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OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS OF BRERETON HALL  
  
  

  
  
Sir William Brereton (1550 – 1631) was the son of Sir William Brereton (died 4 September 1559) and Jane 
Warburton, eldest daughter of Sir Peter Warburton.    
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William was only nine years of age when his father died in 1559 and he assume the title Sir William Brereton 
and inherited the Brereton Hall and other holdings. A year of two later his mother married Sir Lawrence 
Smith and the young William Brereton became a ward of Sir John Savage, who lived at Clifton, in Cheshire.   
  
While living with the Savage family, William and his ward’s daughter Margaret Savage (who was around 
the same age) became great friends.  Upon became of age, in 1571,  William married Margaret Savage. She 
received a marriage portion of 1,000 marks.  
  
Growing up the William and Margaret would have watched the building of a mansion (which was later 
called Rock Savage) which would replace the old hall of the ancestors of  Sir John Savage. The new building 
was constructed of brick and stone (in place of the traditional wood and plaster) and included the latest 
Tudor architectural details.    
  
So perhaps it was not a surprise that William and Margaret used Rock Savage as a model for Brereton Hall, 
which has been described as built in a park setting on Cheshire Plain, beside the ancient Church and 
alongside the River Weaver; which eventually flowed past Rock Savage before travelling to the sea. Brereton 
Hall was completed in 1568.    
  
Sir William Brereton was knighted by the Earl of Leicester, in 1588, at Flushing, Netherlands and in 1624 he 
was created  Baron Brereton of Leighlin by King James I.  Sir William had become a power in Irish affairs 
and was Lord Justice and High Marshall.  Many of the Irish Brereton family can trace their ancestors through 
the sons of Sir William.     
  
Following is an excerpt from the transcription of the grant of creation to Sir William Brereton:  
  
KNOW YE THERETORE that of our especial grace and of our certain knowledge and mere notion have erected 
appointed and created the aforesaid Sir William Brereton Knight to the state degree style title dignity and honor of a 
BARON in our said Kingdom of Ireland that is to say of Baron Brereton of Laghlyn in the County of Carlow in our  
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Kingdom of Ireland. And do by the tenor of these presents erect a point and create him the said Sir William Brereton 
Knight Baron Brereton of Laghlyn and aforesaid AND we have bestowed given and granted and by these presents do 
bestow give and grant to the said Sir William the name state degree style dignity title and honor of Baron Brereton of 
Laghlyn aforesaid TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said name degree state style dignity title and honor of Baron 
Brereton of Laghlyn aforesaid to the aforesaid Sir William and the heirs male of his body issuing for ever Willing and 
by these presents granting for us our heirs and successors that the aforesaid Sir William and his heirs male aforesaid 
and every of them shall successively bear and have the aforesaid name state degree style title dignity and honor of 
Baron Brereton of Laghlyn   
  
Note: More information about Lord William, his ancestors and descendants can be found in my on-line history The 
Breretons of Cheshire.  
  
When Sir William, 1st Lord Brereton died in 1631, his title and estates would have passed to his son Sir John 
Brereton who had married  Anne Fitton, daughter of Sir Edward Fitton of Gawsworth; however, John died 
in 1629 (predeceasing his father) and the heir became William Brereton, 2nd son of William and Margaret.   
  
This Sir William Brereton, 2nd Lord Brereton of Leighlin  (1611-1664) married Elizabeth Goring, daughter of 
George Goring, a famous Cavalier leader in the Civil War of 1642 to 16511. As noted in the description of 
Brereton Hall, the mantel-piece in the dressing room off Lord Brereton’s bedroom celebrates the marriage 
of Elizabeth Goring to Lord Brereton.   
  

