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   An Irish Brereton Crest (a demi-unicorn, collared) 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
While many Brereton histories can be found on my website breretonhistory.ca this particular document, 
has been prepared for my own family, the descendants of many Irish ancestors, including the Brereton’s 
Harnetts, Creaghs, Martins and Doaks.   

 
I sometimes wonder why I became obsessed with finding my Brereton 
ancestors but it is most likely that I became interested when I heard about 
my great-grandmother’s letters;  read the newspaper articles about 
Brereton Hall and Handforth Hall and examined the Brereton jewelry and 
vintage Brereton spoons (with the Brereton crests) that she sent from 
England. Unfortunately, my Brereton and Martin grandparents and my 
father had died by the time I was 10 years old, so there was no one to tell 
me the stories that I wanted to hear. Eventually I learned of items belonging 
to my grandfather, David Leslie Deane Brereton (born Bantry, Ireland) and 
I read the diaries of my grandfather Dave Brereton and great-grandfather 
Captain James Westropp Brereton (born Dublin, Ireland) that loaned to the 

Glenbow Archives in Calgary, Alberta, by my Aunt Alice (Brereton) James, sometime prior to her death 
in 1971. 
 
As with most genealogical searches, there are times when you are elated by the new information found 
and other times when it is pure frustration. Fortunately, my husband Bob Goodwin has been extremely 
supportive of my ‘hobby’, developing family charts, editing the histories, managing my website – and 
accepting my obsession which has taken hours, even years of research and writing. He has also willingly 
travelled with me to Britain three times, to Wales once, to Ireland four times; and even travelled with me 
to South Cross Lake, Manitoba (now in the Whiteshell Provincial Park) where I walked on the land that 
was once home to Captain James Westropp and Ursula Brereton. 
 
While I visited Brereton Hall in 1993 and 1997, it was the visit in 2001 as part of the Worldwide Brereton 
Reunion in Cheshire that started me writing in earnest. Having retired a couple of years earlier I had time 
to write and by 2002 I completed my first history ‘In Search of My Family’ and circulated it to Brereton 
friends and family; it includes some U.S., Zimbabwean/Rhodesian, South African, Australian as well as, 
English and Irish Breretons.  
 
This year (2020) I finally fulfilled my initial goal, to trace my family’s history in England, Ireland and 
Canada. It has taken a lot longer than expected: however, I have helped others find their families along 
the way and will continue to do so.   When I began a final edit, I realized that the document, which 
contained almost 200 pages of text, photos and other supporting items would work better if divided into 
three volumes.  The first cover the history of Sir William Brereton, Lord Brereton of Leighlin, Carlow, 
Ireland, the story of David Brereton of Killurin, born 1732 and ends with the story of Captain James 
Westropp Brereton who immigrated to Canada in 1876.  
 
A separate history, The Brereton family of Ireland and Canada, begins with Dr. David Brereton of Dublin 
who married Margaret Vance of Dublin. It is also the story of their son Captain James Westropp Brereton 
and his wife, Ursula Caroline Elizabeth Harnett-Brereton (the authors great-great grandparents) who 
immigrated to Canada in 1876. This history is not on-line but is available by contacting the author, Faye 
Brereton-Goodwin. 
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 Susanna Brereton (1775-1825) 
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 Dr. Joshua George Brereton (born 1762) 
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 Joshua Brereton 
 Catherine Louisa Brereton (1837-1900) 
 Margaret Emily Brereton (died 1899) 
 Jemima Brereton 
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1 In the Report for Thomas Odlum, b. 1630 Lancashire England, died after 1662, Geashill, Ireland. The Killurin Breretons married 

into the Odlum family a number of times.  
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BRITISH ANCESTRY 

 
Cheshire and Handforth English Branches of the Brereton Family 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to an 1848  document ‘Observations upon the History of one of the old Cheshire Families,  written 
by Sir Fortunatus Dwarris, B.A., F.R.S., F.S.A. Ormerod, in his History of Cheshire, Grosvenor, Davenport, 
and Brereton were  " three grantees who can be proved by ancient deeds to have existed at or near the Conquest, 
though unnoticed in Domesday.  Of these the family least favoured by fortune in later times (the peerage and the 
baronetage in the Brereton family having both become extinct, and the heirship in lands and manors in all the 
principal English lines having descended to females) was, during the earliest centuries after the Conquest, among 
the most distinguished in the palatinate, and, by its fortunate and splendid marriages, became entitled to prefer for 
its issue the highest claims, even to ducal and regal descent.  

This state of the case, and a natural desire to uphold ancient valour and renown against the mere caprices of fortune, 
renders what can be collected of personal anecdote, local tradition, or the biography of the members of such a family 
(and not the mere bead-roll of its pedigree which is printed in local histories), a suitable subject of archaeological 
inquiry, often suggestive of useful topics, and sometimes replete with interesting matter.  

The Breretons appear to have arrived in England, from Normand, with William the Conqueror, under Gilbert or 
Gislebert de Venables, surnamed Venator (the hunter), afterwards Baron of Kinderton, in the retinue of that grim 
leader, Hugh Lupus (the wolf), afterwards Earl of Chester." The names of Venables and of Breton (but not of 
Brereton) are to be found in the roll of Battle Abbey, a sufficiently cited and very memorable list of the names of 
Norman barons, knights, and esquires who were present at the battle of Hastings, which was hung up at Battle 
Abbey, and preserved with religious care by the monks, who had enough to do to pray their founders out of 
purgatory, and to save the souls of such bloody sinners.  
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After the Conquest, the manor of Brereton (called Bretone in Domesday), was one of the six dependencies of the 
barony of Kinderton. The Norman grantee of this barony was supposed to have been a younger brother of Stephen 
Earl of Blois. The Venables arms are, " Azure, two bars argent; Crest, on a wreath a wyvern argent, pierced with 
an arrow, devouring a child proper."  

The legend is that "Alyneal descendant from Sir Gislebert Venables, cousin-german to King William the Conqueror, 
who came with him into England, slew a terrible dragon at Moston Mere, at which instant time the said dragon 
was devouring of a child." In this satisfactory way is the half-devoured child proper, the singular crest of the 
Venables, accounted for. The principal branch of the Venables is merged in the Vernons of Shipbrook, another highly 
distinguished Norman family, of which Lord Vernon, Baron of Kinderton, is the representative. The ancient local 
historian forcibly observes, that, " however light the Cheshire honours may appear at present, yet while Lord Vernon 
enjoys his more modern honours in common with many of his peers, with regard to his ancient barony of Kinderton 
he is most honourably and singularly peerless."  

"Very shortly after this period," says Ormerod, “the manor of Brereton was granted to a family which assumed the 
local name, and was probably descended from the same stock as the Norman grantee of the barony of Kinderton, if 
an opinion may be formed from the arms which the Breretons subsequently used, "Argent, two bars sable," differing 
only in tincture from the coat which the barons of Kinderton had adopted. This theory, as to the family connection 
and use of arms, seems rational, and is probably well founded. And the moreso, as it is found in the pedigree that 
the Church patronage of the Venables provided for such of the Breretons as took holy orders. Thus, temp. Edw. I., 
we find that Gilbert Brereton was rector of Astbury on the presentation of Roger de Venables; while, in 1344, Hamo 
Brereton was rector of Brereton. Again, (what seems a decisive test of consanguinity,) it is ascertained that, upon 
any intermarriage of the Venables with the Breretons, a dispensation was required.  

Upon these grounds, both solid and plausible, it is not unreasonably inferred that the first grantee of the manor of 
Brereton, who assumed the local name, was a Venables, or a nameless scion of that house. For, in early days, the 
landless man of gentle blood was compelled to find a lord who would accept his fealty. To him the youthful aspirant 
to military honours remained attached till he gained a grant of lands in requital of his services. If, by distinguished 
exertions in the battle-field, he won his spurs, he usually received a territorial qualification to enable him to support 
his rank.”   
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Star identifies (Offaly) Queens and (Leix) Kings Counties 
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BRERETONS OF IRELAND2 

Some have suggested that Brereton is regarded as a Cromwellian name in Ireland; however, there were families of 
that name from Brereton in Cheshire who were established in Ireland almost a century before the Cromwellian 
Settlement.  The most notable of these were in Co. Down and Co. Leix (Laois/Queens).  They were located at Lecale 
in Co. Down (before 1550) and a Ralph Brereton was sheriff of Co. Down in 1591.     
 
Fortunately, many other histories/researches identify many of the early Irish Brereton families as descended from 
the Breretons of Brereton Hall in Cheshire. We do know that Sir William Brereton, Chamberlain of Chester, was in 
Ireland as early as 1534 and was appointed Lord Justice and Lord High Marshal of Ireland in 1540.  His son John 
travelled to Ireland in 1534 as did a grandson Andrew Brereton.  Other family members arrived in Ireland and were 
able to avail themselves of the advantages incidental to their father's official rank and position in Ireland. 
 
Andrew Brereton who settled in Ireland;  ‘with zeal, activity, and courage’. His descendants have become known as 
the Breretons of Carrigslaney 
 
In a book of state letters preserved in the Vice-Treasurer's department, Dublin, there is a letter of Queen Elizabeth 
in 1570, directing that Andrew Brereton, Gent, (son or nephew of the last-mentioned Andrew), shall have a grant 
of land within our English Pale.  Other descendants of Andrew Brereton of Moyle Abbey, County Kildare, the 
younger son of Sir William Brereton (and uncle of the 1st Lord Brereton of Brereton Hall, Chester)  are known as 
the Breretons of Carrigslaney, co. Carlow and also the Breretons of Rathurles, Tipperary.  The histories of both 
families can be found on my on-line history titled ‘The Irish Descendants of Sir William Brereton, Lord 
Brereton of Leighlin, Co. Carlow,  

Henry Brereton, grandson of Andrew Brereton, and himself styled of Moyle Abbey, county of Kildare, was one of 
his majesty's commissioners, before whom depositions were taken concerning cruelties exercised upon the British 
Protestants in the great rebellion in Ireland of 1661. ‘That it might appear’ says commission, " what the losses of 
the Protestants were, what cruelties were acted, what murders were committed, and who were the chief actors in 
them, the Lords Justices thought fit to issue out a commission under the great seal, to take the examinations upon 
oath," &c. Henry Jones, Dean of Kilmore, and seven others, were named, amongst whom Henry Brereton was 
included.  His son and two of his nephews held high office and received large land grants.  

Sir John Brereton, youngest son if Sir William became Escheator of Cheshire3, England in 1544, was a Gentleman 
Usher of the King’s Chamber, Cheshire and Seneschal of the liberties of Wexford, also Constable of Wexford Castle, 
Ireland 15454. He was granted land there under Edward VI. The connection with Wexford doesn’t seem to have 
lasted long; the census of 1659 includes a number of tituladoes (name, entitle, style) called Brereton in Co. Leix and 
elsewhere though none in Co. Wexford, nor does the Civil Survey of Co. Wexford contain the name among English 
Protestant or Irish Papist proprietors.   
 
When Sir William died in Kilkenny, in 1561, his son had predeceased him. His grandson, William Brereton 
succeeded to the title Sir William Brereton, Lord Brereton of Leighlin, also the Cheshire and Malpas holding in 
England.  
 
 
 
 
  

 
2  Source -  Observations upon the History of one of the old Cheshire Families. By Sir Fortunatus Dwarris, B.A., F.R.S., F.S.A.  
3   Family chart reference 220 
4  Sir John Brereton is shown as the Constable of Wexford (List of Governors and Constable of Wexford Calser 1545 – 22/1-

1/4/1549) 
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                                Indicates location of Geashill 

 
 

BRERETONS OF KILLURIN5 County Offaly/Kings, IRELAND 
Includes David Brereton, great-great-great-great grandfather of the author  

Faye Brereton-Goodwin of Orillia, Ontario, Canada 
 
Killurin in County Offaly is currently a very small settlement located south of Tullamore, in the Parish 
of Geashill.  At one time it was part of the large land holding owned by Lord Digby, and leased to the 
Brereton and other families.  

GEASHILL PARISH 
 

Apparently the Geashill Parish is unique in the present-day Church of Ireland in that, by law, its 
incumbent is automatically prebendary of Geashill in Kildare cathedral.  Prior to disestablishment in 1870 
such links between parishes and prebends were common: there were eight such Kildare diocese, but 
Geashill alone remains in the entire country. For more than two centuries, prior to 1870, the parish had 
been under the patronage of the Digby family with whom lay the right of nomination of the incumbent.  
As part of disestablishment, however, each patron was paid by the government to give up its patronage 
so that the Church could be in a position to frame new method of appointment appropriate to the 

 
5 In the Report for Thomas Odlum, b. 1630 Lancashire England, died after 1662, Geashill, Ireland (start searching at page 35). The 

Killurin Breretons married into the Odlum family a number of times.  
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changed times.  Most patrons agreed and received large sums of money in lieu of their ancient rights.  
The pounds received by Lord Digby for Geashill was not, however, used to bolster up family fortunes.  
Instead, it was given to the Representative Church Body to build up a capital sum for the benefit of the 
parish on the two conditions, that the family retain the patronage and that the incumbent retain his 
prebend.  Both conditions remain. 
 
The church at Geashill was built in 1815 replacing an ancient church on the same site.  Renovations have 
taken place over the years and the east window was installed in memorial to the ninth Baron Digby.   
 
While much has changed since the 18th century, the church of St. Mary’s, Geashill remains.  Fortunately 
for descendants searching for their Irish ancestors, the church community has prepared a wonderful sign 
board which identifies the graves and memorials within the St. Mary’s cemetery.  During my visit in 2014 
I was able to find the grave marker of David Brereton of Killurin (son of David Brereton of Killurin born 
1732), his wife Eleanor and many of their family.   
 

GEASHILL CASTLE 
 
The 1st Geashill Castle was built circa 1185-1204 by Gerald Fitzmaurice, the 1st Baron of Offaly.  It was a 
timber matte and bailey designed castle situated on an earthen mound. In the 15th century the wooden 
fortress was replaced by a stone town house (one wall of the house remains).   
 
According to a document titled ‘Lord Belmont in Northern Ireland’ the Geashill dwelling passed through 
the marriage of Sir Robert Digby to the heiress of the Earl of Kildare. In 1870 a new house was built with 
seven bays, a recessed three-bay center, a high plain roof parapet and a lower wing on one side. Photos 
and more details are available on the Offaly County Council website – also the Lord Belmont site. 
 

 
 

 
 

Fitzmaurice Stone house 
 

FITZGERALDS of MAYNOOTH CASTLE, IRELAND 
And link to Sir William Brereton of Cheshire 

 
The Castle of Maynooth (north of Dublin) was built in 1176, by Maurice Fitzgerald and in 1426 was 
repaired and strengthened by John Fitzgerald, 6th Earl of Kildare.  In 1481 Gerald FitzGerald, 8th Earl of 
Kildare was appointed King Edward IV’s Deputy in Ireland.  
 
In the 16th Century, at the height of their power there were accusations that the family was plotting 
against Henry VIII. In 1534 Silken Thomas (the twenty-year-old son of Gerald FitzGerald) received false 
information that his father had been executed in the Town of London, so he declared a rebellion. This 
resulted in the bombardment of Maynooth Castle (in 1535) which was the stronghold of Silken Thomas.  
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After 18 days, the castle was taken by Sir William Brereton of Cheshire and the FitzGerald lands were 
confiscated; however, in 1552, the ancestral title and possessions of the FitzGerald family were returned 
to the only surviving heir, Gerald FitzGerald. 

 
 

LETTICE FITZGERALD-KNOLLYS (1580-1 December 1658)  
1st BARONNESS OF OFFALY 

 
According to John Brereton’s writings6 the Breretons were closely related to the family of Sir Robert Digby, 
whose mother was a daughter of John, Duke of York.  
 
Circa 1640, Lettice Brereton, of the Loughtioge Brereton family, married Sir Robert Digby of Coleshill. 
She was the only child of Gerald, Lord Offaly, whose great-grandfather, Gerald Digby, ninth earl of 
Kildare, was an ancestor of the ducal house of Leinster. Lettice’s mother, Lady Katherine Knollys (cousin 
of Queen Elizabeth I) was left a widow soon after the birth of her daughter Lettice, in 1580.   
 
Gerald, Lord Offaly, predeceased his father Sir Gerald Digby, eleventh Earl of Kildare died on 24 May 
1618. He is buried at Coleshill and there is an inscription on a half pillar fixed to the north wall of the 
chancel.  In those days the earldom, would descend through the male line; however, the Barony of Offaly, 
as a barony in fee, allowed the title to pass to a female. Consequently, the young heiress, Lettice Fitzgerald 
claimed the earldom. King James I personally decided to adjudicate the claim and in 1619, under the 
great Seal of England he bestowed the ancient barony to the earl, but created Lettice Knollys, Baroness 
Offaly for life. She was also invested with the lands of Killeagh (also referred to as Killeigh) and the 
territory and demesne of Geashill, which she brought by marriage into the Digby family. 7 
 
Lettice married Robert Digby, who was knighted at Dublin, in 1596, by Robert Earl of Essex. Robert had 
attended the University of Oxford where he graduated with the degree of AM, in July 10th 1598.  In 1613 
he was returned to Parliament with Walter Weldon Esq. for the borough of Athy, and on 20 May 1615 
was called into the Privy Council for the Province of Munster, by King James I.  
 
There is a reference to Sir Robert Digby as heir of Sir George Digby. his heir: “Here lyeth interred Sir George 
Digby, who died the 4th February 1586.   He married Abigail, daughter of Sir Arthur Henningham, Knight-
Banneret (of Ketteringham, Norfolk), by whom he had issue George who died young; Sir Robert Digby, who 
succeeded his father; Philip his third son,  John his fourth son, created Earl of Bristol by King James and Elizabeth 
Digby who married Sir Baldwin Wake, Knight-Baronet”. Sir Robert’s ‘Last Will and Testament’ was proved, at 
Coleshill, by his relict (widow) and executrix Lettice on 12 June 1618. 
 
There is also a reference to an Indenture of Mortgage, dated 17 February 1620,  from the Rt. Hon. Robert, 
Lord Digbye (spelling as in reference) Baron of Geashill Digbye , his mother the Rt. Hon. Dame Lettice, 
Baroness of Offaly and Philipp Digbye of Co. Coleshill Warwickshire, Esq., to Sampson Hopkins of 
Coventry Co. Warwickshire, Alderman, of four cottages and land in the parish of Coleshill and land in 
the parish of Aston,  Birmingham.  
 
NOTE:  Information about the Digby family of Coleshill can be found in Collins Peerage of England, 
Volume V. 

 
 
 
 

 
6  Brereton a Family History, by John Brereton of California 1919  
7     There is also a record identifying Lettice Knollys of Essex, Leicester as marrying James Blount of the Blount family of Lord 

Mountjoy, in 1582. 
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LADY LETTICE OFFALY 
 
When the Irish rebellion of 1641 broke out the Lady Offaly (who was a sixty-two-year-old widow at the 
time) was prepared to resist the insurgents from the O'Dempsey clan who were determine to lay siege to 
Geashill Castle. Even as the battles and threats continued and many castles had yielded the Lady Lettice 
had too much spirit to yield herself without fighting a blow in self-defense. She questioned the authority 
of her enemies and distrusted their promises of mercy. 
 
Apparently, she responded: ‘I am as I have ever been, a loyal subject of my king. I thank you for your offer of a 
convoy, which, however, I hold as of little safety. Being free from offending His Majesty, or doing wrong to any of 
you, I will live and die innocently, and will do my best to defend my own, leaving the issue to God.' Such was this 
noble lady's dauntless answer to a summons sent fraudulently in the king's name, requiring her to give 
up her castle to her own and the king's enemies. There is a wonderful tale of a very brave and astute Lady 
Lettice during the 1641 Rebellion in ‘The Volume XXVI, Churchman’s Shilling Magazine and Family Treasury 
conducted by Charles Mackeson in 1879.  
 
 
The Rebellion continued as did the resistance of Lady Lettice and eventually support arrived.  Despite 
the urging of her friends to retire to some place of peace and safety, this heroic and determined lady 
stayed. Interestingly, after spending some months in peace and quiet, and having seen the last of the 
rebels in her own neighbourhood, Lady Lettice decided to quit the fortress which she had so gallantly 
defended, and moved to England where she retired to the Digby Estate at Coleshill, in Warwickshire.  
She died 1 December 1658, and is buried in the parish church beside her husband Sir Robert Digby. Lady 
Lettice and Sir Robert had issue: 

Philip Digby 
Abigail Digby  

Sir Robert Digby (succeeded his father) 
George Digby (died young)  
Lettice Digby (died 1642) 

Simon Digby, MP 
John Digby, Earl of Bristol (during the time of King James) 

Elizabeth Digby married Sir Baldwin Wake, Knight-Baronet. 
Gerald Digby 

 
Essex Digby, Bishop of Dromore 

 
ESSEX DIGBY of Kildare (?-12 May 1683) married 1st Thomasina Gilbert (?-1651) daughter of Sir 
William Gilbert, Knight of Kilminchy, Laois co.  In 1665 Essex (sixth son of Sir Robert Digby and Lady 
Lettice Baroness of Offaly married  2nd Lettice Brereton of Queen’s County. .  
 
Essex8, who was a descendant of Sir Kenelm Digby, the Picus de Mirandola of England,  was educated 
in Dublin and became an eminent churchman. Whilst he was still a student at the University of Dublin, 
he was presented on the 16 December to the rectory of Geashill (County Offaly/Kings). A clause was 
inserted in the presentation containing the King’s grace or faculty to hold the same, notwithstanding 
being out of orders, but that he should continue his study until he came to riper years, to take orders 
upon him.  In 1637 he was presented to the rectory of Ballycomen, in the diocese of Kildare, where he 
fixed his residence but was robbed and deprived of his goods, stock and cattle to the value of 1,570 
pounds, in the very beginning of the rebellion and had his house burnt by the Dempsters, duns and 
Cownors.  After the reduction of Ireland by the Parliament forces, he became (by what process of 
transmutation is conceivable, but he did become, and was( the Parliament’s established minister at 
Belfast, with an allowance of 120 pounds a year.   

 
8 Archdall’s Irish Peerage 
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Upon restoration of Charles II, he was made Dean of Cashel in 1661 commenced D.D. and in 1670 was 
promoted to the see of Dromone “and, deceasing 1673’, was buried in his cathedral.  
 
The issue by his first wife, Thomasina Gilbert were: 

 
Robert Digby, the heir 

 
Simon Digby 

 
By his 2nd wife, Lettice Brereton, Essex had issue:  

 
William Digby of Newton, King’s/Offaly Co. married 1st Anne Newcomen, 

 daughter of Sir Thomas and Catherine Newcomen.  
They had a daughter Lettice Digby who married Randal Cooke. 

William married 2nd wife Anne (surname unknown) 
 
There is a reference in the, The Archaeologia or Miscellaneous tracts related to Antiquity, Vol 33, that Lettice 
Brereton of Queen’s County was probably a god-daughter of Baroness Lettice Digby since this is the first 
time the name Lettice is mentioned in the Brereton family 
 
There is also an interesting English connection between the Digby and Brereton families which occurred 
upon the death of the last Francis, the 5th Lord Brereton of Brereton Hall, in 1722. With his death the title 
became extinct and Brereton Hall and estates passed to the Holtes of Aston in Warwickshire, in right of 
Jane, wife of Sir Robert Holte, daughter of Sir William Brereton and great-aunt, and finally heir of Lord 
Francis, which Jane died in 1648.   
 
Under the will of Sir Lister Holte, Bart., (died October 12, 1769) the manors of Brereton and Aston with 
other estates were settled on his brother Sir Charles Holte, for life, remainder to his issue, remainder to 
Heneage Legge Esq., with similar remainder; remainder to Lewis Bagot, clerk (successively bishop of 
Norwich and St. Asaph, who died without issue) with similar remainder; remainder to Wriothesley 
Digby, Esq. with remainder to the right heirs of Sir Lister Holte, with authority to the persons successively 
seized to grant leases of the Cheshire estates for one life and 12 months after. 
 
The History of Brereton Hall, Cheshire written by Faye Brereton can be found on the website breretonhistory.ca 
 
 
 

THE CONNECTION TO THE FAMILY OF SIR URIAN BRERETON 
of Handforth, Cheshire, England 

 
John Brereton, in his Brereton History, dated 1919, makes a link between David Brereton of Killurin, 
Ireland and Sir Thomas Brereton of Handforth and references a document written by Lord Belmont 
which states that:  Sir Thomas Brereton, descendant of Sir Urian Brereton moved from England to Ireland about 
1645 and acquired an estate large in Tipperary which had previously been held by his father, Sir William Brereton. 
His descendants lived on the estates.  I have written about this Tipperary family in Breretons of Ireland, 
Volume I: however, I have not found a link between this family and David Brereton of Killurin. 
 
Gilbert Brereton9 in his family chart also shows the Brereton family of Killurin as descended from Sir 
Urian Brereton of (Honford) Handforth10 (1577-?) son of Sir Randle Brereton, Chamberlain of Chester 

 
9     Also, a descendant of David Brereton of Killurin born 1732. 
10    There is a wonderful account of this family in the following book “East Cheshire: Past and Present: Or, A History of the 

Hundred of Macclesfield, in the County Palatine of Chester. From Original Records, Volume 1 by John Parsons 
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and Eleanor Dutton of Malpas.  He also identifies Sir Thomas Brereton, (mentioned by Lord Belmont) as 
the great-great grandson of Urian Brereton. Gilbert proceeds to follow the family to David Brereton (born 
1732) and his ancestors. 
 
The family chart prepared by Gilbert is very detailed and quite an undertaking particularly given the 
time period when records were not readily available on the ‘web’. Generally, I have found similar 
information on other charts and histories, as well as through my research; however, I am unable to 
substantiate the information provided with respect to Sir Thomas Brereton who Gilbert shows as 
marrying Mary Sadlier, daughter of Sir Thomas Sadlier and their children as Samuel Brereton, Robert 
Brereton and William Brereton. While there are a number of marriages between the Breretons and 
Sadliers I cannot find a record to support this marriage.  There is a marriage between Thomas Brereton, 
Justice of the Peace of Nenagh, Tipperary (1785-1860) and Maria Sadlier; however, this occurred a century 
later than the one shown on the chart.  Also, their sons were John, Franc and Thomas. 
 
Excluding this block of information – I do support the information prior to Thomas and Mary Brereton 
marriage and again from David Brereton (1732) forward. 
 
Other records (both Ward and Brereton) show that Sir Thomas Brereton, only son and heir of Sir William 
Brereton 1661 married Theodosia Ward, daughter of Lord Humble Ward, of Birmingham; and that Sir 
Thomas died without issue 7 January 1673.  He is buried in St. Mary’s Church, Cheadle, Cheshire, 
England.  
 
Following is information regarding the Ward family- source, ‘Dormant and Extinct Baronage of England, 
Vol. 2 :  Edward Ward married Frances (Brereton) sister and heir to Sir Thomas Brereton. Frances, whom her 
grandfather had little regard (as it seems) betaking himself wholly to a concubine, on whom he begot divers children 
and so far wasted his estate in support of her and them, that he left not much of the fair inheritance which had 
descended to himself. 
 
