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ST. OSWALD  PARISH CHURCH    (1297-1997) 42  
  
According to the booklet, St. Oswald Brereton, Welcomes the Breretons on Their Visit 200143, nothing remains 
of an earlier church44 (perhaps a chapel) which was built, within the parish of Astbury, about the time of 
King Richard I (1189-99).  

 
Initially, St. Oswald's was a donative chapel, a chapel of ease to Astbury, and a domestic chapel to the Brereton 
family; however, during the reign of Henry VIII, the king made it a parochial church. This change meant 
that the Advowson of the rectory became attached to the manor (Brereton Hall) and the Breretons could 
now appoint their own rectors45 to the chapel and burials would be permitted in the chancel.  
  
Today, we see a beautiful small family church, built of coarse East Cheshire sandstone; with large stone 
blocks of various colours.  It is situated adjacent to Brereton Hall within a wonderful treed property.  As 
you access the main door of the church, the path leads through the ancient cemetery.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
42 Much of the details regarding the structure and history of the church has been taken from Arthur Moir’s history and information 

sheets available at the Church  
43 Prepared by the Parish of St. Oswald, Brereton and presented to the reunion attendees 44. According to the information in the 

booklet it was likely a timber frame structure 45    As a donative chapel/church it was at the pleasure of the Venables.  
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It is said that a Brereton setting out on a Crusade vowed that if he returned in safety, he would build a 
Church to the glory of God.  He returned and kept his vow, building St. Oswald’s Church at Brereton.  There 
is no proof of this story, but it appears a reasonable tale given the following list of Rectors:  
  

Gilbert de Brereton     1297 (identified as Albert de Brereton in the Parish book)  
Randle de Brereton46     1313  
Mathew de Brereton     1330  
Harno de Brereton     1344  
Thomas de Brereton     1433  
Robert Brereton     1459  
  

  

  
  
The current building47 can only be dated by its style, late Perpendicular48, which belongs to the last period 
of significant Gothic architecture in Cheshire. However, it is also suggested that construction took place in 
two stages, initially pre 1500 with an addition past 1500.  According to the St. Oswald Church booklet: the 
two stages of building may be seen in the uncoordinated interior. Stand beside the pulpit and look up: the cancel roof 
is longer than the floor by about four feet.  The clumsy connection between nave and chancel is emphasized by the 
absence of a chancel arch; instead, a massive carved beam supports the roof, and, on the outside a half-timbered gable 
end.  Outside parapets to the name are plain; those to the chancel are crenellated  
  

  
46 Randle (or Ralph) de Brereton and Mathew de Brereton, probably younger siblings of the Brereton heir, both entered The Church. 

During the time of primogeniture when the eldest son typically inherited most of the titles, property and wealth, younger sons chose 
the church or a military career.    

47 An unusually complete late Perpendicular church, comments the Department of Environment report of 1967.  
48 The Perpendicular Gothic period (or simply Perpendicular) is the third historical division of English Gothic architecture is so-called 

because it is characterized by an emphasis on vertical lines; it is also known as International Gothic, rectilinear style, or Late Gothic.  
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    Window in the Chancel  
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Exterior photo showing a roundel with muzzled bear, by author in 1993  

  
 

BRERETON MONUMENT  
  

Sir William Brereton, who became 1st Lord Brereton, was responsible for the magnificent Brereton 
Monument (1618) on the north wall of the sanctuary. It consists of elaborate carvings surrounding a tablet 
which records, in Latin, the exhumation of the remains of Sir William Brereton’s ancestors from Astbury 
churchyard and their re-internment in the chancel of Brereton.  

  
Latin inscription:  

  
Antiquis temporibus quando haec 

ecclesia de Brereton fuit capella 
donativa intra parochiam de  

Asburie, antecessores Gulielmi  
Brereton militis, baronis de Malpas 

et hujus monumenti fundatoris  
anno Domini 1618 sepulti erant in 
coemeterio de Asburie, ubi antiqua  

quorundam eorum monumenta 
adhuc extant Anglice no'i'ta 

Knightes burialls, sed portquam 
dicta capella ecclesia parochialis 

facta fuit, antecessores dicti  
Gulielmi Brereton militis, hujus 
ecclesia de Brereton patroni, in  

hac cancella sepulti fuerunt, proeter 
eos qui in externis regnis  

et comitatibus moriebantur.  
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The above can be translated as follows:   
  
In ancient times when this Church of Brereton was a donative chapel (i.e., presented by a patron without reference to 
the bishop) within the parish of Astbury, the ancestors of William Brereton, knight, Baron of Malpas, who erected this 
monument in 1618 AD, had been buried in the Churchyard of Astbury, where ancient monuments of some of them 
still remain at this date, marked in English with the words Knightes burialls.  But after the said chapel was made a 
parochial Church, the ancestors of the said William Brereton, knight, patron of this Chapel of Brereton, were buried in 
this chancel, except those who died in kingdoms and countries abroad.   
  