  
In 1642, the Civil War broke out between the Royalists and Roundheads.  Sir William, an ardent Royalist 
supported the King.  Unfortunately, his ‘kin’ the Brereton family of Malpas were on the other side and early 
in 1644 William Brereton of Malpas defeated the Royal army in a battle taking over Nantwich before  
advancing on Brereton.  Before the troops arrived Lord Brereton, his wife and son fled to Biddulph Hall in 
Staffordshire as it was fortified.  Notwithstanding the fortifications at Biddulph,  Lord and Lady Brereton, 
their son, Captains Biddulph, Shackerley and Minshull and about 150 soldiers were taken as prisoners to 
Stafford.   
  
In 1655, as his estates were sequestered, Lord Brereton was compelled to pay a ransom for the release of his 
release and the release of his family. The same year Lord Brereton was exchanged for Sir John Harcourt, a 
Parliamentarian leader captured by the Royalist. The family was finally able to return to Brereton Hall and 
later, Lord Brereton represented Chester in the first Parliament.   
  
Sir William and Lady Elizabeth had a number of children, including their son William who became the 2rd 
Lord Brereton following the death of his father in 1664. This Sir William Brereton would have been 
approximately thirteen years of age when he and his parents had to flee to Biddulph Hall.   
  
When Sir William Brereton, Lord Brereton II inherited the estates from his father he realized that the 
properties were heavily in debt (owing to high expenses from the Civil War) and was forced to sell a number 
of his estates including the barony and the living of Malpas.   
  
William and Elizabeth had issue: William (heir) , Henry, George, Thomas, Elizabeth plus other daughters.  
There is a question of another son John who was not identified by ‘Omerod’ and some have suggested that 
as a young boy he  left Brereton to live with family in Bedford – and consequently was not recognized in 
the ascendance of the Brereton dynasty.    
  
Upon the death of Sir William Brereton II Lord Brereton his son another William (1631-1679) became heir 
of Brereton Hall.  This Sir William Brereton, who became Lord Brereton III of Leighlin married Frances 

 
1     George Goring took over the Mulberry Gardens in London from Lord Aston and this house eventually became known as 

Buckingham Palace.    
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Willoughby, daughter of Francis, Lord Willoughby of Parham. William who is identified as a man of 
learning and influence and is considered a founder of the Royal Society. He died in London in 1679 and is 
buried in St. Martin’s in the Field.  William and Frances had two sons; John Brereton  and Francis Brereton.   
  
As a young man, Sir John Brereton, 4th Lord Brereton served abroad, in the military.  He married Mary 
Tipping, daughter of Sir Thomas Tipping of Oxford County but had no issue. He died in 1718, at the age of 
32 years.   
  
Sir Francis Brereton, 5th Lord Brereton and brother of Sir John died a bachelor, in 1722. He was buried at 
Brereton on 11 April 1722. With the death of Sir Francs, Lord Brereton Of Leighlin , the title became extinct 
after 600 years of male ownership.    
  
Brereton Hall and the estates passed to the Holte family of Aston, through a female, Jane Brereton (the great-
aunt of Francis Brereton, Lord Brereton of Leighlin). Sadly, Jane had a very short life. She married in 1646, 
and two years later, died during childbirth.  Her son Charles Holte became the second baronet Sir Charles 
Holte.     
  
Note: More information about Lord William, his ancestors and descendants can be found in my on-line history The 
Breretons of Cheshire.  

  
  
  
  
  

HOLTE FAMILY (1722-1769)  
  
Brereton Hall and estate passed to the Holtes family of Aston in Warwickshire, in right of the female line, 
through Jane Brereton (daughter of Sir John Brereton and Anne Fitton31).  
  
The Holte-Brereton connection arose with the marriage of Jane Brereton (sister of the second Lord Brereton 
and great-aunt of Francis, the last Lord Brereton) to Sir Robert Holte32.  Their married life which began in 
1646 was brief; she died two years later after giving birth to a son Charles; who became the second Baronet, 
Sir Charles Holte33.   While Jane Brereton’s marriage to Robert Holte was short lived, the impact of this 
event and the legacy of the Brereton estate passing through a female relative of the last Lord Brereton was 
significant and very interesting.  
  