Following the death of Sir Humble Ward, his widow Theodosia married Hon. Charles Brereton. They 
had a son Charles Brereton (23 February 1677/78). Theodosia died in 1678 and is buried in Cheadle.  
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Portion of Gilbert’s chart (written comments are mine) 
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Enlarged area of chart showing marriage of concern 
David Brereton of Killurin 
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DAVID BRERETON OF KILLURIN OFFALY/KING’S COUNTY11 

 
 

An Irish Brereton Crest – a demi-unicorn collared Bear 
 

Notwithstanding all my Brereton research, I have not, at this point, found the parents of David Brereton 
born 1732. However, I am fortunate to have copies of birth and baptism records of the sons and daughters 
of David and Elinor Brereton of the Parish of Geashill which allowed me to follow their family to the 
present day; in fact, to my grandfather another David Brereton.   
 
There is however, a Geashill Church, Killeigh record of the death of Joshua Brereton of Killurin on 19 
February1802 and another date of 19 May 1804 (perhaps one is a death and the other probate of a will).  
While here are a number of descendants of David with the given name Joshua, none match the year of 
death 1802. This Joshua could be a brother David; however, I have not found any other early reference to 
a Joshua. There is also a Geashill record for a Samuel Brereton (born 27 November 1700)  son of George 
and Sarah Brereton, also a Robert Brereton born 20 October 1770, to Robert Brereton. 
 
Our story begins with David: 
 
1) DAVID BRERETON (23 April 1732- ) married Elinor Odlum (born 1730 -17 May 1807)) 
David Brereton married Elinor Odlum 
David acquired an estate in Killurin, County King’s (200 acres not far from the Slieve Bloom Mountains) 
prior to 1772, the date of a parchment in the possession of John Brereton of California: which confirms a 
transaction -  June 10, 1772, an indenture, with map of lands near Tullamore, Kings County Ireland between Lord 
Henry Digby12 and David Brereton was executed on parchment with seals in wax, all well preserved, and now in 
my13 possession.   
 
Another record indicates that the family kept the estate until c. 1865. John’s Californian family was not 
aware of the reason their ancestor  David and family left the estate; however, Mary Delaney, of Ireland, 
in her booklet titled ‘William Steuard Trench and his management of the Digby estate, King County, 1857-71’ 
details changes that occurred on the ‘Digby Lands’ and may help to explain why David left the land in 
1865.  
 
According to Delaney, the 1851 Census revealed that the majority of Irish people still lived in the 
countryside. While David held 200 acres in indenture, most of the 31,000-acre Digby property was 
divided into hundreds of very small land holdings. It comprised the entire barony of Geashill and part 
of the former monastic lands of Killeigh.  This estate lay to the west and south of the barony of 
Philipstown and to the east of the baronies of Ballycowen and Ballboy, while to the south shared a 

 
11    It should be noted that before the arrival of the Plantation the County was known as Offaly.  The British changed it to Kings 

County. Later the name reverted back to Offaly.  
12  According to a family story one of the Breretons challenged a Lord Digby to a duel. 
13   Author John Brereton, descendant of David Brereton of Killurin. 
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boundary with Laois/Leix/Queen’s County. Geashill accounted for six percent cent of the total land of 
Offaly/Offaly County.  
 
By the mid 1850’s, when the land passed down to a nephew of the original Lord Digby, the tenants were 
in arrears. One report sent to the new Lord Digby, in 1857, by William Trench, who managed the Digby 
estates, indicated that Geashill estate was ‘one of the most wretched and discouraging in Ireland’.  He records 
889 tenants on the estate, 1163 houses and a population of 6,192.   Annual rent amounted to £15,000 with 
arrears totaling £40,948 pounds.  
 
Delaney suggests that the original Lord Digby was an absentee British landlord who spent any money 
made from the Irish lands in Britain not Ireland. Consequently, manor houses, town centers and other 
infrastructure were not built on the Geashill property.  Her report also suggests that the poor state of the 
Digby Estates was also the result of poor management.  Trench and his son, both described as ruthless, 
were brought in to ‘clean up’ the situation and make it a profitable enterprise.  Trench had experience in 
rejuvenating estate properties and set about breaking leases and in general forcing or strongly 
encouraging people to leave by buying them out by cash or paying their way abroad. By doing so he was 
able to put together larger properties which were more profitable.   
 
Delaney also provides information about the small landholders and the actions taken but does not 
address the holdings of people like David, who held 200 or more acres; however, she does mention that 
some landholders such as Robert Odlum (probably a relative of David’s wife) were successful in 
revitalizing their property. Although the report does not address David’s situation, we might guess that 
the family was forced or chose to leave as a result of Trench and his management. 
 
It appears that the Oldum family also had land holdings within the Digby Estate.  According to one article 
a reference to Thomas Odlum, in 1662, marked the first occurrence of this name in Ireland.  Further, it is 
suggested that Thomas, who served as a trooper under the British Lord Lieutenant Ormonde, (and was 
father of three sons) was one of twenty-nine soldiers who were disbanded while in Ireland. 
  
Around 1690 the sons of Thomas: Richard Odlum of Geashill (c 1650-1717), Digby Odlum  of 
Maryborough (1675-1719)  and John Odlum (c. 1705-1766) of Co. Kildare all rented large acreages, south 
of Tullamore (near Killurin and Geashill)  from Lord Digby.  The eldest son, Richard Odlum of Ballyduff 
had a son Thomas Odlum, born 1674 in that place.  Richard’s will was proved in 1707. 

Various deeds, dated 1772, 1727, 1728 and 1765 identify three sons and also support the rentals on the 
Digby property. In a letter written two years before his death, Richard Odlum, the son who succeeded 
Henry as tenant of Ballaghmooney  advising Lord Digby (who was living in London, England) that  
Richard had settled Ballaghmooney on his eldest son.  In an 1814 Directory, Ballghmooney is listed as a 
place in King’s County, in the post town of Tullamore. The entry also identifies as Benjamin Odlum as a 
resident of Ballaghmooney.  

Thomas Odlum (born 1630) of Lancaster, England, arrived in Ireland in 1662 with the Duke of Ormonde 
who was then appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.  Thomas settled in Offaly in the 17th century; his 
home was located on a 508-acre parcel just outside of Adamstown (near Kinnitty). Thomas died in 1662 
and is buried at Geashill. 
 
I have not found a record of the marriage or death of David and Elinor14; however, as mentioned above 
I do have supporting information regarding the children of David and Eleanor. Further, the Odlum15 
Family on-line history identifies David Brereton as marrying an Odlum daughter in 1768. Her first name 
is not identified; however, the record does identify two siblings as Richard Odlum and Thomas Odlum 

 
14    Ref: page 39 of on-line history of the Odlum family.  Also, Geashill Church record. 
15  Page 39 of a 283-page on-line history of the Odlum family.  Also, Geashill record. 
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and there is a burial record that links her to Thomas Odlum. The wedding probably took place at St. 
Patrick Cathedral, Dublin where the Odlums were members. Given the earlier information about the 
family of Thomas Odlum, it certainly appears to support the idea that Elinor was a descendant of Thomas 
Odlum of King’s County/Offaly, Ireland. 
 
There are many Odlums buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery – and we know of a number of marriages between 
the two family. There is also a record of a 1749 marriage, in Capppancur, between Henry Odlum (1732-
1802) and Elizabeth Drought (daughter of John Drought and Alice Ruddock) of Park. who was born in 
1730.  Henry and Elizabeth had a son Benjamin Digby Odlum. Henry died in Tullamore, Offaly. He had 
an older sister, Elinor Odlum, born in 1717.   
 
David Odlum (1783- 1805) was the brother of Abraham Odlum and Elizabeth Odlum.  Many members 
of the Odlum family members are buried in Geashill Cemetery – it appears that the list below contains a 
number of repeat names – which could be a repetition or perhaps different generations 

 
There is also a record of a 1749 marriage, in Capppancur, between Henry Odlum (1732-1802) and 
Elizabeth Drought (daughter of John Drought and Alice Ruddock) of Park. who was born in 1730.  Henry 
and Elizabeth had a son Benjamin Digby Odlum. Henry died in Tullamore, Offaly. He had an older sister, 
Elinor Odlum, born in 1717.   
 
 
 

  
 

St. Mary’s,  Church of Ireland, Parish of Geashill 
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Author Faye Brereton at the gravesite of David Brereton , in the cemetery adjacent to  St. Mary’s Church 
(COI), Geashill. It was  Erected by John Brereton in memory of his father David Brereton, late of Killlurin who 
died 23 April 1831 (born 1763); also, his sister Eleanor Brereton who died February 1816, aged 46 years.   
 
The stone is still there; however, it has fallen over and now lies under a large holly bush.  David was the 
son of David and Elinor. 
 
Many Breretons are buried in St. Mary’s Church including, John Brereton of Mountmellick: to the memory of 
his dear brothers and sisters, William, David, George and Joshua, Sarah and Anna all of whom died within the 
space of a few years, 7 February Here also lies the body of said John. 
 
John Brereton:  beneath this stone are deposited the remains of John Brereton, MD who died on the 6 December 
1825, aged 69 years.  Catherine Brereton who died 2 December 1801.  John would have been born 1756.  
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The star Identifies David Brereton’s gravesite (son of David and Elinor Brereton of Killurin (born 1763)  
see  photo of Faye at site.     

 
 
 
 



                                              English and Irish Ancestors of Faye Brereton-Goodwin                                          Page  21  of 102 

 

 
 

Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin – April  2020 -update May 2021 
 Email:   contact@breretonhistory.ca and website: breretonhistory.ca 

 
 

Signboard at St. Mary’s, Geashill 
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                                                                   Also        Brereton              Sarah.                                                  BC-09 
  

Identifies some Breretons buried in Geashill shown on signboard at Cemetery 
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ISSUE OF DAVID BRERETON OF KILLURIN AND ELEANOR (ODLUM) 

 
Note: Another indicator that David married Elinor is the fact that their elder daughter is also named 
Elinor.   
 
1.1) JOHN BRERETON of Killurin and Rathdrum County King’s (1762-5 May 182516) married 
Ruth (1764 -3 January 1808). Ruth was only 40 years of age when she died in 1808 and John was 61 
years of age when he died in 1825. They are both buried in Geashill Parish Cemetery. 
 
Gravestone for Ruth Brereton: 
 ‘here lieth the remains of Ruth Brereton of Rathdrum who died 3 January 1808, aged 40 years. Ruth was the 
wife of John Brereton of Rathdrum and Killurin (1762-1823). He is also buried in Geashill. Gravestone 
for John Brereton “Here lieth the remains of John Brereton of Rathdrum who died 5 May 1823, aged 61 years.”   
 
John and Ruth Brereton had issue: 

 
1.1.1) John Brereton of Rathdrum County King’s (1799-1870) married 1st Anne Leach  

and 2nd Sarah Hanlon 
 

Arthur William Brereton 
 

1.1.1) JOHN BRERETON17 (1799-12 December 1851) of Mountmellick and Croghan Hill, county 
Laois, married 1st Anne Leach and 2nd Sarah Hanlon.  John and his first wife, Anne Leach had issue: 
 

1.1.1.1) Captain William Brereton (1840-1890) married Anne Bridge 
 

1.1.1.1) CAPTAIN WILLIAM BRERETON (1840-1890) married Anne Bridge  
William had an adventurous life at sea, and told stories of the port of Calcutta, and the dangers 
of navigating the Hogly with its shifting sandbanks. He spoke of cholera that the men contracted 
ashore, often by their carelessness. Every morning the first duty on the ship’s crew was to clear 
the anchor chains of dead bodies that had been thrown into the sacred river. Another incident 
he retold was how he kept an infuriated mob at bay, single-handedly armed only with a light 
steel bar; it was a very effective weapon. 
 

 
16    Records of the Parish of Geashill. He was 63 years of age when he died. 
17  John had five children. There is a discrepancy between two records as to the mother of each child.  This record shows one child by 

the first marriage and four by the second marriage. 

David Brereton of Killurin

1.3) David 
Brereton of 
Killurin m. 

Louisa 
Southern

1.1) John 
Brereton m. 

Ruth

1.4) Dr. 
Joshua 
George 

Brereton

Richard 
Brereton 
bapt. 13 
Oct 1765

1.2) Elinor 
Brereton m. 

Henry 
Odlum

Thomas 
Brereton

Susanna 
Brereton

Samuel 
Brereton 
born 20 

June 1770

Elinor Odlum
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It was while attending Dr. Benson’s school in Dublin that William chose the sea as his 
profession.  In the words of his son: All his voyages were between Liverpool and Calcutta. The struggle 
of a small overloaded ship, battling for existence through the unearthly horrors was near impossible and 
during the hurricane the movements of the ship were so violent that it was hard to tell the sea from the 
sky.  The ship passed through the centre of the hurricane and for days the helm was lashed and there was 
nothing anyone could do. Officers and men stood about perfectly apathetic waiting for death; with masts 
and everything above deck swept away.  For a long time, the ship hove to with a square of canvas in the 
mizzen rigging. They did weather the storm and when it was over, a jury rig was fixed and the ship sailed 
to port, where she was heartily cheered by the ships that had already reached safety”18. 
 
In October 1869, William married Anne Bridge (cousin of Sir C. Bridge), daughter of John Bridge 
who had been an ensign in The Buffs; however, he disliked service life and took orders in the 
Church of Ireland and became Rector of Tullamore and Ballycommon. (Note: unable to confirm)  
William and Ann rented a one hundred- and thirty-six-acre farm and residence at Aldeborough 
(note: author unable to find this place, however there are reference to a place called Aldeburgh, 
Suffolk England)  from Lord Digby, a gentlemanly farm with a slated gatehouse, stabling for five 
horses, country house, hay and barn lofts, turf shed, lock-up yard and a good vegetable garden.  
 
Although William had left the sea when the Franco-Prussian War broke out many people in 
Ireland were sympathetic to France. Consequently, when France was invaded, in 1870, a 
number of young Irishmen volunteered to fight for her. Among them was William’s young half-
brother. Samuel took part in the heavy battle around Met, in 1870 and later during the siege of 
Paris he contracted smallpox. William went to France to nurse him through the illness. He had 
a difficult task to get there as (the Port of) Cherbourg was in a state of turmoil and on the way to 
Paris he met cavalry of the defeated French armies. Dirty, tired and angry the men of the cavalry 
were ready to cut down any man speaking a foreign language. William spoke French well, 
however, his accent nearly betrayed him.   
 
1878 was a very difficult year in Ireland and stories circulated that gold and land were available 
for all in Australia and New Zealand. William Brereton decided to immigrate to New Zealand, 
although his brother Samuel did his best to dissuade him. 
 
Early on 27 September, 1879 the ship Pleiades sailed from her London dock to start the long 
voyage to New Zealand. William Brereton and his wife were accompanied by their three 
children, her two sisters and the family ploughman. Nearly four months later the ship anchored 
in Wellington Harbour. At first, they rented a three-roomed house for thirteen shilling a week. 
The following year they sailed to Motueka on Tasman Bay where cousins were living. They 
resided here in a wooden two-storied house standing on the loop of the River Motueka, in a 
tiny bush clearing surrounded by dense forest and mountains.  
 
In February, William paid a deposit on two hundred and fifty acres of land five miles up the 
river; however, a few days after their arrival at Motueka disaster overtook them. A 
thunderstorm broke over the valley with lightning in great sheets; rain fell for hours like a 
waterfall.  Though some thought William and family should leave the house to seek safety in 
the hills, they were reassured by others and persuaded to go to bed. During the night an alarm 
was given that the house would soon be flooded. Fortunately, a mare, Bess, with only a bridle 
on was caught. This animal became the means of saving the lives of the little party, including 
the five small children. Three times Bess attempted to cross the rapid torrent, which carried with 
it, quantities of yellow, evil-smelling mud, and littered with drifting timber.  The second journey 
across, with Mrs. Brereton and a child behind the rider and another woman on the tail, came to 
grief. Bess rolled over and shed her load. It was only through the superhuman efforts of Mrs. 
Brereton and her cousin Barty Lloyd that they were able to reach safety. Her husband had 

 
18  Reference: Lieutenant Colonel C. B. Brereton’s book No Roll of Drums, Wellington, 1947 
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plunged in to save them but they were out before he reached them. While they had reached 
higher ground and were sheltered, they were still trapped by the torrential river and unable to 
make any further move. The water continued to rise until the adults were nearly neck deep; 
holding the children in their arms.  Three of the five little children were unconscious. During 
this time the sickening smell of the thick liquid mud flowing by continued making this a truly 
never to be forgotten experience. They had no food except some raw potatoes which were seen 
floating by. In the late afternoon, the flood waters began to subside and at last they could begin 
to move across the morass of filthy mud and water. The gallant mare, Bess (who died a few 
weeks later from cold and exhaustion) once again fought her way forward to save their lives. 
After the ordeal and before the Brereton house was built at Ngatimoti, William’s brother, John 
Brereton, arrived from Ireland to find a farm. He initially lived at Mullingar but later farmed at 
Croghan. 
 
The rain had rendered sixty acres of the richest flat land they had optioned entirely useless; 
having become sandy desert. Friends tried to persuade William to forfeit his deposit; however, 
the pioneers were happy in their new but hard life.  They did survive that period and after ten 
years of arduous work, William decided he needed a holiday. His thoughts naturally turned to 
the sea and he began to build a boat. Following what he had seen in the Bay of Bengal he built 
a catamaran of two canoe-shaped boats. They were carvel-built and fitted with sails and named 
The Petrel. With his eldest son, Jack he went on a cruise to Astrolabe and Nelson. 
 
William was also lay-reader in Ngatimoti, and took the service on 30 March, 1890 reading a 
sermon on the text Neglect of Warnings and later he and Jack went on another fishing expedition. 
Unfortunately, a heavy southerly spout wind blew up and almost at once rumours of disaster 
reached his family.  When they did not return, searchers went out along the coast but nothing 
was ever known of their fate. Long after, parts of the boat were washed upon shore further 
down the coast.19 When all hope of her husband’s return vanished, Mrs. Brereton had to face 
her future alone at the age of fifty.   
 
She was left with a family of eight children, the eldest; Cyprian Brereton had just turned 
fourteen. He returned home from Nelson College at Easter holiday and assumed responsibility 
for the running of the farm.  Captain William and Anne (Bridge) Brereton had issue: 
 

1.1.1.1.1) Lieutenant Colonel Cyprian B. Brereton of New Zealand  
married Margaret Irene Guy 

 
Thomas Brereton married Kat Cotterall 

 
 Matilda Brereton 

 
1.1.1.1.1) LIEUTENANT COLONEL CYPRIAN BRERETON  
Cyprian was born in Wellington, New Zealand, on 3 March 1876 and moved as a baby with 
his family to Pokororo in the Motueka Valley, New Zealand, in 1877, where they farmed. 
 
He was educated at Pokororo School and attended Nelson College as a boarder on a 
scholarship. He had to leave school when he was 14 years of age, to run the family farm after 
his father and brother Jack (John) drowned in 1890.  At Nelson College he had been a cadet 
from 12 years old and at Westport he was in the Volunteer Artillery forces. He went on to be 
an officer with the Territorial Forces in Nelson.  He went on to train as a dentist and opened 
a practice in Westport and returned to farming at the Orinoco Valley in 1911. He volunteered 
in the New Zealand Expeditionary Force on 15 August 1914 and his army service number 
was 6/201 at the initial rank of Captain. He was appointed commander of the 12th (Nelson) 

 
19  Their deaths were presumed to have taken place 3 April 1890 
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Company of the 1st Battalion of the Canterbury Regiment, NZEF and by 1 September 1914 
he had attained the rank of Major. He sailed on the troopship “Athenic”. 
 
The theatres of war Cyprian served in were Egypt in 1914 and 1915, the Balkans in 1915, the 
Western Front in 1916 and with the Egyptian Expeditionary Force from 1916 to 1918.He 
commanded the Nelson men guarding the Suez Canal at Serapeum on 3 February 1915 when 
they repelled a Turkish attack. An action which Brereton estimated inflicted 300 or 400 
Turkish dead and about 800 wounded and only one Nelson man killed and 1 wounded. It 
was here that Private Ham fell, and later died, being the first New Zealander to die, from 
wounds, in the Great War. 
 
In the Dardanelles campaign, at Gallipoli, on 26 April 1915, Brereton led his men up Walker’s 
Ridge above Anzac Cove. The Nelson Company was to plug a gap in the line, which they 
held, remaining there until later relieved by the Wellington Battalion. On 30 April the Nelson 
troops attacked and took numbers 1-3 posts. Brereton again led the 12th in action this time in 
the attack on the Village of Krithia on 8 May 1915. This attack was named the second Battle 
of Krithia20. It was part of an Allied offensive across the Peninsula, south of hill of Achi Baba. 
This attack was costly and the 12th suffered losses of 50% before the attack was cancelled that 
evening. Brereton received a head injury on Gallipoli and was evacuated to the Royal Free 
Hospital in England on 16 July 1915. 
 
His fiancée Margaret Guy, who was always known as Daisy, joined him from New Zealand 
and on 5 August 1915 they were married in London and present at the wedding was her 
brother Hector Guy. Daisy and Cyp had made a pact before he left that if he went missing, 
she was going to find him and they would marry. Daisy was only 21 years old at the time. 
She had the news that Cyp had been seriously wounded on May 8. When a second telegram 
arrived from Cyp saying he hoped to make it to England where they could meet and marry 
as they had planned, Daisy began laying her travel plans.  
 
As young single women did not travel without a chaperone in those days, Daisy had to 
contact Mr. Deck, a local from Ngatimoti, asking for his assistance in finding an appropriate 
chaperone to accompany her.  
 
After the wedding Cyprian was given leave. He returned to light duties, owing to his wound 
and was put in charge of repatriating invalided soldiers on the voyage back to New Zealand. 
With Daisy accompanying him, they returned home to Nelson in March 1916. Two months 
later in May he returned to duty on the Western Front where he served in France for 6 months 
before retiring to light duties again in 1917. 
 
He returned to New Zealand in October 1918 and was discharged on 31 January 1919. In 
1914-1915 he was awarded the Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. He 
continued in the armed forces for a further two years and retired with the rank of Lieut. 
Colonel. 
 
In 1935, he retired (owing to his war injuries) and took up farming in Nelson. In 1938 he was 
appointed Curator on the Nelson Institute Museum, a position he held until 1960.  
 
During World War II he was in charge of the Home Guard and was awarded the R.S.A. Gold 
Star Badge and Certificate of Merit for his service. In 1953 he received the Queen Elizabeth 
Coronation Medal.  Cyprian died on 18 April 1962 and is buried in the Wakapuaka Cemetery, 
New General block. Cyprian and Margaret had four children,  

 
 

20  The battle of Krithia, was fought on the Gallipoli peninsula during World War I.  
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1.1.1) JOHN BRERETON21 (1799-12 December 1851) 
There is a family document which identifies John Brereton (died 1851) as,  of Mountmellick and 
Croghan Hill. This would seem to support information found at a grave market in the Geashill 
Cemetery . 
Erected by John Brereton of Mountmellick  ‘to the memory of his dear brothers and sisters William, David 
George, Joshua, Sarah and Anna all of whom died within the space of a few years. Here also lies the body of 
the said John Brereton; however, he identifies a number of his siblings which I have not identified.   
 
Following the death of John’s first wife Anne Leach, he married his second wife, Sarah Hanlon. 
They had issue: 

1.1.1.2) Dr.  Samuel Brereton of Tullamore (1844 -1880 in Bagdad) 
 

1.1.1.3) George Brereton (born 1849 in Crogham), 
married Maria Smallman (born 1853, in US) 

 
1.1.1.4) John Brereton 

 
1.1.1.2) DR. SAMUEL BRERETON of Tullamore (1844-1880) 
Dr. Samuel Brereton is shown in the College of Physicians and Surgeons records as of Tullamore 
– it appears he graduated in 1872. 
 
As mentioned earlier, with the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War many Irish were sympathetic 
to France and upon hearing of the invasion of France, Samuel Brereton volunteered to fight. In 
1870 he took part in the heavy battle around Metz and later, during the Siege of Paris, contracted 
smallpox.  His half-brother, William went to France to nurse him through the illness. Samuel 
Brereton, survived his illness, received the Bronze Cross for his services, and later took up 
medicine. 
 
In 1872 he placed first for the Indian Service, passing first out of Netley (note: The Royal Victoria 
Military Hospital, Netley, near Southampton, England, served the Indian wounded coming 
from the front) and receiving the Herbert Prize.  He became a Surgeon, with the Bengal Lancers. 
As he was an expert linguist, he served on the Burma Frontier.  
 
Later Samuel volunteered in Kabul where he remained until the murder of the British Resident, 
Sir Louis Cavagnari, in 1879. He took part in the dramatic 320-mile march with Lord Roberts, 
suffering great hardships.  Later he was appointed Consul, Agent and Resident Surgeon at 
Baghdad where he helped to control an outbreak of smallpox. Sadly, he contracted the disease 
for the second time and died, in 1880, at the age of thirty-six.  

 
1.1.1.3) GEORGE BRERETON (born 1849) married Maria Smallman (born 1853) 
George, born 1849 in Croghan, County of Offaly, Ireland joined the army; however, as it was 
against his mother’s wishes she bought him out of the service.  
 
Later George immigrated to Chicago and married Maria Smallman. Gilbert shows them settling 
in New Haven, Connecticut). Maria was the daughter of James Seymour Smallman and Alicia 
Furner of Dundalk. They had two children who died unmarried,  

 
1.1.1.3.1) Samuel Mason Brereton (born 1877 Dundalk, Ireland) 

 Professor at Yale University, U.S.A. 
 

Alice Brereton (She studied in Paris, France and became an accomplished sculptor).  
 

21  John had five children. There is a discrepancy between two records as to the mother of each child.  This record shows one child by 
the first marriage and four by the second marriage. 
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1.1.1.3.1) SAMUEL MASON BRERETON (record from Yale University Alumni Record. 
Samuel, son of George Brereton and Maria (Smallman) Brereton, was born in Dundalk, 
Ireland, on 6 May 1877.   
 
Although he had only previously visited the United States, he decided to move there  in 1895, 
and soon entered the Mount Hermon (Mass) School, where he prepared for college.  Prior to 
his graduation he had expected to enter the University of California, but the decision of his 
parents to stay in the East led him to come to Yale.  Later, his family moved to New Haven.   
 
To a large extent Samuel earned his own way maintaining, nevertheless, an Oration 
standing, winning a Berkeley Premium in his Freshman year and a Robinson Latin Prize 
when a Senior.  In 1904, he received the degree of Master of Arts at Yale for work in the 
classics, and in the fall of that year went to Mercersburg Academy, Mercersburg, 
Pennsylvania, to teach Latin, Greek and history, proving himself an efficient instructor.   
 
He was one of the four Faculty members of the Academy Senate and also a was  member of 
the Literary Magazine Board. In the midst of his fourth year of teaching at Mercersburg he 
was taken with pneumonia, and after an illness of three weeks seemed safely on the road to 
recover, when he sank suddenly and died 12 February 1908. He was in his 31st year and 
unmarried.  He was survived by his parents and a sister Anne. 
 
