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THE CANADIAN FAMILY  
OF ABEL BRERETON OF BRINTON, ENGLAND  

 
 
INTRODUCTION  
I have been aware of the Cloudesly Brereton family of Ontario for many years and over time have 
gathered information about his descendants who lived in Ontario , Alberta , Saskatchewan, British 
Columbia, Quebec and Manitoba, Canada.  However, it was an email from  Janice Johnson, 
Manager of St. Maryõs Anglican Cemetery, Lifford  (near Bethany, Ontario) asking if I could 
provide some information about the Breretons who are buried in their cemetery that prompted 
me to write this story.  
 
In preparing th e history I contacted Rosemary Jewers, a fellow Brereton researcher who is a 
descendant of the Breretons of Brinton, Norfolk  and is currently writing the hist ory of her Norfolk  
British family . 
 
I also reviewed some documents in my library , including: Robert Maitland Breretonõs ôBreretons 
of Cheshire 1100-1904õ; Michael Sandfordõs website (http:/ Brereton.org.uk ) which conta ins some 
family photos; various Ontario Government archival sites , Burkeõs Peerage and a descendant 
chart of this family prepared by Alan R. Brereton of Ontario for the 2001 Brereton Reunion in 
Cheshire which I attended.  Other references are identified as footnotes to this document. 
 
As the focus of this history is the Canadian descendants of Cloudesly Shovell Brereton I have only 
identified his parents and siblings ; information about la ter generations is available on provincial  
and federal government on-line records.  
 
The author, Faye Brereton-Goodwin is the daughter of Albert Lionel and Mabel (née Doak) 
Brereton. She has written a number of Brereton histories, including the story of her Irish great -
great-great-3great-great-grandfather David Brereton of K illurin, Ireland.  The histor ies are 
available on her website breretonhistory.ca 
 
Note:  In various articles about this Canadian-Norfolk Brereton branch, the surname and given name is 
shown as Shovel or Shovell, also Cloudesly or Cloudsley or even Cloudsley. For example, in the Province 
of Manitoba land patent the applicantõs name is ôwrittenõ as Cloudsley P. Brereton and later typed as 
Cloudesly. Also on the grave marker in West Gwillimbury the name is shown as Cloudsley Shovel ð 
however in the obituary for his son the father is identified as Cloudesly Shovell. 
 
I have not changed the spelling in any article written by others (i.e. newspaper accounts, patents) however 
as most often the name is shown as Cloudesly Shovell, I have used this spelling in my accounts. This is also 
consistent with the spelling as shown in a 13 October 1799 baptismal record1 Cloudesly Shovell, son of 
Abel and Elizabeth Brereton of Norfolk.  
 

                                                           
1   Baptismal information provided by Rosemary Jewers  
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While I always attempt to validate the information contained in my various Brereton histories and when 
appropriate have added references within the text itself or as a footnote, the stories are written primarily for 
the purpose of sharing with others interested in the Brereton family history.   
 

1) ABEL BRERETON2  (1752 ð 21 September 1818) 
Abel Brereton and his twin brother John Brereton were sons of John and Bridget (née Brett) 
Brereton of Brinton . The brothers were born in Norfolk, England in 1752.  
 
John Brereton married Anna Margaretta Lloyd (sister of Elizabeth Lloyd) and had five children 
wh o lived to adulthood.  Their son Charles David Brereton3 was the great-great-grandfather 
of Rosemary Jewers, of Norfolk, England; another son Rev. Shovell Brereton married Maria 
Colwell 4. They owned the estate of Briningham, Norfolk.  John remained in England and the 
history of his descendants has been well researched and documented by Rosemary.   
 
Consequently, this history will focus on Johnõs twin brother, Abel Brereton and the members 
of his family who immigrated  to Canada. 
 
