sir William Brereton 
summoned: 38they made no great batterie for the space of a fortnight, but the castle was warily 
on each side environed. When Christopher Parese, foster brother to Thomas Fitzgerald, to whose 
special trust the charge of the castle was confided, agreed to betray it to the besiegers for a sum 
of money for his paynes.  Parese caused such as kept the watch to swill and bolt; and, on the 
occasion of the snatching a gun the day before from the field, the garrison kept such pot revels 
and triumphant carousing, as none of them could discern his bed's head from his bed's foot. On 
a sign given by Parese, Sir William Brereton and his band scaled the walls and cried, on a 
sudden, ' St. George! St. George!' Captain Salisbury, inveigled by the deceitful allurements of 
a pretty dark-eyed girl to scale a particular casement which he supposed to be her apartment, 
lept into a tub of feathers, and sinking deep into them, from the weight of his arms, there 
remained. Sir William Brereton ran up to the highest tower and advanced his standard on the 
top. Parese, coming before the governor cheerily, for his reward, the governor asked him what 
his old lord and master had done for him? When Parese, thinking to enhance the merits of his 
defection, amplifying all, left not untold the meanest favor at his lord's hands. -  ' And you 
could find in your heart to betray his castle?' said the governor; ' Truly, one so hollow to him 
could never be true to us: count out his agreed money, and after that chop off his head!' 39 
 
The account above, is an excerpt from Holinshed’s Chronicles .  In the second volume of 
the State Papers there is a letter dated October 14 1534, from Sir William Brereton and 
John Salisbury jointly to King Henry VIII. It begins ‘Pleaseth your hye Magestie and 
habuudant grace," &c. The letter proceeds with a detailed account of their disastrous 
voyage, "sore beaten with storm and tempest all night," and their ultimate landing at 
Dublin, "all our company safe (thanks be to our Lord); where we were gladly received by the 
mae (mayor) and all the citye."  
 
In the same volume is a letter from Sir William Brereton to Thomas Cromwell, Lord 
Privye Seal, written upon Sir William Brereton's appointment to raise forces, and 
transport them upon his second expedition to Ireland. 
 
"Pleaseth it your right honourable Lordship, I have received the King's grace's most honourable 
and dread commandment, the secondly,  day of this October, 1536, commanding me by the 
same, with all celeritye, to levye 250 archers,"harnest and weppened, and with the same in all 
speed to pass into his grace's lande of Irelande," ……. The letter goes on to express Sir 
William Brereton's very natural wish to be permitted to employ his own sons under 
him, in command of the troops he is raising among his tenantry and neighbours.  
 
Wolsey labours incessantly to impress upon the King the paramount importance of 
appointing to the chief commands in Ireland the most able and experienced persons, " 
amonges," he says, " such brittle people as they be, in whom is moche craft, and little or no 
faithe arid trouthe."   The third volume of the State Papers, contains the following letters: 

 
 
 
 

 
37   Cheshire was famous for its archers, the effective men in ancient battles “In dangerous times, King Richard II,  says Fuller; “ 

sent for 2000 Cheshire men all archers to attend him”  The rather presumptuous local proverb is “Cheshire, - Chief of men” 
38   Excerpt from Holinshed’s Chronicles 
39   Holinshed, Volume (vi. Page 299 et al). 
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1540    King Henry VIII to Sir W. Brereton 
 
"By the King:—Right trustie and well-beloved, we greet you well, and have received your letter, 
&c. As touching money and horsemen, you shall be furnished with all possible diligence; hertely 
praying you for the time to be vigilant and much circumspecte, your charges wherein we shall 
repay, not doubting but that in this part, as in all others, you will have that just and discreet 
consideration which may answer to our expectation, and redound to your comfort hereafter 
accordingly." 

1540  King Henry VIII to the Council of Ireland 
 
"Trusty and right well-beloved, we grete you well, and have received your sundry letters, &c. 
whereby we do as well perceyve the good and acceptable exploites purposed against the rable of 
our rebelles there, and finally executed against O'Conhur with the singular good service done 
by you, Sir William Brereton, our justice, in the same. 
 
"And as concerning the sute of you, Sir William Brereton, albeit we had before made a grant 
for th'alenacyon (probably French: La Alienacion –English, Alienation) thereof, yet considering 
your good and continual service doon unto us, at this your request we have stayed it in our 
handes, and propose further to deliberate thereupon, and to determine our pleasure, wherein, 
doubt you not, that we shall have just respect to your services accordingly." Cheshire was 
famous for its archers;  the effective men in ancient battles. "In dangerous times King 
Richard II." says Fuller, "sent for 2,000 Cheshire men, all archers, to attend him." The rather 
presumptuous local proverb is, " Cheshire,—chief of men." 
 
From the Charge of the Military List in Ireland in 1534, the following is an extract: " The 
Knight Marshal's retinue—a grand captain 4 shillings a day; 29 horsemen at 9 pence a day, 
amounting to £1 8 shillings per diem— £11- 18 shillings per mensem (by the month) and per 
annum £511. "Mr. Brereton's retinue, grand captain 4 shillings a day; a captain 3 shillings; a 
petit captain 2 shillings ; 150 archers at 6 pence, a piece, £4-4shillings per diem; £117 
12shillings per mensem; et per annum £1553. 
 
"The Lord Deputies stipend is £666 13 shillings 4 pence" 
 
On the breaking out of O'Neale's rebellion, Lord Leonard Grey, being then Lord Deputy, 
brought a fresh supply of soldiers, and requested that Sir William Brereton, who was discharged 
and returned to England, should be sent into Ireland, as one that, for his late service, was highly 
commended of that country. The king and council appointed Sir W. Brereton to hie thither with 
all speed, having the charge of 250 soldiers of Cheshire;  in which service the gentleman was 
found so prest and ready, that, notwithstanding, in mustering his band he fell, by mishap of his 
horse, and brake his thigh in two places, yet, rather than he would retire homewards, he 
appointed the mariners to haule him up to their bark by pullies, and in such impotent wise 
arrived in Ireland, suppressing the weakness of his body," says the quaint historian, " with 
the contagious valour of his mind. 
 
When Lord Greie40 was recalled, Sir W. Brereton was appointed Lord Justice, whose short 
government was entangled with little trouble. With O'Neale he made a composition, when 
O'Conhur and his adherents rose. The Lord Justice, with the army, and with 2,000 of the Pale, 
made towards the rebels, who gave ground and dispersed themselves in woods and marshes. 
The Lord Justice, this notwithstanding, invaded O'Conhur's country, burnt his tenements, 
and made his trenches so passable as that 400 carts, besides light carriages, were taken without 
let through  the countrie.  
 

 
40   Probably Lord Grey 
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"Sir Arthur St. Leger being appointed Lord Deputy, Sir W. Brereton was made Lord High 
Marshal, who, within one half year after, travelling by the Lord Deputy's appointment, to bring 
in Desmond (i e. to negotiate terms with him), ended his life in that journey, and lieth entombed 
at Kilkenny, in the quire of St. Kennie his church. 
 
Sir William and Alice (née Savage) Brereton had issue:  
 

5.1.1.1.2.1.1) Sir William Brereton married Ann Boothe. 
 

John Brereton married Katherine Lynch of Knock, Ireland 
 

Robert Brereton 
 

Arthur Brereton 
 

5.1.1.1.2.1.2) Edward Brereton of Loughtioge Castle  (1530-1599)  
married  Edith Byiche of Byiche Co, Lancaster in 1547.  

The family of Edward settled 
 in Loughtioge, Ireland on the Plantation Lands.   

For more information about this family history  see – Breretons of Ireland  
on my website: see breretonhistory.ca 

 
Elien/Ellen Brereton married firstly, John Carrington and  
married secondly,  Laurence Winnington of the Hermitage 

 
Jane Brereton 

 
Margaret Brereton 

 
Andrew Brereton (known as the General of Ulster)  

married Catherine Fitzsimon of Ireland.   
 