‘Mr. Brereton was manly, sincere, faithful in every duty, a devoted Christian and won to a unusual 
degree the respect and affection of those with whom he worked by his quiet strength of character, his 
companionableness, and his deep interest in the welfare of his students within and without the class 
room.’ 

 
1.1.1.4) JOHN BRERETON of County Offaly/King’s (1801-1870) 
In 1870, John decided to travel to New Zealand, unfortunately he was never heard of again. It 
was presumed that the ship was wrecked on the voyage. His wife and children, moved to 
Clonona, sometime after his disappearance and she continued to live there until her death, at 
ninety-nine. They left issue: 

 
1.1.1.4.1) George Brereton of Tumera, near Mountrath, County Laois married Frances Claxton 

 
1.1.1.4.2) Henry Brereton of King’s (Offaly) and County Clare, married Jane Ward22 

 
1.1.1.4.3) John Brereton of Patterson, New Jersey, USA married Ann Ryan 

 
1.1.1.4.4) Richard Brereton (1842-1909) 

 
Maria Brereton married Thomas Baldwin 

   
1.1.1.4.1) GEORGE BRERETON (1825 - 1904) of Trumera, Laois, Ireland married Frances 
(Fanny) Claxton (1841-1920) 
George Brereton remained in Ireland and married Frances Claxton of Ballyroan, daughter of 
George Claxton (born 1797 in Corbally) and Mary Claxton (nee Dobsen).   
They farmed at Trumera, near Mountrath, where they lived in a square house looking across 
the bogs to the Churchyard where some of the family members are buried.  George died in 
1904 leaving his wife, and a large family: 
 

1.1.1.4.1.1) George Brereton (1825-1956) of Stanley Hall, Gloucestershire, England  
married Isabella Murray 

 
22 Jane’s sister Sarah Ward married John Alley  
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1.1.1.4.1.2) Gilbert Brereton of Killurin, Ireland (1882 -) 
 married first Annie Seale married second, Esther Fulton Strachen 

 
1.1.1.4.1.3) Arthur W. Brereton of Killurin married Rose Spooner 

 
Susan Brereton married Wm. Hetherington 

 
Sarah Frances Brereton (born 1878) unmarried 

 
Elizabeth Brereton (born 1879) unmarried 

 
Marion Brereton (born 1881) unmarried 

 
Susan Brereton 

 
Maria Brereton 

 
Richard Brereton 

 
Elijah Brereton 

 
At the time of the 1901 Census the family were living in Trumera, County Laois (Queens), 
Ireland Arthur was not listed so it is assumed he had already moved to Canada prior to the 
census. Elizabeth, Sarah, Marion and their brother George moved to England in 1921, The 
women lived in their own house. Their brother Richard may have moved to England when 
he retired from the Customs Service, in Trumera, Ireland. 

 
1.1.1.4.1.1) GEORGE BRERETON 23 married Isabella Murray 
The eldest son George married Isabella Murray and in 1917 they left Ireland and moved 
to Stanley Hall, Gloucestershire, near Bristol where he died in 1956. They had issue: 

 
George Christopher Brereton (1918) lived at Stanley Hall (in the 1980’s) 

 
Isa Brereton 

 
Margaret Brereton 

 
1.1.1.4.1.2) GILBERT BRERETON married 1st Annie Seale  
Gilbert lived in Ireland until he was twenty –three years of age. In 1905, he moved to 
Canada together with his wife Annie Seale, daughter of Isaac Seale of Rosnell House 
County Laois/Queen’s.   
 
On the outbreak of war in 1939 Gilbert went to England to offer his services to the War 
Office which was in need of large quantities of ramie for the manufacture of, parachutes 
etc. Ramie, usually produced in the Far East was no longer available. 
 
He carried out a survey in the Southern States and Latin America and he found that 
although there were several small plantings of ramie, no one was interesting in growing 
it in any quantity because there was no machinery for cutting the crop. So it was that in 
January 1940, against all advice, he and his wife started producing ramie. He succeeded, 
and his firm produced self-propelled field machines for cleaning the fibres.  

 
23  Reference Gilbert Brereton’s Brereton Family History which includes photos of his family (including Lieutenant Percy Brereton, 

Eleanor Brereton, Lieutenant John Brereton, James Brereton, Jane Brereton and Julia Brereton. 
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A 9 February 1944 Montgomery, Alabama newspaper article ‘Tuscaloosa News’, reported 
that George did establish a factory in that state. Following is an excerpt from that article: 
Prisons Director, E. P. Russell announced today that 150 acres of Ramie ( an Oriental fibre plant) 
had been leased to Gilbert Brereton of Toronto. Russell said Brereton would set up a factory near 
Atmore Field (a former airfield).   
 
Annie died in 1927 leaving issue: 

Anne Dorothy Brereton24  
 Toronto, Ontario, Canada unmarried 

 
1.1.1.4.1.2.1) Kathleen (Kay)Frances Brereton25 
of Toronto, Ontario, Canada married M. Wright 

 
1.1.1.4.1.2.1) KATHLEEN FRANCES (Kay) BRERETON married John Wright 
Her obituary (which follows) is from the 7 February 2005 Toronto Globe and Mail 
newspaper: 
 
Peacefully, at St. Michael's Hospital, on Friday, February 4, 2005 in her 92nd year. Beloved 
wife of the late John (Jack) Steele Wright. Survived by her children Anne, John (Ellie) and Bob 
(Kelly). Cherished grandmother of Katie, Doug, Jamie, Caroline, Devon and Tory. Predeceased 
by her sister Dorothy.  

 
1.1.1.4.1.2) GILBERT BRERETON married second, Esther Fulton Strachen 
In 1938 he married a second time. His wife was Esther Fulton Strachen of Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada. Esther died in 1971 in Ottawa.  Her death was announced in the 24 December 
1971 Ottawa Citizen: “Esther Fulton Strachan, beloved wife of Gilbert Brereton.” 
 
Gilbert also wrote a Brereton Family History which includes photos of his family including 
Lieutenant Percy Brereton, Eleanor Brereton, Lieutenant John Brereton, James Brereton, 
Jane Brereton and Julia Brereton. According to John Brereton, Gilbert was in business in 
Brantford, Ontario Canada. 
 
1.1.1.4.1.3) ARTHUR W. BRERETON 26  married Rose Thomasine Spooner 
Arthur moved from Ireland to Canada in 1907 and upon arrival engaged in the banking 
profession for a number of years. He served with the Canadian Forces during World War 
I and in 1919, married Rose Thomasine Spooner of Grainsby Manor, Lincolnshire, 
England, daughter of the late Rev. W. P. Spooner. Arthur and Rose lived in North 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada and had issue: 

 
1.1.1.4.1.3.1) Gilbert William Brereton (born 1921)  

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
 

Francis George Brereton (born 1923)  
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 

 
 

 
24  Graduate of the University of Toronto   
25  Graduate of the University of Toronto 
26   Both sons fought with the Royal Canadian Air Force in World War II.  The elder died in an air crash.  The younger Francis 

George (born 1923) returned to Canada and lived in North Vancouver.  
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1.1.1.4.1.3.1) GILBERT WILLIAM BRERETON 
Gilbert was born 13 February 1921 and died on June 12, 1944.  He joined the Royal 
Canadian Air Force and rose to the rank of Flying Officer and was stationed at Fort 
McLeod, Claresholm Census Division, Alberta, Canada.  He died, in 1944 when two 
Anson aircraft collided in mid-air during, a training.    
 
23-year-old Gilbert and Leading Airman, Morris Zubock died in the crash.  The other 
two airmen survived.  Gilbert is buried in Capilano View Cemetery, West Vancouver, 
British Columbia.  

 
1.1.1.4.2) HENRY BRERETON of Clonona, County King’s married Jane Ward 27 
Henry married Jane at Wellington Quay, Dublin. and had one son John (1864-1936).  
 
 

   
 

Henry and Jane had issue: 
 

1.1.1.4.2.1 John Brereton married Georgiana Johnson 
 

James Brereton 
 

Jane Brereton 
 

Henry Brereton 
 

Sarah Brereton 
 
1.1.1.4.2.1) JOHN BRERETON of Clonona, County King’s (1864-1936) married 
Georgiana Johnston 
John was assisted in his schooling by his Uncle Richard Brereton. In 1893, he married 
Georgiana Johnston, daughter of William Johnston of Ballykilbeg, County Down, a 
famous politician and MP for Belfast, who also farmed his estate at Ballykilbeg.  John and 
Georgina had issue; 

1.1.1.4.2.1.1) Enid Brereton 
 

1.1.1.4.2.1.3) Dr. Maeve Brereton 
 

1.1.1.4.2.1.2)  Deidre Brereton 
 

 
27 According to an on-line Ward family chart, there was a Jane Ward who married Henry Brereton in 1860.  
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1.1.1.4.2.1.1) ENID ST. JULIEN BRERETON (1895-1923)  
Enid St. Julien Brereton, born in 1895, married John Meek, in 1923.  She died in 1923 
(around 28 years of age) leaving no issue. 

 
1.1.1.4.2.1.2) DEIDRE BRERETON 
According to a grand-daughter of Deidre, her great-grandparents moved to 
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, where John worked as an exciseman. Their three daughters 
(noted above ) were born in the area, Spittal of Glen Muick, Ballater, Aberdeenshire, 
Scotland, United Kingdom.  The girls attended school in Clackmannanshire.  
 
1.1.1.4.2.1.3) DR MAEVE CLUNA BRERETON (1898 - 1978) 
Maeve attended Edinburgh University where she qualified as a doctor (specialising in 
birth control).  In 1932 she married William Hutton Marwick (16 October 1894 – 22 
March 1982). William Hutton Marwick (16 October 1894 – 22 March 1982) was a 
Scottish economic historian, specialising in the labour movement. 

His parents were Scottish missionaries for the United Presbyterian Church, and 
William  was born near Calabar in Nigeria, then grew up in Jamaica. He moved to 
Edinburgh where he studied at George Watson's College and the University of 
Edinburgh. From 1948, Marwick was a lecturer in economic history at the University 
of Edinburgh, and he served as President of the Scottish Labour History Society. He 
retired from his academic post in 1964, but continued to write. 

 
1.1.1.4.3) JOHN BRERETON  (1829-1878)  
In the scan which follows, John  is shown as born 1829 in Mountrath, co. Laois, Ireland . 
John married Ann Ryan (? - 4 November 1895) . John’s father – John Brereton was born in 
1801 and was lost as sea while travelling to New Zealand, in 1870 
 
 

 
 
 
Circa 1853, John left England via ship (from Liverpool England) bound for Patterson, New 
Jersey, U.S.A. The scan shows that John was travelling without family.  They must have 
followed as John Brereton was born in 1859. 
 
Anne and John had issue: 

 
1.1.1.4.3.1) Lieutenant Col John Brereton married Nettie Bullis (1859-1899) 
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1.1.1.4.3.2) Lieutenant Percy H. Brereton married Mary Pierce 

 
Alice Brereton married James McMunn 

 
Emma Brereton married Jacob Crowell 

 
Sophia Brereton marred John Shuman 

 
Elizabeth Brereton married John Munika? 

 
Sarah Brereton 

 
Maria Brereton 

 
1.1.1.4.3.1) LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOHN JAMES BRERETON (1859-1899) married 
1st Nettie Bullis and 2nd Minnie Denslow  
John attended the local schools, and later joined the firm of William Pennington, Esq. as 
a law student. After a few months of office study, he successfully competed for West Point 
and entered the Academy 1 July 1873.  On 14 June, 1877 he graduated and on 15 June 1877 
was assigned as a 2nd Lieutenant to the 24th U.S. Infantry.  
 
In 1886, John married his first wife, Nettie Bullis and they had issue: 
 

1.1.1.4.3.1.1) Alice Eleanor Brereton, born in Fort Supply,  
Indian Territory, in 1887. 

 
1.1.1.4.3.1.1) ALICE ELEANOR BRERETON 
Alice Eleanor (who preferred to be called Eleanor) was born 10 June 1887, in Fort 
Supply. When her father died in the Philippine’s, in 1899, Eleanor went to live with 
her Uncle Percy Hutchison Brereton of Providence, Rhode Island. 
 
When she died, Alice was buried in Swan Point Cemetery, Providence Rhode Island 
(as was her uncle).  The memorial identifies her father as dying in 1899 in the 
Philippines. 
 
Upon the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, Lieutenant Col. J. J. Brereton became 
Captain of his regiment. He took part in the campaign with great honour and for 
gallantry, coolness and judgment on the field, he was recommended for the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel by his Commanding Officer. He became Lieutenant Colonel 
Brereton in 1890 and reported to Fort Sam Houston Texas before sailing to the 
Philippines.   On his way to the Philippines, he landed in Cuba and was severely 
wounded in but remained with his men until the finish. After the war, because of his 
fluency in Spanish, John was stationed at Cienfuegos.  
 
Later, when war broke out in the Philippines, John volunteered for service, and became 
Commanding Officer of the Thirty-third Infantry. His next post was in Silver City, 
New Mexico where Nettie became pregnant with their 2nd child.  Unfortunately, this 
child died at birth and Nettie died one and a half years later (1889 or 1890) from a 
miscarriage.   
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Having a young child to raise, John asked to be reassigned.  He moved to New Jersey 
and was assigned as a Professor of Military Science at Rutgers College, University of 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, USA. 
 
In (1890/ 1891) John married his second wife, Minnie Denslow a widow with 2 teenage 
sons (which John adopted).  The children were Edwin Porter Denslow and Tallmadge 
Hepburn Denslow.  In July 1893, fifteen months after their marriage Minnie died of 
Bright’s disease.  In 1896 both Edwin and Tallmadge petitioned the courts to change 
their named to Edwin Porter Brereton and Tallmadge Hepburn Brereton. 
 
Edwin Porter Brereton was born in Milford, New Haven, Connecticut on 29 August 
1888. He died 23 November 1958 and is buried in Rock Creek Cemetery, Washington, 
District of Columbia.  On the memorial it lists his father as John James Brereton (1857-
1899) and his sibling as Alice Eleanor Brereton 
 
Lieutenant Tallmadge Hepburn Brereton was also in the military and in the 
‘Supplement to the General Registry of The Society of Colonial Wars, 1906, he is shown 
as having died 1 July 1906. In 1900 he was listed as a member of the Delta Kappa 
Epsilon Fraternity, Cornell University. 
 
John James Brereton died on 2 December 1899 (aged 44 years) by his own hand ending 
a brilliant military career.  His death is recorded in the 3 December 1899 New York 
Times under the heading “An Officer Commits Suicide; Capt. John J. Brereton kills himself 
while insane. His body was returned to his native city of Patterson New Jersey, for 
burial. He was laid to rest with full military honours and as a tribute to his memory 
the city officials suspended all business for his funeral.  
 
Some information about John had been taken from a footnote to the book “Devils 
Causeway; the True Story of American’s First Prisoners of War in the Philippines and the 
Heroic Expedition Sent to Their Rescue.’ Which leads one to suspect that he was involved. 
The author also mentions that early on he suffered from severe headaches and pain 
which at times required a leave of absence – yet the affliction he quickly rose within 
the ranks of the military. 

 
1.1.1.3.3.2) PERCY HUTCHISON BRERETON Providence, Rhode Island, U.S.A. (1863-
20 November 1952) 
Percy married Mary Averic Heineken Peirce (21 July 1865 – December 1937) 
Percy trained as a Cadet at New Bedford, Massachusetts, U.S.A. later joining the United 
States Revenue Cutter Service. Upon retirement he made his home in Providence.  
 
His wife Mary died in 1937 and is buried in Swan Point Cemetery, Providence, Rhode 
Island, USA.  At the time of his death Percy was living in Marion County, Florida, USA. 
They had one son who survived. Their niece, Alice Eleanor Brereton, came to live with 
her aunt Mary and uncle Percy following the death of Alice’s father, Lieutenant Colonel 
John James Brereton. Alice is also buried in Swan Point Cemetery. Percy and Mary issue: 

 
1.1.1.3.3.2.1) Pierce Hill Brereton 

 
1.1.1.3.3.2.1) PIERCE HILL BRERETON  
Peirce Hill Brereton practiced law in New Bedford, Massachusetts, U.S.A. and was 
prominent in politics. He also was elected the first Mayor of Warwick, Rhode Island. 
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1.1.1.3.4) RICHARD BRERETON (1842-1909)  - from page 35 
Richard joined the Customs and Excise Department and for many years was stationed at Ely, 
Cambridgeshire. He never married but took a keen interest in the welfare of his nephew John 
Brereton (1864-1936) of Clonona (son of Henry and his wife Jane Ward) paying for his 
education. When he retired, he lived with the Hetheringtons (see 1911 Census). 

               
 
  ISSUE OF DAVID BRERETON OF KILLURIN AND ELEANOR (ODLUM)  
               (continued) 

 
1.2)   ELEANOR/ELINOR BRERETON (1765-1841) married Henry Odlum   
In 1799, Elinor (daughter of David and Elinor) married Henry Odlum (a relative of her mother).  
On the Odlum Family website it is suggested that she could have been a daughter of George or 
Henry Brereton. However, as she is buried in Geashill Cemetery with David and his wife (also an 
Odlum) the following is the most likely family.  Eleanor and Henry had issue: 

 
Thomas Odlum (1800- 1850) in Rathdrum, Ballycommon. He married Dinah Patterson at the Geashill 

Church on 8 December 1806. He died in 1850 in Dublin  
 

George Odlum (1802 – 1871) born Ballyteague died in Tullamore 
 

Maria Odlum (1804-1863) married Samuel Goodwin in 1838 in Clonbulloge, Offaly 
 

Sarah Odlum (1806 – 1835) married Daniel David Commins, 
 

John Odlum (1808-1893) born in Glenmore, Mulligar, Westmeath, died in Canada 
 

Elinor Odlum (born 1811) 
 

Jane Odlum (born 1813) married John Goodwin in 1839 in Clonbulloge, Offaly 
 

Henry D. Odlum (1814 – 1888) died in Rathdrum 

Robert Odlum (born 1818) 
 

 
 
          
 

David Brereton of Killurin

1.3) David 
Brereton of 
Killurin m. 

Louisa 
Southern

1.1) John 
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 ISSUE OF DAVID BRERETON OF KILLURIN AND ELEANOR (ODLUM)  
(continued) 

 
1.3) DAVID BRERETON of Killurin (1768 – 25 April 1831) married Louisa Southern (born 1790)  
David (1768-1831) who followed his father into farming in Killurin, married Louisa Southern, 
daughter of William Southern. She was born in 1790 and died 18 February 1855, at the age of 86 
years.  According to the Killeigh Parish Records, David and Louisa Brereton had issue: 

 
Rebecca Brereton (20 November 1808) Killeigh Parish, County Laois/Queen’s, Ireland  

(Ref: Killeigh Parish COI Records). She died 20 November 1832 – age 23 years. 
 

1.3.1) John Brereton of Tullamore and Killurin, County Offaly (7 October 1810-1888)  
(Killeigh Parish COI Records)  married Catherine Dix28 Brereton   

 
Sarah Davis Brereton (baptised 29 August 1814) Killeigh Parish, Tullamore (infant death)  

 
Richard Brereton (born 12 August 1816) (stillborn) 

 
James Brereton died 15 November 1819 (infant death)  

 
David George Brereton (1801 - 15 February 1829)  

(identified in the Geashill Parish records)   
 

Eliza Brereton (baptised 15 February 1819) married Joseph Sutherland  
10 September 1852 in Tullamore 

 
William Brereton (2 September 1812 – 12 September1828) Killeigh   

Church of Ireland Parish, Tullamore - died at Killurin.  
 

OTHER BRERETONS BURIED IN 
 ST. MARY’S CEMETERY GEASHILL, OFFALY 

 
There are a number of other Brereton identified as buried in St. Mary’s Church Cemetery, Geashill, 
County Offaly (7 miles from Tullamore) including :  
  

Martha Brereton born 1 April 1772 in the Geashill Parish to Brereton, born 26 February 1807 

 
28   This Katherine Dix is sometimes confused with another Brereton family i.e., John Brereton (1822-1 February 1883) of Tullamore, 

Ireland who married Katherine Dix (17 June 1824 - 18/19 January 1922) of Kilbride.  
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Anne Brereton married John Tarleton (born 1630) of Killeigh.  

John died in 20 December 1700 and is buried in Geashill.  
The Tarleton family came to King’ County in the 1600’s from Lancashire, England. 

 
Louisa Brereton of Killurin died 19 January 1832 (86 years) born 1746 

 
Harriet Brereton of Killurin married James Sweetman, born in 1802/or 1812  

of Mount Boles, Killoughy (Slieve Bloom Mountains) Co.  Kings.  
He worked as an agricultural labourer.  In 1840 he and Harriet Brereton 
 immigrated to Australia. They were members of the Church of Ireland.  

Following Harriet’s death in 1843, James Sweetman remarried  
and had issue by his 2nd wife. 

 
Joseph Brereton (husband of Julia) (1845 – 1912) 

 
Mary Anne Brereton (died 13 January 1903) daughter of Julia 

 
Theresa Brereton (1870- 30 January 1905) daughter of Julia 

 
Ellen Marie Brereton (1830-24 October 1896) 66 years.  

There is conflicting record with respect to Ellen Maria Brereton.  
 
1.3.1) JOHN BRERETON (7 October 1810-1 Feb 1883)29 of Tullamore, Offaly, Ireland, Toronto 
Canada and Iowa, USA married Catherine Dix Brereton (17 June 1824 – 28 January 1916) of Banagher. 
On 17 January 1849 John married Catherine (Kate) Dix Brereton of Banagher30, daughter of 
attorney William Brereton31, in Kilbride, Tullamore.  See more details on page 45. 
 
In 1853 John, Catherine, their four sons and a daughter sailed to America. Mrs. Brereton’s 
brother, Benjamin Brereton had immigrated to Boonville, Missouri and written home of the 
opportunities in America. After arriving in New York, the family decided that they would 
prefer to live on British soil so moved north to Toronto; arriving in 1861.  All of the children, 
except son Richard Brereton, moved back to the United States. Catherine Brereton died in Henry 
County, Iowa, USA in 1916 leaving issue: 

 
1.3.1.1) David Brereton (23 March 1850-1881) of Buffalo, New York, U.S.A. 

 
1.3.1.2) William Richard Brereton (12 December 1851-1906) of Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 

 
 1.3.1.3) Richard L. Brereton (29 September 1853-1910) of Toronto, Ontario, Canada  

married Victoria Montgomery 
 

1.3.1.4) John Brereton (26 December 1855) of Tullamore County Laois/Queen’s, Ireland and  
San Francisco, California, U.S.A. married Mary Elizabeth Emerson of California, USA 

 
1.3.1.5) Louisa Anne Brereton (born 4 April 1858) married Joseph Sansome 

 
29    The author has copies of baptismal records (Geashill Parish) for the issue of John and Catherine Brereton. 
30   Banagher, which is located in the Barony of Garry Castle is about 84 kilometers from Dublin 
31  Catherine Dix Brereton was the daughter of William Brereton, Attorney of Banagher.  Catherine’s brother Benjamin (Bowen) 

Brereton of Balliver College was born in 1806. He married Miss Jane Drew, daughter of John Drew Coats (son of Samuel Coats 
and Jane Drew in 1783 in Killaloe). The wedding took place at Banagher on 16 August 1839 with Rev. Andrew Gordon officiating.  
Benjamin and Jane had a son Frederick B. Brereton of Sedalia, Missouri, who had eleven children and fifteen grandchildren. Lt. 
Colonel Brereton of Bristol, England was another brother of Catherine and Benjamin. 
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1.3.1.1) DAVID BRERETON (23 March 1850-1881) A Killeigh Parish COI Records identifies 
the birth of David to John and Catherine Brereton on 2 April 1850 and his baptism date as 23 April 
1850.  
David emigrated to the United States and died in Buffalo, New York State, U.S.A leaving 
issue a son,  Ira D. (probably David) Brereton of Buffalo, New York, U.S.A.  
 
In the 1940 USA Census there is an Ira and Edith Brereton living in Buffalo; Ira is shown as being 
58 years of age which would make his birth date 1882. Further, a marriage notice in the Buffalo 
Enquirer, 12 January 1911 identifies Ira as ‘of Dunnville, Canada’ and Edith Hurt of # 12 Trent 
Street, Buffalo.  Dunnville is in southern Ontario, the closest large centre is Hamilton.  
 
1.3.1.2) WILLIAM T. BRERETON (1851-1906) Killeigh Parish COI Records identify the birth of 
William to John and Catherine Brereton on 12 December 1851 and his baptism date as 16 August 
1852.  
William R. Brereton also emigrated to Boston, Massachusetts, USA where he was a 
publisher. William had a son Arthur T. Brereton 

 
1.3.1.3) RICHARD L. BRERETON (31 July 1853-1910) married Victoria Montgomery (born 24 
May 1855 - 1883), daughter of Richard Montgomery and Hanna (Smith) Montgomery. The Killeigh 
Parish COI Records identify his parents as John and Catherine (Dix) Brereton and a baptism record 
for 29 September 1853. 
 
Richard, who was born in King’s county, Ireland, moved to Newtonbrook (Toronto), County 
of York, Ontario, Canada and Victoria Montgomery on 7 March 1877.  Witnesses to the 
wedding were Francis Chandler and Charles Albert Montgomery.  
 
A Toronto record identifies Richard L. Brereton 23 years of age, Clerk, King’s County, 
Ireland. At some time, his wife Victoria Montgomery Brereton wrote the following article for 
a United Empire Loyalist Association publication: 
 

The United Empire Loyalist Association of Ontario 
Incorporated under the Laws of Ontario 1897 

 
Early Days of Some of the York Loyalists32 

BY MRS. VICTORIA MONTGOMERY BRERETON. 
 
The family I propose treating on more fully is that of Montgomery, of which was Captain Alexander 
Montgomery, who after leaving Ireland, settled in New York, where he had his stores burned by the 
American rebels: being a staunch Loyalist he fled into the British lines for protection. In 1783 he went 
to the province of New Brunswick and settled at Gagetown. He sometime afterwards went to visit his 
son Archibald at Oswego (probably New York State), and there died in the year 1808. 
 
His son and namesake, Captain Alexander Montgomery, being a retired officer, left his home in 
Stamford, Connecticut, U.S., and with his wife and family fled into New Brunswick where he endured 
much privation and suffering, and removing to Upper Canada he at last reached York (Toronto) with 
his wife and six children. There were there at that time only ten log house (5 and six puncheons) 
shanties built. Being a man of good parts and a staunch Loyalist, he was kindly received by the father 
of the late Hon. John Beverley Robinson, Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, the two families occupying 

 
32   Note: this author has edited the article a bit to update place names and references (Changes in brackets) 
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the one house for some time. This was in 1799 late in the fall. Alexander Montgomery died in Toronto 
in the year 1841 at the advanced age of ninety-eight, leaving three sons and three daughters. 
 