According to Ormerod the facts of the will of the last Lord Brereton were as follows:  
  
John, fourth Lord Brereton, and Francis, fifth Lord Brereton, his brother having died issueless (the latter in 1722) 
Brereton passed to the Holtes of Aston in Warwickshire, in right of Jane, wife of Sir Robert Holte, daughter of Sir 
William Brereton and great-aunt, and finally heir of Lord Francis, which Jane died in 1648.  Under the will of Sir 
Lister Holte, Bart., (died October 12, 1769) the manors of Brereton and Aston with other estates were settled on his 
brother Sir Charles Holte, for life, remainder to his issue, remainder to Heneage Legge Esq., with similar remainder; 
remainder to Lewis Bagot, clerk (successively bishop of Norwich and St. Asaph, who died without issue) with similar 
remainder; remainder to Wriothesley Digby, Esq. with remainder to the right heirs of Sir Lister Holte, with authority 
to the persons successively seized to grant leases of the Cheshire estates for one life and 12 months after.  
  
Sir Charles Holte left issue one daughter, Mary Elizabeth, representative of the families of Holte, Brereton, and the 
eldest line of the Egerton or Egertons, and her husband Abraham Bracebridge, Esqur., held leases of Brereton Hall and 
demesne, and of other parcels of the estate (to which Mary Elizabeth was ultimately heir) from Heneage Legge, Esqre., 
who had succeeded on the death of Sir Charles Holte to the estates comprehended in the will of Sir Lister Holte.    
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While the above is very formal and legalistic, it does provide an indication of the passing on of the Brereton 
estate.  Arthur Moir, in his book, summed it up as follows: On the death of the last Lord Brereton, in 1722, the 
estate of Brereton Hall passed into the female line, and was in the hands of the Holtes and Bracebridges for a hundred 
years.    
  
Arthur Moir also commented that:  in Washington Irving’s book ‘Bracebridge Hall’ the estate is supposed to refer 
to Brereton Hall, Brereton being thinly disguised under the name of its occupier, Bracebridge.     

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

  
31 Anne was the sister of the second Lord Brereton  
32 Sir Robert Holte was the grandson of Sir Thomas Holte, a Knight and Baron, who began building the Elizabethan Manor, Aston 

Hall in Warwickshire, in 1618 moving in to the Hall in1631  
33 Charles was succeeded by Sir Clobery Holte, and later his two sons Charles and Lister.    
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EARLY RECORD OF LORD BRERETON AND SIR ROBERT HOLTE  
  

  

The following two segments were found in the book   
‘The History of Parliament, The House of Commons 1660-1690’  

They identify the family connection between   
Lord Brereton and the Holte family   

LORD BRERETON  

Brereton’s 34 family had been seated at Brereton since the reign of Henry II, and had first represented the county in 
1547. Unlike his better-known cousin of the Handforth branch, Brereton was an Anglican and a Royalist.   

Although he held no military command in the Civil War, he was an active commissioner of array and established a 
Cavalier garrison at Brereton. He was taken prisoner at the surrender of Biddulph House in Staffordshire, and 
compounded for an estate of £1,400 p.a. He was fined £2,538 18s., which he could raise only by selling land. Although 
all his daughters reached maturity, five of them died unmarried, presumably for lack of portions. Roger Whitley put 
him down as a colonel in his list of Cheshire Royalists, and he was involved in the rising of Sir George Booth in 1659. 
At the Restoration he was made joint lord lieutenant with the 8th Earl of Derby, an inharmonious partnership since 
‘Lord Brereton is so wedded to his own humour that nothing else will please’.   