Abel married 1st Anne Rouse of Brinton c. 1782 and had issue: 
 

John Brereton baptized 1787, in Brinton died 14 October 1803, age 16 years 
 

Abel Brett  Brereton baptized 1789 - infant death 
 

Mary Brett Brereton  baptized 1792 
 

Sarah Margaretta Brereton  (baptised 27 August 1794- 10 September 1794) infant death 
 

Ann Brereton (baptized 23 October 1785- 4 January 1835) married William Copland of  
by John Brereton, Mary Seppings, J D Copland and Mary Hewitt. In 1834, the Coplands  

left London, England and travelled on the ship ôThe Meteorõ, arriving in New York on  
26 June 1834. At the time Ann is listed as 48 years of age5.  

 
In 1832 William Copland built the Copland East Toronto Brewery in East Toronto, 

at the corner of Parliament and King Street in Toronto, Ontario; however in 1847 had 
decided to build a larger facility at 55 Parliament Street (near King Street East) which  

he named the East Toronto Brewery.  At the time there was a Copeland Brewery in  

                                                           
2     Information regarding dates taken from ôThe Church Heraldry of Norfolk, PT V, Hundreds of South 

Erpingham, England: tombs and slabs in the churchyard at Brinton  
Henry Brereton, Bengal Civil Service, son of Rev. C. D. Brereton, of Little Massingham, Norfolk, 
England died in Bustee, Gorruckpoor, India at the age of 36 years.  His wife was Emily Jane Boulders 
(1829-25 October 1877), born Bariely, Bengal, India. She was the daughter of Henry Smith Boulderson 
of Gloucester Square, Hyde Park.   Following Henryõs death Emily married Edward Francis Murray, 
Esq of Norfolk Square ð on 14 November 1863. He was the son of Sir James Murray of Dublin...  

4     Their son Shovell Henry Brereton 1822-1899) married Emma White and they had a son Cloudesley 
Shovell Henry Brereton (1863-1937) who married Maud Adeline.  They had a daughter Maria Brereton 
who married Shovel Brereton son of Charles William Malpas Brereton (buried at St. Maurice, 
Brimingham , Norfolk . The names Cloudesley and Shovell continued in the Canadian Brereton family.  

5     There is a one year age difference; however it is the same individual.  
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Toronto and at times the history written about the two enterprises becomes confusing.  
 William retired in 1860 and his eldest son, William Copland, Junior took over 

 the operation of the brewery.  He sold the brewery to  
Mime, Millett and Co Brewery in 1882 and they renamed it 

 Copland Brewery and Malting Co. (Bowering)6 
 

William and Anne are buried in the Toronto Necropolis Cemetery and Crematorium  
(St. James Cathedral Yard) Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Anne Rouse Brereton died, 17 January 1795 she was only 31 years of age.  She was 
buried in the cemetery of the St. Andrew Angli can Church, Brinton.   
 
On 6 December 1797 Abel married his cousin, Elizabeth Lloyd (1758 - 30 July 1830) daughter 
of David Lloyd Esq . of Llanvaughan, County Cardigan, Wales . They had issue: 
 

Elizabeth Brereton 
 

Margaret Brereton  (baptised 2 May 1802) 
 

1.1)  Cloudesly Shovell  Brereton (1799 ð 1873) 
 

William Brereton (c1808-8 March 1888 in California)  
 

Abel Brereton died 21 September 1818 (age 66 years) and his second wife Elizabeth died 30 
July 1830 (age 72 years). Both are buried in the cemetery of the St. Andrew Anglican Church7, 
Brinton. . 

 
1. 1) CLOUDESLY SHOVEL L BRERETON (1799 ð 1873) married Charlotte Fisher  
Cloudesly was born 10 October 1799 in Brinton, Norfolk , England. In 1818, he immigrated  to 
Guyana; however later moved to Ontario , Canada where we remained. Upon his arrival in 
Canada, Cloudesly settled in the Township of West Gwil limb ury , Simcoe, Ontario (about an 
hourõs drive north of Toronto) where initially he became a general merchant.  Later he took up 
farming and continued to work the farm un til his death in 1873. 
 