5.1.1.1.2.1.1) SIR WILLIAM BRERETON 
Sir William, Sheriff of Cheshire,  married Ann Boothe, daughter of Sir William 
Booth of Dunham Massey. They had issue six sons and three daughters.  The eldest 
son, William married Jane Warburton, daughter of Peter Warburton.   This family 
is of the Brereton Hall line.  
 
For more information about Brereton Hall, Sandbach and the Breretons of Chester 
can be found on my website breretonhistory.ca.  See Brereton Hall and Breretons of 
Cheshire.  
 
5.1.1.1.2.1.2) EDWARD BRERETON of Loughtioge Castle, Ireland (1530-1599)  
Edward married Edith Byiche of Byiche Co, Lancaster in 1547 and the family moved 
to Ireland, settling in Loughtioge, Ireland on lands known as the Plantations. 
  
For more information about the Irish Brereton history can be found on my website 
breretonhistory.ca - see  Breretons of Ireland  and others.  
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SIR WILLIAM BRERETON & ELEANOR OF IPSTONES 
 
5.1.1.1.2.1) SIR WILLIAM BRERETON of Brereton, Chief Justice and Lord 
Marshall of Ireland and his secondly,  wife  Eleanor Brereton of Ipstones, daughter 
of Sir Ralph Brereton of Ipstones, had issue: 
 

5.1.1.1.2.1.3) Richard Brereton of Lea32 married Thomasine Ashley  
 

Mary Brereton married Sir John Warburton of Arley33  

 they had a son Peter Warburton 
 

NOTE: I have not found another record of the following marriage so cannot 
confirmed the data; however, I believe it is worth recording as it is from a Barlow 
Family site. - Mary Brereton, daughter of Sir William Brereton of Brereton Hall (Cheshire) 
married  Sir Alexander Barlow (1579-1642) son of Sir Alexander Barlow (1557-1620). 
Barlow was baptized at Manchester Collegiate Church, 18 September 18 1579. Given her 
marriage to John Warburton (shown above) and the fact that Alexander and Mary had a 
large family; it is likely this marriage followed the Warburton marriage.  
 
Alexander Barlow, was knighted with his father at the coronation of King James, in 
1603.  Barlow’s first wife was Hon Elizabeth Parker.  

        
5.1.1.1.2.1.3)  RICHARD BRERETON of the Lea  
Richard, younger son of Sir William Brereton  married Thomasine Ashley daughter 
and heir of George Ashley of Ashley.  As the heir, Thomasine brought with her an 
inheritance and they established a cadet branch of the Brereton family “The 
Breretons of Ashley”.  
 
Richard Brereton served as sheriff of Cheshire in 1608-1609 and was junior knight 
of the shire in 1624. While there are no records of his speeches in the Commons,  
there are references to his committee work.   
Richard and Thomasine had issue: 

 
5.1.1.1.2.1.3.1)  George Brereton of Ashley married Sybil Arderne, 

 
Agnes Brereton 

 
Jane Brereton 

 
5.1.1.1.2.1.3.1) GEORGE BRERETON of Ashley George married Sybil 
Arderne, daughter of William Arderne of Timperley41.  Sybil who predeceased 
George was buried at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Parish of  Bowdon on 16 
June, 1583. When George died at Ashley, 12 October 1587,  he was also buried 
in the Parish Church in Bowdon.  George and Sybil had issue:  

 
5.1.1.1.2.1.3.1.1) Sir John Brereton (1576 - 1629)  

 
5.1.1.1.2.1.3.1.2) William Brereton (1569-1630) of Ashley  

and Timperley married Jane Warburton of Arley 
 

Richard Brereton, no issue 
 

Thomas Brereton 
 

41  Near Altrincham.  
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John Brereton  

 
Lucretia Brereton (12 November 1579)  

 
George Brereton (1573 - ?)  

 
Edward Brereton (1574 - ?) 

 
5.1.1.1.2.1.3.1.1) SIR JOHN BRERETON (1576- 1 October 1629)  
Sir John Brereton, born at Ashley was baptised at the Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin. He married Elizabeth (née Brabazon) Montgomery, widow of George 
Montgomery who was Bishop of Meath. Elizabeth’s parents were Edward 
Brabazon, first Baron Ardee and Mary Smythe. 
 
John Brereton attended Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge and was called to 
the Inner Temple in 1609. He moved to Ireland in 1613, and was admitted to 
the King's Inn.  He was appointed the Irish Prime Serjeant in 1617, and was 
knighted. He served as Serjeant until his death on 1 October 1629. 
 
John must have had fond memories of Sidney College, as he was a generous 
benefactor of the college. The remainder of his estate was divided between 
his wife Elizabeth and his brother Randle Brereton. 

In 1632, his widow Elizabeth married Sir John Bramston, Lord Chief Justice 
of England. She and Bramston had been in love when they were young, but 
her father had not allowed them to marry. 

    
WILLIAM BRERETON of ASHLEY  

 
5.1.1.1.2.1.3.1.2) WILLIAM BRERETON (1567-August 1630) of Ashley and 
Timperley   
William, was educated at the University of Oxford, entering at the age of 15 
years. He was a Justice of the Peace for Cheshire in 1601; Sheriff 1608-1609 
and Commissioner 1621-1622 and 1624.   
 
William married Jane Warburton (?- 5 March 1627) daughter of Peter 
Warburton of Arley, Cheshire.  Jane Brereton died on 5 March 1627 and is 
interred at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin in the Parish of Bowdon.   
 
When William died at his home in Ashley, Cheshire on 29 August 1630 
(apparently intestate) he left an estate, in Cheshire that included the manors 
of Ashley, Ley and Wimboldsley with 300 acres of pasture, meadow and 
heath and 44 messuages spread around the county.   He was interned at 
Bowden. His funeral certificate was taken at Ashley, 13 September 1630 by 
Ralph Holme of the City of Chester, Alderman and Deputy to the Office of 
Arms was testified under the hand of William’s son and heir, Richard 
Brereton.  William and Jane had issue: 
 

Richard Brereton  (baptized 30 December 1590 - ?) 
at Great Budsworth  He was Sheriff of Cheshire in 1632.   

Richard remained a bachelor; however (according to Omerod)  
he had an illegitimate son, William Brereton whose mother,  

Ellin Higginson  died 14 September 1649. 
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William Brereton, (baptised 23 December 1596 - 1631).  
He died, a bachelor a year after his father.  He was buried Bowden Church42, 

Cheshire.  
 

Frances Brereton, (baptized 26 August 1592 - ?)  
married Alexander Barlow or Barlow, Lancashire. 

 
Thomas Brereton, (baptized, 26 March 1594 - ?)  no issue 

 
Mary Brereton, (baptized 20 October, 1595 - ?) died young. 

 
Anne Brereton (baptized 6 January 1597)  married Robert Tatton of Withenshaw, 

Macclesfield, Cheshire, on 8 January 1628.  
Robert was Sheriff of Cheshire in 1645. They had a daughter Mary Tatton 

 
Katherine Brereton (baptized 16 March 1598 - ?). She married Raufe Ashton of 

Kirby, North Yorkshire  son of Sir Richard Ashton of Middleton. They had issue:  
Richard Ashton; Raufe Ashton; John Ashton; Robert Ashton and Katherine Ashton. 

 
Robert Brereton 

 
Peter Brereton (baptized 22 August 1601- 1659) attended Queens College 

matriculating 30 May 1617 (age 16years) also Grays Inn in 1628.  He died at 
Gray’s Inn in 1659: no issue. 