  

  
  
In his book, The Story of Brereton Hall, Arthur Moir49 writes: There is a magnificent Brereton Monument (1618) 
on the north wall of the sanctuary.  The flambuoyant carvings surround a table which records, in Latin, the exhumation 
of the remains of Sir William Brereton's ancestors from Astbury churchyard and their re-interment in the chancel of 
Brereton church.  The Brereton arms, with twelve quarterings, is particularly fine50.  The family crest (the muzzled 
bear) is featured several times in the surround, as is the Brereton shield (two horizontal black bars.) Above the 
monument are certain pieces of funerary armour from the Brereton family: a helmet (surmounted by a black muzzled 
bear's head), a pair of gauntlets, one spur and a decorative band.  
  
He also commented on the remains of a suit of armour, with helmet, gauntlets and spurs and stating that:  
I dimly remember that tattered silk hanging from the wall in the chancel in Brereton Church, but it has since 
disappeared.  My father in his capacity as churchwarden of the church had the armour and gauntlets restored from 
their dilapidated condition and cleaned by experts in 1905.   
  
Today there remains a pair of gauntlets, a helmet, rowel (spiked revolving disc) spur and a decorative band.  
There is also a muzzled bear featured above and below the funerary armour.    
  
Arthur Moir’s, describes Lord Brereton’s armour, as follows:  The harness is suspended from the north wall of 
the chancel.  The shirt of which the rings have been attached remains but they are dropping off. It is surmounted by a 
helmet bearing the family crest.  Below these hang the gauntlets and spurs and above the whole a banner is waved, 
now representing only its bare shaft.  
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49 Arthur L. Moir, Prebendary of Hereford Cathedral (Dedicated to the Staff and Scholars of Brereton Hall School) The Story of 

Brereton Hall, Cheshire (Reproduced by Johnsons of Nantwich Ltd., 1989)  
50 The twelve minor shields – or quarterings  are:Brereton;  Lady Ada Huntington;  Scot, Earl of Chester; Lupus (1 and 4)   and 

Keviloc (2 and 3); Belward; Kevelioc; Lupus; Malpas; Egerton; Corbet; Orreby and Orreby. There are also found on the mantelpiece 
in Lord Brereton’s bedroom.   

  
SMETHWICKE MONUMENT  

  
The Smethwicke Monument can be found on the in the south aisle. Carved into the tablet are half-length 
effigies of William Smethwicke and his wife the former, Frances Colclough.  Both figures have Jacobean 
ruffs, with hands clasped, a hood is thrown over the lady's head and a book placed on each side of her. 
Unfortunately, at some time the hands, were broken off (according to the Parish booklet - presumably by 
puritan enthusiasts, who found pious gestures offensive).   
  
Under the male figure on a tablet of black marble is inscribed, here lieth interred the body of William Smethwicke, 
of Smethwicke, who mindful of his death, erected this monument for himself and his wife, pious to God, pious in good 
works.   
  
William Smethwicke, born October 1st AD 1551 and Frances were married for 58 years, a remarkable 
achievement in the 1600’s.  William died June 6th, 1643.  
  
Note:  The Smethwicke and Brereton family were when Frances Brereton, daughter of Sir Ranulphus de Brereton 
married Thurston de Smethwicke.  Ranulphus gave his daughter the land of Smethwicke, which formed a portion of 
the Brereton demesne, on her marriage.  We can also find references to William Brereton of Smethwicke.   

  
Photos by author   Faye Brereton   
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Interior photo of St. Oswald’s Church.51 By Faye Brereton  

   
51 A special service was held in the church during the 2001 Brereton Reunion. The bells were also pealed for the attendees  
In the church there is a peal of five bells, with dates and inscriptions as follows:  
  

1. Treble.   1634  Jesus be our speed.  
2. 1634  God save this Church.  
3. 1634  Glory be to God.  
4. 1727      Prosperity to this Parish. (Re-cast 1905)  
5.  Tenor 1738 Cast at the expense of Sir Lister Holte, Bart 

 
Three of the bells were given to the church, in 1633 by William Brereton, 2nd Lord Brereton (1611-1664). The 
bells were in honour of his marriage to Lady Elizabeth Goring. 
 
An ancient bell, with inscription, ER 1597, was presented to the church in 1992 and is housed in a niche by 
the south door.  Its history has been extensively researched: supposedly it was not part of a peal, but 
incorporated in a clock mechanism in Brereton church, then moved to Brereton Hall.  
  