In 1844, Cloudesly married Charlotte Fisher (February 1825 ð 1880) and had issue: 

                                                           
6 Source:  Beerto: History of Beer and Brewing in Toronto 

7   The church was built in 1547 and the tower dates from the 1400õs 

The inscription on the stone is as follows:  
 

William Copland of Norfolk, England died March 22, 1862, age 75 years  
Also wife 

Ann Brereton, Brinton, Norfolk, 4 January 1835, age 48 years   
 

Caroline Sewers, 2nd wife of William, (1795- 27 March 1866) 
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1.1.1)  Dr. Charles Herbert Brereton (1845 -1908) of Bethany, Ontario  

married Eliza Proctor (? ð 1910) of West Gwillimbury, Simcoe Township,, Ontario 
 

1.1.2.) Dr. William John Brereton (1846-1920) of Schomberg, Ontario married  
Anne Marie Lount (1853-?) 

 daughter of Hiram and Elizabeth (née Brown) Lount  
 

Cloudesley Shovel Brereton (1848-1853) 
 

Charlotte Elizabeth Brereton (1850-1923) married Henry Lowrey (1848-1925). They had issue 
William Henry Lowrey (1848-1925) 

 
Thomas Picton Brereton (1852-1853)  

 
1.1.3)  Cloudesley Picton Brereton of Oak River, Manitoba, Canada (1854-1921)  

married Annie Fraser Black 
 

1.1.4)  Jane Margaret (Madge) Brereton (1855- 1924)  
married William Copland of Toronto (died 1888) 

 
1.1.5) Dr. Thomas George Brereton (31 March 1860-10 December 1911)  

married Letitia Hulse (1863-15 May 1931)  
 
Both Cloudesly  and Charlotte are buried in a cemetery at Bondhead, West Gwillimbury , 
Province of Ontario . The cemetery is situated on the north side of Highway 88 . A photo of 
their grave monument is included in the A ppendix) . 
 

1.1.1)  DR. CHARLES HERBERT BRERETON  (1845- 1908)  
Charles was born in West Gwillimbury, Ontario , Canada, in 1845 to Cloud esly Shovell 
and Eliza Brereton.  
 
There is an interesting article written by Mrs. Ross N. Carr,  about Dr. C H Brereton in a 
February 7, 1952 issue of ôThe Canadian Statesmanõ, Bowmanville, Ontario. It is titled Early 
History of the Village of Bethany and appears to be one of a series of articles about life in 
Bethany in the 1800s.  A copy is attached in the appendix; however as the copy is very small 
I have replicated it as part of this history.  
 

Dr.  Charles Herbert Brereton  
 
Charles was the first physician to settle in Bethany (in 1868).  He was well known and beloved 
throughout the township and indeed through all Durham County.  He was a fine example of the 
family doctor of horse and buggy days, a friend to all and sundry.  Many tales are told of his coming 
to this new district and finding his way on horseback to isolated homes.  He was born on January 8, 
1845, in the township of West Gwillimbury , Ontario, the eldest son of Cloudesly and Charlotte 
Brereton.  His father was a scion of the old English family of Brereton Hall, Cheshire, England and 
a descendant of the British Admiral, Sir Cloudesly Shovell. He emigrated to British Guiana and later 
to Canada where he married and settled in Simcoe County, Ontario.  
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Dr. Brereton began the study of medicine at the age of 19, graduating in 1868 from the Victoria 
University School of Medicine, Toronto.  He continued to practice medicine in Bethany for 40 years 
when ill health forced him to retire.  In 1881 the Doctor successfully contested the Conservative seat 
in East Durham riding made vacant by the death of John Rosevear, M.P.P.  In 1883 he was re-elected, 
but owing to indifferent health and the pressure of professional duties, he was unable to continue 
longer in political life and retired before his term was complete.  For a number of years he was a first 
lieutenant in the Durham Field Battery.  He married Eliza Lydia Proctor8 of Bond Head in 1876. Of 
this marriage there were eight children: two died in infancy, the eldest Halford died at the age of 14 
years.  The remaining three sons and two daughters are living:  Wilfred Proctor, City Engineer for 
the City of Winnipeg, Manõ Dr. Thomas Cloudesly Brereton is practicing in Winnipeg Hospital; 
Winnifred became health nurse of Toronto General Hospital, Maternity Wing, later married Rev. 
Harry Hoodspith and resides in Vancouver, British Columbia.  Lillian Myra  specialized in music 
and elocution, graduating from Albert College at Belleville.  She married Dr. Andrew A. Lockhart of 
Carnduff, Saskatchewan.  Lloyd Randolph Brereton graduated from Toronto University in 
Engineering.  He is now employed as chief chemist, metallurgist and foundry superintendent of the 
Riverside Iron Works in Calgary. 
 