Being a man of wealth, he left his estates on life lease to his children, then to their posterity. His eldest 
son, John, was a remarkable man; having had little or no education " only that which he wrought out 
himself, and was taught by his father in winter evenings by the side of the old-fashioned fire-place, by 
the light of the blazing pitch pine knots in his new Canadian home.* Being of a strong, robust 
constitution, with a will right and good, he commenced with his father to clear away the forest, and 
assist to chop and log the ground where the St. Lawrence Market now stands. To fell an acre of 
standing timber in four days was his usual stint as it was termed in those days.  
 
He and his father built the Old Fort, almost in front of the Parliament Buildings on Front Street, 
(Toronto) and more lately the one now existing at the Queen’s Wharf (also Toronto) . He was at the 
Battle of York, an eye-witness to the death of General Pike, and together with his old friend Joseph 
Sheppard of Yonge Street (Toronto), stood by the side of the General when he was killed with a stone, 
caused by the blowing up of a magazine. John Montgomery had previously been sent to Kingston with 
a party in charge of some bateaux and, hearing while at Kingston that the Yankees intended to make 
an attack on York, they left with their boats and sixty-five men and hastened homewards. When ‘off’’ 
Cobourg (town in Ontario) they saw the American fleet beating up the lake, and in the morning, just 
as the sun was beginning to appear, he, with others, started on a forced march from what is now called 
Port Hope, a distance of sixty-five miles, only six of the number reaching York. 
 
Frances, another daughter, born in York in 1805, was married to Dr. Morrison, father of the late Chief 
Justice Joseph Morrison and of Mr. Angus Morrison, M.P, and Mayor of Toronto, and Mrs. Mary 
Currier. Richard Montgomery, the youngest son, born at York, February 9th, 1807, married, October 
30th, 1831, Hannah Smith, who was also born in York, April 12th, 1812, being the eldest daughter of 
John Smith, a staunch Loyalist who lived at Thornhill (north of Toronto).  Richard Montgomery died 
on the old homestead at Newton Brook, County of York, (still in the family) on August 14th, 1873, 
leaving a widow, six sons and six daughters. these may be mentioned his son Nathan Meyers 
Montgomery, Mrs. F. D. Quantz, of Innisfield, County Simcoe (Barrie Ontario area), Mrs. C. W. 
Scott, Whitchurch, and C. A. Montgomery, of Newton Brook. 
 
His youngest daughter, Victoria, born at Newton Brook, County York, May 24th, 1855, was married 
in 1877 to Richard L. Brereton, son of John and Katherine (should be Catherine) Brereton, of 
Killurin, Kings, County (Offaly) Tullamore Ireland, and now wholesale fur manufacturer of Toronto. 
 
His widow made her home with her daughter, Mrs. Brereton, up to the time of her death, where she 
passed away in the year 1883, in her 72nd year; being a devout Christian she was much respected and 
loved by all who knew her. 
 
Victoria identified three children: 
 

Francis Louise Victoria Brereton (1877) 
 

Frederick Arthur Brereton (1879-1938) 
 

Herbert R Brereton ( 1881)  
 

Mildred Lockwood Montgomery Brereton ( 1899-1966)  
married Thomas W. Cluff on 21 June 1926 in St. Andrews Presbyterian Church, Toronto, 

Ontario. He was the son of Mrs. R. J. Cluff, Huntington, Quebec.   
 



                                              English and Irish Ancestors of Faye Brereton-Goodwin                                          Page  41  of 102 

 

 
 

Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin – April  2020 -update May 2021 
 Email:   contact@breretonhistory.ca and website: breretonhistory.ca 

1.3.1.4) JOHN BRERETON of Tullamore, County Laois/Queen’s, Ireland and California, 
U.S.A. (1855-1932) 33  married Mary Elizabeth Emerson (Killeigh Parish COI Records identify 
birth date to John and Catherine Brereton). 
 
In 1865, John and his family moved to Canada where he married Mary Elisabeth Emerson of 
Toronto.  However, in 1880, they followed other members of their family and moved to 
Lafayette County Wisconsin. U.S.A., John entered the Congregational Ministry serving as a 
Home Missions minister in several Midwestern states.  In 1910 the family moved to Oroville, 
California where John became interested in his Brereton family. In 1919 his history was 
published34 John and Mary had issue: 

 
Veronica L. O. Brereton (1881 – 1966) married Morley Henderson, Palermo, California, U.S.A. 

At the time of her death Veronica was living in Butte, California, USA. 
 

Emerson D. Brereton (7 May 1885 – 22 July 1947) Oroville, California, U.S.A.  
He also lived in Butte, California at the time of his death. 

 
Keturah Margaret Brereton (21 November 1886 – 1971)  

She was born in McLean, Illinois, USA and died in Butte, California  
 

Ruth Brereton (1891-1973) married Ralph M. Fowler, Lincoln County, California, U.S.A. 
 

Louise Elizabeth Brereton (17 October 1896 – 18 December 1981)  
She was living in Sacramenta, California at the time of her death 

. 
Notes: Veronica was born in Wisconsin; Emerson in Illinois, and the remaining children were born 
in Missouri. Emerson’s son Ralph Brereton fought in the Far East with the Marines in World War II. 
John’s son Bradt Brereton served as Captain, Quartermaster Corps in the Philippines 
 
In John’s family history he recalled details about the family home in Killurin. 
“The old home, built of stone, with its great fireplace in the kitchen, around which servants sat long 
evenings, telling stories of fairies they had seen and talked with, and blood-curdling cries of banshees 
they had heard in the bogs, foretelling death or other evils soon to befall the family, are among my early 
recollections. High - walled enclosures and great oak barriers, to protect against the O'Mores and 
O'Conors, were still there. Long avenues, bordered with whitethorn hedges; meadows with daisy 
rings, where fairies danced, and from which skylarks rose to sing; bogs with stacks of turf, behind 
which banshees cried — these are all memories of my childhood days on the ancestral estate in Erin. 
The breaking up of the old home, forsaking associations rooted for generations, broke my parents' 
spirit- but that is a tale too sad for these pages, so we close with the family record. David Brereton, 
born 1732, acquired an estate in Killurin, Kings County, Ireland, sometime previous to 1772, the date 
of the parchment record in my possession”  
 
1.3.1.5) LOUISA A. BRERETON married Joseph Sansome  
She was born 4 April 1858 to John and Catherine Brereton and baptised on 27 April 1858. 
Louisa married Joseph A. Sansome of St. Paul, Minnesota, U.S.A. They had five children 

 
33  Reference Email from grandson of John Brereton    
34  John Brereton authored A Brereton Family History, 1919 
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THE FAMILY OF CATHERINE (KATE) DIX BRERETON 
 

Catherine Dix Brereton was the daughter of William Brereton, attorney, Banagher, Ireland.  Her siblings 
were:  
Benjamin Bowen Brereton 35 (1806-1877) of Balliver College who married Jane daughter of John Drew 
Coats.  The wedding took place at Banagher on 16 August 1839 with Rev. Andrew Gordon officiating. 
Benjamin, a grocer on Main Street in Banagher 36, had a son Frederick B. Brereton of Sedalia, Missouri 
(who had eleven children and fifteen grandchildren).   
 
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Brereton37 (4 May 1782-1832) was more well-known. In 1797 he travelled to 
the West Indies with his uncle, Captain Coghlan, as a volunteer.  The following year he received his 
commission as ensign in the 8th West India Regiment and two years later, in 1800 he was promoted to 
the rank of Lieutenant. In 1804 he was promoted to the rank of Captain.  
 
With the exception of a short term of service in Jersey in 1803-4, he spent most of this period of time West 
Indies until 1813 even acting (for a time) as brigade-major to his relative 38 General Robert Brereton, 
Governor of St. Lucia. Consequently, he would have been present during the capture of Martinique and 
Guadeloupe.  As a result of injuries received during a hurricane in 1813, he fell ill and returned that year 
to England invalided.  In 1814 he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Senegal and Goree, and the 
following year became a Lieutenant-Colonel of the Royal African corps serving in the war in Kaffinland.  
In December 1816 he was invalided once again and returned to England; however, by 1818 he was on the 
move again and placed in command on the frontier of the Cape Colony, South Africa. He remained in 
charge of the Cape Town garrison until 1823. During this period, he left the 53rd regiment, and joined 
the Royal York Rangers, then in 1821 joined the 49th regiment. On his final return to England, Thomas 
was appointed Inspecting Field Officer of the Bristol Recruiting District. 
  
In a book titled ‘A History of South Africa”, the Captain is mentioned in a not too complimentary way: 
‘This war, more drastic than any so far seen in the region, resulted in the destruction of Ngqika’s forces at the battle 
of Amalinde towards the end of 1818, when a very great number of Xhoas warriors perished.  By now inextricably 
involved in the Xhosa civil expedition, the British were obliged to support their ally Ngqika by sending an expedition 
under Colonel Thomas Brereton, an inexperienced and, as his subsequent career proved, incapable officer.  Since 
little resistance was offered the expedition was successful in capturing a huge number of cattle.  Too successful, in 
fact, since Ndlambe’s people were thereby reduced to desperation.  Existence would be impossible without their 
cattle, and retaliation was inevitable.”   
 
There is also a reference to Col. T. Brereton, born in Kings County (Offaly) in the book “The Irish in 
Southern Africa 1795-1910’ : On 1 January 1818 Thomas married Margaret Anne Olton, only daughter of John 
Allen Olton of Harrow and Marylebone, and widow of Captain W. Whitmore.  She died of fever of 8 September 
1818 at Swellendam in the Cape – she was 29 years of age and had no issue. In 1823, Thomas Brereton married 
Olivia Elizabeth Ross at St. Marylebone Church, London.  She was the younger daughter of the Hon. Hamilton 

 
35   A descendant of Benjamin indicates that he had three sisters and 4 brothers (the younger siblings Oscar, Alanso Woodrow, 

Evangeline, Lucille were named). According to this information Benjamin moved from Missouri to Oklahoma and the family farm 
is at Fort Still. Alonso had one son a Daniel Brereton. While this information is interesting it does not ’fit’ and it is my guess that 
the descendant is talking about Frederick not Benjamin. A number of Breretons can be found in a record of Salem Cemetery, Petti 
County Missouri: Delalis – Daniel Brereton (1867-1939); Ellen Dora Brereton (1847-1921); Everett M. Brereton (1891-1950); 
Fred E Brereton (1847-1951); Frederic (1844-1934) and Jack Brereton (1909-1923) 

36   Source: Slater’s National Commercial Directory of Ireland (by Burke) dated 1846. 
37   It is thought that Thomas was a beneficiary of the will of John Brereton of Ashgrove (will proved in 1788 and dated 1787); however, 

I am not certain at this time particularly as I can find no Coghlan. Also, he is related to General Robert Brereton of the New Abbey 
line.  

38   General Robert Brereton, Governor of St. Lucia was the  son of Major William Brereton who fought at Culloden was the  younger 
half-brother of Major-General Robert Brereton (1747-1818) of New Abbey, County Kildare (formerly 
of 30th and 63rd regiments).   
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Ross 39 (formerly of the 81st regiment and later a merchant at the Cape) and Catherine Elisabeth Van der Berg of 
Cape Town.  Mrs. Brereton died at 3:00 a.m., 14 Jan. 1829, at the Brereton House at Clifton-Woods, Bristol, leaving 
two daughters: 
 

Catherine Letitia Brereton born at Hambrook House, Winterburne, Gloucester 2 May 1826.   
She died on her 11th birthday on 2 May 1837 

 
Mary Sarah Coghlan Brereton, born 2 October 1828 and christened on 2 December 1828 in  

Clifton, Bristol Gloucester, England. She married Charles Hunter Hodgen  
of San Souci, Cape Town, South Africa. Charles was the son of Joseph Hodgen and  

Maria Johnanna Ross-Hodgen. Mary died 27 April 1893 (age 55 years) at Mickleham, Surrey, England. 
 
Note: Following the death of their parents, the children were raised by Thomas’s Uncle, Andrew 
Coghlan.   
 
As senior officer (on the spot) he had command of the troops quartered in the neighbourhood of Bristol 
at the outbreak of the Reform Riots in that city on Saturday, 29 Oct. 1831. According to some records, the 
Bristol Riots, known as the Political Reform Riot of 1831, have been called the worst riots that Bristol and 
possibly the entire country experienced. The following article concerning the Bristol Riots, written by 
William Hunt, can be found in the Dictionary of National Biography 1885-1900 Volume 6.  
 
BRERETON, THOMAS (1782–1832), lieutenant-colonel, was born in King's County, Ireland, on 4 May 1782. 
He went as a volunteer to the West Indies with his uncle, Captain Coghlan, in 1797, and received his commission 
as ensign in the 8th West India regiment in 1798, being promoted lieutenant 1800, and captain 1804. With the 
exception of a short term of service in Jersey in 1803-4, he appears to have remained in the West Indies until 1813, 
acting for a time as brigade-major to his relative, General Brereton, governor of St. Lucia, and being present at the 
capture of Martinique and Guadaloupe. In consequence of ill-health and of injuries received during a hurricane in 
1813, he returned that year to England invalided. In 1814 he was appointed lieutenant-governor of Senegal and 
Goree, and the next year was made lieutenant-colonel of the Royal African corps. In December 1816 he was again 
invalided, and returned to England. He was appointed to a command on the frontier of the Cape Colony in 1818, 
visited England in 1819, and commanded the Cape Town garrison until 1823. In the meanwhile, he had exchanged 
first into the 53rd regiment, afterwards into the Royal York Rangers, and in 1821 into the 49th regiment. On his 
final return to England he was appointed inspecting field officer of the Bristol recruiting district. As senior officer 
on the spot he had command of the troops quartered in the neighbourhood of Bristol at the outbreak of the Reform 
riots in that city on Saturday, 29 Oct. 1831. These troops were composed of a squadron of the 14th light dragoons 
and a troop of the 3rd dragoon guards. About five p.m. of 29 October, the mayor was forced to read the Riot Act, 
and Brereton was called on to bring his force at once into Bristol. During the half-hour that passed before his arrival 
the lower part of the mansion house was sacked. Brereton appears to have been ordered by the magistrates to clear 
the streets. Their orders, however, did not seem to him to warrant any forcible measures, and he ordered Captain 
Gage to disperse the mob without drawing swords or using any violence. Brereton endeavoured to bring the people 
to good humour, and came in from time to time to tell the magistrates that he had been shaking hands with them, 
and that they were gradually dispersing. As, on the contrary, the numbers and threatening aspect of the mob 
increased, at eleven p.m. he ordered Gage to clear the streets by force. The soldiers were badly pelted, and Gage asked 
the mayor to allow them to use their carbines to dislodge those who were pelting them from a distance. Brereton, 
however, thought this was unnecessary, and the request was refused. A soldier belonging to a troop of the 14th, 
detailed to protect the council house, shot a rioter who had struck him with a stone, and this added to the rage of the 
mob. The streets were, however, cleared by the sabers of the dragoons, and were kept free during the remainder of 
the night.  
 

 
39   Interestingly, a Thomas W. Brereton of Ross House County Clair married Anne Ross in 1897.  She was the daughter of John 

Ross. 
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On Sunday the riot broke out afresh, and the sack of the mansion house was completed. The 14th were fiercely 
attacked, and, as they had no orders to retaliate, the men suffered severely. Brereton ordered that they should leave 
Queen's Square, in which the mansion house stood, and that the 3rd dragoons should take their place. In obeying 
the order, they were so pressed by the rioters that they were forced to fire on them. Brereton, however, rode down 
from College Green to the square, and, it is said, assured the rioters that there should be no more firing, and that 
the 14th should be sent out of the city. On his applying to the magistrates to allow him to remove the 14th he was 
told that they would not agree to his doing so. Brereton, however, ordered them to Keynsham, declaring that if they 
were kept in Bristol every man would be sacrificed, and the troop of the 3rd dragoons was left alone to protect the 
city. The mob then broke open and set fire to the bridewell, the gaol, and the Gloucester county gaol, and released 
the prisoners. Meanwhile, Brereton ordered Cornet Kelson to go down to the city gaol, but on Kelson asking for 
orders said he had none to give, that he could find no magistrates to give him the authority he needed, and that no 
violence was to be used. During these proceedings the soldiers were in too small force to interfere with any effect, 
and it is said that Brereton went to bed for some hours. By midnight the bishop's palace, the mansion house, the 
custom house, and a large number of other buildings were destroyed. In the course of the night the Doddington 
yeomanry were brought into Bristol; but some difficulty having arisen as to their billets, Brereton told their captain 
that they could be of no use, and that if the people were let alone, they would be peaceable. Accordingly, the yeomanry 
returned to Doddington.  
 
Early in the morning of Monday Brereton went down to Queen's Square in company with Major Mackworth, and 
in his presence Mackworth and the 3rd dragoons charged and dispersed the crowd. Major Beckwith, of the 14th, 
now arrived from Gloucester, and, having brought back the division of the 14th previously sent away by Brereton, 
took the command of the cavalry, made repeated charges on the rioters, and restored some measure of security. 
 
On 4 Nov. the magistrates sent documents to Lord Melbourne and Lord Hill defending their own conduct during 
the riots, and laying much blame on Brereton, whom they accused of disregarding their orders, of forsaking his post, 
and of withdrawing the 14th from the city. In consequence of these charges a military commission was held to 
inquire into Brereton's conduct.  This was followed by a court-martial on him, which was opened at Bristol on 9 
Jan. 1832 by Sir Henry Fane as president. The substance of the eleven charges made against him was that he had 
been negligent and inactive; that he had not obeyed or supported the civil authority; that he had improperly 
withdrawn the 14th; that he had refused to give Cornet Kelson the needful orders, and had neglected to take 
advantage of the arrival of the yeomanry.  
 
On Friday, the fifth day of the trial, the proceedings were stopped by the news of Brereton's death: he had shot 
himself in his bed early that morning. The verdict at the inquest was that 'he died from a pistol-wound, inflicted on 
himself while under a fit of temporary derangement.' His unfortunate errors seem to have been the fruit of undecided 
character rather than of any deliberate neglect.  
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                ISSUE OF DAVID BRERETON OF KILLURIN AND ELEANOR (ODLUM)   
(continued) 

 
 

Note: Reference to Baptism Records 
for Richard Brereton, baptised 13 October 1765 and Sam Brereton born 20 June 1770 (not included in 
chart) where included Killeigh Parish COI Records. Parents identified as David and Elinor Brereton.  
 
1.4)  DR. JOSHUA BRERETON (1768-15 February 1825) – Great-great-great grandfather of the 
author Faye Brereton.  
John Brereton, in his history, identified  Dr. Joshua Brereton of Tullamore as a son of David Brereton 
of Killurin but I was unable to find any reference to Joshua until recently.  I found a reference to a Dr. 
Brereton of Tullamore as a subscriber to the first edition of a new series of contemplations titled ‘Roll 
of a  Tennis Ball through the Moral World.  There is also a reference to a Dr. Joshua Brereton in the 
Medical Registry, Prefect Home Counsel Members etc. dated 1783. He is listed under the heading’ 
Surgeons and Apothecaries’.  
 

1.4.1) Joshua J Brereton (1816-1881) married Mary Carslisle 
 

1.4.2) Ellen/Elinor Brereton (c. 1800- 5 January 1849) married Edward Pilkington, at Tullamore, on 1 
September 1818.  

 
1 4.3) Dr. David Brereton (1799-1861) married Margaret Vance  

NOTE:  
1) There was a notice in the 17 April 1878 Freemans Journal, Dublin, Republic of Ireland – only part visible on 
the record – that the daughter of Joshua Brereton, MD of Tullamore, Kings co. deceased,  sister of David Brereton 
MD of Dublin.  She died at the house of her father-in-Law of 8 Kenilworth Square and his wife Angeline. 

 
 
1.4.1) JOSHUA BRERETON of Mountmellick and Dublin (1816– 1881) married first, Mary Carlyle  
Joshua (known as John) left his home in County Laois/Queen’s to become a very successful 
bookseller at 49 Grafton Street, Dublin.  In 1844, he married Mary Carlyle and in the 1850 and 1857 
Census40 John Brereton and Mrs. Brereton were listed as living at 49 Grafton.   
 
Mrs. Brereton was shown as having a baby linen warehouse.  When John Brereton died his will 
identifies him as a publisher living at Fairfield, Sandymount, Dublin. They had issue: 

 

 
40    The 1862 Dublin Street Directory shows Mary and Reynold Walsh Confectioners at that address. 
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1.4.1.1) Dr. John Thomas Brereton (1848-1919) 
 

1.4.1.2) Emma Frances Brereton married George Ports 
 

John and Mary were buried at Mount Jerome Cemetery, Dublin – plot no. 1177.  The inscription on 
the monument: “Loving Memory of Mary the beloved wife of John Brereton of Grafton Street, died 12 
February 1850, age 32.  John Brereton of Grafton Road and Herbert Road, died 31 May 1881, aged 65 years.” 

 
There is a will, probated in 1881 – The Will of Joshua John (otherwise John) Brereton late of Fairfield, 
Sandymount, County Dublin. Publisher deceased who died 18 May 1881 at same place was proved at the 
Principal Registry by the oaths of Thomas Eustace Fannin, Publisher and John Casey Merchant both of 
Grafton Street Dublin the Executors. Effects £1,856 5s 10d 

 
1.4.1.1) DR. JOHN THOMAS BRERETON 
John Thomas Brereton (1848-1919) was a doctor who practiced at Leeds, England and later at 
Scarborough, England. He had issue:  

 
John George Brereton 

 
Mary Brereton who married Mr. Onions (who later changed his name to Runswick). 

 
NOTE: Interestingly there is a record of a Dr. John T. Brereton born 1849 in Dublin who married Maggie 
(nee Carson) Brereton born 1851 in New York.  They had issue Mary Brereton born 1870 and John 
Brereton born 1872 in Michigan, USA.  Dr. John T. Brereton is identified in the 1870 USA Census as 
living in Michigan (where the children were born) and in the 1875 Census he was living in McPherson, 
Kansas, USA. Given the birthplace and date of birth this would be a different John Brereton. 

 
1.4.1) JOSHUA (John) BRERETON of Grafton Street Dublin (1816–1881) married second, Esther 
Wakelin 
On 14 December 1850, following the death of his first wife in Dublin, John Brereton married Esther 
Wakelin of Prussia Street, Dublin (formerly Cabra Lane) at All Saints Church (Church of Ireland) 
in Grangegorman, Dublin. They had issue: 
  

1.4.1.3) Dr. Joshua George Brereton (1853 – 2 May 1902) married Elizabeth Kate Maguire 
 

1.4.1.4) William Robert Brereton 
 

1.4.1.5.)  Charles Adam Brereton (died while at Roasall) 
 

His half-siblings were children of Joshua’s 1st wife Mary Carlyle 
 

1.4.1.1) Dr. John Thomas Brereton (1848-1919) 
 

1.4.1.2) Emma Frances Brereton married George Ports 
 

In addition to his own five children Joshua had four wards in chancery (probably minors under the 
guardianship of the Court of Chancery). 

1.4.1.3) DR. JOSHUA GEORGE BRERETON (born c. 1853 – 31 May 190241) married Elizabeth 
(Bessie) Kate Maguire (born 1852) 
Joshua, a Dublin Medical Practitioner resided at #1 Herbert Road, Sandymount, Co. Dublin. He 
married Elizabeth Kate Maguire at Tower Hill Lodge, Dalkey, on 24 November, 1875. Their 

 
41     Notice of date in The London Gazette 
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marriage was reported in the Medical Press of the College in 1875: Brereton-Maguire – on the 25th 
at Dalkey - Dr. Joshua George Brereton, L.R.C.S.U, to Bessie youngest daughter of the late John 
MacGuire, Esq., of Tower Hill Lodge, Dalkey. 
 
Elizabeth Kate McGuire, born Dublin, in 1852, was the daughter of John Maguire (1813-1865) 
and Catherine Fletcher Maguire (1813 - 25 September 1897). Catherine was probably the 
daughter of Dr. Burr Fletcher who died in Nenagh, County Tipperary, 14 July 1847.  Her siblings 
were:  

Amy Maguire (1854-1940) 
 

Rosetta Scott McGuire (1845-1895) 
 

Mary Elizabeth Maguire who married Dr. Irving Scott (they served in China) 
 

John Burr Maguire (1855 – 1875) – unmarried 
 

William Robert Maguire (1842 Dublin -9 December 1923) an engineer and merchant who 
succeeded his father As Chair of McGuire and Sons Furnishing & Iron Mongering,  

10 Dawson Street, Dalkey 
 

 
 

William Robert McGuire, Dalkey and Dublin 
 
Bessie’s father John Maguire died at the age of 83 years and was buried in Mount Jerome 
Cemetery and Crematorium, Dublin (plot C5-3264).  
 
Dr. Joshua Brereton a member of Kings and Queens College, Dublin (roll number 1514) was 
admitted College of Physicians and Surgeons (Licentiate on 9 July 1873). He was also licensed 
in midwifery, in 1873.  Joshua became a Surgeon with the Imperial Maritime Customs, Chefoo 
China. Joshua and Elizabeth lived in Chefoo, from 1879 until 1884; moving to Newport, 
Shropshire, in 1888.  The 1901 Census identifies the following issue: 
 

Violet Kate Brereton (born 1880) married John Walter Pridmore 
 

Dorothy Rosetta Brereton (born 1891) married Solicitor, Maurice Woodman Emley,   
London, England  

 
Adam Charles Brereton, born 1884, died unmarried 

 
The 1891 Census indicates John and Bessie, were in a residence called Villa d’Este, George Street, 
Ryde, Isle of Wight and the 1901 Census of England identifies a Joshua G. Brereton of 
Hampshire. 
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Following is the notice of the probate of his Will in 24 June 1902 edition of the London Gazette: 
Notice is hereby given, that all creditors and other persons having any claim or demands against the estate 
of Joshua George Brereton, late of Villa D’Este, George Street, Rye, in the Isle of Wight, Physician and 
Surgeon, deceased (who died on the 31st day of May, 1902, and whose will was proved in the Principal 
Probate Registry of His Majesty’s High Court of Justice on the 18th day of June, 1902, after which date 
the said executor will proceed to distribute the assets of the said deceased amongst the persons entitled 
thereto, having regard only  to the claims and demands of which he shall then have had notice; and he will 
not be liable for the assets of the said deceased, or any part thereof, so distributed to any person or persons 
of whose claims or demands, he shall not then have had notice – Dated this 19th day of June, 1902.  
 
Alfred Dashwood 1, St. Thomas Street, Ryde, I. W. Solicitor for the said executor.  His only 
surviving executor was his brother-in-law, William Robert McGuire (1842-1923) – see above.   
 

 
 
In the 1875 Medical Record, there are four doctors identified: 
 
James Barry Brereton, 2 Church Avenue, Rathmines, Co. Dublin. Date of Registration 27 October 
1872;   Samuel Brereton of Cloghan House, Tullamore, Kings’ Co.  Date of Registration 20 July 1872; 
William Westropp Brereton, Clare Lodge, Oughterard, Co. Galway.  Date of Registration 17 
November 1866 and Joshua George Brereton, 1 Herbert Street, Sandymount, Co. Dublin 
 
1.4.1.4) WILLIAM ROBERT BRERETON  
The youngest son, William Robert Brereton immigrated to Canada to work for the Hudson Bay 
Trading Company buying furs from the Indians – one of whom he married; however, the author 
has found no record of any issue.  There is a note that William lost the use of his eye, which was 
damaged during a severe snow storm. 
 
