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THE INTERIOR OF BRERETON HALL  
  
While the interior was considerably altered (particularly in 1829, by Mr. Howard) there are still several 
rooms with architectural merit or heraldic interest ranging from the magnificent drawing room to the 
much smaller but no less interesting Lord William Brereton’s bedroom and dressing room.  
  

ENTRANCE HALL  
  
The front doors open on to an Entrance Hall with a stone flagged floor and wonderful set of wide stone 
tread elegant staircase (which was considered to be Georgian, rises to the upper floors wet within a wide 
semi-circular recess with traditional display niches. The ceiling (as shown in the following photo) has an 
intricate central ceiling rose framed in a star shaped molded frieze on a curved basket ceiling.  Steps on both 
sides of the main stairway, lead to the cellars.  
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         Photo of author during her 1993 visit to the Hall  
  
  

GROUND FLOOR  
  
The Gallery at the top of the stairs spans nearly the entire length of the building:  its black and white tile 
floor and elegant arched doorways, opening up to various rooms. The following areas/rooms are located 
on the ground floor.  

A LARGE BEDROOM  
  
A large Bedroom is situated to the right of the stairs. Features include a marble fireplace with tiled inset, 
fitted wardrobes, recessed cupboards and two windows with seats. An ensuite bathroom is located in one 
of the central towers and a door leads to the Sitting Room which is located in the adjacent corner room.  
  
A Kitchen and Breakfast Area is situated across from the bedroom and there is a small study and cloakroom 
located nearby.  

SITTING ROOM  
  
The Sitting Room, which is wood-paneled features a cast iron fireplace, grate hearth and marble surround. 
A large mirror, which hangs above the mantelpiece, is adorned with carved panels depicting the Brereton 
Bear.  Coats of arms reputedly to be of estates within riding distance of the Hall adorn the panels. A bay 
window and seat overlook the southern garden and St. Oswald’s Church.   
  

DRAWING ROOM (19’6 x 32’9)  
  
A Drawing Room is located in the south wing and forms part of the ‘E’ design.  It is one of the finest rooms 
in the Hall. The centerpiece is a fireplace with cast iron grate surround, hearth and pillars. The mantelpiece, 
dated 1585 was constructed in honour of Queen Elizabeth I. The Queen’s coat of arms (which has been 
carved, painted and gilded) with fluted supports to either side is prominently displayed on the mantelpiece, 
and is surrounded by carved panels. Above the Coat of Arms is a Globe of Heavens16 flanked by scrolls and 
roses.  There are also two friezes just below the Coat of Arms, one with a wolf's head issuing from a ducal 
coronet, a badge suggestive of Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester, the other with a lion-mask17. Around the room 
is a remarkable cornice with crowns and shields representing the arms of 43 different states and 
principalities. To each shield is attached a scroll with the name of its King or Emperor in Latin and in the 
windings of every scroll is a red and white rose.  The shield of the King of Jerusalem bears an ornamented 
cross and a crown of thorns. The floors in this room are polished oak. Two large windows look onto the 
gardens on the south and east of the Hall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
16  Copernicus had recently made his discovery concerning the solar system.  
17 The lion-mask was a favourite device with Sir William Brereton, perhaps in remembrance of his Egerton ancestors, who bore a lion  

rampant on their coat-of-arms.  
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Photo by Faye Brereton-Goodwin 1993  
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Fireplace in the Drawing Room  

Featuring the Coat of Arms of Queen Elizabeth I  
Photo by Faye Brereton-Goodwin  
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THE MINSTRELS GALLERY  
  
The Minstrel’s Gallery is located at the end of the hallway.  It has polished floors, corniced ceiling with a 
painted border depicting coats of arms and a central ceiling rose.  Doors lead to the southern garden and 
the paneled Sitting Room.  This Gallery was the area where the musicians could look down on the room 
below18 as they played for guests who would be partying.  The Minstrel’s Gallery was a common feature in 
Elizabethan halls. The cornices in the dancing area are also adorned with the Coats of Arms of many 
distinguished families.  Overlooking the gallery is a window with heraldic devices of five families:   

  
Leigh of Boothes  

Manfaring of Croerton  
Trowtebeke, 1577  
Corbet of Leigh  
Radeliffe, 1577.  

  
As glass is dated 1577, so the window predates the Hall. It has been suggested that it had been moved from 
another place, perhaps Rock Savage.  
  