The Breretonõs were a happy family.  Mrs. Brereton shared her husbandõs interests.  Their home was 
a welcome haven to many who travelled long distances in all sorts of weather, often under trying 
conditions to consult the Doctor.  Dr. C. H. Brereton died on 6 September 1908 (in Carnduff).  On 
the death of her husband Mrs. Brereton moved to Toronto where she died on November 24, 1910.  
Both were laid to rest in the family plot in St. Maryõs Cemetery, Manvers Township. 
 
Cloudesly  and Eliza had issue: 
 

Carl Halford Brereton (1877-1891) died young 
 

Winnifred Margaret Brereton (19 June 1883- c 1944) married  
Rev. Harry Hoodspith (1880-1930). She died in British Columbia. 

 
Lilian Myra Brereton (25 November 1885-1 December 1974) married  

Dr. Andrew A. Lockhart of Carnduff, Saskatchewan, in 1908.  
Lilian died in Vancouver, British Columbia 

 
Hector Brereton (1886-1886) infant death 

 
Cuthbert Brereton (1893-1893) infant death  

 
1.1.1) Wilfred Proctor Brereton (4 January 1879 ð September 1969)  

married Lillian Lucy Giles (1877 
 

1.1.2)  Dr. Thomas Cloudesley Brereton (18 September - 12 November 1966)  
of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada.   

 
1.1.3) Lloyd Randolph Brereton (18 June 1890-1952) of Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

                                                           
8 Daughter of Dr. Thomas and Deborah Proctor 
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 married Ethel May Brandow (1889-1981) 
 

 1.1.1.1) WILFRED PROCTOR BRERETON 
Wilfred Proctor Brereton  (4 January 1879 ð September 1969) married Lil lian Lucy Giles 
(1877-1958). Wilfred obtained his BAS at Pittsburgh and became a civil engineer in 
Winnipeg.   They had a son Herbert Giles Brereton, born 1911, who married in 1941, 
married Haroldyne Ivy C. Slingsby ( 1916 ς 1970) and moved to Knowlton, Quebec, Canada. 
Both Haroldyne and Herbert are buried in Saint John Cemetery, Brome County, Quebec.   
 
1.1.1.2) DR THOMAS CLOUDESLEY BRERETON  
Dr. Thomas Cloudesly  Brereton (18 September - 12 November 1966) of Winnipeg , 
Manitoba, Canada. He attended Trinity Coll ege, University of Toronto and Victoria 
College on the Strand; graduating as an M.D in 1905.  He married Mary Ellen Ross (1875-
1956) They moved to Carnduff , Saskatchewan initially, then on to Winnipeg, where he 
set up a pediatric  practice in 1916 and continued as a pediatrician until  1963.   Thomas 
died in 1966 and is buried in Chapel Lawn Memorial Gardens, Winnipeg, Manitoba.  

 
1.1.1.3) LLOYD RANDOLPH BRERETON  
Lloyd Randolph Brereton (18 June 1890-1952) of Calgary, Alberta, Canada married Ethel 
May Brandow (1 889-1981).  Lloyd and Ethel are buried in Queenõs Park Cemetery, 
Calgary. They had issue a son Herbert Randle Brereton who had issue Dr. Douglas Lloyd 
Brereton of Yarmouth , Nova Scotia (born 1957); Thomas Brereton and Edward Brereton. 