 
NOTE: All the children were baptized at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin,  

Altrincham, in the parish of Bowdon, Greater Manchester 
 

 
CARRINGTON CHAPEL, CHURCH OF ST. MARY THE VIRGIN 

 
The Church of St. Mary the Virgin has survived for over  800 years and is the 
oldest church in the City of Salford. In fact, there is a local legend that in the 
fifth century the area was visited by St. Patrick, who set up an altar on the site 
of the present church.  
 
The Black Death arrived in this part of England in 1348, and it was then that 
the chantry chapel of St. Catherine was built. The original arch to this chantry 
chapel can still be seen in the south aisle, where the Brereton Tomb is now 
situated. The Brereton monument, erected in 1627 is 313 cm in height,  270 
cm in width and 170 cm in depth.   
 
The monument was originally placed in the Carrington Chapel (which is now 
the Vestry) of the Tudor church.  When the church was rebuilt in 1860 the 
monument was moved to the northeast corner of the church and in 1887-8, at 
the time of  Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee, it was moved to its present 
position in the north transept.  Given the move, one might question if the  
‘Latin inscription’  that states that ‘under the marble live the bodies’…is correct in 
stating that the Breretons are buried under the monument. 
 

 
42 Information confirmed in Cheshire Funeral Certificates, for 1631 
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The Brereton Monument contains full length figures of  William Brereton of 
Ashley and his wife Jane (née Warburton of Arley). If Sir William Brereton 
IX, of Brereton, and the founder of the family branch of Ashley.    
 
On this monument the husband is habited in a gown and ruff and lies under 
a circular arch; the lady is placed on a lower slab, and over her is a marble 
ceiling ornamented with cherubs and supported by Corinthian pillars.  Each 
are shown resting on pillows, with closed hands. Beneath the fifth and sixth 
(pillars)  is an infant in swaddling clothes. Under the arch are the Brereton 
arms with eighteen quarterings, impaling the arms of Warburton of Arley, 
with nine quarterings.  Under the tomb is a Latin inscription. 
 
Following are a few comments from the unpublished handout provided 
during a tour of St. Mary the Virgin Church: 
 
On the north transept of the east wall of the Church of St. Mary the Virgin,  is a 
brown and cream mottled alabaster memorial with an entablature supported by 
columns which stand on a tomb chest.  It is a monument to William Brereton of 
Ashley.  Two black columns with plain shafts and gilded Corinthian capitals support 
the corniced entablature.   
 
On the underside of the flat soffit of the half tester there are eight plaster putto: the 
front four face to the right and the four behind face to the left.  Two Tudor roses in 
relief and painted red are placed immediately above the capitals.  The recessed semi-
circular arch of 54 cm. in depth has nine panels on the curved soffit, each containing 
a red or blue painted flower with gold centre on a black background and gilded and 
red frame.  The spandrels on either side have a frieze in the arabesque with impaled 
escutcheons: the Brereton and Warburton arms co-joined. 
 

 
 

Enlarged view of Shield above the tombs Breretons  
are shown in the upper left corner 

 
The Blazon is: Brereton impaling Warburton Arms - agent two bars sable, on 
the upper bar a crescent or for difference (Brereton of Ashley)/Quarterly, 1 
& 4 - argent; 2 & 3 gules; in the firstly,  quarter a crescent sable (Warburton 
of Arley).  Note: Gules refers to the colour red, sable - black, and or- gold.   

Photo by Faye Brereton-Goodwin 
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Sacred to the Memory 

Under this marble lie buried the bodies of William Brereton, of Ashley in the County 
of Chester, Esquire and of Jane, his wife, the former of whom derived his race and 
descent from the ancient and illustrious family and lineage of Breretons of Brereton 
in the aforesaid County; the other sprang from the celebrated and ancient family of 
Warburtons and was one of the daughters and co-heiresses of Peter Warburton of 
Arley, in the aforesaid County, Esquire, recently dead.  They bore male children, 
Richard, Thomas, William (peacefully sleeping in the Lord) and Peter.  Female 
children Frances, Mary (also freed from the bonds of the flesh) Ann and Catherine.  
They had the mutual enjoyment of pure wedded love; they received the poor and 
strangers with liberal and kind hospitality; they kept bright the bond of friendship 
with their household; they steadily adhered to the pure and orthodox religion and 
when they had traveled the course of this life devoutly and reverently (as befitted 
Christians) they exchanged life for death, now awaiting the glorious and joyful 
resurrection of the body of Christ.  Both, passing from the living reached the haven of 
peace, of peace indeed, actually on the Lord's day, Jane to wit on March secondly,  in 
the year of the Lord 1627, aged 63 years and William on August 29th in the year of 
the Lord 1630, also aged 63. 
 

Photo by Faye Brereton-Goodwin 
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Within the arch is the achievement and inscription in black in roman caps. 
Raised and gilded decorative scrollwork and embellishment of Tudor roses 
and a smoking urn and scroll surround this on either side.  The inscription is 
written in Latin in white on black with a gilded frame supported by scrolled 
and foliated carving in the alabaster in roman caps.  Below the inscription the 
two recumbent effigies in prayer are placed on two steps.  The upper male 
figure representing William Brereton has a bare head resting upon white, 
blue and gold tasseled cushions.  Half-length curly hair, moustache and 
goatee beard.  He had a quadruple compressed ruff around his neck.  A tight 
black jacket closely buttoned in front finishing below the waist in a splay 
fastened with a bow.  The full sleeves are fastened tightly round the wrist 
with a series of small buttons.  Over this is a mantle trimmed with fur 
reaching to the feet and with wide sleeves cut off at the elbow but with long 
tails hanging down to the knees.  The edges are trimmed with needlework in 
a series of horizontal bay leaves finishing at the edge with large buttons.  The 
boots are almost square in the toe and the lower garments are hidden under 
a cloak.  The hands in prayer are bare. William Brereton of Ashley died in 
1630. The female figure is in prayer but her hands are missing (this could 
have occurred by an act of vandals).  Her head is also resting on white, blue 
and gold tasseled cushions.  Her curly hair protrudes from either side of her 
caul, which comes over her head to a point in front.  She wears a large open 
ruff.  The bodice has a low square neck with a rosette or brooch in front 
fastened in the centre - the bodice coming down in front to a point.  The waist 
is encircled by a sash tied in a bow.  The sleeves are extremely full, puffed 
and slashed with embroidery at the edges of the slashing.  There are cords 
tied around the elbows and fastened with a rosette at the side and the cuffs 
are turned back.  The skirts are full and the protruding shoes have rounded 
toes. At the same level as the female figure b ut at the base of the columns on 
the plinth are two crests: 
Blazon:   
i)      Out of a ducal coronet a bear's head (sable/black), muzzled (gules/red) for 
 Brereton 
ii)   On a wreath of the colours a Saracen's head affronte, coupled at the 

 shoulder proper, wreathed around the temples (agent and sable) (for 
Warburton). There should be three gold ostrich feathers issuing from head but 
these are missing.  

Photo by Faye Brereton-Goodwin 
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On the front side of the lower plinth of the tomb chest below the effigy of Jane 
Brereton, is a row of carved weeping figures in profile representing the 
children of the deceased.  The first of the male weepers kneels at a Litany 
desk.  The figures vary little but the majority has half-length hair, moustaches 
and short beards.  The third carries a skull denoting that this child pre-
deceased the parents.  They have deep ruffs; close-fitting surcoats closely 
buttoned in front and finished in a splayed waist.  The trunk hose is very full 
and pleated.  They kneel upon cushions and mantles hang from their backs. 
The female weepers hold their hands in prayer.  There are three girls and an 
infant.  The hair of the first is concealed by a close-fitting cap trimmed with 
lace, the second and third with long hair coiled round the back.  They have 
short stiff collars with capes covering the shoulders, trimmed with deep 
pointed lace and edged puff sleeves tied at the elbows and completed with a 
rosette at the side, the cuffs turned back.  They are dressed in close bodices 
buttoned down the front and coming to a point with loose squared epaulets 
at the back of the shoulders.  The skirts are full and shoes not shown.  Between 
the first and second female is an infant dressed in chrisom/swaddling clothes 
as he died in infancy. The condition is good, although repair work is evident 
in places with the exception of the missing hands of the female effigy.  Jane 
Brereton of Ashley died in 1627. 
 