The author has government documents of W. R. Brereton’s correspondence between himself 
and the Hudson Bay Company.  According to records of the Hudson Bay Company, William, 
from Sandymount Parish, Dublin, entered their service in October 1875. He was an apprentice 
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Clerk at Carlton Couse, Saskatchewan District from 1877 to 1879; next, he was Clerk in Charge 
at Victoria, Edmonton District; From 1881-82 he was at Jasper House; Lac St. Anne, Edmonton 
District; in 1883; Lac la Biche in 1884 and in 1888 he retired. He was appointed as a Justice of the 
Peace, Victoria on 14 February 1888. 
 
1.4.1.5) ADAM CHARLES (or Charles Adam) BRERETON  
Adam was born 3 February, 1884 at the British Consulate, Chefoo, San-Tung, China. 

 
1.4.2) ELINOR BRERETON (circa 1800 – 5 January 1849) married Edward Pilkington (died 1836)  
Elinor who married Edward Pilkington of Tullamore in 1818 died on 5 January 1849 at The 
Parsonage, Henbury, Cheshire, England.  An 1823 Election listing for Tullamore and 
neighbourhood identified an Edward Pilkington, Esq of High Street. They had issue: 

 
Edward Pilkington MD (born 1821) 

 
Henry Brereton Pilkington (born 1822) married Jane Grubb on 2 July 1850 in Clonmel, Tipperary  

 
David Pilkington (born 1823) died in Clonmel, Tipperary, in 1877 

 
1.2.2.1) Catherine Pilkington (born 1822) married Rev. John Hebden 

She died in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.  
 
1.4.2.1) CATHERINE PILKINGTON 
Catherine married Rev. John Hebden, of Dublin.  According to the Clerical Guide of 
Churchman’s Directory he was ordained a Deacon in 1841, a Priest in 1842 (by the Bishop of 
Chester) and a director incumbent of Heyhouses, Lancashire and also of Henbury Cheshire. In 
1851 Rev. Hebder became Rector of the Church of the Ascension in Hamilton and. In 1875 the 
3rd Canon of Christ’s Church Cathedral, Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 
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   GREAT-GREAT GRANDFATHER OF THE AUTHOR 
 
1.4.3) DR. DAVID BRERETON 42 AM, MD, Fellow of King and Queens College of Physicians of 
Ireland (1799 -2 November 1861) married Margaret Vance. 43 They were the great-great-grandparents of 
the author Faye Brereton. 
 
Initially the author was looking for a link to the Westropp Breretons because of the inclusion of the 
Westropp name in the offspring, however, once I found the following announcement in the 17 
April 1878 issue of Freeman’s Journal …daughter of Joshua Brereton M.D of Tullamore, deceased and 
sister of the late David Brereton, M.D. of this city (Dublin),I began to redirect my research. 
 
David’s wife Margaret Vance (identified as of 57 Harcourt Street, Dublin) was the daughter of Dr. 
James Vance (c. 1771 – 1831) of Summerhill, Dublin and Mary Ann Shaw-Vance. They were 
married in St. James, Dublin in 1799. Margaret was the granddaughter of Joseph Vance, distiller.  
According to the Medical Press, Margaret Vance-Brereton of 13 Harcourt Street died on 25 April 
1875 and is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Dublin. Her brother James Vance was Lord Mayor of 
Dublin from 1805-6; he was also Sheriff of Dublin at one time.   Additional information about 
Margaret’s family is provided on page 56. 
 
Records provided by the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland (6 Kildare Street, Dublin) identify 
David Brereton, born King’s County, who entered Trinity College as a pensioner on 6 February 
1815 (aged 16 years) having been privately schooled.  His father is identified as Joshua Brereton, 
Medicus. David received his AB in 1819 and his AM 1822 from Trinity College, Dublin. He also 
received an M.D. from Edinburgh University, in August 1820.  He wrote his dissertation titled 
’Dissertatio Medic inuguralis de utei haemorrhaglis; for the Faculty of Medicine – Abernath and Walker 
1820. 
 
There is a letter from Sir Wm. Cosack Smith, 2nd Baron of Irish Court of Exchequer, Newtown, 
Tullamore, Kings’ County (Offaly) dated 20 February 1823 to Henry Goulburn, Chief Secretary, 
Dublin Castle, concerning the case of Dr. David Brereton a young physician in Dublin and 
recommending him for appointment to the vacant post in the House of Industry, Dublin.44 

 

 
42  Great-great grandparents of the author:  Barbara Faye Brereton-Goodwin. The Cork Examiner noted the death of David: Dr. David 

Brereton, 61 years, 1861 -11-5. 
43   Note:  There is a record of Anna Brereton marrying David James Brereton at St. Peters Parish on 27 January 1820. No additional 

information has not been found at this time. 
44   The House of Industry was established by an act of Parliament in 1703.  It offered housing for beggars, vagabonds, deserted children 

under the age of eight, and the mentally insane. In 1773, the workhouse was reformed and split into a hospital for the mentally 
insane, a workhouse for the poor located in, and a foundling hospital to be primarily used for the safety and education of the admitted 
children. This foundling hospital took in deserted infants in Dublin but owing to abnormally high mortality rates (four out of five) 
the foundling hospital came under scrutiny and investigation. These investigations found strong evidence of malpractice directly 
responsible for the death of thousands of children. The House of Commons stopped allowing new admissions to the hospital in 1831 
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Excerpt of listing of Graduates of Trinity College, Dublin  

 
David was admitted Licentiate to Kings and Queens College of Physicians, Ireland on 12 August 
1826 and a Fellow on 27 October 1828. According to the roll number he was the 163rd person to be 
licenced by the College – now called the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland.  
 
He was Registrar of Kings and Queens College from 18 October 1829 until 1 October 1832. In 1831 
he is shown as residing at 19 Arran Quay, Dublin. 
 

 
 

Excerpt from Medical Journal 1860 
 
A visit to the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland library provided the following information:  
 
1) David was a Physician at the Sick Poor Institute on Meath Street, Dublin and in the Government 
Fever and Dysentery Hospital on Kevin St., Dublin. He was a Member of the Surgical Society of 
Ireland. 
2) The library includes a Heritage Collection which touches on medical, social, historical and 
personal events that have taken place over the last 250 years. The RCSI Heritage Collection is 
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housed in the Maxwell, Mercer St. Lower, Dublin 2, Ireland.  Dr. David Brereton appears in a 
number of articles in Irish newspapers of the day:  a few are included for interest. 
 
04 February 1857 Freeman’s Journals 
Titled:  Royal Irish Academy 
David Brereton MD - member as were Charles Benson, MD, Philip Beven, MD, Daniel Frederick 
Brady MD, Lord Chancellor etc. 
 

       30 September 1831 – Dublin Evening Mail 
Titled:  School of Physic in Ireland 
David Brereton, MD, Registrar to the College of Physicians, shown as signing a notice of medical 
courses to be held. 
 
01 May 1830 Freeman’s Journal – Dublin 
David Brereton, MD, Registrar to the College of Physicians, shown as signing notice regarding the 
School of Physics in Ireland: ‘The Professors in the School of Physics will deliver a course of CLINICAL 
LECTURES at Sir Patrick Dunn’s Hospital during the ensuing summer, commencing the 1st of May.’ The 
house of the daily visit at the hospital was noted as twelve o’clock and participants should apply 
to Dr. Crampton or Dr. Baker.  It was signed 26 April 1830.  A similar notice appeared in the 17 
April 1831 edition of the Dublin Evening Mail – Dublin. 
 
According to the Archivist at the College of Physicians, Dublin, a Registrar was elected to the 
position for a 1-year period, by the members of the College.  The year ran from 4 October.  David 
served a term as Archivist – his name is engraved on a plaque at the College. 
 
There were other mentions of Dr. David Brereton in the Freeman’s Journal of Dublin Evening Mail 
on 11 April 1831; 21 February 1832; 23 February 1831; 8 November 1833; 14 July 1856; 16 August 
1826; 24 January 1832 and 23 January 1830. In the 1842 and 1850 census records, David Brereton45 
is identified as an MD46 living at 17 York Street. His occupation, in various documents, including 
some baptismal records, also refers to him as Physicians, King’s and Laois/Queen’s College, 
Dublin.   
 

 
45   In 1842, David Brereton MD was also identified as a witness to the marriage of Maria Warren, Upper Abbey Street; quite 

possibly a   servant. 
46   Excerpt from the London literary gazette and journal of belles, letters, arts, sciences, etc.  
 School of Physic in Ireland. The Professors in the School of Physic will deliver a Course of Clinical Lectures, at Sir Patrick Dun's 

Hospital, during the ensuing Summer, commencing the 1st of Mar. Hour of the daily Visit at the Hospital l o'clock. For 
Particulars, apply to Dr. Crampton, or Dr. Barker. (Signed) David Brereton, M.D. April 26, 1830. Registrar to the College of 
Physicians.  
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Source - List of 1862 Wills 

 
 
The 1861 Edition of Dublin Directory  
Dr. David Brereton, M.D 13 Harcourt Street, Dublin 
Joshua Brereton, Chambers, 23 Dominick Street, Lower, Dublin 
 
By 1862 only Joshua is shown as living on Harcourt Street – David died that year. 

 
the Medical Times Gazette for 1861  
David Brereton of Harcourt Street, Dublin, MD University of Edinburgh, A.B. and A.M. Trinity 
College, Dublin LKQCP, Ireland (exam) I.M. Dublin lying – in – Hospital. He died age 61.  
 
1862 City Directory  
 Joshua is shown as living at 13 Harcourt Street, Dublin.  

 
Dublin Evening Mail, 4 November 1861 
Information about David’s death was published. His residence was Harcourt Street and his death 
occurring in the 62nd year of his age. He was buried in St. Peter’s Church cemetery 11 May 1861. 
 
One article describes the church as follows: St. Peter’s Church was located on Aungier Street, Dublin 
and dated from about the time of the Anglo-Norman Invasion. The 1st church stood north of the present site, 
near old St. Stephens on Stephen Street.  It was rebuilt on this site in 1680 and as it was before the Victorian 
building, it was a ‘T’ shaped building with an ‘N’ transept and galleries similar to the St. Kevin’s church 
but undistinguished but for its size.  From 1863 until 1867 it was rebuilt in the Gothic manner; the old walls 
of the Nave being retained by resurfacing. 
 
Dr. David’s Will was probated in 1961: The Will of David Brereton late of Harcourt Street in the City of 
Dublin M.D. deceased who died 2 November 1861 at same place was proved at the Principal Registry by the 
oath of Margaret Brereton of Harcourt Street aforesaid Widow of the deceased one of the Executors.  Effects 
under £100 pounds. 
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His son, Captain James Westropp Brereton, of Canada notes in his diaries ‘My Darling Father, died 
7 AM 2nd November 1861.’ 
 
1860 Edition of Thoms Almina: Breretons living in Dublin 
 
Dr. D. Brereton, A.M., M.D., F.K and Q.C.P.I at 13 Harcourt Street, Dublin 
J. Brereton, Cutpurse Row 
Joshua Brereton, Solicitor, 31 Dame Street Monta Vista, Dalkey, also 13 Harcourt Street, Dublin 
Dr. Joshua George Brereton, M.D. of Monta Vista Dalkey 
Wm. Brereton, agent and collector, 105 Leeson Street, Upper, Dublin 
W. H. Brereton, Esq., 3 Botanic View, Glasnevin, Dublin 
Wm. Westropp Brereton  
 
In this history, Dr. David Brereton is shown as living and/or working at Harcourt Street and York 
Street in Dublin.  Records from Griffith’s Valuation – this record dated 1853, identify David 
Brereton as both a land owner and tenant: 
 
David Brereton – tenant 
Rented a  townland  at York Street, St. Peter’s Parish, Dublin. Landowner – Rev. Edward Synge 
Rented properties on Main Street, Naas, Kildare.  Landowners – Duke of Leinster, Ecclesiastical 
 Comm; Richard Woods and William Woods. 
Rented a townland in Newtown, Kildare, Naas, Offaly. Landowner Rev. Sir Borrows 
Rented of property in Eliogarty, Templemore, Kiltillane, Tipperary, North Riding 
 
David Brereton – landlord 
Owned property in Naas, Kildare.  Tenant -  Thomas Cross 
Owned property on Blessington Street, St. Mary’s Parish, Dublin, north. Tenants Harriett and 
 Louisa Moore 
Owned properties in Shanacloon, Ballyshannon, Naas, Offaly, Kildare. Tenants: Owen  Guilfoyle; 
and Laurence Dempsey 
Owned property at Bishopsland. Tenant Eliza Mooney  
 
The properties outside St. Peter’s Parish, Dublin are all located in County of Kildare, Barony of East 
Offaly, Union of Naas.  
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FAMILY OF MARGARET (VANCE) BRERETON  
(Great-great-grandmother of the author, Faye Brereton-Goodwin) 

 
The Vance family originated in France; emigrating first to Scotland then settling in Donegal, Ireland, circa 
1617, when Rev. John Vauss/Vans was appointed to the parish of Kilmacrenan.  Rev. John died c. 
1661.His grandson, John Vance, later moved further south where he received a grant of land (under the 
Act of Settlement) in Coagh, Co. Tyrone. He held a number of properties including a brewery, a distillery 
and a Malthouse. He married a Miss Williamson and had issue. 
 
Following James Vance Senior's death, his property of 51 Summerhill, including its contents, was put 
up for auction by his son, Dr. James Vance of 8 Suffolk Street in October 1831.   He also put up for lease 
a new house at 27 Hardwicke Street and also a house at 65 Upper Dorset Street, Dublin.   
 
James Vance of 51 Summerhill, the eldest son of Joseph Vance of Cookstown and husband of Mary 
Anne Shaw, had six sons and four daughters: 
 

Joseph Vance who died aged 21 at Summerhill in July 1831. 
 

1) William Shaw Vance 
 

Thomas Shaw Vance. Born in Summerhill in 1801, he lived in Nassau Street.  
Thomas died at 20 Nassau Street, Dublin, in September 1852.   

In the 1847 street directory he was noted there as 'Vance, Thomas,  
foreign perfumery, hosiery and glove warehouse.' 

 
Dr James Vance, apothecary, 10 Suffolk Street, married  

Mary Alicia Courtenay in St. Thomas, Dublin  
on 24 August 1841. He died on 12th January 1875.  

On 13th September 1851, Mrs. Mary Alicia Vance, died as a result of an  
accidental fall from her bedroom window.  

She was 39 years of age and left four children.   
 

 Richard Ephraim Vance (8th June 1819 - 28th September 1880)  
lived with his brother, James Vance, at 10 Suffolk Street, Dublin. 

 
Rev. John George Vance, born 24 April 1814, of Manchester, Rector of St. Marys, Dublin,  

presided there at the 1837 wedding of his brother, William Shaw Vance.  
In 1841 he was living at Newchapel Glebe, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary  

but later served for 24 years as the rector of St. Michael's in Manchester, England 
 

Anna Maria Vance, eldest daughter of James Vance of Summerhill,  
died at Mountpleasant Square, Dublin,  on 21st November 1847.  

 
2)  Margaret Vance of 57 Harcourt Street, Dublin, married Dr. David Brereton.  

 
Jane Vance, died aged 17 at Summerhill, Dublin,  in February 1826. 

 
Susanna Vance born on 1st February 1811 

 
1)  WILLIAM SHAW VANCE 

William Shaw Vance, solicitor, married Margaret Conroy, the eldest daughter of John Conroy of 
Upper Dorset Street, in St. Mary's on October 1837. At the time of the marriage in 1837, William Shaw 
Vance was living at Hardwicke Street. They later moved to 37 Upper Dorset Street. William died in 
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Kilkenny of typhus, on 31 September 1847.  This was the time of the Great Famine and typhus was 
rife throughout the country.  William and Margaret had issue: 
 

John Vance born in June 1843, 
 

Thomas Shaw Vance born December 1844, 
 

Margaret Jane McDowell Vance born January 1846 
 

William Shaw Vance Junior born March 1848.  
 

Daughter who married Humphrey Bell of Bellmount (near Stewartstown, Co. Tyrone), 
 

Daughter who married a Mr. Smith of Dungannon 
 

A daughter who married Andrew Jackson of Magherafelt 
 - this couple emigrated to America and were the parents of Andrew Jackson 

 7th President of the United States.  
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ISSUE OF DR DAVID AND MARGARET BRERETON OF DUBLIN 

 
1.4.3.1) Joshua Brereton (died 7 November 1898)  

 
1.4.3.2) Katherine Louisa Brereton (11 June, 1837 – 14 January 1900) married first, Horatio Nelson 

Lawder of Aghamore House, Roscommon, Ireland and second, Thomas Ievers, Dingle,  
County Kerry   

 
1.4.3.3) Margaret (Madge) Emily Brereton (died 3 March, 1899) married Thomas Newnham Wright, 

Shanhill, City of Dublin on 14 August 1854  
 

1.4.3.4) Jemima Brereton (born 7 July, 1846)  
 

1.4.3.5) David Thomas Shane Vance47 Brereton (born 6 June, 1841) 
 

1.4.3.6) Susanne Jane48 Brereton (born 12 September, 1835) 
 

1.4.3.7) James Westropp Brereton (1830- 1911) Dublin Ireland and Canada  
married Ursula Harnett 

 

 
1.4.3.1)   JOSHUA H. BRERETON (died 7 November 1898)    
In the 1850 Dublin Census, Joshua Brereton was identified as a Solicitor living at 12 York Street, 
Dublin and in 1862, perhaps following his father’s death in 1861, he moved to 13 Harcourt Street 
and Monta Vesta, Dalkey. At that time, he is also shown as having chambers at 23 Lower 
Dominick Street, Dublin.  
 
Joshua is listed in King’s Inns Admission Papers (1607-1867) as the son of David MD, Dublin, 
under 17; ed. Dublin, affidavit by father, admitted, Hilary Term 1842. 
 
1850 Thom’s Irish Almanac and Official Directory with the Post Office, Dublin and County 
Directory:  

 
47   Vance – for Margaret’s family. 
48   Susanne and Jane were the names of sisters of Margaret Vance  
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Joshua Brereton is identified under Attorneys, Solicitors and Proctors as living and perhaps 
having his practice at 12 York Street, Dublin. Richard C. Harnett had a law practice at 14 Upper 
North Cumberland Street and Listowel. 
  
1874 Law Review  
Joshua is noted as being the solicitor having carriage of a sale of property at Upper Sackville Street, 
Dublin, Four Courts. His address was 13 Harcourt St. Dublin.  In Thom’s Irish Almanac and 
Official Directory with the Post Office, Dublin and County Directory 
 
February 28 1866 supplement to the London Gazette 
Joshua Brereton is shown as living on Harcourt Street and a Robert Brereton is shown as living 
at French Park, Roscommon. 
 
City Directory of 187049  
Joshua Brereton, Solicitor, Patrick Coll, Solicitor and Mrs. Brereton are listed at Harcourt Street 
as is Brereton & Coll, Solicitors (firm).  Coll is shown as having a residence at Aidsunnas, Dalkey. 
By 1880 his mother had died (25 April 1875) Joshua is the only resident of Harcourt Street– also 
the property at 12 York Street had become tenements. By1886, 13 Harcourt Street was vacant.  
 
Irish Law Times, Landed Estates Court, Feb 1816  
Two references: 
January 10: Joshua H Brereton, petitioner is shown selling a property. Estimated value, not stated. Also, 
on the 10th a J. H. Brereton is shown as the solicitor for a rental agreement for John A. Galbraith, owner 
of Tyrone.  
 
His brother James Westropp Brereton of Canada, noted in his diary: ‘My eldest and only brother, 
dear Joshua died suddenly in an omnibus in London 7 November 1898. Buried at Kensal Green Cemetery’.  
Joshua had been staying at the Constitutional Club50 in London at the time; one might assume 
that Joshua was visiting London, England at the time 
 
There is also reference to a Will dated 19 February 1903 that was witnessed by J. B or Wm. 
McLaren. This is particularly interesting because it was a firm of McLaren in Winnipeg, 
Canada who prepared his brother’s James Westropp Brereton’s will. The will went to 
probate in Dublin:  

 
49    Other Breretons listed in the 1870 City Directory included Captain William Robert Brereton of 55 Mount Pleasant Square; Mr. 

Brereton of 45 Mespel and John Brereton, Bootmaker of 13 Kings Inn Quay, Dublin. Also, in the 1901 Irish Census was the family 
of Henry Brereton, 77 years of age (born Wicklow) of 7 Mount Pleasant Parade, Dublin who married Jane 73 years of age (born 
Sligo) – they died prior to the 1911 census.  They had a daughter Elizabeth Brereton (aged 35 years in 1901) who was a dressmaker 
and Charles Brereton (30 years of age) a widower.  Charles had issue identified in the 1911 census Cecil Brereton 8 years of age), 
Eileen Brereton (age 6 years, William Brereton (aged 4 years) and Walter Brereton (aged 3 years) 

50  The Constitutional Club was a London gentlemen's club, now dissolved, which was established in 1883 and was disbanded in 
1979. Between 1886 and 1959 it had a distinctive red and yellow Victorian Neo-Gothic terracotta building at 28 Northumberland 
Avenue, off Trafalgar Square. The Club was closely aligned to the Conservative party, with members having to pledge support. 
The club was founded in anticipation of imminent franchise reform then being debated in parliament, which was eventually realised 
as the Representation of the People Act 1884. It was anticipated that as many more Conservative supporters would be given the 
vote, many would want to belong to a Conservative club. Existing Conservative clubs like the Carlton and the Junior Carlton 
feared that they would become inundated with membership applications from the new voters, so the Constitutional Club was 
founded with these new electors in mind. (The National Liberal Club, just around the corner from the Constitutional Club, was 
founded in 1882 with the same purpose in mind for the Liberal party, as the existing Liberal clubs, the Reform and the Devonshire, 
had been similarly oversubscribed.) The Constitutional Club's membership was originally limited to 6,500.Despite being avowedly 
non-political, P.G. Wodehouse was a member of the Constitutional Club, and was reputed to have considered it his favourite 
London club. Seven of his stories describe a fictitious Senior Conservative Club in Northumberland Avenue, with a similar décor 
to   the Constitutional, and which also features a Turkish bath, just like the Turkish bath found next door to the Constitutional. 
Like many other London clubs, the Constitutional experienced severe financial difficulties with the passing years. In 1959, they 
agreed to the demolition of the club. In 1979, its remaining members merged with the St Stephen's Club. 
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Joshua Brereton (87) 19 April. Administration (with the will) of the estate of Joshua Brereton formerly of 
13 Harcourt Street, Dublin late of  9 Topstone Road, Earlscourt, London Gentleman who died 7 
November 1898 at Paddington granted at Dublin to Suzanne J. Brereton, Spinster - Effect 150 pounds.  
Joshua had a sister Susanna Jane Brereton.  
 

 
ISSUE OF DAVID AND MARGARET BRERETON  

continues 

 
1.4.3.2) KATHERINE LOUISA BRERETON (11 June 1837 –14 January 1900) married first, 
Horatio Nelson Lawder of Aghamore House, Roscommon, Ireland, second, Thomas Ievers 
Katharine was born 11 June, 1837 and baptised at St. Peter’s Church on 24 June, 1837.  She is 
also been identified as living at 12 York Street, Dublin, in the St. Peter’s Church Records.   
 
On 10 February1875, she married widower, Horatio Nelson Lawder, Esq of Aghamore House51, 
Drenusua, County Roscommon, Ireland in St. Peter (COI), Dublin.  His occupation was shown 
as Solicitor.  John Vance and John Lawder were shown as witnesses for the marriage of 
Katherine and Horatio.  At the time of her marriage, her father David was identified as 
MDTCD.52 (Medical Doctor, Trinity College, Dublin). 
 
The Lawders were a Scottish family who came to Ireland in the late 16th century marrying into 
landed families in county Cavan. At least one John Lawder, was recorded as residing at 
Kiltubbrid, county Leitrim (in 1649).  There is also a reference to Bryan Lawder, a farmer of 
Tully, Parish of Elphin (in 1749) and to Christopher Lawder of Drumsna who married Priscilla 
Crozier, in 1761.  Their son John of Ashford had three sons:   

 
Christopher Hume Lawder 

 
Horatio Lawder- resident at Aghanore House, in Mohill parish,  

held 92 acres in county Leitrim and 443 acres in county Roscommon in the parish of Kilmore,  
Barony of Ballintober North. 

 
51  Agahmore refers to the county or area 
52   St. Peter record page 29, entry number 58, Record Identifier DC-CI-MA-57877 Image Filename d-45-3-26-0291802 
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Alonzo Lawder - married a granddaughter of Thomas McDermottroe  

and held lands in the parish of Kiltrustan of which he, his wife and  
his sisters-in-law were owners, Alonzo Lawder also held land in the parishes of  

Clonfinlough and Kitrustan, Barony of Roscommon at the time of Griffith's Valuation.  
At the time of Griffith's Valuation Christopher Lawder was residing at Tully,  

Parish of Kilmore, barony of Ballintober North. 
 
The Lawder family were also settled at Bonnybeg House in Mohill parish by the late 17th century. Mough 
(a townland in Fenagh Civil Parish) Co. Leitrim, Ireland was also associated with the family who later 
built Lawderdale in the same area. Several members of the family served as High Sheriffs of Leitrim, 
between the years, 1699-1853.  Edward Lawder "of Cloverhill" was identified as a resident gentleman of 
property in county Leitrim.  
 
The Reverend Matthew Lawder, resident at Gresson House, Swanlinbar, county Cavan, succeeded to the 
property in 1876 and is recorded as holding 802 acres in county Leitrim in his own right. He also held 
property in Cavan and Limerick. William Lawder of Lawderdale is recorded as a lessor of lands in the 
parish of Kilronan, barony of Boyle, at the time of Griffith's Valuation and in the 1870s his estate 
amounted to 3,748 acres. The representatives of Mrs W. A. Lawder of Flanker House, Drumsna, owned 
1,293 acres in county Leitrim in the 1870s. 
 
On 21 June 1882, Katherine Louise Brereton-Lawder married 2nd, Thomas Ievers, Clerk of the 
Dingle Union, Kerry at St. Mark Church, Dublin. At the time of her second marriage, Katherine 
lived at 13 Harcourt and the marriage took place at St. Mark’s. Witnesses to the marriage were 
John Meet and Joshua Brereton.  In the marriage record Blakeney Ivers, is shown as father of 
Thomas and David Brereton, MD as the father of Katherine.  
 
Katherine died in 1900 and was buried in the family vault at St. Michan’s Church, Dublin.  Her 
brother James Westropp Brereton notes in his diaries that ‘My sister Louisa Ievers died 14 January 
1900.  Interred in family vault, St. Michan’s Dublin’.  