  
1.1.2)  DR WILLIAM JO HN BRERETON  (1846 ð 29 May 1920) of Schomberg (or Bondhead), 
Ontario married Anne Marie Lount  
William John Brereton also became a physician.  On 25 December 1872 he married Annie 
Marie Lount  (1853- 2 May 1937), daughter of H iram Lount  (1827-1876) and Elizabeth Brown 
(1832-1925).  Hiram was the son of Gabriel Lount and Martha Hughes.  Elizabeth Brereton, 
a 25 year old from Bondhead, West Gwillimbury (a cousin of Williamõs) attended the 
marriage. 
 
Dr. William and Anne had issue: 
 

Cloudesly Herbert Brereton married a daughter of Dr. Bonner 
 

1.1.2.1)  Ewar t  Lount Brereton  (1876- ?) married Adele Davis  
(she died 24 February 1916 in Vancouver)  

daughter of Dr. Davis of Clara 
 

Clara S. Brereton (1880 ð 18 December 1945) of Barrie 
 

Randle Shovell  Brereton (1884-1949) married Adelaide Evelyn Pitts of Vancouver 
(1888-24 February 1916) 
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Following is a notice of Dr. William Breretonõs death, in The Aurora Banner  June 11, 1920. 
 
"Dr. William J. Brereton, for many years a prominent figure in the public life of Barrie, died on 
Saturday, May 29th, at the family residence, corner of Dunlop and Poyntz streets. He had been 
confined to the house for several years. 
 
 Deceased was a native of Bradford, where he was born in 1846, the son of Cloudesly Shovell Brereton, 
of Norfolk, England, and Charlotte Fisher of Bradford. He came of an old English family, many of 
whom held high positions of trust in state and church. He graduated from Trinity Medical College 
in 1870 and located in Schomberg, where he practiced for forty years. 
 
"I n this practice he was notably successful, and was highly esteemed both as a citizen and as a 
physician. Ill health in 1913 forced him to retire, and he came to Barrie, where the remainder of his 
days were spent. He was a life-long Conservative in politics and a member of the Church of England." 
 
 
NOTE:   While reviewing and updating this edition of the history my friend Rosemary 
Jewers of Norfolk, England and I became interested in both the Lount and Barwick families, 
and as often happens we continued our research into the new families.  
 
As I thought others might also be interested in the families, I have prepared a brief history 
of the Lount family of Anne Marie (née Lount) Brereton and included it in the Appendix to 
this history. Persons interested in the Barwick family should access Rosemaryõs website 
www.breretonworld.com. 
 

1.1.2.1)  EWART LOUNT BRERETON  (9 January 1876 ð 1950) married Adele Davis, 
daughter of Dr. Davis of Clara, Ontario. 

Excerpt from the Barrie Examiner. July 13, 1950. 

Obituary : 
Dr. Ewart Lount Brereton, who died in Barrie on Wednesday July 5, was well known as one of 
Ontarioõs most expert ornithologists and played a key role in building up the Royal Ontario 

Museumõs bird collection. 
 
Dentist 53 Years Director of Ont. Naturalists Dies A private funeral service for the late Dr. E. 
L. Brereton was held at his residence at 162 Dunlop Street Barrie, on Saturday afternoon, July 8, 
1950 at 2:30 oõclock, following his death at the Royal Victoria Hospital on Wednesday evening, 
July 6. The service was conducted by Rev. James Ferguson of St. Andrewõs Presbyterian Church 
and internment was at Barrie Union Cemetery. Pallbearers were Del Cole, Dr. F. W. McDowell, 
Clarence Simpson and Dr. E. G. Bilkey of Barrie and Dalton Lowery and Thomas Black of 
Toronto. 
 
Among the floral tributes were wreaths from the dentists of Barrie and the Session of St. Andrewõs 
Church where Dr. Brereton had been an elder since 1904. 
 