Brereton was returned to the Cavalier Parliament as knight of the shire, and became a moderately active Member in 
the first and second sessions. He was appointed to 49 committees, including those for the security bill, restoring bishops 
to the House of Lords, the corporations bill, and the reversal of Strafford’s attainder. His petitions for office or pension 
were rejected, but he was awarded £500 as the King’s free gift. He took a very active part in regulating the Cheshire 
corporations, and in the persecution of Presbyterians. In 1663 he was added to the committee to consider a petition 
from Cheshire concerning the Mersey and Weaver navigation bill. He was listed as a court dependant in 1664, but on 
20 Feb. his son reported him ill with ‘an excessive cold’, and he was buried at Brereton on 21 April.  
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34    According to my research (See in Search of My Ancestors, for the story of the Breretons of Cheshire) this Brereton would have been 
Sir William, the Second Lord Brereton  

HOLTE  

Holte35 was brought up by his uncle, William Brereton, Lord Brereton, from whom he derived those principles of the 
love of God and his country ‘which were to guide him in the splendid course of his life’. In this, politics played an 
altogether secondary role; his early years, after succeeding to the baronetcy, were principally devoted to rescuing the 
encumbered Aston estate by prudent management and rigid economy. He declined an invitation from the 
Warwickshire gentry to contest the county in 1681, though Sir Leoline Jenkins wrote to him in 1684: ‘Your affection 
for the public and your zeal for the King’s service being so great ... I wish you frequent occasions to approve yourself 
what you are’. The Birmingham nonconformists did not fail to supply such occasions, and Holte was particularly 
commended for his care and discretion in securing the surrender of the grammar school charter. Under the new charter 
of 20 Feb. 1685, he was appointed to the board of governors.   

Before the general election Holte wrote to Sunderland that ‘our old disturbers are at work under the pretence of great 
loyalty’; but he was returned unopposed for Warwickshire to James II’s Parliament. An active Member, he was named 
to 14 committees, including the committee of elections and privileges, and those to recommend expunctions from the 
Journals and to consider the general naturalization of Huguenot refugees. Danby added his name in pencil to his list 
of the Opposition. Holte seems to have evaded answering the three questions on the repeal of the Test Act and Penal 
Laws in Staffordshire and Worcestershire on the grounds that he could not leave home as he was expecting a visit from 
Sunderland. He did not stand again, though his name was retained on the Warwickshire commission of the peace after 
the Revolution. He seems to have cleared the estate by 1692, and occupied his later years with medical studies. ‘By his 
skill in medical science, and by supplying the poor with medicine, he restored many to health who would have fallen a 
prey to disease, had he not charitably administered relief.’ He died on 20 June 1722, and in accordance with his will 
was buried quietly at Aston.  

HENEAGE LEGGE36 and the BRACEBRIDGE FAMILY (1769-1817)  
  
Heneage Legge succeeded to the Brereton estate (as per the will of Sir Lister Holte) upon the death of Sir 
Charles Holte. He subsequently, leased the hall to Mary Elizabeth Holte (daughter of Charles) and her 
husband Abraham Bracebridge. Upon the death of Heneage Legge the property passed through Mary 
Elizabeth Holte-Bracebridge to her descendants the Holtes of Aston Hall and in 1782 it passed to Abraham 
Bracebridge.  
  

ACT OF PARLIAMENT AND SALE OF BRERETON HALL - 1817  
  
On September 18, 1817 the following notice regarding the sale of a property in Cheshire appeared in ’The 
Times’:  A very valuable and highly important freehold estate, together with the extensive Manor and Advowson of 
the Rectory of Brereton, the latter estimated at 100 pounds sterling per annum, with chief rents, quit rents, courts, 
etc., situate in the parish of Brereton, in the county of Cheshire, on the high road to Liverpool, about 160 miles from 
London - the estate is nearly in a ring fence and comprises the whole parish of Brereton, except one farm, a capital 
spacious mansion called Brereton Hall, seated in a park of considerable extent, in which are two fine sheets of water, 
and about 1,100 acres of land attached, and of value of nearly 2,000 pounds sterling per annum."   
  
This advertisement followed an Act of Parliament dated 10 July 1817, Cap. 38. An Act for confirming an 
Agreement relating to the Reversion expectant of certain Estates in the Counties of Warwick and Chester, late of Sir 
Lister Holte, Baronet, deceased, and property belonging to Abraham Bracebridge Esquire, and for vesting such Estates 
and Property in Trustees, to convey and assure the same according to the said Agreement.  
   