 
 

ISSUE OF DAVID AND MARGARET BRERETON  
continues 
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1.4.3.2) MARGARET (Madge) EMILY BRERETON (died 3 March 1899) married Thomas 
Newnham Wright, of Shankill, Dublin  
Margaret, eldest daughter of David and Margaret also lived at 12 York Street, Dublin. She 
married merchant, Thomas Newnham Wright Esq. of Shankill 53 on 14 August, 1854. David 
Brereton MD, William Wright (father of the groom) and Charles Harrison were witnesses to the 
marriage.  The wedding was announced in the 14 August 1854 Dublin Evening Mail, noting that 
Thomas Newnham Wight, Esq – Hollywood, County Down to Margaret Emily (Brereton) eldest 
daughter of David Brereton, Esq. M.D. York street. While the article is not complete it appears 
that the Rev. John Vance (her uncle) officiated. 
 
Notice in the 15 August 1854 Freeman’s Journal, Dublin, Republic of Ireland 
August 12 in St. Peter’s Church, Thomas N. Wright, Esq. of Hollywood county Down to Margaret 
Emily, eldest daughter of David Brereton, Esq. M.D. of York Street.   

 
Joshua, Louisa and Margaret are all identified in their brother (Captain) James Westropp 
Brereton’s diaries.  James also notes that ‘My dearest Sister Madge (Margaret Emily Wright) died 3 
March 1899 in London.’ 
 
Note: Margaret may have married Ephram Dyson of 25 Stafford Street, Dublin, on 29 June 
1861 

 
 

ISSUE OF DAVID AND MARGARET BRERETON  
continues 

 
 
1.4.3.4) JEMIMA BRERETON (born 7 July, 1846)  
Jemima was born 7 July, 1846, and baptized at St. Peter’s, Dublin.  David Brereton MD is 
identified as her father on the baptism certificate and was a witness to her marriage. She was 
not identified by the Captain in his diaries; however, she could have been illegitimate or may 
have died before the family immigrated to Canada.  Her relationship to the Captain cannot be 
confirmed at this time.   However, there is a reference to John Montgomery Casement Mills (10 

 
53   Shankill is now a suburb of Dublin, Ireland, situated in the administrative area of Dún Laoghaire–Rathdown. Located in the 

south-east of County Dublin, close to the border with County Wicklow 
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February 1840 -?) eldest son of Henry Mills, Esq. and Mary McGildowney Casement who 
married Jemima Brereton, in 1867, in Madras, India.   
 
John was an editor of the Indian Law Reports (c. 1863-1867). He is recorded as having paid his 
subscription to the Red Hills Regatta races in Madras.  They had two sons born in Madras:  
Edmund David Mills, born 5 September 1869 and Henry John Mills, 7 November 1871.   
 
John Mills studied at Trinity College, Dublin and became a barrister and resided at 12 Hartwick 
Place, Dublin.  There is a listing of new barristers in the Cork Examiner, dated 31 October 1864 
and among the gentlemen to be called to the bar at the opening of the ensuring Michaelmas 
term is John Montgomery Casement Mills, A.B., Trinity College Dublin eldest son of Henry 
Mills of Upper Temple Street, a Dublin Solicitor. 
 
Note:  The following information is included because it references Canada and William is the 
son of David and Jemima Brereton – born Dublin.  It is for interest only. 
 
BRERETON, W. D., is Secretary and Treasurer of the Monmouth Pottery Company, which was 
organized in 1893, Wm. Hanna, President. They manufacture all kinds of stoneware, and all sizes from a 
two-ounce package to one of eighty gallons. The capacity of the plant is 6,000,000 gallons, the largest 
stoneware pottery in the country, and giving employment to 186 men. The area of the plant covers two 
blocks. The area of the main building is 256x80 feet, of which 160 feet is four stories high, and the 
remainder from two to five stories. The company was incorporated in 1892, and Mr. Brereton has been 
Secretary and Treasurer since its organization.  
 
He was born at Chatham, Province of Ontario, in 1855, the son of David and Jemima Brereton, both of 
whom were born in Dublin., Ireland. The father came to Canada while single and married there. He was 
a general surveyor and surveyed the Grand Trunk Railroad through Canada. He died in Chatham, 
Canada, in I860. The widow resides in Iowa. W. D. Brereton was reared to farm life in Canada, and 
educated in the district school, taught in a log school house, to which he walked a distance of two and one-
half miles. In 1872 he went to Burlington, Iowa, attended school there and later engaged in the grain 
business, removing thence to Monmouth in 1886, where he became connected with the Weir Plow 
Company until 1893. He was married in Monmouth, 16 December, 1886, to Miss Mary Hanna, born in 
Warren County, and daughter of William Hanna, one of the early prominent business men of Monmouth 
(see sketch), who died18 December, 1900, as the result of an accident. To Mr. Brereton and wife two 
children have been born: Mary, aged fourteen years, and William, aged ten years. At its organization in 
1893, the Monmouth Pottery Company had but one kiln; now they have fifteen, and the plant is growing 
each year. They shipped goods as far east as Detroit, Michigan, north to Winnipeg, south to Galveston 
and west to San Francisco and have also shipped to Honolulu. They have eight salesmen on the road. Mr. 
Brereton is one of the thorough, active business men of Monmouth. 
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ISSUE OF DAVID AND MARGARET BRERETON  
continues 

 

 
 

Issue of David and Margaret Brereton - continues 
 
1.4.3.5) DAVID THOMAS SHANE VANCE BRERETON (born 6 June, 1841) 
David was born 6 June, 1841 and baptized on 6 July, 1841.  While the name Vance would be 
referencing his mother’s maiden name, the additional of the name Shane is unusual. It is odd 
that David is not identified as a sibling in the Captain’s diaries however, this son may have died 
at a young age. 
 
1.4.3.6) SUSANNA JANE BRERETON (born 12 September, 1835 – 19 March 1909)  
In church records she is shown as being born 12 September, 1835 and baptised on 4 October 
1835. She was the daughter of David and Margaret of St. Peter’s Parish and was identified as 
living at 12 York Street, Dublin and a member of the Church of Ireland.  Again, this sibling was 
not identified by the Captain; however, she was the sole beneficiary in the will of her brother 
Joshua Brereton. Susanna died in 1909 at the age of 74 years; she resided at 10 Upper Mount 
Street, Dublin.  She was buried in St. Michan Church vault 
 

  

Dr. David Brereton of Dublin 

Joshua
Brereton 
(1.4.3.1)

Katherine 
Louise Brereton 

married 
1) Horatio 

Nelson Lawder
2) Thomas 

Ievers
(1.4.3.3)

Margaret 
Emily 

Brereton m. 
Thomas 

Newnham 
Wright
(1.4.3.2)

Jemima 
Brereton 
(1.4.3.4)

David 
Thomas 

Shane Vance 
Brereton
(1.4.3.5)

Susanna 
Jane 

Brereton
(1.4.3.6)

Capt James 
Westropp 

Brereton m. 
Ursula Harnett

(1.4.3.7)

Married Margaret Vance



                                              English and Irish Ancestors of Faye Brereton-Goodwin                                          Page  64  of 102 

 

 
 

Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin – April  2020 -update May 2021 
 Email:   contact@breretonhistory.ca and website: breretonhistory.ca 

ISSUE OF DAVID AND MARGARET BRERETON  
continues 

 
 
1.4.3.7) CAPTAIN JAMES WESTROPP BRERETON (28 January 1830 – 9 February 1911) married 
Ursula Caroline Elizabeth Harnett54 (7 January 1842 – 9 January 1943) .  (Great- grandparents of author, 
Faye Brereton).  
 
James was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1830. The use of the given name Westropp (Captain James 
Westropp Brereton) is still an enigma, and may be the result of marriages between the Brereton 
and Odlum families including one between Helen Brereton, sister of Arthur Brereton of 
Ballyadams (married Eliza Westropp) and Richard Odlum. Further as Dr. David and his family 
were members of Church of Ireland, St. Peter’s Parish (church records from St. Peter’s Parish, 
Dublin confirmed details also contained in the bible and diaries of David and Margaret’s son, 
Captain James Westropp Brereton) as were the family of William Westropp Brereton55 there 
may still be a close link between the two families. 
 
James is listed in King’s Inns Admission Papers (1607-1867) as son of David MD, Dublin, born 28 
January 1830; ed. Dublin; affidavit by father (admitted ) Michaelmas Term, 1846. 
 
In 1864 James married Ursula Caroline Elizabeth Harnett daughter of Richard Creagh Harnett, 
a Limerick solicitor and Robina Lambert Forbes56  of Listowel. The weddings took place in 
Listowel.  James was 34 years of age at the time of their marriage and Ursula was 22 years of 
age. At this time, I have not found any reference to prior marriage, however given James age it 
is possible. 
 

 
54   Additional information about Ursula and her family can be found in the author’s separate history of Captain James Westropp 

Brereton. 
55  Other Breretons identified as members of St. Peter’s Church, Dublin: 
 William Westropp Brereton, 109 Lower Baggot Street (son of Ralph Westropp Brereton) who married Geraldine Kean, 116 Lower 

Baggot Street, on 8 September 1838. 
 James Barry Brereton, Esquire, of Ferry Hill Durham (son of Ralph Westropp Brereton) who married Elizabeth Jones on 6 March, 

1872. 
56  Robina has been shown to have lived at # 10 The Square, Listowel, Kerry, Ireland. According to Captain James Brereton’s diaries 

– even after Ursula divorced James, he often sent letters to Mr. R. C. Harnett of Listowel, County Kerry, Ireland – from his home 
in Kenora, Ontario.  
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While in Ireland James (a solicitor who did not practice that profession) was a sub-inspector 
with the Royal Irish Constabulary and served in Limerick.  I have included information about 
the Royal Irish Establishment as an appendix to this document.  
 
The following new information was provided to the author by Jim Herlihy who has written a 
history of the Royal Irish Constabulary (1816-1922) and the Dublin Metropolitan Police (1836-
1925). He is currently compiling a history of the Irish Revenue Police (1836-1857). 
 
The Times - 27 August 1839 
Captain Stewart Drummond appointed Deputy Chief Inspector of Revenue Police and Col. Brereton is 
the Inspector General. James Westropp Brereton, was a Sub-Inspector in the (Royal) Irish 
Constabulary. 
According to Jim, James Westropp Brereton; RIC 17979; LDS 2097/202 was born 1830, County 
Dublin, the son of Dr. David Brereton (1800-1861) and Margaret; served an apprenticeship as an 
attorney and a solicitor but never practiced; married on 10/11/1864, (Listowel Registrar's 
District, vol. 20, p. 278), at Listowel, County Kerry, Ursula Caroline Elizabeth (1841-25/1/1941), 
eldest daughter of Richard Creagh Harnett, Esq., solicitor, Listowel, County Kerry (Cork 
Examiner 16/11/1864); Ursula later divorced and remarried a Lionel Arthur Smallwood on 
2/6/1888 and died in Royal Leamington Spa, England in 1911; son, James William Henry, born 
on 21/2/1868 at Bantry, County Cork (Bantry Registrar's District, vol. 10, p. 33), (Cork Examiner 
26/2/1868); James was promoted 3rd Class Sub Inspector 25/7/1854; received an approbation 
on 30/6/1869 for very praiseworthy exertions in extinguishing a fire; dismissed 2/4/1870; 
appointed Dominion Commissioner of Police on 20/12/1878, Ontario, Canada; died 1911 in 
Canada. 
 
According to a Co. Kerry, Borough Directory, dated 1862 James Brereton, Esq. was a 
Constabulary Officer, Sub Inspection Station, Listowel, Kerry, Ireland. 
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CAPTAIN JAMES BRERETON and FAMILY 
IMMIGRATE TO CANADA, in 1878 

 
In 1876, James, Ursula and children decided to immigrate to Canada57. They arrived in Montreal, in the 
Province of Quebec, Canada on 15 July, 1876 (15 months in Montreal, Quebec); then moving west to  
Toronto (Lambton Mills County of York) Ontario, Canada on 18 October, 1877. They remained in Toronto 
until 1878, when the Captain received his commission 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SOURCE: PUBLIC ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES, CANADA  
 Sir John A. Macdonald Papers, Volume 353 

 
 
 

 
57  At the time there were a few Breretons in Quebec, Canada, including Arthur Brereton of County Kings  
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DOMINION COMMISSIONER OF POLICE58 APPOINTMENT IN 1878 
CAPTAIN JAMES WESTROPP BRERETON 

 
On 20 December, 1878, the Marquis of Lorne, Governor-General of Canada, officially appointed Captain 
Brereton a Dominion Commissioner of Police. A document confirming this appointment, housed in the 
National Archives, Ottawa, Ontario, is worded as follows: 
 
Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith 
 
To Captain James Westropp Brereton of Lambton Mills, in the County of York, in the Province of Ontario, in our 
Dominion of Canada and to all to whom this presents shall come. 
 
Greetings, 
Know you, that reposing trust and confidence in the loyalty, integrity and ability of you, the said James Westropp 
Brereton, we, by and with the advice of Our Privy Council for Canada and under and by virtue of the powers vested 
in Us by the Act of Parliament of Canada, passed in the Thirty-first year of Our Reign, Chaptered Seventy-three 
and entitled An Act respecting Police of Canada do hereby nominate and appoint you, the said James Westropp 
Brereton to be and Act as Commissioner of Police within the provinces of Ontario and Manitoba, in Our Dominion 
of Canada. To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said Office until you, the said James Westropp Brereton, with all 
and the powers, rights, authority, privileges, profits, emoluments and advantages unto the said Office of right and 
by Law appertaining during pleasure. In Testimony Whereof we have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent 
and the Great Seal of Canada to be hereunto affixed.  Witness Our Right Trusty and Well-Beloved Councilor Sir 
John Douglas Sutherland Campbell (commonly called the Marquis of Lorne) Knight of Our Most Ancient and Most 
Noble Order of the Thistle, the Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, 
Governor General of Canada and Vice Admiral of the same. At Our Government House, in Our City of Ottawa, 
this Twentieth day of December in the year of Our Lord, One Thousand eight hundred and Seventy-eight, and in 
the forty-second year of Our Reign. 

 
58   The author Faye Brereton-Goodwin has copies of the commission as well as his homestead communications, land title document, 

etc. 



                                              English and Irish Ancestors of Faye Brereton-Goodwin                                          Page  69  of 102 

 

 
 

Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin – April  2020 -update May 2021 
 Email:   contact@breretonhistory.ca and website: breretonhistory.ca 

 
 



                                              English and Irish Ancestors of Faye Brereton-Goodwin                                          Page  70  of 102 

 

 
 

Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin – April  2020 -update May 2021 
 Email:   contact@breretonhistory.ca and website: breretonhistory.ca 

 
Formal Document  
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Once he received the documentation59 (which is housed in the Canadian National Archives) the Breretons 
continued their journey westward arriving in Detroit, Michigan, United States of America on 26 March, 
1878 and in Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. on 27 March, 1878.  In his diaries60 the Captain noted that while in 
Chicago he attended St. James Church where Reverend S. Harris officiated. He also noted that he was 
confirmed by Bishop McLaren on 14 April, 1878.  They finally arrived in Winnipeg, Manitoba on April 
13, 187961.  Note – he would have been 49 years of age and Ursula was 37. The children would have been 14, 13, 11 
and 5 years of age. 
 
The family had travelled to western Canada so that James could assume his commission as Dominion 
Commissioner of Police within the provinces of Ontario and Manitoba. This district encompassed the 
territory from Winnipeg to Eagle River.62 He was the first Magistrate in Rat Portage, a position he held 
until the settlement of the boundary dispute in 1884, when Rat Portage went to Ontario. At that time 
Captain Brereton, being a Conservative, resigned and Mr. Lyons was appointed by the then Liberal 
Government. 
 
What an impact the huge landscape of Canada must have had on the family. They arrived in the 
Winnipeg area when the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway (a dream of Canadian Prime Minister, 
Sir John A. Macdonald to bring a transcontinental rail link joining the nation from coast to coast) was 
fully underway in that part of the country.    
 
The children would have been 14, 13, 11 and 5 years of age. The land where Captain and Mrs. Brereton 
settled was a 42.830-acre site, described as part of section 17, township 10, range 17, east of the principal 
meridian, bounded by the shore of Cross Lake and on the south by the road allowance between sections 
8 and 17. The site is now part of the * Provincial Park in Northern Manitoba. The property fronts on South 
Cross Lake and backs onto the C.P.R. (Canadian Pacific Railway) line, which was opened in 1883.  This 
site, protected within the Whiteshell Provincial Park, remains much as it would have when the Breretons 
moved there in 1880. Access to the Brereton homestead (which is now devoid of any of the original 
structures) is gained by canoe from Caddy Lake along the Cross Lake narrows and through a rock tunnel 
under the C.P.R. rail line. The land can be seen via ‘google’. The original settlement was probably very 
small but by virtue of its location on the new transcontinental railroad Captain and Mrs. Brereton seemed 
to have many visitors – and travelled often to Winnipeg. 
 
Note: There are wonderful photos of the area on the Whitshell Province Park website – under canoe trips.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
59   Source – Provincial Manitoba Gazette – May 10  contains the following appointment: To be a  commissioner of police for all the 

territory within the municipality of Rat Portage and for the territory alongside of the Pacific Railway in disputed and extending 
for a quarter of a mile on side of the railway otherwise known as the Canadian Pacific -  magisterial and to have all the powers 
assigned to a commissioner of police in virtue of the Act 47 2 -  James Westropp Brereton of the Municipality of Rat Portage. 

60   Captain’s diaries and bibles are housed in the Glenbow Archives, Calgary, Alberta. They were provided by Alice Brereton-James, 
granddaughter of James Westropp Brereton, and are on loan to the Glenbow. There is a total cache of 9 volumes and 1 file folder. 

61   According to Henderson's Gazetteer and Directory of Manitoba and the Northwest, 1884, Captain Brereton, Police Magistrate, 
resided at Cross Lake which was situated on the main line of the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR), 94 miles east of Winnipeg and 
40 miles west of Rat Portage. There is also a listing under the heading Police Magistrates for James Brereton as magistrate for the 
county of Varennes, also as magistrate, Rat Portage. 

62   This was subsequently reduced to the country between Rat Portage and Winnipeg. 
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The rail stretch through Whiteshell was the last bit of construction on the Precambrian Shield before it tapers into 
the first prairie level. Its completion marked a big step in the mammoth task, which challenged the resources of the 
young country of Canada’63.  

 
 
 

 
Map showing Cross Lake and Rat Portage  

   
 As far as can be determined, a minimum of 500 men elected to take their pay and the free ride to Winnipeg; it may 
have been as high as 700 or 800, or half of the force employed by Whitehead. A large number left the province 
altogether, either by boat (via the Red River) or by train (via the recently completed Pembina branch), and some 
were said to have left by foot along the Dawson route. That in itself remains a considerable commentary on the 
working conditions and the relations between the employer and workers. There was, stated the Free Press 
subsequently, "a great loss in the number of men who left the country ... and the injury to the reputation of our 
public works and our contractors." The troops remained until 13 May, when they returned to Winnipeg. 

 

 
63   “The Last Spike,” by Canadian author Pierre Burton. 
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Faye standing on the Captain’s land at Cross Lake, 
now part of the Whiteshell Provincial Park, Manitoba 

 
 
 

 

 
 

‘Google Map’ view which includes the parcel owned by Captain James Westropp Brereton, Cross Lake, Manitoba, 
 

Identifies site 
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Map Showing Cross Lake (Rat Portage to the right and Winnipeg on the far-left side of map). It also identified the CPR Line 
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Captain’s Application for a Homestead 
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1st page of Land Claims Application  
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When the line between Winnipeg and Fort William opened in 1883, Captain Brereton probably witnessed 
the event in person. A second line was constructed twenty-five years later. It became known as the  
Canadian National Railway).  Both railroads encountered similar difficulties at Cross Lake.  The swamp 
lined lake seemed bottomless and vast amounts of fill had to be obtained to build up the high grades.  
Tunnels were blasted through solid rock to facilitate the flow of water.  
 
While the site was remote, there were visitors to Cross Lake as noted in the Captain’s diary, dated 4 
November 1880 indicated ‘got telegram from Schreiber at 7:30 P.M. asking for bed for Sir Charles Tupper, (who 
was a Federal Cabinet Minister from 1878-1884 and later Prime Minister of Canada)’.  Sir Charles arrived at 
about 8:30 P.M. and they all went to bed at about 2:10 A.M.  – The Captain being “much pleased.” The next 
day, Friday, 5 November 1880 Sir Charles Tupper, Schreiber and Jarvis had breakfast, then Mrs. Brereton 
and the Captain went with Sir Charles to Selkirk - up the Red River in a tug and on to Winnipeg.  The 
Breretons stayed at the Queen’s Hotel and Sir Charles at Government House. That evening they attended 
a banquet.   
 



                                              English and Irish Ancestors of Faye Brereton-Goodwin                                          Page  81  of 102 

 

 
 

Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin – April  2020 -update May 2021 
 Email:   contact@breretonhistory.ca and website: breretonhistory.ca 

The Captain writes that Mrs. Brereton and the Schreibers dressed at the Queens – he dressed with 
Leacock.  On Sunday, 7 November, the Captain and Mrs. Brereton dined at Government House with Sir 
Charles Tupper and the next day the party went to Portage La Prairie where they stopped at Mr. 
Garland's for another banquet.  On the return journey to Winnipeg Captain Brereton asked Mrs. Brereton 
to drive with him if she did not drive with Sir Charles. However, she drove with Mr. Pratt ‘contrary to my 
wish as people were talking of him’. It appears that their relationship was deteriorating at this time. When 
the Captain returned to Cross Lake from Winnipeg, it was reported to him that whiskey was coming 
freely into Cross Lake and that there was a quantity of it at Whitemouth - where the cooks in camp were 
drunk and that the men could not get their ‘meals in consequence.’  When Captain Brereton went to 
Whitemouth,64 where according to Schreiber who had wired him, lawlessness, drunkenness and larceny 
were going on, he found John McDonald had been cut with a razor behind the left ear and in the face by 
John Duffy, but would give no information.  He spent some days in Whitemouth and was told in presence 
of his wife that he should ‘take care of his own life’, at Whitemouth.  He returned from Whitemouth at 7 
P.M. on 5 January 1881. He received notification from Schreiber that his pay was raised from $1,000 to 
$1,200 effective 1 July. He wrote to Schreiber regarding railway pass, handcuffs and log hut or shanty at 
Whitemouth.  A letter was also sent to Minister of Justice on same subject. One of his diaries contains a 
list of whiskey peddlers at Cross Lake and vicinity; a form for the appointment of constable; a form for 
the delivery of prisoners and a registry of marriages performed by Captain Brereton.  
 
A 17 January 1880 notation, concerns a trip to Winnipeg where he arranged for son David to enter St. 
John's College; he also purchased appropriate clothing for Dave. Later he wrote of David travelling with 
H. H. Smith to Winnipeg enroute to St. James College. As was his custom during trips to Winnipeg, at 
this period of his life, the Captain stayed with Thomas Spence, Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, at his 
St. Boniface home65.   
 
The means of transportation in the Captain's time were many and varied.  The proximity of Cross Lake 
to Lake of the Woods led to the use of many types of water craft and all these are mentioned in his diaries 
- canoe, tub, four-oared gig, a bicycle boat, sail boats, yachts and ‘The Kenora’, a stream boat.  There was 
of course, the Canadian Pacific Railway and the attendant handcar as well as the more primitive forms 
of locomotion: walking, dog teams and snowshoes.  While he was still at Cross Lake, the Captain noted 
that he made a road through the deep snow on snowshoes so that an ox could haul wood.   
 
Along with the Captain's diaries (which are housed in the Glenbow Museum, in Calgary) are a number 
of bibles owned by Captain James Brereton. The following is written in the front of one bible: 

 
The Hermitage, Brereton Point 1901 

 
If Thou are borrowed by a friend; 

Right welcome shall he be; 
To read, to study, not to lend; 

But to return to me. 
 

Not that imparted knowledge doth; 
Diminish learning's store; 

But books, I find, if often lent; 
Return to me no more. 

 
Read slowly, pause frequently 

 
64   Whitemouth was a small town located on the C.P.R. between Winnipeg and Rat Portage. 
65   Most information has been found in Captain Brereton’s diaries (Glenbow Museum, Calgary) 
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Think seriously, keep clean; 
Return duly with the corners 

of the leaves not 
turned down. 

 
Attributed to his father D. Brereton, M.D. 

 
 

 
Page from his bible – with comments about his siblings and his children 

 
Other entries in his diary included: 
 
- In an entry dated 8 March, 1880, the Captain writes that Lucius Seth Huntington, Member of 
Parliament for Sheffield, Quebec and J. H. E. Secretan, engineer, head of CPR survey parties on the 
prairies ‘arrived at 7:30 o'clock P.M. for a pow-wow’. A 12 March, 1880 entry shows that he sent memoranda 
to Collingwood Schreiber Esq. (government engineer-in-chief for the C.P.R. after 1880) relating to getting 
the trains to start from Cross Lake and the trains from the West to land passengers at Cross Lake.  
 
On 21 March 1880, a Divine Service was held at Rideout's Hotel, Cross Lake but the following Sunday, 
Easter prayers were said at the Brereton home, which was usually the case. (note: the Rideout’s Hotel is 
mentioned in the Manitoba Free Press, January 6, 1880 edition) 
 
- The day following Easter, the men in the Western Division of 15 struck work for their back pay 
and the men in the Eastern Division were threatening to do likewise. 
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- In the 1880's Captain Brereton wrote about calling on Reverend O. Fortin, Rector of Holy Trinity 
Church and a member of the Council of St. John's College, Winnipeg, Col. W. Osborne Smith, Managing 
Director of Winnipeg Waterworks and James Isbester, a contractor from Port Arthur.  
 
- The Captain was involved with numerous and diversified legal cases including those dealing with 
horse stealing, dog killing, theft of cut firewood, unlawfully pulling down and carrying away a stable 
and part of a dwelling house. However, the greatest number of cases by far dealt with the illegal 
possession of intoxicating liquor.  Apparently, the Captain himself was not above suspicion in this regard 
as at one point he was obliged to open his satchel to prove to Archibald McDonald ‘that nothing of the 
kind was therein’. 
 
- One of his cases involved three women, Rosetta Gagnon, Eliza Adams and Mrs. Geraghty ‘having 
illegal possession of intoxicating liquor’. The ladies (Gagnon and Adams) were tried in Rat Portage.  Adams 
absconded but Gagnon was fined $150 and costs and was imprisoned in Winnipeg.  In this connection, 
Captain Brereton was served with a summons to show cause why he convicted prisoners in Keewatin 
and sent them to be imprisoned in Winnipeg gaol.  Upon appealing to the Minister of Justice he was 
advised to ‘Take instructions from the Lt. Governor re Keewatin prisoners.’  The outcome of this appeal was 
to the effect that the Minister of Justice ruled there was ‘no authority to send prisoners to Winnipeg gaol (jail), 
prisoners discharged.’  

 
In July 1883, a correspondent at the Winnipeg Sun reported that ‘Dominion Commissioner McCabe with two 
policemen, Ontario Magistrate with twenty-five policemen and Stipendiary Magistrate (Captain J. W. Brereton) 
with fifteen policemen acting on behalf of Manitoba have been arresting each other all day, and the people have been 
siding with one party and some with another, to the imminent danger of the peace and loss of life.’ 
 