VICTORIAN CONSERVATORY (35’0 x 25’6)  
  

Victorian Conservatory, which replaces the original center wing was probably added, in 1829, when Mr. 
John Howard carried out extensive renovations and upgrades to the hall.  Double doors open onto the rear 
gardens.  

BANQUETING HALL (19’3 x 26’0).  
  

The north wing contains a Banqueting Hall with magnificent stone fireplace. As with many fireplaces in the 
Hall this one is unique. There are dressed stone uprights, a stone hearth and a canopy with a carved panel 
depicting the Green Man19 and his motto.  The Green Man, an ancient pagan symbol of spring, new birth 
and fertility, sprouts leaves (typically alcalpa leaves) from his mouth and ears. In the Banqueting Hall there 
are quarry-tiled floors. Steps lead from the Banqueting Hall to the Main Kitchen.   
  

MAIN KITCHEN  
  
The Main Kitchen, according to Arthur Moir, who wrote a History of Brereton Hall, and lived in the Hall 
during his parents in the 1900s. The least altered room is now the kitchen, but was likely originally the 
‘Winter parlour’ are panels with elaborate carved cartouches20. Inside are moralistic reminders such as:  Doe 
nothing this day whereof thou mayest repent tomorrow and Knowest him well whom thou makest thy councel lest he 
betray thy secret.  

 
 
 
 

  
18 Also referenced in the description of the ground floor layout  
19 Long held folk tradition myths die hard and examples of the Green Man can be found in churches and cathedrals across Western 

Europe built from the 11th - 16th centuries, for example in St. Mary's Church, Cheadle. They can be found in wood, stone, glass 
and other building materials.  

20 A cartouche is an oval with a horizontal line at one end, indicating that the text enclosed is a royal name  
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The Brereton Creed can be found in the kitchen:   
  

Though thou be for thy 
pedegre accompted as ancient  

as Saturn, in wisdom as wise as  
Solomon, in power as mightie as 
Alexander, in wealth as riche as 

Croessus, or for thy beauty  
as Flora, yet if thou be careless  

of religion and neglect, the  
true sarvice of the ever living  

God thou arte a caytiffe 
most vile and miserable.  

  
In his book The Story of Brereton Hall, Cheshire, Arthur L. Moir, wrote:  The table in the kitchen is unique, 
without doubt original to the house.  It had a central rail of great weight and solidity and with cross-pieces about two 
feet from each end:  the top consists of a large number of slips with herringboned ends, in the manner of marquetrie; 
said to be 365 in number (ie, days of the year).  The table is 16 feet long and one of a pair.  
  
Moir also suggested that the famous stained-glass window depicting two Earls of Mercia and seven Earls 
of Chester would have resided in this room until it was removed to Aston Hall. There is still some stained 
glass remaining in this room with shields of famous families, and the Brereton muzzled bear.  

  
FIRST FLOOR  

  
From the ground floor an elegant staircase with stone treads leads to the first floor where there are eight 
bedrooms and six bathrooms.   One of the notable features of the Hall is reported to be its fine collection of 
chimney pieces found in various rooms. There is a fine stone fireplace with central carving of the Brereton 
Bear, a stone hearth with a cast iron fire surround and grate in one of the bedrooms; also polished floor 
boards, a deep bay window, corniced ceiling and dado rail.  The Brereton Coat of Arms mounted above the 
fireplace graces another bedroom.    
  

LORD BRERETON’S BEDROOM AND DRESSING-ROOM  
  
The Lord Brereton bedroom is a small square, paneled room located in the north wing.  The principle point 
of interest in this room is also a mantelpiece. This adornment incorporates the Brereton Arms and twelve 
quarterings (or shields) recording connections of the Breretons with Lady Ada Huntington;  Scot, Earl of 
Chester and families of Lupus (1 and 4) and Kevelioc (2 and 3); Belward; Kevelioc; Lupus; Malpas; Egerton; 
Corbet; Orreby and Orreby.   
  
The adjoining Dressing Room (which became a bathroom) also has an elaborate mantel-piece. This one 
celebrates the marriage of the Second Lord Brereton to Elizabeth Goring, daughter of George Goring21.    
  