A Barrie dentist for 50 years, Dr. Brereton had also been one of the countryõs outstanding amateur 
authorities on birds. He had played a key role in building up the Royal Ontario Museumõs bird 

mailto:contact@brereton.history.ca
http://www.breretonworld.com/


                    C l o u d e s l y  S h o v e l l  B r e r e t o n    p a g e  3 o f  3 3   

 

 
 

© Copyright - Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin ð February 2018 revision ð website: 
breretonhistory.ca   email:  contact@brereton.history.ca  

collection. Born in Schomberg on January 9, 1876, the son of a physician, the late Dr. W. J. 
Brereton, and Anna Lount, he attended public school there and high school at Aurora. He went 
on to Toronto University, graduating from the Royal College of Dental Surgeons in 1897. He 
practiced first with Dr. Mills of Toronto and then for one year in Schomberg and also for a short 
time in Grand Valley, coming to Barrie in 1900. Dr. Brereton had been engaged in general 
practice for 50 years when he specialized in orthodontia, which he had begun working in while in 
general practice. 
 
He was married in 1903 to Adele Davis. He was a Masonic member for a number of years and 
was superintendent of the Sunday school at St. Andrewõs Church and a teacher of the Adult Boys 
Class for over 40 years. 
 
His interest in ornithology began with visits to Algonquin Park, when Mark Robinson was 
superintendent. This interest soon resulted in the connection with the Royal Ontario Museum in 
Toronto, which further broadened his studies and led to a wide connection with other 
ornithological societies. He eventually became well known as an outstanding amateur 
ornithologist, gaining distinction as Director of the Federation of Ontario Naturalists. 
 
He wrote many notes on a wide variety of subjects for the Canadian Field Naturalist and for The 
Barrie Examiner and supplied a great quantity of notes and valuable specimens for the Ontario 
Museum collections. He was a collaborator with Ott Devitt in the publication of òBirds of Simcoe 
Countyó and also contributed notes to the Toronto Field Naturalistõ Club. Surviving are his wife 
and a daughter, Mrs. A. E. Lawes (Dorothy) of Barrie. 

 
1.1.3)  CLOUDESLY  PICTON BRERETON  (1854-1921) 
 Cloud esly Picton, was born, in 1850, in Bethany, Ontario, Canada.  In 1887 he married 
Annie Fraser Black (1858-1931) daughter of Alexander Black.  
 
  Eventually, Cloud esly moved to the Province of Manitoba, where he homesteaded in Oak 
River, Manitoba . His parcel of land (comprised of 160.480 acres) is described as the South-
west part of Section 06, Township 011, Range 20.    A copy of the Application for  Patent for 
Land signed by Cloudesly  P. Brereton and dated October 1893, is included in the appendix. 
He is listed as a 35 year old farmer. According to the document he obtained entry to the 
property in June 1899.    Cloudesly and Annie had issue: 
 

Edna Brereton 
 

Elmo Roy Brereton died at birth in 1888 
 

Cloudesly Cyril Brereton (1891- 19 June 1958) married Ruby Luelala Ferguson 
 

1.1.3.1) Alexander Picton Brereton, Victoria Cross, married Mary Isabel McPhee in 1925. 
 

Charlotte Isabella Brereton  (1894 - ?)  married Robert Hodgson, in 1939 
 

George Randle Brereton (1896- ?) 
 

James Brodie Brereton (1898-1959) 
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The following Breretons are buried in the Marney Cemetery, Strathclair in the Province of 
Manitoba: 

Annie E. Brereton 
C. Picton Brereton 

Cloudesley Cyril Brereton 
Edna Brereton 

George Brereton 
James Brodie Brereton 

 
1.1.3.1)  ALEXANDER PICTON BRERETON  
Alexander enlisted with the 144 th Battalion in 1916. He was a Corporal with the 8th 
Battalion (90 th Winnipeg Rifles) when, during the Battle of Amiens  ð on 9 August - his 
actions of bravery earned him the Victoria Cross. 
  