According to Ray State, who researches medieval alabaster monuments of 
England, the monument at Bowdon Church, Cheshire is a mural monument in a 
style imported from the Netherlands with émigré carvers fleeing from the Spanish 
wars.  The first appearance in England was around 1566 but the form gradually 
gained ascendency until it dominated monument construction until about 1670.  The 
Bowdon monument has features which point to a London workshop.  These features 
include the arch with rosette motif and the fine strapwork.   To save waste alabaster 
the hands were often carved separately and glued in place. However, this process also 
makes them vulnerable to being broken off.  The columns are probably a stone called 
touch.   The painting and gilding is what would have been originally done but has 
been re-touched at some time.   
 
Written notes provided at the church indicated that some of the above 
information was taken from the book, A History of Altirncham and Bowdon, by 
Alfred Inghem (?), first published in 1879. (writing unclear). 
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Image from the booklet  

‘Guide to Bowdon Parish Church and the Surrounding Area’  
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Chapter 6
Hugh Brereton of Hassel Green and Henry of the Peele

Hugh Brereton 
m

Anna Done

Henry of the Peele Brereton 
m

Ellen of Wilmslow Brereton
m

Charles Mainwaring

From Chapter 5

7 other issue

Hugh Brereton

Hugh Brereton of Hassall
m

Ellen

Robert Brereton 
m

Margaret Fletcher

John Brereton 
m

Margaret Alsager

Thomas Brereton
m

Margaret Poole

Margery Brereton
m

John Shawe

Hugh Brereton 
m

Elizabeth Newton

Thomas Brereton
m

Mary Kent

William Brereton 
m

Margaret Turner

John Brereton 
m

Margaret Lawton

Edward, Randle
Joan, Elizabeth

Robert Brereton
m

Katharine Beech

3 Daughters
2 Sons

John Brereton
m

Deborah Shawe

Mary Brereton
m

John Hassall

Margaret Brereton
m

Thomas Garrett

Thomas Brereton
m

Margaret Packard

John Brereton
m

Thomas Brereton
m

Ann Chaplain

Samuel Brereton
m

Elizabeth Yearsley

James Brereton
m

Jane Ledward

Samuel Brereton
m

Ann Brereton

John Brereton
m

Ellen Stretch

William, Randle,
 Hugh, Thomas,
Agnes,Edward,

Ellen, Anna

Elizabeth, Samuel
Mary, Sarah

Elizabeth, Margaret

Mary, Robert,Joseph Elizabeth,Mary
Margaret,

Sarah, Ann

Joseph, Jane, 
Ann, Emma, Eliza

William Brereton
m

Elizabeth McClaskin

John Brereton
m

Hannah Withnail

Elizabeth,Mary,
Margaret,Ellen

Ann, Jane, Samuel

John Brereton
m

Harriett Nowell

Jane, Martha,
Elizabeth,Mary-Ann

John Brereton
m

Emma Clayton

Mary-Ann,Sarah Ann,
Harriet, Martha

Lily, Martha, Harriet
George, Sarah,
Alice, Emma, Eleanor

William Brereton
m

Elizabeth Trim

Mary, Thomas, Ann
Elizabeth

Samue, Josephl

Jane Brereton
m

Arthur Latham
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HUGH BRERETON OF HASSALL GREEN & ANNE DONE 
 
Note:  In 2019,  I received an email from Geoff Ashworth of England, a descendent of this family. He 
has been writing about his family and noticed my reference to Hugh Brereton in one of my on-line 
Brereton histories. We shared information and  thanks to Geoff, I was able to enhance the original 
history of Hugh Brereton of Hassall Green. 
 
6) HUGH BRERETON of Hassall Green43 (1444 - 1527) aka Hugh Brereton of Wimbersley. 
Hugh Brereton,  son of Sir William Brereton and Philippa Hulse, was known as Hugh of Wilmslow44.  
In 1517, he was Vicar of St Mary's at Sandbach and by 1530 he was a Vicar in the Consistory Court 
Records45 at Chester. He also appeared in the Survey of Valor Ecclesiasticus  which occurred in 1534-1535.  
 
John Minshaw in his ‘A Short History and Description of St. Mary’s Church, Sandbach, Cheshire also 
confirms that Hugh Brereton was Vicar from 1517-1535 and suggests that Hugh would have become 
Vicar shortly after the renovations mentioned in the article regarding St. Mary’s Church, shown 
below. When Hugh died the vicarage was presented to Thomas Smythe. 
 
Hugh married Anne Done46, younger daughter of Elizabeth Dutton and Robert Done, younger son of 
John Done of Flaxton, Parish of Ryedale, Northern Yorkshire.   She was the sister of Sir John Done of 
Utkinton47 and granddaughter of  John Done of Utkinton.  
 
Her mother was Elizabeth Dutton. According to the Pardon Roll of 1559, Sir John Done’s land holdings 
were east of Chester. He is described as ‘of Utkinton;  alias late of Eddisbury, alias of Tarporley’.  Sir 
John Done (C.1501– 1561) married Jane Mainwaring of Peover.  
 

 
 
St. Mary’s Church, Sandbach 
 
 

 
43   Hassall is a township in the Parish of Sandbach 
44   Wilmslow  is about 7 miles from Macclesfield, in Chester – near Hassall.and Brereton 
45   A consistory court is a type of ecclesiastical court, especially within the Church of England 
46   Flaxton is a small village in the Parish of Ryedale, District of North Yorkshire, I also from references to this family a coming 

from France and settling in Kidwelly, Carmarthenshire, Wales’ .   
47   Small village outside Tarporley, new Wimboldsley)  



 Randulphus (Randle) Brereton of Malpas     
 

                                                                                                                                                                              
©  This history was researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin  Updated Edition:  September  2021 

Contact information: website: breretonhistory.ca    email: contact@breretonhistory.ca 

46  of 66 

ST MARY’S CHURCH, SANDBACH, CHESHIRE 
 
THE FIRST CHURCH:  There is evidence of a stone church in Sandbach since 1200, before which a timber and 
thatch building would probably have existed, this being preceded by open air meetings around the Saxon Crosses 
in the market square. This stone church would probably have been of the two-section (nave and sanctuary) or 
three-section (nave, chancel and sanctuary) type, being Norman in style. The accent would have been on dignity 
and simplicity, with tall narrow windows admitting comparatively little light. We have little factual evidence of 
this thirteenth century church although some remains are incorporated in the present building, about which 
more later. During the fourteenth century it might be presumed that extensions would have been carried out 
entailing north and south aisle extension, the addition of sacristy, the reroofing with clerestory windows and the 
tower being increased in height to receive a peal of four bells. The church was rebuilt during the early part of the 
reign of King Henry VII (about 1490) which would have given us a roomy, light and serviceable building typical 
of the intention of church architects throughout the Middle Ages. An interesting aside at this point: when the 
old church was demolished to make way for this building, remains of a very early church were uncovered, which 
all goes to substantiate the little knowledge that we have. For the only sorrow is the lack of real evidence or 
documentation of all these advances - we can only surmise in most cases and visualise the growth as this was 
the general pattern of the period. 
 
There is also a Brereton Shield of Arms (argent (silver) two bars sable) and on either side were the letters H B 
Brereton (a crescent for difference) impaling Done of Utkinton, Kent (an annulet for difference) and a shield 
bearing ‘Or’ (gold) a bugle-horn Sable (black) stringed Gules for Delamere Forest. 
 