Above the date, 1633, flanked by the Brereton bear and wolf supporters and topped by a crested helm, is a 
shield on which the Brereton bars impale22  the Goring chevron between three annulets.  The Brereton motto 
is conspicuous, Opilulante Deo.  Twelve minor shields record the arms of Lady Ada, the Earls of Chester, 
and other families.  These are reproduced from a monument set up in 1618 in St. Oswald’s Church, Brereton 
by the first Lord. At one side of the mantelpiece is the figure of a man, with the Brereton arms imposed, and 
on the other the figure of a lady, with the Goring chevron, presumably the bridegroom and his bride. In the 
next year, 1634, three bells with inscriptions were hung in the Church, perhaps also in honour of this 
marriage. On the right, as you enter the dressing room, is a small door on the wall which provides access 
to the wig room23    
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In the bedroom there are also twelve minor shields, reproductions of the twelve shields that appeared in a 
monument placed in St. Oswald’s Church, in 1618.  The heraldry has been questioned as the arms of Scot, 
Kevelioc and Lupus, Earls of Chester, are included.    
  
 

  
21 Note: The Breretons of Malpas were not well disposed towards the Royal Family (or to Generals such as George Goring) they were 

probably not well disposed of a marriage that brought Lord William Brereton even  closer to the King and his inner court. Only a 
century ago, a relative of Sir William Brereton of Malpas (William the Parliamentary General) had been executed by King Henry 
VIII.  

22 Impaling refers to the heraldic combination of two coats of arms, side by side in one shield or escutcheon to denote union.  
23 Wigs would be stored in the room until needed by Lord Brereton and then a servant would enter the wig room, Lord Brereton would 

tip his head   back slightly into the room and the servant would place the wig on his head, keeping much of the wig powder within the 
wig room.   
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Mantle in Lord Brereton’s Dressing Room, Brereton Hall – photo by Faye Brereton  
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The 12 shields surrounding the Brereton Coat of Arms represent the following families (Counter clockwise from top 
left side)  

  
Brereton:                                   Argent crest with two bars sable   
Lady Ada Huntington:             Double tressure glory on an inescutcheon  
Scot, Earl of Chester:                Or (gold), three piles gules  
Earls of Chester, quarterly:       Kevelioc and Lupus  
Belward:                                    Gules, three pheons (arrow-heads); argent  
Kevelioc:                                   Azure, three garbs (sheaves of wheat); or (gold)  
Lupus:                                       Azure, a wolf's head erazed; agent  
Malpas:                                     Argent (silver), a cross patence azure  
Egerton:                                    Argent, a lion rampant, gules, with an orle of pheons, sable  
Corbet:                                      Or, two ravens, proper  
Orreby:                                     Argent, five chevrons, gules; on a canton of the second, a lion passant: Or:   
Orreby:                                     Gules, two lions, passant  

  

   
Ceiling detail showing Brereton Crest on ceiling mounding   

Photo by author, in 2001  
  

It is believed that one of the smaller bedrooms was Lord Brereton’s favorite.  It has a fine fireplace and 
incorporates the Brereton Coat of Arms with a seven-fold shield recording ancient alliances of the Breretons 
with the Egerton and Belward, Corbett and Orrebys.  It has been suggested that the fireplace and mantle 
dated from 1633 in celebration of the marriage of Lord Brereton.  The carved marle features the Brereton 
Bear, wolf supporters and a shield where the Brereton bars impale the Coring Chevrons between 3 amulets    
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SECOND FLOOR  
  

The main staircase leads to the second-floor landing and a suite of 4 bedrooms.  There are also stairs 
which lead to the Southern and Northern Attics leads to more bedrooms.  
  
I have not identified all the rooms in Brereton Hall.  There is also a cellar, an airing cupboard, cloak 
room, study, flower room and more.  

  
  

OTHER FEATURES OF INTEREST  
  

Mantelpieces  
  
One, of alabaster and stone with the head of the muzzled bear is in a bedroom; another, also in a bedroom, 
has a muzzled bear and greyhound supporters.  Each of the panels at the side bears a coronet, from which 
is suspended a medal with flourished initials of William Brereton; the family motto is inscribed, Opitulante 
Deo.   
  
