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     NOTES: 1) Many photos included in this history were taken by the author 
                2) There are 13 more Brereton Histories, including this one, my 

breretonhistory.ca website. 
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Author:  Faye Brereton-Goodwin, Ontario, Canada 

 
This history is  dedicated to my father Albert Lionel (Bert) Brereton who served in the Navy during the First World 
War and as a Sergeant in the 3rd Canadian Infantry, Princess Patricia's Regiment, during the Second World War. 
He returned to Canada in 1945, on a hospital ship and died when I was eight years of age. Unable to learn about 
my Brereton ancestors from my father or his parents,  over the years I searched for links to the past; at times 
travelling to Brereton sites.  My journey has been both fun and rewarding. 
 
On our first trip to England, in 1993, my husband Bob and I visited Royal Leamington Spa in England and saw the 
home of my Great Aunt Ina Glass at 2 Clarendon Crescent (my Grandmother Brereton-Smallwood also resided 
there until her death at the age of 101 years). 
 
We also visited Brereton Hall in Cheshire, England and met with the owners of the property Mary and Derrick 
Creigh. For many years, under their ownership Brereton Hall had functioned as a private girl’s school;   however, 
by the 1990’s much updating was needed to continue as a school and the decision was made to return the hall to its 
original purpose, as a private residence. During this trip we also visited the Bear’s Head Inn and Brereton Heath 
Park. For me it was such an exciting encounter!  
 
During our second visit, in 1999, we returned to Brereton Hall to find that the property had been sold which 
included the Creigh’s former private residence.  The new owner, during his time at Brereton Hall, severed various 
parts of the estate, and they were sold as separate entities,  including the Gate House, the Coach House. It was sad 
to see the dismantling of the once grand Brereton estate.  
 
During our 1999 trip to England we also travelled to Ireland,  where we visited  Bantry, in County Kerry, birthplace 
of my grandfather David Leslie Deane Brereton.  We also spent some time in Dublin, the home of my great-great 
grandfather, Dr. David Brereton as well as other towns and villages particularly in the south-west part of Ireland.  

The journey in search of the Breretons continued in the summer of 2001, when we attended Worldwide Brereton 
Reunion (coordinated by Pamela and Derek Brereton) which was held in Cheshire. As a group we visited many 
sites including, Brereton Hall, Oswald's Church and Handforth Hall (this time having a tour of the property together 
with my fellow Breretons). We also toured Bowden Church, Altrincham; St. Mary's, Church Nantwich; St. Oswald's 
Church, Brereton Chapel; St. Mary's Church, Astbury; Gawsworth Hall; Malpas and a church in Harthill which was 
home to Breretons. What a great time we had visiting these marvelous churches, homes and monuments. 
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Cover of booklet prepared by the church, for our visit to Brereton 
 

Other trips to Ireland followed and in 2014, I was successful in tracing my Irish ancestors to David Brereton born 
23 April 1732 who lived in Killurin, County Offaly (formerly Kings County ). His ancestors are still a mystery. 

 
This history is not intended as an authoritative guide nor is it intended for sale or publication.  The project grew out 
of my long-standing interest in history and, in particular, my Brereton ancestors. It is also my dream that the 
information I have gathered and will share with my family will take them on a wonderful journey - and perhaps 
encourage them to read about the history of the Breretons, whether in England, Hong Kong, Africa, New Zealand, 
Australia, West Indies, Ireland, the United States, Canada – everywhere they travelled imagining the untold story 
of the families. 
 
Throughout this history, I have attempted to validate dates and other information. However, given the scope of 
years covered and the amount of information that has been reviewed, it is inevitable that some inconsistencies of 
data will occur.  I have tried, whenever possible to ensure dates and links between parents, siblings and others were 
reasonable and logical. Some readers may question the spelling of names. For ease, in editing I have written the 
family name as Brereton or de Brereton throughout, recognizing that earlier versions may have differed.  Other 
names such as Alyse/Alice or Thorton/Thornton differ depending on the source - consequently, the spelling I have 
used may not always be exact but I have made what I believe to be a reasonable choice. I have also used Canadian 
spelling for some words (valour, colour etc. rather than color, valor).  
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ACKNOWLEGMENTS 
 
When I began to write about the Brereton family, there were a number of very important sources of information 
that inspired me and helped me in gathering and validating Brereton information. 
 