35 Holte’s father was Sir John Holte and his mother was Jane Brereton, daughter of Sir John Brereton and Anne Fitton. Jane died in 

1648.  When her father, Sir John Brereton died in 1629 – a few months before his father (the first Lord Brereton) Jane’s young 
brother William (a youth of nineteen) became the 2nd Lord Brereton  

36 Heneage Legge was the nephew of Lady Jane Legg, the first wife of Sir Lister Holte  
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The Act directed that the Aston and Brereton property be sold and the money paid to various creditors.  
Aston Hall with its park was sold, in 1817, to a firm of bankers in Warwick, and was eventually converted 
into a Museum and Art Gallery.  
  
The sale was to take place in a few weeks, ‘by Mr. Adamson, at the Auction Mart’. However, the tradition is 
held that the Brereton property and advowson37 were not sold by public auction but, instead, remained in 
the care of a lawyer, who resided at the Hall. This situation continued for approximately two years amid 
hints of a potential Brereton heir to the title of the estate; if found to be true it would invalidate any purchase.   
  

HOWARD FAMILY (1830-1918)  
  
In 1830, when Mr. John Howard38 a Manchester  Industrialist of Newton (near Hyde, in Cheshire), 
purchased Brereton Hall, the property was in a state of disrepair and according to an article in the 18 
September 1909 article, Howard repaired and altered the house in the taste of his day.   
  
Howard commissioned extensive renovations and repairs to both the exterior and interior of the Hall. It 
was at this time that the copper cupolas were removed from the towers; apparently the towers were in very 
poor condition and unable to hold the weight of the cupolas. Another interesting change occurred; the 
bricking in or insertion of sham windows in an effort to reduce property taxes. This was not an uncommon 
action in the 1830’s as taxes were levied on the number of windows.  
  
Other significant changes to the property during his ownership included the harvesting and selling a lot of 
timber (from the park) and the building of the Coach House.   It is also believed that the Solarium replaced 
the center wing of the Hall during Howard’s ownership.  
  
John Howard had two sons Aaron Clulow Howard (born 1822) and Robert Clulow Howard (born 1827) 
and several daughters. Only one daughter, Helen Elizabeth Howard, survived to adulthood. Helen married 
Mr. McLean of Aston Manor, Shifnal, Shropshire.    
  
Upon John Howard's death (in 1861) his eldest son Aaron (who was 10 years of age) inherited the Brereton 
property and younger son Robert Howard inherited the Malpas estate; which his father had purchased for 
Robert.  Aaron Clulow Howard died in 1861. His widow continued to live at Brereton Hall until 1889 when, 
for health reasons, she moved to Blackpool39. Brereton Hall remained vacant until 1891.  
  

LEASED BY JOHN MOIR (1891-1921)  
  

In 1891, Mrs. Howard leased the Hall to her friends Mr. and Mrs. Moir40 who remained tenants of the Hall 
for the next thirty years. Mrs. Howard died in December 1897 and her son John Aaron Howard died the 
following year. As his heir, John Brereton Howard, was only three years of age, the Brereton estate was 
placed in the hands of trustees. In 1911, while John Brereton Howard was still a minor, the Hall was found 
to be in very poor condition; including an outbreak of dry rot and damp. Over the next six months, or so, 
extensive and costly repairs were carried out.  When World War I broke out in 1914, John Brereton Howard 
took a commission with the 4th Royal Welsh Fusiliers.  Although he was wounded in 1915, he returned to 
the battlefield and on April 6th, 1918 was killed in action.  

\

  
37 The right to appoint the parish priest   
38 Howard was born in 1781 and died in 29 December 1849.  He is buried in the St. Oswald, Churchyard.  