John Parson Earwalker in his document ‘The History of the Ancient Parish of Sandbach, co. Cheshire’, 
(dated 1890) writes: that There can be little doubt that this glass was placed in memory of Hugh 
Brereton of Hassall Green. In this history we find the following description: In 1596 a window was 
installed on the north side of the Chancel, of kneeling figure of a man in armor with four sons kneeling behind 
him and that of his wife, with three daughters kneeling beside her. 
 
According to notes from 1596, the window  on the North Side of the Chancel contained the Brereton 
Shield as mention above . 
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Hugh Brereton is shown son of Sir William and Phillipa Brereton 
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Hugh and Anne Brereton had issue: 
 

6.1) Henry Brereton of the Peele48  
 

Ellin Brereton married Charles49 Mainwaring of Peover 
(see Mainwaring of Peover history is on 

my website breretonhistory.ca) 
 

Jane Brereton married Roger Rawson 
 

Isabel Brereton married firstly,  William Cowper and secondly,  Ralph Winnington of Offerton 
 

Anne Brereton married Thomas Somerford of Somerford and Astbury 
 

Margaret Brereton (c1490-?) married Thomas Unwin of Clough 
 

Alice Brereton married Ralph Rudyard of Leek (c. 1493-?) 
 

Elizabeth Brereton married Mr. Gill 
 
6.1) HENRY BRERETON OF THE PEELE50   
Reference to the Peele, could refer to the area of Ashton Hayes, Cheshire. 
There is reference to  Henry  having a  son and grandson both named Hugh Brereton; however, to 
date,   I have not been able to identify the spouse or any issue of Henry of Peele.  Consequently, 
until new information is found this chapter of the history will continue with Hugh Brereton of 
Hassall  

 
6.1.1) HUGH BRERETON (1520 -  September 1585) of Hassall Green, Sandbach. 
Hugh Brereton of Hassall was buried on 10 September 1585. In a footnote Earwalker states that 
Hugh was probably descended from the Hugh Brereton of Hassall (referred to in an account of 
the ancient stained-glass window).   Hugh’s will was probated 6 September 1585.  Information 
contained in this will (and other sources) have been used to develop a family tree.  
 
Hugh Brereton married Ellin (1520-1589) and had issue: 

 
William Brereton 

 
Randle Brereton 

 
6.1.1.1) Robert Brereton of Alsager51, Cheshire married Margaret Fletcher (1556-1632) 

 
Hugh Brereton (1556-1634) 

 
Agnes Brereton (1564-died pre1585) 

 

 
48   In’ The Visitation of Cheshire 1580” – Vol. XVIII, page 42 – the marriage between Hugh and Anne is given and it states that 

he had Henry Brereton of the Peele, son and heir and seven daughters, all married.  It goes on to state that the figures in the 
old glass has probably not been carefully copied or some of the sons may have died. 

49   There is a will for Charles Mainwaring of Croxton dated 1520 stating his wife was Isabell- Some records show that Charles 
Mainwaring married a second time.  There is also a will for a Charles Mainwaring of Croxton left a will from 1587 stated his 
wife was Elizabeth. He is a descendant of Charles and Ellen. 

50   In’ The Visitation of Cheshire 1580” – Vol. XVIII, page 42 – the marriage between Hugh and Anne is given and it states that 
he had Henry Brereton of the Peele, son and heir and seven daughters, all married.  It goes on to state that the figures in the 
old glass has probably not been carefully copied or some of the sons may have died. 

51   Alsager is a village and parish in Cheshire – not far from Hassall another village and Parish. 
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6.1.1.2) John Brereton of Darnhall (1565-1612) married Margaret Alsager (1578-1630) 
 

Edward Brereton (1567-?) 
 

6.1.1.3) (1570-1639) married Margaret Poole on 29 November 1595 
 

Margery Brereton (1552/3-1620) married John Shawe of Swineshead, Sandbach. 
John was the Curate of Sandbach in 1572. Their daughter Margery was baptised in that church  

on 5 September 1578 as was her sister Margaret (baptised 10 February 1582). 
 

WILL OF HUGH BRERETON (1520-1585) 
 
Thanks to Geoff Ashworth and his cousin Roger Boraston of Worcester (descendants of Hugh 
Brereton) I was provided with is a ‘summary’ of salient information from the will of Hugh 
Brereton (1520-1585). Transcribing the will and preparing a summary, would not have been an 
easy task give the age of the document, the old English terminology and the writing style.  This 
chapter of the Malpas history has been possible because of their work – and our conversations. 
 
His will assigns the following: 
- To his oldest son William Brereton, that part and portion of the “Tente” – probably tenancy52, which 

 he now occupies to have to him and his assignées for and during the remainder of the years in the said  
lease behind and unexpired. 

- To his wife Ellen/Elaine Brereton all the rest and residue of the Tente to have to her and her 
 assignées for and during the reversion of years in the said lease unexpired, if she so long shall live, she 
the said William Brereton and my wife paying the rent and doing all other duties equally between them. 
Upon the death of his wife, the issue of his son William (lawfully begotten or to be  begotten) would  
succeed in the occupation of the premises, and for want of such issue – his youngest son Thomas 
Brereton shall enjoy the portion which Hugh presently occupies during the term of the said lease. 

- An Oversight Committee was established by Hugh and included Randle Brereton, Robert Brereton,  
Hugh Brereton, William Brereton and John Shawe.   

- In the will Hugh states that if his son Thomas does not order and rule himself well the Oversight 
committee will transfer the property to Thomas’s brother John Brereton to have and enjoy. Further, 
if John does not govern and order himself well at the oversight of the said fine men or part of them then 
Hugh Brereton will have the part and portion that Thomas and John should have had. 

- As his son Robert Brereton owes Hugh some money, all but 20 marks would be forgiven 
- 20 marks were bequeathed to his daughter Margaret Brereton.  
-   £6 would be shared amongst the three children of son, Robert Brereton 
-   £4 would be shared amongst the two children of John Shawe   
-   John Brereton, carpenter was bequeathed either £2 or one ewe lamb.  
-   Robert Brereton was bequeathed his best? 
-   Daughter, Margery Shawe received one pot- 
- William the Younger (could be a grandson) would receive one calf at Martlemas (old English for  

Martinmas which is celebrated on 11 November) for twelve months and be kept at Hugh’s house until   
he  comes to a convenient age. 

- Son William would also receive one great foul den table in full satisfaction of his child’s part of all  
my goods whatsoever neither is it my will that he shall any more by any means whatsoever. 

-  All remaining goods, chattels and debts, quick or dead moveable or unmoveable of what kind and  in   
whose hands so ever they be……………………… 

 

 
52  Upon reviewing the transcript Geoff’s assessment is that Hugh was a tenant farmer, living in the County of Salop, Shropshire. 

It appears that the land-holder may have been Hugh Bostock of the parish of Morton Say, Arch-Deaconry of Salop, Shropshire. 
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It is important to note that when Hugh identified the men on his oversight committee as fine 
men who will stand in judgement of the actions of his sons Thomas and John, he was likely 
referring to his  brothers – and his one son in law. 
 

6.1.1.1) ROBERT BRERETON of Alsager  (1566-1632)  
Born in Hassall, Alsager, Cheshire on 1556 to Hugh Brereton and Ellin Brereton. Robert 
Brereton married Margaret Fletcher at St. Mary’s Church, Sandbach, in 1574. He died in 
1632 at Barthomley, Cheshire East, England.  
 

Ellen Brereton (1577-1654)  
 

William Brereton (eldest) (1582-1596) married Margaret Turner 
 

Hugh Brereton of Alsager (1580-?) married Elizabeth Newton 
 

Anna Brereton (1584-?) 
 