1) A thesis written by Anne Coltman entitled ‘A Comparative Study of the Breretons of Wisconsin and the Breretons of 

South Africa. Their Pedigrees and Biographies, Photographs and Maps'. I first came across this document, during our 
1993 visit to Brereton Hall.  Anne had sent the Creighs a copy of her competed work. When I returned to Canada, 
I contacted Anne’s mother and was able to obtain a copy of the thesis.  Knowing that another Brereton ancestor 
was similarly interested in writing about the history was amazing.  At the Cheshire Reunion of 2001, Anne and 
I met for the first time (but not the last) and as I was particularly interested in the Irish Brereton connection, she 
directed me to the work of Patrick Montague-Smith.  

 
2) Notes prepared by Mr. Patrick Montague-Smith, a London genealogist and editor of Debrett's Peerage1 and a 

Brereton through his mother’s line Note: Debrett’s Peerage and Baronetage has a long and proud history as a premier publisher 
of biographical reference books.  It originated in   1769 when John Debrett produced The New Peerage, the present state of Nobility in 
England, Scotland and Ireland, a Guide to the British Aristocracy. Patrick’s  goal had been to write a history of the Brereton’s 
which would be global in its scope. To this end, in the spring of 1948, letters and articles appeared in the major 
newspapers throughout the British Empire and its former colonies appealing for information to help solve the 
mystery of the unclaimed title of Lord Brereton, Baron of Leighlin, created by King James I. Patrick was interested in 
biographies, life stories and reminiscences as well as pedigrees and apparently, he received hundreds of letters, 
diaries from England, Ireland, the United States, Canada, the West Indies, South Africa, Rhodesia, Australia, 
New Zealand, Egypt and Hong Kong. I understand he also received countless visits from Breretons who came 
home and called to give him their genealogies or pedigrees and to find out where they fit in the family tree. Over 
the years he gathered volumes of information which he painstakingly typed into a series of biographies and 
personal sketches, ordered by family branches. At the time of his death, his notes remained; however, to the best 
of my knowledge a Brereton history was never published.  His notes provided wonderful bits of history and I 
hope he would be pleased that his research not only helped me to link various Brereton branches together but 
also provided hints which led to me further research and new information – and a History of the Breretons, at 
least my version. 

 
3) In 1951, Miss Dorothy Yarde2 and her mother (a Brereton by birth) placed a letter in a British magazine, called 

Everybody's, which had a readership covering the globe. As a result of their letter, they exchanged information 
with over fifty interested Breretons. At some point Miss Yarde and Patrick Montague-Smith attempted to 
compile a comprehensive tree of all the various branches and generations of the Brereton family from 1066 to 
the present. Note:  Apparently, Montague-Smith and Miss Yarde were distant cousins stemming from the Irish Breretons 

 
4) The book titles, Letters and Accounts of William Brereton of Malpas’ written by Dr. E. W. Ives. We were fortunate to 

have Dr. Ives speak to us at the 2001 Reunion and on a personal note I was able to obtain a copy of his work. The 
majority of this material covers the accounts and documents of William Brereton of Malpas from 1528-30 and 
1534-45. The surviving records also include business documents (approximately twenty-four letters addressed 
to Brereton and three by Brereton himself) which were seized in 1536 when William was hanged along with 
Anne Boleyn and four other men. According to Dr. Ives William Brereton is one of the best documented men of his 
rank in the early Tudor period. One of the penalties for treason (refer to the section of Malpas in this document 
regarding his association with Anne Boleyn and King Henry VIII) involved the loss of personal property.  
Although the papers of the other men involved in this affair have disappeared, perhaps having been restored to 
their families, the private papers of William Brereton were preserved in the archives of the Crown. What a 
fascinating tale of intrigue, ultimate power, patronage and revenge the letters tell.   