In the south wing on the ground floor is a room with oak paneling and a bay window in the recess, 
providing views of the winter garden of evergreen trees and shrubs.  The chimney-piece is divided by 
pilasters into three panels, with the head of the muzzled bear in each and in the centre the Brereton sable 
bars below the bear.  
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Stained Glass Windows  

  
The above glass was originally at Brereton Hall in Cheshire.  Together with full-length portraits of the Earls 
of Chester are now housed in Stoneleigh Abbey.  The glass was purchased by Abraham Bracebridge in 1818 
and originally installed at Atherstone Hall.  He bequeathed all the Brereton glass to Lord Leigh of Stoneleigh 
Abbey.     
  
Following is an excerpt from a letter written by the Honourable Agnes Leigh of Stoneleigh Abbey to Arthur 
Moir:    
There is an erroneous idea that this glass is of great antiquity and identical with the representations of the Earls which 
formerly graced the windows of Chester Abbey. But drawings of that glass, reproduced by Ormerod from some in the 
Harleian MSS show considerable difference in the two styles.  It is suggested that the one at Stoneleigh that came from 
Brereton Hall was probably made for the decoration of that Hall towards the end of the sixteenth century, but that the 
figures may have been copied from paintings - stained glass or monkish illustrations of the period. Each figure is 
represented as standing out in a kind of arch or niche - a style which coincides with the architecture of the period in 
which the Hall was build.  
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Portraits  
  
By 2001 there were no portraits of the Breretons visible in Brereton Hall; however, a few can be seen at other 
locations:  
        
Portraits of the 1st Lord William Brereton; the 2nd Lord Brereton and his wife Elizabeth Goring; and one 
presumed to be Sir John Brereton (son of the 1st Lord) together with his wife Anne Fitton and two other 
ladies now hang in Atherstone Hall, the former home of Mr. J. E. C. Bracebridge.   
  
The portrait of William, the 3rd Lord Brereton24 (circa 1650) was painted when he was a lad of about 
nineteen. While writing on the back of the frame (on an old label) identifies the man as Francis, Lord Brereton, 
the subject of the painting, according to the list of pictures bequeathed by Mr. Charles H. Bracebridge of 
Aston Hall, in 1872, is William Brereton.  It has been suggested that there were two portraits as one of Lord 
William Brereton was sold at Shotover, Oxford, in 1855.  
  
In 1872, Mr. C. H. Bracebridge bequeathed a portrait to Aston Hall Gallery.  It has been as: female resembling 
Queen Elizabeth.  Ormerod in describing this portrait wrote:  a curious painting of Elizabeth with full sleeves, a 
rich tiara, and chains of jewels, hanging down from her neck to her waist; her hair extremely red; on one side the royal 
arms and over them ER.  
  
 Ormerod describes another portrait originally hanging in Brereton Hall as:  a fine picture of a lady richly 
habited with an infant son and daughter. Arms, Fitton impaling Barrett, with Holcroft on a shield of pretence.  It 
appears to represent Lady Fitton, with her eldest son, the last Sir Edward Fitton25, slain at Bristol and her eldest 
daughter, wife of the Earl of Macclesfield.  
  
A portrait of the First Baron Brereton of Leighlin (Lord Brereton) now hangs in the Detroit Museum and a 
portrait of a young William, Second Baron Brereton, in the City of Birmingham Museum.   
  
   

24 The painting is attributed to Cornelius Jansen but may be the work of a local Dutch artist  
25 Sir John Brereton, son of the first Lord, married Anne, daughter of Sir Edward Fitton, of Gawsworth  
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Elizabethan Pedigree  
  
At Atherstone Hall26 there is an Elizabethan pedigree of the Brereton family (by William Flower) with the 
arms in colours and patent of the Barony granted to the first Lord Brereton. There is also a silver seal that is 
said to belong originally to the First Lord Brereton.  

  

  
  

  
26    The Bracebridge family was of Atherstone Hall – and through marriage the Holte family acquired ties to Atherstone Hall.    
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According to my research, it appears that Atherstone Hall, Birmington, Warwickshire, was renamed Aston 
Hall (see photo above27). Sir Thomas Holte commenced construction of the building in April 1618, moving 
into the hall in 1631 while it was still under construction.  The hall was completed in April 1635. A few years 
later, in 1643, the house was severely damaged after an attack by Parliamentary troops. The hall remained 
in the family of Sir Thomas Holte until 1817 when it was sold. In 1858 it was purchased by the Aston Hall 
and Park Company Ltd for use as a public park and museum. In 1864 it was purchased by the Birmingham 
Corporation  becoming the first historic country house to pass into municipal ownership.  

 
 