Thomas Brereton (1586-?) married Mary Kent 
 
6.1.1.2) JOHN BRERETON (1565-1612) of Darnhall  
In 1597, John married Margaret Alsager. It appears that they moved to Darnhall circa 1605.   
 John and Margaret both had issue: 

 
6.1.1.2.1) John Brereton (1600-1662) married Margaret Lawton on 25 January 1639 

 
Randle Brereton (infant death - 1601) 

 
6.1.1.2.2) Edward Brereton (1606-1679) 

 
6.1.1.2.3) Robert Brereton (1606-1679) of Alsager married Katherine Beech.  

 
Elizabeth Brereton (1598-1679) married Thomas Fairclough 

 
John died in 1612 and his will listed beneficiaries  -  eldest son John Brereton, son Robert 
Brereton , son Edward Brereton,  wife Margaret (née Alsager) Brereton and daughter 
Elizabeth (née Brereton) Fairclough. 

 
6.1.1.2.1) JOHN BRERETON (1600-1662) 
On 25 January 1639, at Sandbach, John Brereton married Margaret Lawton.  John did not 
leave a will but there was an appraisal of his property.  It states that the appraisers were 
Randle Brereton, Edward Brereton, Robert Brereton and John Lawton.  
 
John and Margaret had issue: 

Thomas Brereton (1639-1669) 
 

Margaret Brereton (1641-?) 
 

Elizabeth Brereton (1647-1669) 
 

Samuel Brereton (1643-1669) 
 

Sarah Brereton (1650-1699) 
 

Margaret’s will, which was read in Darnhall in 1669, identifies the beneficiaries as son 
Samuel Brereton,  daughter Sarah Brereton, brother-in-law Randle Brereton of Alsager & 
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brother John Lawton.  Executors were Robert Brereton, Samuel Brereton, John Lawton 
(two others mentioned are difficult to read). 
 
6.1.1.2.2) EDWARD BRERETON 
In Edward’s will he identified a cousin Edward Brereton, Thomas Wood, his brother John 
Brereton,  kinswoman Ann Wright, Margaret Brereton (who married John Brereton) and 
Elizabeth Lawson.    
 
There is also a reference to Thomas Alsager of Homs, his brother Richard Alsager of Poole,   
Ann Alsager and her sister Elizabeth Alsager.  There is also a reference to Edward’s sister-
in-law Katherine Brereton (wife of Robert Breretons),  nieces Mary Brereton, Margaret 
Brereton and his nephew John Brereton – all issue of Edward’s brother Robert Brereton.  
 
As there is no reference to a spouse or children, he was probably a bachelor.  
 
6.1.1.2.3)  ROBERT BRERETON (1603-1679)  
Robert married Katherine Beech at Nantwich in 1649. It appears that Robert came into 
possession of his brother’s estates upon the death of John Brereton.  Robert and Katherine 
had issue: 

Mary Brereton (1648-1705) married John Hassall 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1) John Brereton (1650-1726) married Deborah Shawe (1660-1686) 
 

Margaret Brereton (1664-1726) married Thomas Garrett 
 

Robert’s will, read in 1680, mentions his wife Katherine, his daughters and sons and  
Robert Minshull of Church Minshull, Nantwich. Information about Minshall can be found in 
the ‘Account of the Parish Church of Minshull, in Cheshire, by Rev. George Sandford, MA  

 
6.1.1.2.3.1) JOHN BRERETON of Whitegate 
John married Deborah Shawe of Sandbach at Whitegate in 1689. They had issue: 
 

Elizabeth Brereton (1690-?) 
 

John Brereton  (1692-1714) died at Newton Le Willows, Lancashire 
 

Samuel Brereton (1694-?) 
 

Mary Brereton 1695-?) 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1.1)  Thomas Brereton (1697-1768) married Margaret Packard 
 

Sarah Brereton (1700-?) 
 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1) THOMAS BRERETON of Darnhall (1697-1768)  
Thomas married Margaret Packard at Wrenbury-cum-Frith, Cheshire, in 1733. In 
his will, Thomas directed that his estate be sold, his wife Margaret to receive an 
annuity with  the balance of his money divided between his heirs, sons Thomas, 
Samuel, James, his daughters Elizabeth and Margaret and his nephew Samuel Kent.  
Thomas and Margaret had issue: 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.1)  Thomas Brereton (1736-1813) married Ann Chaplain 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2) Samuel Brereton (1740-1818) married Elizabeth Yearsley  
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6.1.1.2.3.1.1.3)  James Brereton (1742-1819) married Jane Ledward 
 

Elizabeth Brereton (1745-1810) 
 

Margaret Brereton (1748-1780) married Samuel Davies 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1.1.1) THOMAS BRERETON 
Thomas Brereton married Ann Chaplain in Tarvin in 1777. They had issue: 

 
Mary Brereton (1777-?) 

 
Robert Brereton (1779-?) 

 
Joseph Brereton (1784-?) 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2) SAMUEL BRERETON 
In 1774, Samuel Brereton married Elizabeth Yearsley. The wedding took place 
in Whitegate.   Samuel Brereton owned Ash House Farm which was located in 
Oulton, Cheshire. In his will Samuel left his estate to wife Elizabeth, sons-in-law 
William Clowes, William Hope, James Egerton and Richard Hewitt; daughter-
in-law Ellen Brereton, son Samuel and daughter Sarah Brereton. His will was 
signed by James Brereton, Thomas Gresty.  
 
Samuel and Elizabeth had issue: 
 

Elizabeth Brereton (1775-1838) married William Clowes 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.1) Samuel Brereton (1778-1826) 
married his first cousin Ann Brereton 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.2) John Brereton (1777-1814) married Ellen Stretch 

 
Mary Brereton (1780-1844) married William Hope 

 
Margaret Brereton (1782-?) married James Egerton 

 
Sarah Brereton (1785-?) married George Bebbington 

 
Ann Brereton (1788-?) married Richard Hewitt 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.1)  SAMUEL BRERETON (1778-1826) 
Samuel, a salt dealer in Cheshire, married his first cousin Ann Brereton. He 
and Ann had issue: 
 

Joseph Brereton (1797-1872). In his will he mentions  
his late Uncle Joseph, of Liverpool, and leaves his estate to his brother  

William Brereton of Southport and sister Eliza Brereton. 
 

Jane Brereton (1802 - ?) 
 

Ann Brereton (1808- 1855) never married and in her will she left her estate, 
including a salt manufacturing facility in Cheshire,  to her brother Joseph.  

 
Emma Brereton (1813-1829) 
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Eliza Brereton (1816-1877) 
 

William Brereton (1819-1893) of Southport married Elizabeth McClaskin in 
Penrith, Cumbria, in 1849. He was a railway goods and lived most of his life in 

Southport. William and Elizabeth had no issue. 
 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.2)  JOHN BRERETON of Whitegate (1777-1814)  
In 1796, John married Ellen Stretch in Whitegate, which is situated on the 
west bank of the river Weaver and near the Grand Junction line of the London 
and North Western railway  
 
The church of St. Mary, Whitegate is a brick edifice which was erected in 1726, 
on the site of a former one; it was restored in 1875, chiefly by Lord Delamere.  
This brick church also serves townships of Darnhall and parts of Marton (new 
Winsford), Over and Weaverham cum Milton. On the St. Mary website there 
is also a reference to Whitley Inferior and Whitley Superior.  
 
There is a reference to a John Brereton, farmer of Swanlow House, Cheshire. 
‘A Description of the township of Swanlow’ written in 1621 by William Webb 
provides the following information: 
 
‘... along the park side of Darnhall lies Swanlow, and therein a many good farms that 
have been of abbey lands …By the 1660s there were about twenty-two dwellings in 
the area. The major landowners were two successive members of the Pershall family. 
Nearby, In Darhall were the holding of the Cholmondeleys of Vale Royal, the 
Moretons of Middlewich, the Whittinghams, and later the Wilbrahams were all 
significant gentry’ families with property interests in the township. 
 