 
5) The booklet, The Story of Brereton Hall, Cheshire, written by Arthur Moir. It was written during his time St. 

Oswald’s Church at Brereton and provides a particularly good history of Brereton Hall and environs. 
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RESEARCH  
  
Researching a family history is so much easier with all the information available on the ‘web’; however, the 
biggest challenge is in validating the data. I have often added comments related to the source of information 
throughout the history, and at other times have provided footnotes when I wanted to add information 
concerning sites, some history of families who married Breretons, or other bits of information that I thought 
would enhance the story.    
  
What began, twenty years ago, as a desire to find and record my Irish ancestors has evolved into numerous 
Brereton histories. This occurred, as a result of my determination to capture and share all the information I 
gathered over the years, and as a response to the many inquiries I received from other Brereton ancestors, 
especially once my initial histories were uploaded to the web.    
  
To assist the reader in following the numerous family generation and stories, individuals are identified in 
the history using a numbering system which identifies generations, i.e.  1) first generation, 1.1) second 
generation, 1.1.1) third generation etc.  The numbering continues within each family only when sufficient 
information is available regarding family members; consequently, at times individuals are identified 
without being numbered.    
  

GRAMMAR AND NOTES ABOUT SPELLING  
  
Given the age of some the information found during my research, not surprisingly, the print was not always 
clear. Further, the use of archaic spelling and uncommon words (i.e., coigns), older style punctuation and 
sentence structure, the use of British legal terms and currencies, led to some challenges. However, I did 
persevere and while I often retained the archaic spelling of words, I provided footnotes whenever I thought 
it would help the reader to better understand the information.  I have also used Canadian spelling for words 
such as colour, and of course, my own writing style may at times not meet editorial standards.  
  

SHARING  
  
There are so many interesting stories to be found about the Breretons who stayed in England and those who 
travelled the world.  The Brereton men were involved in politics and power, served in the military, were 
clergy, doctors, lawyers, law makers and law enforcers, merchants, vintners, scholars and so much more.  I 
hope you find this a fun, interesting and enlightening history! For me, sharing the history and 
corresponding with other Brereton continues to be an important part of my history projects.  
  
This history was written for my own family and for sharing with other interested Breretons, consequently, 
it must not be used for commercial purposes without the written permission of the author. While the 
document has been uploaded in a PDF format to discourage alteration by others, if you have information 
that will enhance the stories; or that contradicts information I have provided, I am certainly open to 
reviewing and/or updating the stories.   

  
THANK YOU  

  
Lastly, I want to thank all of you who have contacted me over the years; your support, interest and the new 
information provided has certainly helped me continue to capture the stories of our Brereton ancestors. If 
you find your ancestors among the many histories; I would appreciate it if you acknowledge my histories 
as a source, when appropriate – as I have done with earlier histories.   
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BRERETONS OF CHESHIRE  

  
The name Brereton appeared in the Domesday Book i as:   a Manor of Gilbert Venables, Baron of Kinderton. There 
is nothing to indicate its previous history except the name itself: enclosure among the briars.  This description 
suggests a clearing in the inhospitable Cheshire heartland2.  It has been suggested that the knoll above the 
River Croco, where a hall and church now stand, was the original site.    
  
After the Norman Conquest the name Brereton was applied to a large township, within the parish of 
Astbury.  The parish of Brereton-cum-Smethwick3 was created about 1540.  Although the author cannot 
confirm this information, apparently the site of the medieval village may still be seen on a terrace opposite 
the Hall.    
  
The existing Brereton Hall was built, in 1585, on the site of the old village- the Bear’s Head Inn and Brereton 
Green4 were later  developed near the hall.   
  