Six massive silver pieces that are no longer used for liturgical purposes and are not kept on the church 
premises are also in possession of the Church:  a tankard (1664); Chalice (1653) with Smethwick arms; 
Paten52 (1642 or 1664) with Brereton arms impaling another crest; Chalice (1722) with Brereton arms and 
two patens (1722) inscribed The Hon Mrs. Elizabeth Brereton. Note:  1722 was the year in which Francis, fifth 
Lord of Brereton died.  
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PURCHASE OF THE ADVOWSON OF BRERETON IN 1911  
  
James Royds purchased the advowson of Brereton in 1911.  The sale was advertised in the ‘Courier of 14 
October 1811 – as follows:  
  
CHURCH PREFERMENT: To be sold by auction on Tuesday the 29th instant at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, at 
the house of William Vickery, known by the sign of the Bear's Head, in Brereton, in the County of Chester, if not sold 
by private contract in the meantime, of which due notice will be given, the next nomination or right of presentation to 
the valuable rectory of Brereton-cum-Smithwick, in the County of Chester, the annual proceeds due to the Rector 
thereof arise from the following sources, viz:  
  
From the rectory house and glebe lands adjoining the house, estimated at the yearly  value of       £82.0.0  
  
From the tithes arising from upwards of 4,000 acres of land, in Brereton- cum-Smithwick  aforesaid, 
as now let to the occupier by the present incumbent for a term of years   
(determinable on his death) two years of which will be unexpired on the 25th  of March next         £893.0.0  
    
From a certain proportion of the tithes of Sandbach, which now produce about £55   
per annum, but which are supposed to be of much greater value              £35.0.0  
  
                        £1,010.0.0  

The rectory house is convenient, the land is chiefly of the best quality, in a pleasant neighbourhood, five miles from 
Congleton, four form Middlewich and three from Sandbach, and at a convenient distance from the turnpike road 
leading from London to Liverpool, being about 160 miles from the former place and 40 from the latter  

A proper proportion of the land is arable, and agriculture in this neighbourhood is in its infancy, there being a quantity 
of waste land still remaining to be enclosed. The present rector and his parishioners are on terms of friendship, as may 
well be supposed from his moderation in fixing the mode of payment of his tithes. The present incumbent is in his 71st 
year.  

The incumbent, Dr. William Fell, died in 1819, and Edward Royds (3rd son of James and Mary Royds of 
Falinge, Rochdale) was presented to the living. In the same year he married Mary Molyneux, daughter of 
Thomas Molyneux, Mayor of Liverpool, of Newsham House, which was later sold to the Liverpool  
Corporation. Queen Victoria stayed there on her visit to the city, and later it became the Judge's Residence. 
Edward was educated at Christ’s Church College, Cambridge, graduating in 1820 (aged 30 years)   

Edward died on 11 April 1846 at the age of 45. Upon his death, his brother Charles Royds of Haughton 
Rectory, Stafford, was willing to hold the Rectory of Brereton together with his own, without receiving the 
income of the benefice, and continued until his nephew Edward was able to succeed him in 1845.  

A memorial tablet in Brereton church reads: "This marble is consecrated by his parishioners and members of the  
Brereton Benevolent Society to the memory of the Revd Edward Royds AM, their beloved and deeply regretted 
Rector, as a testimony of their veneration for his truly Christian character, their gratitude for his unwearied 
beneficence, and their heartfelt sorrow for the loss of an affectionate friend and a living pattern of the excellence of the 
gospel which he preached with zeal and faithfulness. He closed his life and ministry on the 11th day of April 1836 in 
the 46th year of his age.  

Blessed are those servants whom the Lord when he cometh shall find waiting."  
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BEAR’S HEAD INN, CONGELTON  
  

According to a date carved in the timbered porch the building called The Bear's Head, Brereton Green, 
Sandbach was built in 1615.    
  
The following account can be found on the Cheshire Market Towns website:  
  
 It has been described as being "as noble as many an old manor house".  In the days of coach travel nearby 
Brereton was a thriving village of 700 inhabitants and this inn was a popular posting house on the London- 
Liverpool route. As coaching declined, the Bear's Head entered a quieter period and by the 1891 survey of 
Cheshire public houses it was recorded as a free house. It had 4 bedrooms, ‘drinking accommodation for 12 
persons’,  2 stables and 6 stalls. However, trade must have recovered by the turn of the century since in 1903 
facilities were extended to accommodate 6 bedrooms, 4 stables and 13 stalls.  
  
At one time there was the head of a bear over the pub entrance, protected by a small canopy (see below).  
However, the author recently learned that the bear head was removed during a more recent renovation 
and was moved to St. Oswald Church.   
  
  

 
  

1993 Photo of the Bear’s Head Inn by Bob and Faye Goodwin (note bear’s head in alcove above door)  
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