As John Brereton predeceased his father Samuel, his wife Ellen inherited from 
his share of his father’s estate. In 1827, Ellen married George Goodier (some 
22 years younger than she). Unfortunately, upon the death of Ellen, George 
inherited her estate – which apparently was not shared with her children.   
 
John Brereton and Ellen had issue: 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.2.1)  John Brereton of Salford (1797-1845)  
married Hannah Jackson 

 
Elizabeth Brereton (1799-1818) 

 
Mary Brereton 1800-1820) married Roger Bebbington 

 
Margaret Brereton (1802-1822) m. John Fletcher 

 
Ellen Brereton (1804-1829) married John Fletcher 

widower of elder sister 
 

Ann Brereton (1808-1818) 
 

Jane Brereton (1810-1837) married Thomas Siddall 
 

Samuel Brereton (1811-1814) 
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6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.2.1) JOHN BRERETON of Salford (1797-1845)  
John married Hannah Withnail (née Jackson) at Great Budworth in 1825. 
They resided in Saltford, a large village and civil parish in the Bath and 
North East Somerset unitary authority, Somerset, England. At the time of 
his marriage John was a sawyer by trade. They moved to Manchester – 
date unknown.  John and Hanna had issue: 
 

Jane Brereton (1826-?) married Cornelius Riley.  
The 1851 census shows them living in Ashley Lane, Angel Meadow.  

At some time, Jane was abandoned by her husband Cornelius.  
 There is a reference to Jane having a lodging house. 

 
Martha Brereton (1828 - c1850) married Joseph Hulme in 1849 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.2.1.1) John Brereton (1831-1864) married Harriet Nowell 

 
Elizabeth Brereton (1835-?) was living in Birtles Square 

(probably in the town of Macclesfield)  in 1861 with a four-year old 
illegitimate daughter, Ellen Brereton. 

 
Mary Ann Brereton (1838-1872 of Birtles Square married, in 1861, 

William Broome who died in 1868. In 1869  
Mary Ann married Edmund Ogden. 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.2.1.1) JOHN BRERETON (1831-1864)  
John was living with his sister Jane and her husband in 1851, in Ashley 
Lane, when he married Harriet Nowell. She was born in Bosley, 
Cheshire,  in 1831, the first child of John Nowell, a stonemason of 
Dewsbury, and Mary Douglass.  John and Harriett open a “marine 
supply store” in Salford. They had issue: 
 

Mary Ann Brereton (1852-1899) married  Edward Brown 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.2.1.1.1) John Brereton (1854-1932)  
married Emma (or Emily) Clayton 

 
Sarah Ann Brereton (1858-?) married George Street 

 
Harriet Brereton (1860-1943) married Christopher MacGuire 

 
Martha Brereton (1863-1925) married William C. Plover 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.2.2.1.1.1) JOHN BRERETON (1854-1932) 
John Brereton, an iron turner, married Emma (sometimes calling herself  
Emily) Clayton in 1880. They had issue: 
 

Lily Brereton (1876-1935) married James Hickey 
 

Martha Brereton (b. 1878) married James Wilson 
 

Harriet Brereton (1880-1946) married William James Scrouther 
 

George Brereton (1882-1940) married Florence Philips 
 

Sarah Alice Brereton (1888-1964) unmarried 
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Emma Brereton (1890-1949) married 1st Samuel White 

and 2nd James Begley 
 

Eleanor Brereton (1892-1965) unmarried 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1.1.3)  JAMES BRERETON (1742-1819)  
In 1768,  James Brereton married Jane Ledward in Stone, Staffordshire.  James 
and Jane had issue: 
 

Mary Brereton (1769- ?) married John Lowndes of Lower Peover 
  

Thomas Brereton (1771-1835) 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1.1.3.1) James Brereton (1773-1825) of Fenneywood. The beneficiaries  
 

Ann Brereton (1775-1855) married her cousin Samuel Brereton 
 

Elizabeth Brereton (1778- ?) married Thomas Taylor 
 

6.1.1.2.3.1.1.3.2) William Brereton of Davenham (1779-1850) 
married Elizabeth Trim 

 
Samuel Brereton (blind organist) (1782-?) 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.3.2) Joseph Brereton of Liverpool (1786-1869) unmarried 

 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.3.1) JAMES BRERETON  (1773-1825) of Fenneywood.  
When John died in 1825, his beneficiaries were: his house keeper Ellen 
Brereton,  brothers William Brereton of Davenham, Joseph Brereton of 
Liverpool, Samuel Brereton and Thomas Brereton, also  sisters Ann (née) 
Brereton) wife of Samuel Brereton and Mary (née Brereton)  Lowndes, (wife 
of John Lowndes). The Executor was Joseph Brereton of Middlewich. 
 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.3.2) WILLIAM BRERETON of Davenham (1779-1850) 
William was a publican until he inherited the farm at Fenneywood, Winsford, 
near Tarpoley. He married Elizabeth Trim in 1821 in Davenham. William and 
Elizabeth left issue: 
 

Jane Brereton (1823- ?) married Arthur G. Latham (1823-1881) 
merchant of India and Weaste (Salford). They lived at Weaste Hall,  

Salford, Greater Manchester 
 

Mary Brereton (1827-?) 
 
In his will William left his estate to brothers, Samuel Brereton of Newton and  
Joseph Brereton of Liverpool;  brother-in-law, Thomas Taylor and his wife 
Elizabeth, also daughters Jane and Mary. 
 
6.1.1.2.3.1.1.3.2)  JOSEPH BRERETON Liverpool (1786-1869)  
Joseph, a wealthy timber merchant of Liverpool lived at Speke Hall. 
He died a bachelor. 
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6.1.1.3) THOMAS BRERETON (1570-1639) 
Thomas married Margaret Poole on 29 November 1595 at Sandbach.  They had 
issue: 

Elizabeth Brereton (1596-1607) 
 

Robert Brereton (1597 -?) 
 

Jane Brereton (1599 - ?) 
 

John Brereton (1601-?) 
 

Margaret Brereton (1604-?) 
 

Hugh Brereton (1606-?) 
 

Ellen Brereton (1608-?) 
 

Anna Brereton (1610-?) 
 

William Brereton (infant death 1612) 
 

Margery Brereton (1614 -?) 
 

Randle Brereton (1616 -?) 
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CHAPTER  7 
 

MALPAS BRERETONS  
 

 

 
The MALPAS BRERETON ARMS - Arms Quarterly above, are defined as follows: 

 
Top Half 

 
Argent, two bar sable (for Brereton) – Black bars on silver 

 
Gules, three Pheons, Argent (for Malpas) - Three silver arrowheads on a red background 

 
Argent, a cross flore, argent (for Malpas) -   Blue cross on a silver background 

 
Argent, a lion rampart Gules, between three pheons sable (for Egerton) - A lion raised up between three 

silver arrowheads 
 

Bottom Half 
 

Or (gold), two raven sable (for Corbet) – two black ravens on a gold background 
 

Ermine, three chevrons Gules, on a canton of the second a lion passant, Or (for Orreby)  
Three chevrons on a red background with a gold lion facing right but standing 

 
Gules, two lions, argent a label of three point or (for Strange) 

Red background with two silver lions and a gold label. 
 

Above the crest is the easily recognizable Brereton Bear. 
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Map showing Malpas and Cheshire 
 
  

 
Many Breretons assume they are descended from the Breretons of Brereton Hall, Sandbach, Cheshire and 
are not aware of many Brereton branches who resided in other locations in England and in Wales.   
 