 
Identified sites: Brereton Hall, Brereton Heath and Brereton Green  

   

 

 

 

 
1 Site of a medieval Lammastide (festival of the wheat harvest) held each August 1 
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BRERETON LANDS IN SANDBACH, CHESHIRE (Pre 1900)  

  
It is difficult to grasp the breadth of the land in Brereton hands in the 1600's.  It was said that Sir Randal 
Brereton VII (also of the Malpas line) was able to ride from Malpas to Chester, a distance of about fifteen 
miles, without ever leaving his own property.  
  
Over the years the Brereton holdings increased significantly due to marriages with other gentry families.  
For example, when Lady Elizabeth Savage married William Brereton, she brought with her all the Savage 
family property.  The holdings included eight manors and lordships in Cheshire (mainly in the Dane and 
Weaver Valleys from Bostock and Minshull, and also Vernon to Clifton) also important estates and coal 
mines in Derbyshire and lesser holdings in Nottinghamshire and Leicestershire.   
  
Today we can find remnants of the holdings in Cheshire by visiting Brereton Hall, St. Oswald's Church, the 
Bear's Head Inn, Brereton Green and Brereton Heath, Handforth Hall and other related venues.  
  

 
  
 Map of Brereton Hall area    
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BRERETON HALL  

 
Photo of Author Faye Brereton, standing at the entrance to Brereton Hall in 1993  

  
SIR WILLIAM BRERETON (Lord Brereton 1st) & MARGARET SAVAGE. 
 
For nearly 45 years, Brereton Hall (built circa 1585) was home to Sir William Brereton (1550-1630)5 and his 
wife Margaret Savage.   
 
Apparently, the Brereton were disliked by Henry VIII; however, they rose to glory again during the reign 
of Elizabeth I.  In May 1624, Sir William was knighted by the Earl of Leicester and had the title of Baron 
Brereton of Leighlin bestowed on him. He became the 1st Lord Brereton of Brereton Hall and the title 
remained in the family for six generation, and then lapsed in 1722 with the death of the fifty Lord.  The 
Barony was dissolved by an Act of Parliament, in 1817. 
 
Perhaps, because Elizabeth I  bestowed a barony of William, there is a  persistent tradition6 that states that 
Queen Elizabeth laid the foundation stone of Brereton Hall, and that in later years paid a visit to the Sir 
William (Lord Brereton) and Margaret. The fact that the hall was designed in the shape of an E, for Queen 
Elizabeth and that the Royal Arms with the initials ER has a prominent place both outside and inside the 
hall all tend to support a visit by the Monarch.  
  
It has also been suggested that the Queen’s visit to the Hall may have been prompted by sentiment reasons, 
since Sir William Brereton (of the Malpas Line and a relative of Lord Brereton, of Brereton Hall) and the 
Queen’s mother, Anne Boleyn, were put to death under suspicion of adultery.  
  
Tradition also states that during Queen Elizabeth's visit she presented her fan to the Breretons, as a memento 
of the visit. In order to preserve it, it is said that Sir William built it into the wall of the room in which the 
Queen had slept. It is true that in the traditional Bedroom, which would have been used if the Queen visited, 
there was some carving and inlay work in the form of a fan or possibly a facsimile of the fan.  Alternatively, 
it has been suggested that the carving may have been the Brereton arms, fashioned in coloured inlaid wood 
upon an ermine mantle and bordered by carving; which would resemble a fan.  To add more mystery, the 
sculptured stone over the entrance distinctly resembles a fan.  
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In 1817, Ormerod wrote - The Brereton arms, surrounded with a triangular mantle, the form of which is traditionally 
reported to be copied from the fan of Queen Elizabeth. 

 

5 William was knighted and became Lord Brereton of Leighlin in 1624  
6 Ormerod mentions the tradition, and perhaps others borrowed it from him and have passed it on. George Ormerod (20 October  

1785 – 9 October 1873) was an English antiquary and historian. Among his writings is a major account of the History of Cheshire  
  
Around 1830, an anonymous authority stated that the original panel was still in the house, though much 
dilapidated; but the heraldic achievements had been reproduced by the hands of the painter. He also said 
that, the sculptured chimney-piece with the paneling had been removed from Queen Elizabeth's room to a good 
apartment opening into the corridor, on the left on the ground floor.   
  