Note: At this time, pre-1884 – there was a boundary dispute between Ontario and Manitoba as to who 
would have control of the Canadian headwaters of Lake Superior and things became heated. 
 
The idea was to see who had jurisdiction by enforcing the law.  There were two magistrates and two 
jailors on both sides of the new provincial boundary.  
 
The following is an excerpt from the ‘Autobiography of Captain Charles Henry Cates – ‘When one or other 
would make an arrest, if the other was strong enough they would take the prisoner and sometimes the office too and 
lock them up…there was Judge Lyons of Ontario and Judge Brereton of Manitoba.  
 
According to a dairy entry on 27 February, 1889, Captain Brereton received a letter from ‘Hay, Member of 
Parliament’ stating that bad reports had been received to the effect that he had frequently been seen drunk, 
or very much the worse for liquor.  The next day he was requested by letter to present himself at the office 
of W. C. Jennings, E.C., at Rat Portage, complete with Commission books, letters, etc. and also with him 
the men who acted as his constables on that occasion.  Charges were preferred against him by John 
Sydney O'Brien, but later withdrawn. 
 
Other cases that the Captain noted in his diaries involved a defendant having plaintiff's canoe in his 
possession; a Patrick Murphy (identified as a visitor) who had his nose and right ear bit off by John 
Halpin. A Métis woman by the name of Eliza Cameron brought a charge of assault against Wm. Tail, who 
was arrested, fined $20 including costs. Another notation referred to charges laid for a freight shed 
containing a quantity of intoxicating ‘aqua’. A warrant was issued; a search revealed two barrels of liquor, 
which were seized and analyzed.  They were found to contain alcohol, oil of vitriol and water and 
destroyed in the presence of one of the doctors completing the analysis. 
 
Captain Brereton also performed marriage ceremonies including one joining Hugh Faloney to a widow 
Johanna Christien from Iceland. The same day he destroyed two ten-gallon kegs of whiskey at Paddy's 
House.  Apparently, he took a sample of each and thought one was watered!  
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As was his habit, Captain Brereton listed people with whom he corresponded, also his accounts payable 
and receivable.  In his diary for 1888, he shows a receivable owing from District Paymaster, Army Pay 
Office, Halifax, Nova Scotia – One Pensioner at X Lake – Private James May No. 220 – Royal Canadian 
Rifles, Quarterly Pension: 3 pounds, 4 shillings and 8 pence. He also listed as ‘Payables’:  a toboggan. 
 
His diaries were not limited to legal cases but also contained interesting information about family life. In 
one early April notation he mentioned that Mrs. Brereton, David and Ina had arrived at Canada Pacific 
Hotel in Winnipeg having travelled from Toronto. In July David accompanied him to Deception to try 
some cases. (Note: there is no additional information about Deception – while he may have been 
referencing Deception Bay – which is in Nunavit near the mouth Hudson’s Bay – and the site of a ford, 
it would have involved a long voyage by sea.)  
 
During the time period August to September 1880 the Captain made numerous references to son Dick 
posting letters to Mrs. Brereton. We can assume that Mrs. Brereton was in Winnipeg because he does 
mention in his diaries that Mrs. Brereton was away in Winnipeg and vicinity after the departure of their 
maid, Eliza Jane Bamforth.  While she was away, he wrote that son Dick and daughter Ina helped with 
the preparation of food and referring to himself as the ‘bottle washer.’   
 
There is also a notation in the diaries concerning the appointment of Captain Brereton as Postmaster at 
Cross Lake, 24 April 1890. However, the appointment was not without problems.  S. MacKay, refused to 
allow him behind the counter to look after letters until H. N. Ruttan, Post Master and Justice of the Peace 
told him to interfere with either letters or property of the Post Office ‘at his peril’.  The Captain remained 
in the post until the Post Office closed on 31 May 1898, due to the Canadian Pacific Railway refusing to 
stop for the mail at ‘Brereton’. 
 
During this period of time the Captain also spoke of a Mr. Smallwood returning to Cross Lake.  It appears 
that Smallwood was resident in the area, had dealings and travelled with the Captain.  The author of this 
history has assumed that this Mr. Smallwood is the same person that later travelled with Mrs. Brereton 
in the United States when she applied for her divorce.   
 
Although he seldom mentioned the weather, he did note in his diary that the fall of 1880 was unusually 
cold and the winter brutal. In fact, he reported that on 17 October 1880 a basin of water froze in his room 
as the temperature dropped to minus 30 degrees.   
 
Captain Brereton was also the first Magistrate in Rat Portage; a position he held until the settlement of 
the boundary dispute in 1884, when the municipality of Rat Portage went to Ontario.  At that time 
Captain Brereton, being a Conservative, resigned and Mr. Lyons was appointed by the then Liberal 
Government. Rat Portage was a wild place at that time, as described in Pierre Berton’s book "The Last 
Spike"66 - “the one really permanent town along the half-constructed line and by far the largest was Rat Portage on 
Lake of the Woods.  With true chamber of commerce fervour, it called itself the Future Sarasota of America".  A less 
subjective description was provided by a correspondent of the Winnipeg Times in the summer of 1880.  "For some 
time now, the railway works in the vicinity of Rat Portage have been besieged by a lot of scoundrels whose only 
avocation seems to be gambling and trading in illicit whiskey and the state of degradation was, if anything, 
intensified by the appearance, in the wake of these blacklegs, of a number of the demi-monde with whom these 
numerous desperadoes held high carnival at all hours of the day or night." 
 
The Town of Rat Portage, in the words of another observer67, seemed to have been 'laid out on designs 
made by a colony of muskrats. Shanties and tents were built or pitched wherever the owners fancied and 
without reference to streets or roadways.  As a result, the streets were run between the houses as an 
afterthought so that there was nothing resembling a straight thoroughfare in town. With a floating 

 
66  The Last Spike, by Pierre Berton was published in 1974 by The Canadian Publishers, McClelland and Stewart Limited. 
67  Quoted in ’The Last Spike’ 
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population sometimes bordering on three thousand, the community was headquarters for Section B. The 
expense of the administration was borne by the contractors, who built the jail and organized the police 
force.  All fines, however, went to the government.  Between April and November of 1880, six thousand 
dollars was collected in fines.  The convictions - highway robbery, larceny, burglary, assault, selling illicit 
whiskey, and prostitution - give a fair picture of Rat Portage as a frontier town’ Rat Portage was 
approximately 40 miles from Cross Lake. Berton wrote: ‘With both the contractors and government in the 
law business, a state of near anarchy prevailed.  At one point the company constable, O'Keefe, seized four barrels 
of illicit liquor but instead of destroying it took it back to his rooms and proceeded to treat his many friends.  He 
was hauled before the stipendiary magistrate who fined him for having intoxicating liquor in his possession.  
O'Keefe paid the fine and then as soon as the magistrate left the bench arrested him for having liquor in his 
possession, an act he was perfectly entitled to perform since he was himself a policeman.  When he popped the 
protesting magistrate into jail, a new magistrate had to be appointed to act in his place.  When that was done a 
hearing was held and the new magistrate fined the old magistrate one hundred dollars.  In the end the local 
government remitted both fines.’68 
 
‘‘In 1880 Rat Portage was easily the roughest town in Canada; eight hundred gallons of illegal liquor poured into 
town every month, hidden in oatmeal and bean sacks or disguised as barrels of coal oil.  So profitable was the 
business that there was a whiskey peddler for every thirty residents.  Here on a smaller and more primitive scale 
was foreshadowed all the anarchy of a later prohibition period in the United States - the same gun-toting mobsters, 
corrupt officials, and harassed police.  One bloody incident in the summer of 1880, involving two whiskey traders 
named Dan Harrington and Jim Mitchell, had all the elements of a western gun battle. 
 
Harrington and Mitchell had in 1878 worked on a steam drift for Joseph Whitehead but they soon abandoned that 
toil for the more lucrative trade.  In the winter of 1879-80, a warrant was issued for their arrest at Cross Lake, 
but when the constable tried to serve it, the two beat him brutally and escaped to Rat Portage where the 
stipendiary magistrate, F.W. Bent was in their pay.  The two men gave themselves up to Bent who fined them a 
token fifty dollars and then gave them a written discharge to prevent further interference from officials at Cross 
Lake. ‘ 69 
 
Although Cross Lake, Rat Portage and other small settlements must have been very primitive and rough, 
as mentioned earlier the Breretons made frequent trips to a very much more cultivated and genteel 
lifestyle in Winnipeg where they attended meetings and dinners with various government officials 
including Sir Charles Tupper, Canadian Prime Minister. However, she must have found life in the "wilds" 
of Canada not to her liking for in April 1888; the Captain was advised by letter, from Yankton, Dakota70 
that Mrs. Brereton had been granted a divorce.  The Captain received a letter from Mrs. Brereton on 18 
July 1888 that she had married Lionel C. Smallwood, on Tuesday 2 June, 1888 at Holy Trinity Church, 
Jersey City, U. S. A., by Rev. S. Rice.  Lionel Arthur Smallwood was born in 1856, in Bitchfield, 
Staffordshire, England.  He died in March 1933, in Warwick, Warwickshire, England. 
     
An 18 August 1897 diary entry noted: ‘Wife deserted me, Brereton Point’.  The only other reference to Mrs. 
Brereton in the Captain's diaries is on February 14th at the time of her birthday. He wrote ‘a friend speaks 
of having seen Mrs. Captain Brereton alias Smallwood in Calgary’ and there was a notation that she was ‘a 
very fine woman.’  
 
Unfortunately, there are no photos from the time of Ursula and James, Brereton- apparently all was lost 
in a fire at the home of son David and his wife Margaret Brereton. The only items are a set of 6 Brereton 
spoons (with the crest) dating from 1835 - at least one was made by David Pontifax. Grandma Smallwood 
gave the spoons to the author's father Albert (Bert) Brereton when he was stationed in Britain during 
WWII. The author also has a Brereton ring with a Queen Victoria setting which Great Grandmother 

 
68  Quoted in ’The Last Spike’ by Canadian author Pierre Burton 
69  Quoted in ’The Last Spike’ by Canadian author Pierre Burton 
70  Ursula Caroline E. Brereton was granted a divorce on 08/09/1887 in Yankton, South Dakota.  She identified her place of birth as 

Ireland.  Source.  South Dakota Historic Society (sdhistory.org) 
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(Brereton) Smallwood sent during the war.  In her letter, Grandma Smallwood indicated that the ring 
was 300 years old (in 1940s).  
 
After Ursula left the Captain continued to live at Cross Lake, in a building he referred to as ‘Lake View 
Lodge’, for 25 years before he applied for ownership by way of an Application for a Homestead Entry by an 
Agent, filed in 1907 with the Dominion Lands Office, in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  The affidavit, provided by 
an Agent in support of Brereton’s Claim, states that Brereton was a person who had "bona fide settled 
and made improvements upon land in advance of survey". It shows that John B. McLaren did: 
‘solemnly swear that James Westropp Brereton for whom I am acting herein is over eighteen years of age; that to 
the best of my knowledge and belief the land in respect of which application is made is of the call open for homestead 
entry; that the said James Westropp Brereton became resident upon and began to cultivate the said land, about 25 
years ago, before the same was surveyed, that he had resided upon and cultivated the said land in conformity with 
the requirements of the homestead provisions of the Dominion Lands law since, that there is no other person 
resident, or claiming, or having improvements upon it, and that this application is made for his exclusive use and 
benefit, with the intention of his residing upon and cultivating the said land, and not directly or indirectly for the 
use or benefit of any other person or persons whomsoever and that he has not heretofore obtained an entry for a 
homestead on Dominion Lands. 
 
Subscribed and sworn to, this 20th day of April 1907’ 
 
On his application, Captain Brereton indicated that he was a Retired Stipendiary Magistrate, living in 
Kenora, Ontario, was 77 years of age, Irish born - English descent, from Dublin, Ireland.  The land in 
question was said to be in section 17, township 10, range 17, east of the principal meridian and to be 
bound on the north by the shore of Cross Lake and on the south by the road allowance between sections 
8 and 17.  The land claim of Captain Brereton's was approved and in fact, when the author visited the 
land titles office in Winnipeg the land was still shown to be in his name although it is now within the 
‘’Whiteshell Provincial Park’’.  The land transfer or title, held in the National Archives, in Ottawa shows 
that James Westropp Brereton of Kenora, in the Province of Ontario, in Our Dominion of Canada received 
the land on May 23, 1907. This document contains the following:    
 
..."Now Know Ye, that by these Presents We do grant, convey and assure, unto the said James Westropp Brereton, 
his heirs and assigns forever, all those Parcels or Tracts of Land, situate, lying and being in the Tenth Township in 
the Seventeenth Range East of the principal Meridian in the province of Manitoba.  Firstly, all those portions of the 
South half of Section Seventeen of the said Township which lie to the South of Cross Lake, as shown upon a map or 
plan of Survey of said Section Seventeen signed by Edmund Seager, Dominion Land Surveyor on the 16th day of 
November A.D 1906, approved and confirmed at Ottawa on the 6th day of May “ 
 
The Deed to the property is recorded as: in the Department of the Interior, the 23 May 1907, (Liber 257 
Folio 191) by the Registrar of Dominion Lands Patents: To have and to hold the said parcels or tracts of 
Land unto the said James Westropp Brereton his heirs and assigns forever…..Given under the Great Seal 
of Canada: Witness Charles Jerome Jones, Esquire a Companion of Our Imperial Service Order. 
(Governor General of Canada). 

 
Tax Record Showing Land Title - Still in the Captain’s name 

 
When Faye Brereton-Goodwin and her husband Bob visited the Brereton homestead in the 1980’s (about 
one hundred years after her great-grandparents arrived) there were no visible signs of buildings that 
were constructed during the life of Captain Brereton.  In fact, the lake and surrounding area appears 
pristine, uninhabited and are difficult to access. There is also the very beautiful lake ‘Brereton Lake’ 
within the Whiteshell Provincial Park (near the Canadian Pacific Rail line.  It was named in 1882 for the 
Captain. There is a campsite on the lake and several private summer cottages. 
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Captain Brereton appears to have led a relatively busy life.  He speaks in his diaries about three houses 
at Cross Lake, which he kept in good repair and rented for the summers.  His own home, Lake View 
Lodge was also rented on occasion.  Aside from his ‘carpentering, painting, paperhanging and cleaning’, he 
prepared and gathered firewood, mended and laundered his clothes, gardened and even planted 
mignonette and nasturtiums.  He spoke of drawing water from the lake to water the garden and in winter 
shoveling snow and chopping a hole in the ice in order to get water from the lake.  He made his own 
bread, collected furs and feathers from the Indians to send to the Hudson Bay Company and at times, 
even made new feather pillows.  It appears Captain Brereton also doctored to the Indians, visiting them 
at their wigwams to take them medicine.  He also held Divine Service ‘morning and evening’ on Sunday.  
In spite of all this activity he had time for recreation, reading, maintaining a great correspondence with 
many friends, shooting, fishing, boating and visiting with friends both at home and away.  He also flew 
his flag at half-mast when persons of note died. 
 
Captain Brereton remained in Canada, living at Cross Lake for some time, travelling regularly to 
Winnipeg to see friends and carry out business – and also to Rat Portage (now Kenora, Ontario).  A notice 
appearing in Henderson's Gazetteer and Directory of Manitoba and the Northwest, for 1889, listed the 
Captain as the sole inhabitant of Cross Lake.  Around this time, he also noted that his son David left to 
work as a chainman on the rail survey crew and that Harry and Dick were located somewhere in the area 
and visited the Captain on a regular basis. 
 

Captain’s Properties in Kenora 
 
He acquired property in Rat Portage and lived there from sometime in the 1890’s.  There were 6 
properties, located on the lake at ‘Brereton Point’ 
 

# 1 Drummond Cottage; 4 Rooms – 2 Story – 10 x 22 Feet 
 

# 2 Boscobel Cottage; 5 rooms – 2 story- 16 x 32 Feet 
 

# 3 Maude Cottage; 6 Rooms + Hall, 1 storey: 28 x 32 Feet (lot 5, Parcel 1440, 
 originally 187, Location 155P, Coney Island. 

 
# 4 Lot 5, Parcel 1440 originally 187 – Location 155P Coney Island. 

 
# 5 Pioneer House comprised of 6 Rooms - 22 x 30 Feet 

 
# 6 The Hermitage; 3 Rooms and Stone House - 14 x 30 

 
A Stone House built outside kitchen door of Hermitage 

 
Boathouse, Wharf and Arbour. 

 
 In his 1903 diary he listed the name of his insurance company and all the policies related to the cottages and other 
property he owned; also wrote about shingling the boathouse. 
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Photocopied page from Captain James Westropp’s Diary 
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Photo of Coney Island – Lake of the Woods – from google.com/images (light gray area) 
Light area to the right is Kenora (Rat Portage) 
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Excerpt from the book ‘Through the Kenora Gateway’ and the copy right is identified as Kenora, Ontario: 
Bilko Press, 1981.  
 
The author has been advised that at one time the cottage on the island was referred to as Joseph Monette’s 
Cottage as it was though that his was the first house built there. It is just north of the “narrows which is 
now referred to as Cameron Point, named for W.G. Cameron whose big house is on the Mainland at the 
point where the floating bridge crosses to Coney. 
 
In his 1903 diary he listed the name of his insurance company and all the policies related to the cottages 
and other property he owned; also wrote about shingling the boathouse 
     
The Captain often noted attending luncheons, writing and receiving letters and also many visitors. In the 
late 1880’s when he was living mainly at Brereton Point, he commented on the weather, the lake, walks 
or trips in his boat ‘The Francis’ into town (Rat Portage). While in town he often stayed at the Russell 
Hotel picking up his cleaning, supplies etc. – and visiting his many friends. From his expenditures that 
are noted in all of his diaries it appears that he had sufficient income to enjoy his life. His companions in 
later life were a dog named Nell and a black cat. 
 
In his Diaries for 1890 and 1891 he listed some of the people he regularly contacted, including his son, 
James Henry (Harry) Brereton and his wife Maude Brereton and Van Horne. The list is included to 
demonstrate the scope of his correspondence – while living in a very remote area of Canada and to, 
perhaps provide a connection for other families looking for connections. 
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Province of Alberta, Canada 
David Leslie Brereton of Gleichen, Alberta 
Miss Robina Brereton, Gleichen (daughter)  
Master Leslie Brereton, Gleichen (son of D. L. Brereton) 
Dr. S. Farrell of Holden 
 
Province of Ontario, Canada 
Mrs. J. C. Mills c/o Post Office Port Arthur  
A, F. Byers of Gananoque 
A. P. Cornell, M. D of Gravenhurst, Ontario (his name is noted with regard to the Canadian 
Ornithology Association)  
Lt. Col and Brigade Major J. W. Lewis at Box 705 Brockville (also Box 295) – Note: Listed in the 
Canadian Almanac, 1891 as being in Militia List, District Staff, Province of Ontario – District 4 
headquarters, Kingston, Ontario 
Rev. A. L. Fortin, Rector of St. Albans Church, Rat Portage 
Major John Maughan 13 Wellington St., E. Toronto 
J. A. Keefer at Box 1580 Port Arthur 
W. D. Coate (Druggist) of Rat Portage 
R. J. Cole and Wm. H. Clark (Merchants), Keewatin 
Mrs. A. Thurber at Box 112, Keewatin  
Geo V. Hastings (Lake of the Woods Milling Co), Keewatin 
H. H. Elfick, at Post Office Box 157. ‘The Cottage’ in Haileybury  
Mrs. A. M. Hay, Haileybury also c/o King Edward Hotel, Toronto 
Right Rev. Maurice Scollard Baldwin71, Bishop of Huron (who the Captain wrote ‘my old friend 
when I was living in Montreal’) 
Province of Manitoba, Canada 
B. McLaren, at Morden 
Mrs. J. B. McLaren, at Mayfair Avenue, Winnipeg,  
J. A. Wade at 110 Kennedy Street, Winnipeg 
Honorable Vereker at 5 N. St. Georges Street, Ireland and of Rat Portage 
Wm. Roberts and Co at 3 McDermott Street, Winnipeg 
McKenzie and Mills (Wholesale Grocer) at the corner of King and Alexander St., Winnipeg  
J. R. Gowler (Grocer) at Disraeli St, Winnipeg  
W. Perret (Watch Maker) at Marie St, Winnipeg 
W. D. Pettigrew and County (Hardware Store) at 528 Main Street, Winnipeg  
W. Roberts and Co at 454 Marie St., Winnipeg – T & B 

 
71   BALDWIN, MAURICE SCOLLARD, (1836-1904)  MA DD, Church of England clergyman, bishop, and author; b. 

21 June 1836, in Toronto, fourth son of John Spread Baldwin and Anne Shaw; m. first 4 Sept. 186, in St Thomas, 
Upper Canada, Maria Ermatinger (d. 1863), and they had a daughter; m. secondly 21 April 1870, Sarah Jessie Day, 
and they had three daughters and a son; d. 19 Oct. 1904, in London, Ontario (while still in office as Bishop of 
Huron).Maurice Scollard Baldwin was related to two prominent Toronto families: his maternal grandfather was Æneas 
Shaw*, William Warren Baldwin* and Augustus Warren Baldwin* were uncles, and Robert Baldwin* was a cousin. 
He was educated in Toronto at Upper Canada College and at Trinity College (BA 1859, MA 1862, DD 1882), where 
his predilection for Methodist-style cottage meetings and salvation sermons raised eyebrows. Because of his 
evangelicalism he was reportedly refused ordination by Bishop John Strachan* of Toronto. Baldwin began his 
professional ministry instead in the diocese of Huron, in the southwest part of the province, one of the energetic, 
evangelical clergy with whom Bishop Benjamin Cronyn* surrounded himself. Cronyn ordained him deacon in 1860 
and priest in 1861, and appointed him curate of St Thomas’ Church in St Thomas (1860–62). Baldwin served 
incumbencies at Port Dover (1862–63, 1864–65) and Port Stanley (1863–64) before being called to Montreal. As rector 
of St Luke’s, Montreal (1865–70), he built a reputation as the city’s greatest Anglophone preacher. Next called to Christ 
Church Cathedral (junior curate 1870–72, rector 1872–83, dean 1882–83), he was at the centre of controversy in 1874 
when he resisted Bishop Ashton Oxenden*’s assertion of Episcopal rights over the cathedral. In the end, Baldwin helped 
negotiate the “Montreal agreement,” which defined the boundaries between the jurisdictions of the bishop and the 
cathedral’s congregation. 
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J. M Perkins (Store where Brereton purchased seeds) at 24 Main Street, Winnipeg  
Turnbull and McManus (Sash and Door Makers) in Winnipeg 
E. Marston of Winnipeg 
Mrs. R. G. Perose at 125 Yale Avenue, Winnipeg 
Louie Maluish?    
Dr. Mathison at 3251/2 Portage Avenue, Winnipeg 
 
Province of British Columbia, Canada 
E. S. Young at Kamloops, B. C. 
 
Province of Saskatchewan, Canada 
Mrs. R. J. Preston at Yorkton, Saskatchewan 
Mrs. T. F. Patterson at 218 8th Avenue, Saskatoon – also of Moose Jaw 
Mrs. H. M. Patterson at 111 Fairford, Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan and Lake Louise, Chalet, Logan, British 
Columbia 
Mrs. R. J. Preston of Southerland, Saskatchewan 
 
Province of Quebec, Canada 
James Taylor at 241 Bleury Street, Montreal 
B. Laurence Opticians at 246 St. James Street, Montreal 
 
United States of America 
Miss J. Carter of Seattle, Washington 
S. C. Biggs at 28 East 4th Street, St. Paul, Minnesota 
D. Fornier of St. Paul and Duluth Ry, Hinchley Pine County, Minnesota  
Mrs. M. Brereton, 8 Lavalle Street, Rochester, New York & 348 Jefferson Avenue, Rochester, NY 
Mrs. F. M. Brereton, 348 Jefferson Avenue, Rochester, New York & 8 Lasalle Street, Rochester) 
Mrs. A. Thurber c/o Mrs. Hugh? Browns Hotel, Rochester, Minnesota 
 
Ireland 
G. Brereton at 90 Ranelagh Road, County Dublin  
Miss Brereton at McGowan Terrace, Dublin. Records show an Elizabeth Margretta Brereton living at 9 
McGowan Terrace in 1890.  She was also identified as of Blundell Sands, Liverpool and Ranelagh 
County Dublin, Ireland 
Mrs. R. C. Harnett of Listowel County Kerry (his mother-in-law) 
Mrs. Ievers of Dingle, County Kerry (his sister) 
Mrs. Wight of Rarelagh County, Dublin (his sister) 
Mrs. Mills 
Honorable Vereber at 5 N. St. Georges Street  
 
Scotland 
Dr. Herbert H. Ashdown, 3 Nth Charlotte Street, Edinburgh, Scotland 
 
England 
Joshua Brereton at the Constitutional Club Northumberland Avenue, London 
J. A. Beckette of Oulton Tarporley, Cheshire 
A. A. Delonge at 2 Princess Mansions, Victoria St. South-west London 
 
At this time the Captain appears to not venture far from Winnipeg and Rat Portage; however, he 
remained aware of events outside his world via contact with friends and relatives in many parts of 
Canada and the British Isles.  
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There are few notes concerning his son Dick, however he did mention Dick having been home in the 
entry for 1 January 1892 and we know that the Captain’s sons Harry and (Richard) Dick Brereton lived 
in the vicinity of the Captain’s homestead, at least in the 1880’s for the Captain mentioned that on 24 
March 1888, ‘Darling Harry’ arrived from Rat Portage and spent Christmas with him.  Harry visited him 
again on 14 January 1889, when they played draughts, chess and backgammon. At that time, it appears 
Harry was living in Whitemouth (gateway to the present Whiteshell Provincial Park). The Captain 
addressed correspondence to Harry as c/o W. W. McLeod, Postmaster of Whitemouth. Harry celebrated 
his 21st birthday on 21 February 1889. Harry was visiting again in January, 1890 and the Captain noted 
that he and Harry spent ‘lovely days’ together, watching an eclipse, going for walks, clearing brush, 
playing cards etc.    
 
It appeared that he was also in regular contact with other members of his family.  On February 1, 1889 
the Captain received a letter from his brother, Joshua Brereton and throughout his diaries he commented 
on his ongoing correspondence with his sister, Maude Brereton who was in Ireland. He also appears to 
have received a number of newspapers including British ones – he had a clipping about a boat race 
between Cambridge and Oxford included in one diary.     
 
During the years 1880 to 1910 the Captain heard from son David on a regular basis, receiving gifts, 
newspapers etc. During this period Captain Brereton married once again; following quite a lengthy 
courtship and many letters – a least two a week, and ‘much difficulty in mailing them’.  His lady was 
Hannah Francis Lucas, (who was presumably a widow as she had a son Edward).   
 
It appears that Hannah was a resident of the area since the Captain noted, in his 1888 diary, having had 
tea for the first time with Mrs. Lucas in Rat Portage. Hannah and the Captain were married 7 September 
1892, and the marriage lasted until this Mrs. Lucas - Brereton left for England on 13 September 1902 
(Hannah died 25 October 1907). 
 