While much has been written about the Brereton Hall family (including in my on-line histories) I could not 
find a history of the Breretons of Malpas that provided sufficient detail with respect to their connection to 
the Breretons of Cheshire and to the families in Wales.  
 
My secondary goal in writing this history was to find my g-g-g-g-g-grandfather David Brereton (of Killurin, 
Ireland). As the name David was very common in the early Welsh history, my hope was that I would find 
a link.  
 
While I have some new information, more research is required to solve this mystery- I am hopeful that in 
time the mystery will be solved.  
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Very early chart of Malpas/Welsh ancestors 
 

Note:  Additional information about this ancient Welsh family 
 is available by contacting Faye Brereton  - contact@breretonhistory.ca 
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MALPAS BRERETONS – HOLDINGS 
 
The Breretons of Malpas held vast land holdings. In the history, ‘The General Armory’ the author shows the 
Breretons of Malpas, Eccleston, Wettenhall, Tatton, Honford, Wolsacre and Barrell, Co. Chester and 
Borasham, Denbighshire, Wales.  
 
Another source identifies the Malpas53 estate at its height as including, Malpas, Cuddington, Wigland, 
Over and Nether Fulwich54, Bradley, Agden, Chidlow, Tussingham, Masefen, Hampton, Larkton, Great 
and Little Edge, Overton, Chorlton, Bickerton, Broxton, Cawarden, Tilston, Horton, Barton, Adlesley, 
Crook, Coddington, Clutton, Lea Newbold, Christleton, Rowton, Shocklach, Oviatt, Church Shocklach, 
Caldecot, Crewe, Congleton, Cholmondeley, Stockton, Acton, Cholley and Runcorn. Also included are the  
Manor of Ipstones,  the huge estate of Tatton Park, Knutsford and Staffordshire estates of the Ipstones 
family.  
 
One record, in an attempt to show the vastness of the Brereton holding, states that about a half day’s leisurely 
horseback ride , lies the lands of Lord William Brereton, including Brereton Hall and a little further afield, the 
Breretons of Lincolnshire and Warwickshire.  
 
My research has indicated that the Breretons of Denbigh, Wales are descended from William Brereton, a 
younger son of the first Randle Brereton of Malpas who acquired the Denbighshire estate through his 
marriage to  Catherine, daughter and heir of Thomas de Weild of Burras/Boras. This branch became 
extinct upon the death of Owen Salusbury Brereton, Esq, in 1798.  

Early Welsh records are not easy to understand, particularly with respect to naming protocols.  Initially, 
men were identified by one name i.e., David and people were identified by ab or ap – to identify a 
relationship.  William ap David ap John would be John son of David son of William. As village populations 
grew, they began to add another identifier i.e., an occupation;  David might become David de Clerk.  This 
was followed with adding the name of their residence i.e., David Brereton de Malpas and/or adding the 
name of the family group and location:  David Brereton of Egerton. To further confuse the situation, at 
times names were adapted by the inclusion of the name of their mother or grandmother.  It is little wonder 
that the spelling of surnames is not always consistent. 

Thankfully, A Book of Wales” by S. Baring-Gould and the research of Darrell Wolcott which was available 
on-line at www.ancientwalestudies.org,  were accessible. In his papers, Wolcott states that a number of 
11th and 13th century men are sited as Lord or Baron of Malpas, Cheshire and his (Wolcotts) family 
charts begin as early as 960 with Owain , Lord of Broomfield and Holt (born c. 970). The latest date identifies 
Beatrice, grand-daughter of David and the wife of Richard of Sutton.  David the Clerk is identified in a 
number of the charts and certainly was an early family name, although it appears to have lost favour by 
the 14th Century. 
.  

 
VERY EARLY BRERETON FAMILY CHARTS 

 
I also accessed Omerod’s work and in his ‘Visitation of Cheshire, for the year 1580’ he shows the Breretons of 
Malpas beginning with Willielmus Belward.  His wife is not identified; however, there were two sons: Dan 
David and Ricardus.  I will not be providing details with respect to the very early lineage of this family as 
a number of Welsh historians and scholars have already written about the early Welsh families.   
 
This history will begin with Philip de Egerton (a descendant of Belward) who married Ellen Brereton, 
daughter of William Brereton.  Philip was the son of David Egerton, grandson of Phillip Egerton, great-
grandson of David Egerton and great-great grandson of Philip Gough, brother of David de Colborne. 
 
A few generations earlier there was a Dan David of Malpas, Clericus who married Margaret, daughter of 
Ranulphus Baron de Malpas.    Dan David was the son Willielmus Belward, the founder of this line.  

 
53  Malpas is located thirteen miles northeast of Chester and southwest of Brereton Hall. 
54 A salt production area 
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Later charts indicate that the Brereton of Denbigh descended from William Brereton, a younger son of the 
first Randle Brereton of Malpas who acquired the Denbighshire estate through his marriage to Katherine, 
daughter and heir of Thomas de Weild of Burras. 

 
 

WELSH NAMING PROTOCOLS 
 
Darrell Wolcott, in his study of the ‘Malpas Family in Cheshire55 also provides interesting information 
about the Welsh Breretons during the period of the 11th to 13th centuries; which are accompanied by 
a  number of charts.  When looking at early Welsh records I quickly learned that it is important to 
understand the naming protocol.  Initially, before record keeping, men were identified by one name, 
i.e. David and people were identified by ab or ap – to identify a relationship.  William ap David ap 
John would be William, son of David who was the son of John. As village populations grew, men 
added a second identifier, usually an occupation: David might become David de Clerk.  Names also 
changed to identify location: David de Egerton, and often the family took the location as their 
surname:  David Egerton de Malpas. To further confuse the situation occasionally families included 
the name of their mother or grandmother. So, it is not surprising that the spelling of surnames is not 
always consistent. 
 

SIR RANDLE BRERETON OF MALPAS 
 
The Malpas branch of the Breretons separated from the elder Brereton Hall branch of the family 
(which included Lord Brereton of Brereton Hall) when Sir Randle Brereton married Alice of Ipstones 
and moved to Malpas Hall. The crest of this branch of the family was a bear's head proper, arising out 
of a wreath for distinction, without the ducal coronet. 
 
In this history we follow the descendants of Sir Randle Brereton, grandson of Sir William Brereton,  
founder of this line. Randle was Chamberlain of Chester in 19 and 20 Henry VII56 a position he held 
for 26 years continuing into the reign of Henry VIII.  He was made a knight banneret, as a reward for 
his conduct at Terouenne and Tournay.  
 
Records, like the one shown below,  appear to illustrate that this family was very well favoured by the 
Monarchy at that time, as demonstrated by the incontestable fact of the high court favour of the 
Breretons under the Tudor dynasty. A remarkable instance occurs in the first volume of the State 
Papers, where, in 1521, Wolsey, who had on good prudential and economical grounds, planned the sending 
of the knights of Kent to France, on military service, was compelled to yield to the appointment of a 
Brereton from Cheshire, on the nomination of the King himself. 
 

WOLSEY TO KING HENRY VIII 
 

The knightes of Kent, being near hand and soonest in readiness were thought right meet. Nevertheless, as it shall 
stand with your pleasure, so I must and will  be contented ; thinking Sir Randolph Brereton with the other 
knights by your Grace appointed, to be convenient in the lieu and place of the knights of Kent." This is one 
occasion, among several, in which the design of the minister was compelled to yield to the pleasure of the King. 
It is very justly observed, in the able introduction to the State Papers, that the predominant influence which 
Wolsey is usually supposed to have exercised over Henry VIII is considerably overrated. 
  

 
55  Source: ww.w.ancientwalesstudies.org 
56 the 19th and 20th years of Henry’s reign 
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The pages which follow are from the document mentioned above and they are included  
As support for the family trees that have been developed for this history. 
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