Unfortunately, a few years later (circa 1850) a maid, with the intention of saving coal, took smoldering coals 
from the fire one evening and placed them in the coal-box; with disastrous results.  The next morning, the 
servants discovered the room was on fire, and full of smoke. By the time the fire was extinguished 
considerable damage had already occurred. Much of the floor and tragically, the famous chimney-piece and 
mysterious, fan of Queen Elizabeth were also destroyed.  
  
As attractive as the tradition is, there does not appear to be documentary evidence for Queen Elizabeth 
visiting Brereton, or in fact for ever having travelled to Cheshire.  It is possible to trace her visits to Coventry, 
Kenilworth and Stamford in 1567, and in 1575 she passed through Bedfordshire and Northamptonshire, 
staying for 19 days with the Earl of Leicester.  She returned through Staffordshire, the nearest county to 
Cheshire, and then through Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire.  
  
Some historians believe Queen Elizabeth remained quietly at Westminster, from 1582 to 1588, the period of 
time when Brereton Hall was being built.  During this time, it has been suggested that she suffered from an 
attack of smallpox which left scars on her face and made her unwilling to undergo the publicity of Royal 
Progresses (visits).  
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Old drawing of Brereton Hall, by P. de Witt of Brereton Hall   
(the cupolas shown in the drawing were removed in the 1800’s)  

 
 

 
THE GROUNDS  

  
Centuries ago, there was a river in front of Brereton Hall – that had been artificially broadened for effect. 
The water flowed past the hall until it reached a waterfall, then meandered through woods before widening 
out into a shallower body of water - a mere. The river eventually became part of the River Weaver which 
emptied into sea. This river passed by the Rock Savage, home of the father-in-law of the first Lord Brereton.   
  
There is a legend concerning the body of water (known as Bog Mere, Blackmere or Brereton Lake) which 
could be seen from the front of the Hall. According to a text from 1693; when any heir in the Worshipful Family 
of the Breretons in Cheshire is neer his Death there are seen in the Pool adjoyning Bodies of Trees swimming for certain 
days together. William Camden in his Britannia also refers to the legend: I have heard, he says, an extraordinary 
circumstance attested by many persons of credit and generally believed, that before the death of any heir of this family 
(Brereton), trunks of trees are seen to swim on the surface of the adjoining lake.   
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Photo, after removal of cupolas but without any additional wings;  

also prior to the river was drained   
  

Following is a quotation on the same subject from Drayton's poem, Polyolbion, dated 1612  
   

That black, ominous mere,  
accounted one of those that England's wonder make,  

of neighbors Blackmere nam'd, of strangers Brereton's lake  
whose property seems farre from reason's way to stand, for, 

neere upon his death that's owner of the land,  
she sends up stocks of trees, that on the top do float,  
by which the world her first did for a wonder note.  

  
The lake was drained and brought under cultivation in the 1900s.    
  
At one time there were many varieties of flora in the gardens of Brereton Hall including a walled-in fruit 
garden also a stream for watercress, which emerged from one rockery and journied between stone flags to another 
where it dove underground. Over time other buildings and facilities were added - a cobbled yard, triple garage, 
former gymnasium (for the girls’ school), workshop, stores and a gardening room. A gravel path meandered 
between flowerbeds, shrubbery, and superb mature trees and evergreen shrubs.  Against the high garden 
wall there was a greenhouse and a path to the main lawn flanked by rhododendron, shrubbery and borders.  
Beyond the main lawn there was a double ‘hard surface’ tennis court and more lawn leading to the boundary 
interspersed by deciduous trees.  To the southern side of the Hall is a lawn which adjoins St. Oswald’s 
Church.   

 
 

 