He was one of England’s leading English cotton manufacturers & merchants. He was a magistrate for the counties of Chester and 
Lancaster.  In 1830 he acquired Brereton Hall  

39 The house which she named ‘Brereton’ is located on the North Promenade close to the Hotel Metropole.  
40 Mrs. Moir and Mrs. Howard had been friends since they were young girls and Esther Ann Mallabar Yate (who became Esther 

Moir) frequently travel from home, Overton House, Congleton, to Brereton Hall  
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41  
LIFE TENANCIES TO NORMAN MCLEAN (1918-1937) & GARNET BOTFIELD-WINDER  

  
John Brereton Howard's ‘willed’ all his estates in Cheshire, including the Brereton Hall property, to his 
younger second cousin, Mr. Norman McLean, for life.  There was a stipulation in the will that should Mr. 
McLean die childless the properties would go to his second cousin Garnet Botfield, wife of Captain Corbett 
Winder.  
  
In 1922, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Howard McLean moved into Brereton Hall and lived there until McLean’s 
death, in October 1937. As Mr. McLean had no issue, Garnet Botfield-Winder became the next resident of   
Brereton Hall.  

  
MRS GARNET BOTFIELD WINDER ( 1937 - )  

Heir of Normal McLean , wife of Captain Corbett Wilder  
  

With the outbreak of World War II, Brereton Hall, like so many of the great houses in Britain, could no 
longer be retained as a private residence.  Brereton Hall, while still owned by Mrs. Wilder became a 
boarding school when a Head Mistress, Mrs. M. E. Massey, brought a group of children (who had been 
living in the bombed-out center of Manchester) to the property. Under her administration, the well-
organized school became very popular a number of buildings were added to accommodate the new 
students.  
  
When Mrs. Corbet Winder sold the Brereton Hall property, it appears that she retained the real estate 
associated with the farms.  There is a 1969 record of Mrs. Winder selling twelve farms together with the 
buildings situated on the farms to the tenant farmers - thus continued the sub-division of the Brereton estate 
of Lord Brereton.  

MRS. M. E. FLETCHER41 ( - 1999)  
  

The next owner of Brereton Hall was Mrs. M. E. Fletcher.  With the assistance of her daughter and Principal 
Mary Creigh and son-in-law Derek Creigh, Brereton Hall became the Brereton Hall Private Girls School.  
The school attracted students from many parts of Europe. It appears that the students had fond memories 
of their time at Breretons.  In fact, there is a website where the former students can connect.  
  
In 1989, when Arthur Moir's book, The Story of Brereton Hall, Cheshire, was being reprinted Arthur asked 
Mrs. M. E. Fletcher, if she would, be good enough to write something about her school by way of a Foreword.  She 
responded with the following:  
  
The School which has been here since 1939 continues to flourish, I often reflect on the coincidence that this one-time 
stately home, for hundreds of years a symbol of privilege, still makes its contribution so that hundreds of girls over the 
years can obtain a private education in graceful surroundings - can be taught to uphold the traditions of a gentle way 
of life, can be taught to distinguish between the worthwhile things in life and the empty glitter. We hope that when 
the girls leave here, they have come to appreciate some aspects of a bygone age and take with them, perhaps, a newfound 
interest in historic building and history in general.   
  
The school continued until 1993 when it becomes exceedingly difficult to operate a boarding school for girls, 
as the Grade I building was in need of upgrading of utilities and amenities. The school closed just prior to 
my visit to the hall in the spring of 1993.   When Mrs. Fletcher died in 1994, Mary and Derrick Creigh sold 
their private residence (located on the property) and moved into the Hall.  After significant restoration and 
redecorating they opened the refurbished Hall for overnight guests, weddings, parties and even carol 
singing, at Christmas. However, in 2000 they sold the property.   
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41    The author has attempted to identify the date when Mrs. Fletcher purchased the property and to date has only found a reference to a 
50- year history as a girl’s school – the school closed in 1994.  

  
  

Cover Pamphlet - undated  
  

ANDY WOODS (2000-2002)  
  
The next owners were the Woods family and they were living on the property when we met in Cheshire in 
2001 for the Worldwide Brereton Reunion. According to the following article the property was already for 
sale.  At the time of the reunion, some of the properties, such as the Gate House and Coach House  had been 
severed and were no longer part of the Hall estate.  