On 1 September 1902 Mrs. H. F. (Hannah) Brereton signed Deed baring Dower on any property in the 
presence of Edward Lucas and William Boston Towers, Barrister of this Town (Rat Portage).  The 
property noted, was Parcel 187, Location 155 P, Coney Island. Other property was also released of Dower 
and Registree. There is a record dated, 18 October 1895, referencing Mrs. Lucas-Brereton: 
 
Herbert Williams, 34, H.B. CO (possibly Hudson’s Bay Company) clerk, Devon England, Rat Portage, s/o Joseph 
& Elizabeth, married Agnes Sarah Lucas, 25, Bristol England, Rat Portage, d/o Hannah & Frances, witness: 
Hannah F. Brereton & James M. King, 12 Aug 1895 at Rat Portage. 
 
In 1898 to 1901 he mentioned that he was ‘all alone’ and the tone of his diary shows him to appear a little 
depressed.  He did, however, visit Winnipeg regularly staying at the Clarendon Hotel – visited with 
Major and Mrs. Stout. His life as reported in his diaries at the turn of the century (1900-1903) as was his 
habit, included a lot of correspondence, including Wm. Appleyard, Secretary, National Children’s 
Hospital, the Harcourt’s in Dublin and many notations about sister Maude. In fact, Maude visited the 
Captain on 9 August 1900, apparently staying in Winnipeg. On 7 July 7 1903, he “Packed up silver tea set 
in a box to send by express to Maude Brereton, in care of J. Owen, Bridgeburg, Ontario.”  
 
It appears he continued to travel to Winnipeg – on Friday 11 December 1902, noting that he had returned 
from Winnipeg – bringing with him $209.00, studs for cuffs and collar and new glasses.  In his diary there 
is a newspaper clipping ‘Capt. Brereton left yesterday for Rat Portage having been on a visit with Mr. and Mrs. 
J. B. McLaren, Maplehurst, Mayfair Avenue (Winnipeg) ‘.  Mr. McLaren was Captain Brereton’s lawyer.  On 
Saturday he noted sending and receiving a letter from Lillie – Box 315.  
 
Again, on February 25, 1903 he noted arriving in Winnipeg and going to the Clarendon Hotel…again his 
visit was noted in the Winnipeg Free Press ‘Captain Brereton, of Rat Portage is in the city for a few days staying 
at the Clarendon’ – again he visited the McLaren’s. His notation for Saturday, 29 February 1903, was ‘J. B. 
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McLaren, Barrister, Winnipeg made my last Will and Testament for me. The Will, which was witnessed by him 
and his nephew Wm. McLaren, was left with the lawyer to keep for the Captain.’ 
 
By May 1, 1903 he was mentioning his failing health. The Doctor instructed him to move into town (Rat 
Portage (now Kenora, Ontario) from Brereton Point and to hire someone to cook for him.  Richard Ralph 
Westropp Brereton celebrated his 37th Birthday on 14 September 1903.  He also mentioned sending his 
boating photograph to son David that year – David (Leslie) was 38 on 3 August, 1903. He continued to 
row to town, to follow British horse racing events and to read a great deal, listing books he had read 
during the year. He attended St. Albans Church, Kenora; the Minister was Rev. A. L. Fortier. 
 
On his 80th birthday, 28 January 1910, he had been a resident of St. Joseph’s Hospital, Kenora for about 6 
years. He regularly sent and received telegrams from son Dave during his time in St. Joseph’s. At 
Christmas, 1910, he listed all the presents he received, including ones from Mrs. R. F. Brereton, Honorable 
Verbeker, J. McLaren, Elfrick etc. The following is part of an excerpt in his diary:  ‘Thank God I am 80 years 
old today and spent a most enjoyable time of it. My old and valued friend Fred Cardiff (sic) was the first to appear 
with a lovely cake with J.W.B, aged 80 years on the top in print letters’. The Captain goes on to list people who 
visited and some of the gifts. Visitors included Father O’Dwyer with whom he played cribbage; Sister 
Geoffrey is also mentioned. The following notice appeared in the newspaper. 

Passed the Four Score Mark” (1830-28 January 1911) 
 
Capt. Brereton is a very proud man today having attained his 80th birthday.  He was the first magistrate in Rat 
Portage, being appointed Dominion Commissioner of Police in 1878 by the then Governor-General, Marquis of 
Lorne.  Capt. Brereton’s original district covered from Winnipeg to Eagle River but this was subsequently reduced 
to the country between here and Winnipeg and a Mr. Bent appointed to the eastern division.  Bent left suddenly 
and a Mr. McCabe was appointed. Malcolm McKenzie, a policeman brought serious charges against Mr. McCabe, 
which were tried before Capt. Brereton.  He however, did not like to adjudicate upon a case against a brother 
magistrate and sent the minute of the investigation to Sir Charles Tupper the then minister of railways and canals.  
McCabe was dismissed and Capt. Brereton instructed to assume his duties. Subsequently Mayor Oliver took a 
petition from the citizens of Rat Portage to have Capt. Brereton appointed magistrate for the town, which was 
granted, and which position he held until the boundary question was settled in the fall of 1881, on which occasion 
Rat Portage went into the Province of Ontario.  Capt. Brereton being a Conservative, resigned and Mr. Lyons was 
appointed by the then Liberal government.  Mr. Lyons died some time afterwards and Mr. James Robinson was 
appointed.  He was succeeded by Mr. A. More and about a year ago Mr. A. McLennan, the present magistrate, 
was appointed 
 
On September 6, 1883, at dinner in his honour, the citizens of Rat Portage, presented the Captain with a 
gold-headed cane, inscribed “Presented to Capt. James Westropp Brereton by the citizens of Rat Portage as a 
token of esteem, September 6th, 1883.” The Captain’s great-grandson, David Albert Brereton, of Goderich, 
Ontario has the cane. 
 
“The Captain died in St. Joseph’s Hospital, in 1911 at the age of 81.  He had been a member of the Golden Chapter 
No. 90 G. R. C. and the Pequonga Lodge A.F & A.M. No 22 G.R.M. According to the Grand Lodge of Canada in 
the Province of Ontario, James Westropp Brereton, at age 48 years (at the time a Magistrate at Rat Portage) was 
initiated in the Pequonga Lodge 22, Manitoba 2 March 1883.  His membership was passed to the Fellowcraft degree 
on 2 April 1883, and raised to a Master Mason on 2 May 1883 (certificate number 477).  When Rat Portage/Kenora 
became part of Ontario on 6 April 1887 Pequonga Lodge was suspended and transferred to the Grand Lodge of 
Canada to become Pequonga Lodge No. 414, Province of Ontario.  
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The Captain made a Will in 1903 (probably around 28 February) with J. B. McLaren, 
his Barrister and friend, Winnipeg. 
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Captain James Westropp Brereton  
 buried in Lake of The Woods Cemetery, Kenora, Ontario. 

 
 

DEATH NOTICE FOR MRS URSULA, C. E. SMALLWOOD (born 1841 – died 9 June 1942) 
2 Clarendon Crescent, Royal Leamington Spa, England 

 
Ursula was the first wife of Captain James Westropp Brereton and great-grandmother of the author, Faye 
Brereton-Goodwin 

“Centenarian Lady’s Funeral” 
 The funeral of Mrs. Ursula C. E. Smallwood, of 2 Clarendon Crescent, - who, as reported in our last issue, died 
two days after completing her 101st year – took place on Tuesday.  The Rev. Malcolm Parr (Vicar) conducted a 
choral service at Holy Trinity Church.  The 23rd Psalm was chanted, and the hymns were “Jesu, Lover of my soul” 
and “Abide with me.”  The Nunc Dimittis was chanted as the coffin was borne from the church.  Mr. W. Stanley 
Vann presided at the organ.  The interment was in Mr. Lionel Smallwood’s grave at Milverton Cemetery. The 
mourners who attended were: - Mrs. Glass (daughter), Mr. H. Willoughby Smallwood (nephew), Mrs. Kinsey 
(cousin), Mrs. Stewart, Mr. A. D. B. Scott, Mr. E. Jones, Nurse Dolan, and Mr. F. Kirby. 
 
Among others present were Major Donald Lindsay, Miss Lindsay, Miss Ethel M. Bower, Mrs. Edward Tunbridge, 
Dr. Frank Clayton, Colonel G. Bandeleur Robinson, Mrs. Court Fisher, Miss Edith Foll, Miss E. Harris, Mr. M. 
Hughes, Mrs. Nichols (representing Warwick and Leamington Conservation Association), Miss Connell, Mrs. 
Arthur Smallwood, Mrs. Wade, Mrs. Mountford, Miss Jenkinson, and Mrs. G. Vandeleur Robinson (representing 
Primrose League). 
 
Following is a list of wreaths:-Her devoted and sorrowing daughter and grandchildren; Minnie and all at Romiley 
(Cheshire); Mr. and Mrs. Miles Smallwood and Mrs. H. Smallwood (Kenilworth); Dr. and Mrs. Holman 
(Northampton); Ross and Islagh (Northampton); four male friends – Mr. E. Jones, Mr. F. Kirby, Mr. D. Scott and 
Mr. L. Travis; Dr. and Mrs. Frank Clayton; Miss Beech; Mrs. Miles Atkinson; Mrs. E. Dipple; Miss Emily Ward; 
Mrs. Molesworth; Mrs. M. M. Fowler; Miss Batty; Mrs. Hughes; Miss West (Knowle); Miss Jenkinson; Miss 
Partridge; Nurse Dolman; Mrs. Edward Tunbridge and Miss Violet Haynes; Miss Kickins; Mr. and Mrs. Stewart 
and family and Mrs. Frederick a ‘Court Fisher. The funeral arrangements were made by Messrs. H. J. Dawson Ltd. 
 
The Certified Copy of an Entry of Death certificate (Pursuant to the Births and Deaths Registration Act 1953) 
provides the following 
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Registration District: Warwick and Leamington 
11942 Death in the Sub-district of Leamington, County of Warwick 
Entry Number 412: Died on the 9th of January 1942 at 2 Clarendon Crescent Leamington U.K. 
Name and Surname: Ursula Caroline Elizabeth Smallwood  
   Mrs. Ursula Caroline Elizabeth Brereton 
Death certificate information 
Sex: female: Age 101 years 
Occupation: widow of Lionel Smallwood72, a wine merchant 
Cause of death: myocardial failure; arterio sclerosis, old age (certified by F. Clayton MF 
Signature, description of residence of informant: E. Jones73, an inmate at 2 Clarendon Crescent, Leamington, 
England 
 
Registered: 12 January 1942 
Copy of Registration by: R. Wilson, on 18-8-9374 

 
 
 

ISSUE OF CAPTAIN JAMES WESTROPP BRERETON  
AND URSULA HARNETT-BRERETON 

 

 
 
 Captain James Westropp and Ursula Caroline Brereton (neé Harnett) had issue: 
 

1) Robina (Ina) Elizabeth Margaretta75 Brereton (10 August 1874 – 1956) 
 

2) Richard (Dick) Ralph Westropp Brereton (14 September 1866-22 November 1866) 
 

 
72   Smallwood was born in 1856 in Bitchfield, Staffordshire, England.  He was the son of Joseph Smallwood and Sarah Philipson.  He 

died in Warwick in March 1933 and is buried in Milverton Cemetery. 
73   Mr. E. Jones was one of the boarders who lived with Ursula and Robina Glass (her daughter).  During the Second World War the 

house was opened for boarders and the yards turned into gardens in order for the family to maintain the house and to have fresh 
produce. 

74  Siblings of Ursula include Florence Helen Innes Harnett baptised 29 December, 1849 in Listowel, County Kerry, Dioscese of 
Ardford.  Parents shown as Richard C. and Robina Lambert Harnett of the City of Listowel. 

75   Shown as Rabina Elizabeth Margaretta in birth certificate.  Reference #1067354 (1870-1881) Fiche 1 –   6901177 Batch #   
C146421 – Latter Day Saints records 

Capt James Westropp Brereton

Richard 
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Brereton
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3) James William (Harry) Brereton76 (21 February 1868 – 1946) 
 

4) David Leslie Deane Brereton (3 August 1865 – 12 January 1920) 
 
1)   ROBINA (Ina) ELIZABETH MARGARETTA77 BRERETON (10 August 1874 – 1956)   
Robina was christened on 7 February, 1875 78  at Saint Margaret Church, Brighton, England. She 
immigrated to Canada with her family in the late 1800’s.  Robina was probably named for her maternal 
grandmother – Robina Forbes Harnett. 
 
While the author had assumed that Robina, her mother Ursula and step-father Lionel Smallwood had 
travelled to England following the wedding of Ursula and Robina and Lionel; however, the 1900 Census 
for Buffalo, New York indicates that Robina, Ursula and Lionel resided in the USA before moving to 
England. Her brother Harry and his wife Maude lived in the Rochester-Buffalo area. 
 
By this time Robina (Ina) had married and she and her husband, David Glass had joined her uncle David 
Brereton in the Gleichen area.  This is confirmed by an article in the Express, North Vancouver, BC – 
dated Friday, May 11, 1906, Richard Brereton received word from his sister Mrs. David Glass of Gleichen, near 
Calgary that she and her husband lost their home and belongings in a fire.  Recently they lost a fine team of horses 
which had been burnt in a stable at Calgary.    
 
By 1911, they had immigrated to England and were living in initially in Warwickshire, England and later 
at Ivythorne79 in Knowle, Warwickshire (not far from Leamington Spa) and in April 1911: her mother 
and step father were also living there. The author was unable to identify Ivythorne). In 1919, the couple 
leased a lovely Georgian80 home at 2 Clarendon Crescent, Leamington Spa, England and in 1922 Robina 
purchased the home81. 
 
Following the death of Lionel Smallwood, Ursula moved in with Robina and her husband David Glass 
(a marine engineer). Robina died in 1951 at the age of 84.   
  
David and Robina had one daughter, Betty Glass, who died in her early 30’s.  
 

 Betty Glass 
 
2)  RICHARD BRERETON (10 August 1874 – 1956)   
Richard was baptised in Kerry, County Listowel on October 8, 1866.  On the certificate his mother is 
identified as Ursula Caroline Elizabeth Brereton and his father James Brereton, Bantrif (probably Bantry) 
County Cork. He was nine years of age when he arrived in Canada.   
 

 
76  In Latter Day Saints records James is shown as born in Cork, Ireland and mother is shown as Harnett. 
77   Shown as Rabina Elizabeth Margaretta in birth certificate.  Reference #1067354 (1870-1881) Fiche 1 –   6901177 Batch #   

C146421 – Latter Day Saints records 
78   Daughter of James Westropp Brereton and Ursula Brereton 
79   The author is unable to identify a place called Ivythorne 
80   The house in Royal Leamington Spa was purchased by Eliza Amphlett after Robina died in 1956 
81   Record of birth found - James Westropp Brereton and Ursula Brereton parents 
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82When his parents divorced Richard, along with brothers David and James remained with their father. 
He is identified in the 1891 Canadian Census as 24-year-old farmer living in Varennes, Lisgar, Manitoba 
and his father, James Westropp Brereton and Richard Brereton (24 years) were shown as resident in 
Manitoba. 
  
He went west with the railroad, arriving and settling in the Banff area for a while then worked briefly 
as a coal miner in the settlement of Anthracite, in the North West Territories.   Eventually he moved on 
and settled in Vancouver in 1888. At the time of his arrival, Vancouver was recovering from the 
disastrous ‘Great Fire’ and had recently been incorporated. In December 1889, Richard married Elizabeth 
Mary Marshall in Vancouver, British Columbia.  Elizabeth was born in 1852 or 53, in Ontario (possibly 
in Ottawa) and later moved to New Westminster, British Columbia. She and Richard are listed as 
married in the 1891 listing for the City of Vancouver, British Columbia, Richard is identified as a labourer 
and in the 1893 listing Richard R. Brereton is identified as an express man for Atkins & Johnson and his 
wife Elizabeth as a dressmaker. At the time they lived at 528 Seymour Street, Vancouver.  He was later 
shown as a drayman for Atkins and Johnson.   
 
By 1899, the Breretons had moved to Westminster Street (now Main Street, Vancouver) and he was a 
conductor of the British Columbia Electric Railway.  In later directories Richard (now a Teamster) and 
Elizabeth lived at 613 Howe Street (1903) and at the Miller Block at 112 East Cordova (1904) areas of 
Vancouver. 
 
The next year, Richard disappeared from the Vancouver Directory; however, it appears he moved to 
North Vancouver and became pioneer in the area.  A North Vancouver Archival photograph83 identified 
as 1905, 125 East Fourth Street, shows a group of people in front of a large tent.  The two central figures 
are Richard Brereton, sitting with his arm on the lap of his wife Elizabeth Mary.  From 1906 to 1910 
Richard is shown as living on 4th between Lonsdale and St. George, North Vancouver.  In 1908 he 
returned to the Railway and from 1911 until 1933 was a conductor for British Columbia Rail. The 
following notice appeared in the January 1914 North Shore Press: 
 
A very happy event was celebrated at the home of Mr. and Mrs. R. R. Brereton, East Fourth Street, Thursday 
evening when they celebrated their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary.  About twenty friends were present and the 
gathering spent the evening in games, cards and other amusements.  A fine display of silver presents indicated the 
popularity of Mr. and Mrs. Brereton who are now pioneer residents of North Shore. 
 
When Elizabeth Brereton became ill in 1925 Richard engaged Annie Mary Sweeten to help during her 
illness. Elizabeth died at home on 3 January, 1928 in her 75th year. The cause of death is shown as lobar 
pneumonia. She was buried on 5 January 1928 in the family plot in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Vancouver.  Elizabeth was a member of the Mispah Rebecca Lodge No. 3 I.O.O.F. 
 
Later that year, Richard (age 62) married Annie Sweeten84. This was a second marriage for Richard and 
a third for Annie (married Edward Sweeten, Ontario in 1885 and Alexander John Sweeten85 in 1904).  
Richard and Annie had no children however, Annie did have children from the other marriages. In the’ 
North Shore Press’ On Friday 16 November 1928 the following notice appeared:  ‘A quite wedding took 
place on Thursday, November eighth at eight o’clock, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Cares, 748 7th 
Street, East when Mrs. A. Sweeten86 and Mr. R. R. Brereton, 4th Street east were united in marriage, the 

 
82   Much of the information concerning Richard has been provided by J. Koren as was provided in part by her mother Mildred Anne 

(Sweeten) Gwynn Richard’s step daughter. 
83   Photo appears in the book ‘North Vancouver’s Lonsdale Neighbourhood’ by Shervin Shahriari.  Published by Arcadia Publishing, 

2009 page 91   
84   Annie was born Annie Mary Renshaw, on 19 October 1868, daughter of Matthew Renshaw and Alvira Janet Wheof Dresden, 

Ontario.  
85  Alexander became stepfather to his own first cousins 
86   Mary Sweeten Brereton was born 19 October 1868 in Dresden, Ontario, Canada. She died 22 June 1960 in Coquitlam, British 

Columbia Ontario. 
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Rev. W. A. McLeod officiating…after a short honeymoon trip they will be at home to friends at 125 4th 
Street, East’.  
 
Richard Brereton died of pneumonia on 27 November 1936 in the North Vancouver Hospital.  The 
obituary in the’ North Shore Press’ of 27 November, 1936 records: 
 

Death Calls R. Brereton Sunday Last 
 
‘Richard Brereton, 125 East Fourth Street, resident on the North Shore for over thirty years, died Sunday in North 
Vancouver General Hospital following a week’s illness and in his death the community lost one of its earliest 
pioneers. Born in Ireland, Mr. Brereton came to this province forty years ago.  For a brief time, he resided in Banff 
and came to Vancouver in 1888, two years after the fire that completely destroyed the small community.  He settled 
in this community a few years after and was one of the original members of the BC Electric Railway Company’s  
staff here.  He was in the employ of that company for twenty-seven years on this side of the inlet and had also served 
the company for a short time in Vancouver.  He retired from that service four years ago. Dick as he was familiarly 
known by a host of friends and acquaintances here, was a charter member of the North Vancouver Lodge No. 55 
I.O.O.F, being one of the thirteen who got together almost three decades ago to form the lodge here.  Besides his 
wife he is survived by three stepdaughters, Mrs. J. H. Cates87 and Nora and Mildred at home, a stepson E. A. 
Sweeten of Burnaby.  Also surviving are his mother, a sister and a brother in the Old Country.  Funeral services 
were conducted Wednesday afternoon at St. John’s Church by Rev. H. P. Barrett.  Interment took place in the 
I.O.O.F section of Mountain View Cemetery. Harron Bros. were in charge of the arrangements.  At the graveside 
those who remain of that small group of charter members of the local ‘Oddfellows Lodge’ were in charge of the 
service. 
 
Note: this author is unaware of a brother in ‘the old country’.  However, Richard was survived by a 
brother in Rochester, New York State USA, his Mother Ursula (Brereton) Smallwood and sister Robina 
Brereton Glass. 
 
Annie Renshaw-Sweeten-Brereton died in 1950 at the age of 83 in Essondale, Coquitlam, British 
Columbia and is buried in the family plot, in the Mount Ida Cemetery, Salmon Arm, British Columbia, 
Canada. The cause of death was coronary thrombosis. 
 
3)   JAMES WILLIAM HENRY (Harry) BRERETON (1868 – 1946) 
James was also born and baptized in Bantry Bay, Cork, Ireland and immigrated with his family to 
Canada. 
 
After his parents divorced, he remained in Manitoba living and with his father in Varennes, Lisgar, 
Manitoba. While living in Manitoba, James married Mary Jessie Maude Owen (1868-1912) of Bridgeburg, 
Ontario (old Fort Erie, Ontario). Maud and James must have moved across the border, to Rochester, New 
York prior to 1912 as she88  died that year and was buried in Mount Hope Cemetery (range 6), Rochester, 
New York, USA. 
 
The following Notice to Creditors appeared in the Rochester Daily Record, dated Tuesday, 21 January 
1913: 
 
Pursuant to an order of Hon. Selden S. Brown.  Surrogate of the County of Monroe notice is hereby given, according 
to law, to all persons having claims or demands against Mary Jessie Maude Brereton, sometimes knows as Maude 
J. Brereton, late of the City of Rochester, County of Monroe. State of New York, deceased to present the same with 
the vouchers therefor to the undersigned James H. Brereton 
 

 
87   Information about James can be found in the autobiography of Captain Charles Henry Cates (Vancouver City Archives) 
88   She is buried in the Mount Hope Cemetery, Rochester – Range 6 
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At his place for the transaction of business as such executor, at 330 Powers Building, Rochester N. Y on or before 
the 22nd day of July 1913, dated January 14, 1913 James H. Brereton, Executor. 
 
Once again, the name Maude comes up; the Captain had a sister Maude and in fact named one of his 
properties in Kenora Maude Cottage.  
 
On November 21, 1917, at the age of 48, James (an employee of the New York Telephone Company) 
married for a second time.89 His second wife was Helen G. McGrath (1893-1975) of 332 Field Street, 
Rochester, N.Y.  She was a stenographer, the daughter of Sylvester McGrath and Mary Hogan of Ireland. 
Helen Brereton died 28 February, 1942 in Rochester, Munroe County, New York State.  She is buried in 
the Holy Sepulcher Cemetery in Rochester.  She and James (1872-1917) lived in Summerville, New York.   
Helen’s siblings were Mary McGrath, Anna McGrath (married Roy Woodward), James McGrath, born 
1872, Denis McGrath and Charles McGrath. 
 
The 1910 phone book for the City of Rochester, Genesee 69 area, New York, USA identifies a J. H Brereton 
of 8 Lasalle Street, New York. 
 
Captain James Westropp Brereton corresponded with a Maude Brereton who was living in Ontario. He 
also corresponded with a Mrs. M. Brereton and Mrs. F. M. Brereton, in Rochester. According to the New 
York State, USA Census of 1925, 1930 and 1940 remained in New York State and was living in 
Irondequoit in April 1940. 
 
Mount Hope Cemetery Records for Range 6 identify James H. Brereton (1868 – 1946) as being the 
husband of Maude Brereton (1868-1912). Helen G. Brereton (1893 – 1975) also identified as a wife of 
James is also buried in this cemetery.   
 
4) DAVID LESLIE DEANE BRERETON (3 August 1864-1 12 January 1920) married Margaret Martin of 
Gleichen, Alberta (daughter of John and Margaret Martin) grandparents  of the author, Faye Brereton. 
 
David Leslie Deane Brereton (grandfather of the author) was born to Irish parents in Bantry, Ireland, on 
3 August, 1864 (registry, St. Johns, Church of Ireland, County Limerick), he came with his parents and 
three siblings to Canada in 187890.  David’s diaries, loaned to the Glenbow in Calgary by his daughter 
Mrs. D. L. James of Calgary document his work schedule from 1907-1918. 
 
In 1880, David entered St. John’s College, Winnipeg; however, it appears that he only stayed one term 
before heading west with the C.P.R. (Canadian Pacific Railway) survey team, working as a chainman.  
He soon left the survey job for a cowboy’s life on the Montana range.  Here he fell in with Dutch Patrick 
and they took jobs with I. G. Baker Company, trailing cattle over the Benton trail to Blackfoot Crossing. 
91.  The steers were delivered to the Department of Indian Affairs Agency, to butcher for the weekly ration of the 
Blackfoot Indians.  This job ran out once the railway came.” (Excerpt from the Prairie Hub written by Margaret 
Brereton’s brother John Julius Martin – 1967) 
  

 
89  Source: Transcription of Monroe Co, New York Marriage Registrations No. 4251.  Date of Licence and Date of Marriage 21 

November 1917 – place Rochester, NY.  Official: Thos. F. Connors, Profession – clergyman.  Witnesses: Raymond F. Woodward 
and Anna Woodward. 

90  In the 1880 Diary of Captain Brereton, he noted that his wife and son David arrived from Toronto April 13, 1879 to Winnipeg. 
91  The I. G. Baker Company was a mercantile and Grocery Company based in Fort Benton, Montana, started by Isaac Gilbert Baker 

and his brother, George Amos Baker, as I. G. Baker & Brother in 1866. After the Conrad brothers (Charles E. & Wm. G.) were 
admitted as partners in 1873, the company name was changed to I. G. Baker & Co., which name was retained after the Conrads 
purchased George Baker’s interest in 1874In 1891, the Canadian assets of the company were purchased by its chief rival there, the 
Hudson's Bay Company. The company was prominent in early Western Canadian history. It operated the first store established in 
Calgary, Alberta in 1875There were also stores in Fort Macleod and Lethbridge, Alberta and in Fort Walsh, Saskatchewan. 
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Dave married Margaret Martin (born 1877 in St. Thomas, Ontario) in Gleichen, Alberta on 30 December 
1895.  Rev. Canon Gibbon Stockton, Anglican minister on the Blackfoot Indian Reserve in Gleichen, 
Alberta, performed the ceremony. 
 
The descendants of David and Margaret Brereton are documented in another history written by Faye 
Brereton.  It is titled ‘History of David and Margaret Brereton of Gleichen and is available by contacting the 
author. 
 
Note: information about the Royal Irish Constabulary and/or Interesting details about the Captain 
Breretons time as the Magistrate for Rat Portage is provided as a separate document.   