  
According to an article  in the 25 March 2000, Sunday Telegraph, titled The New age Elizabethans, the owner 
was quoted as saying their family 'had opted to settle into the snugness of the converted servants’ quarters’ – ‘they 
don’t need the other 60-odd rooms.’ As the family was ‘ready for another adventure’. They had decided to list 
Brereton . The Hall was listed through Jackson-Stops and Staff for £ 2.75 Million.  

  
MICHAEL AND HAZEL JONES  

  
The next owners were Mike and Hazel Jones who embarked on a major renovation programmed which 
included installing modern plumbing, heating and electrical improvements.  
  
Brereton Hall was on the market again in 2013 as noted in the following article published in ‘The County 
Seat’, dated 14 November 2013.  Brereton Hall is identified as ‘A Minor prodigy Brereton Hall for sale’. The 
article also contains the following comments:   
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Advancement in Elizabethan society depended largely on being noticed by the Queen. In an age where the monarch 
wielded enormous powers of patronage and with so many others jostling for her attention, your house and the 
hospitality you could provide were effectively the biggest advert you could make.  As a result of this, the houses of 
courtiers became destinations for the monarch as she made her way around the kingdom, and these homes developed 
both architecturally and stylistically to not only accommodate, but to also impress.  Known as Prodigy houses, they 
are now some of the most beautiful in England, and a fine smaller example, Brereton Hall in Cheshire, is currently for 
sale.  
  
Sale of Brereton Hall is also mentioned in the  June 17 2015 issue of County Life. The article states that,  Few 
historic houses encapsulate the story of the rise, fall and revival of the English country house as succinctly as Grade 
1-listed Brereton Hall, at Brereton, near Holmes Chapel Cheshire, which comes to the market through Jackson-Stops 
and Staff in Wilmslow at a guide price of  £6.5 Million. The article also says that it is once again a grand family home.  
  
An April 12, 2020 article, which appeared in  The Steeple Times’ of London confirms that the property is still 
for sale.   

A Prodigy house - A country seat with a prodigious history  

Historic Brereton Hall in Brereton, Cheshire is a fine Elizabethan country house but one that has been sadly separated 
from much of its original estate. (note: this confirms the author’s comments about the sale of properties from 
the original Hall estate)  
   
A vast 27,000 square foot in size and including 4 “fine” reception rooms, 12 bedrooms and 10 bath and shower rooms, 
this Grade I listed hall stands in 116.68 acres. The hall’s foundation stone was allegedly laid by Queen Elizabeth I 
during the ownership of Sir William Brereton (1550 – 1631) in 1586 and thus Brereton became a “Prodigy house”. 
After passing through the ownership of the Bracebridge family, it was purchased and then substantially altered by a 
Manchester industrialist named John Howard in 1817. Howard made changes to the exterior and interior in the R 
Regency style in 1829 and further additions were made to Brereton Hall in the 19th century. The building was 
subsequently used as a school in the 20thcentury and then was variously the home of a popstar and a computer games 
tycoon named Andy Wood.  
   
Wood sold up in 2002 after deciding that ‘life in a country pile…isn’t all it is cracked up to be…and marketed Brereton 
Hall at a price of £2.25 million. The current “businessman” owner paid him some £2 million according to the 
Manchester Evening News  for the hall and 10 acres. He then acquired another 100 acres as part of an effort to restore 
the estate but sadly its gatehouses, coach house and other properties are still separately owned.  
   
Jackson-Stops & Staff seek a not insubstantial figure of £6.5 million for what they describe as a “compact estate”.  
   
NOTE:   
In September, 2017, Peter Heywood, an ‘experienced Hotelier’ approached the local council with a plan to 
convert a country house, in Cheshire – Brereton Hall Estate – into a Boutique Hotel.  According to a 
document on line many residents were against the project.  In January, 2018, the application was withdrawn.  
  