The following is an excerpt from the London Gazette, September 27, 1918: 
 
Citation :  òFor most conspicuous bravery during an attack, when a line of hostile machine-guns 
opened fire suddenly on his platoon, which was in an exposed position, and no cover available.  
This gallant N.C.O. at once appreciated the critical situation and realized that unless something 
was done at once the platoon would be annihilated.  On his own initiative, without a momentõs 
delay, and alone, he sprang forward and reached one of the hostile machine-gun posts, where he 
shot the man operating the machine gun and bayoneted the next one who attempted to operate it, 
whereupon nine other surrendered to him 

 
Cpl. Breretonõs action was a splendid example of resource and bravery, and not only undoubtedly 
saved many of his comradesó lives, but also inspired his platoon to charge and capture the five 
remaining posts.ó 
 
His obituary is included in the addendum  

 
1.1.4)  JANE MARGARET (Madge) BRERETON  (1855-1924) 
Jane Margaret (Madge) Brereton, daughter of Cloudesley Shovell Brereton married 
William Copland, of Toronto, on 30 April 1884. Interestingly, there is a family tie between 
these two individuals.   
 
William Copland was the son of Ann Brereton ( daughter of Abel Brereton and Anne (nee 
Rouse) Brereton) and William Copland of Norfolk .  William Copland Jr was born in Holt, 
Norfolk England and travelled with his family to Canada in 1834 at the age of 24 years.  
Margaret and William had two children : 
 

Alice Brereton Copland (?-1929) 
 

Willa B. Copland (1889-14 January 1973) 
 
Both Willa and Alice are buried in the Toronto Necropolis Cemetery (Toronto Ontario, 
Canada.  The inscription on the monument is as follows: 
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Their grandparents Ann (née Brereton) and William Co pland of Norfolk England 
Brereton of Brinton, Norfolk are also buried in the Toronto Necropolis Cemetery (Toronto, 
Ontario Canada).  

 
1.1.5  DR THOMAS GEORGE BRERETON  (31 March 1860-10 December 1911)  
Thomas, the youngest son of Cloudesly  was born 1860. He studied medicine at Trinity 
College, University of Toronto and became a medical doctor and joined his father in 
Bethany. In 1884 he married Letitia Hulse (10 August 1863 ð 15 May 1931) daughter of John 
Hulse.   
 
Both Thomas and Letitia are buried in the cemetery of St. Maryõs Anglican Church9. Their 
monument is to the north of the Chapel.  They had issue: 
 
Frederick Elvin Brereton (1885 ð 15 April 1942). In 1905 Frederick graduated with a degree in 

agriculture from the University of Toronto. Although the author cannot find a  
marriage record, it appears that Fred married Pearl OõKeefe (30 October 1893 ð 23 June 1958). 

Frederick Brereton and Pearl Brereton are buried in his parentõs plot. 
 

Dr. Charles Hulse Brereton (1887 - September 1971).  He married Marjorie Dallas Rose (1892-
1973). Both Marjorie and Charles are buried to the south of the Chapel. They had a daughter who 
married John Evelin Dobson.   Based on the cemetery records her name was probably Jean Hulse 

Brereton.  
 

Frank Marvin Brereton (6 August 1893 -14 October 1918) died young 
.  

Lily Letitia Brereton  (1899-1932)  
 

Henry Picton Brereton (17 December 1889 - 11 September 1892)  
 

Dr. T. G. Brereton was also mentioned in the February 7, 1952 issue of ôThe Canadian 
Statesmanõ, Bowmanville, Ontario under the heading;  Early History of the Village of Bethany 
by Mrs. Ross N. Carr . He was the younger brother of Dr. Charles Herbert Brereton.  

                                                           
9    The cemetery records have been provided by Jan Johnson, Manager, St. Maryõs Anglican Cemetery, 

Lifford (near Bethany, Ontario).   She can be reached at 705-277-2479 

In Memory of Alice Brereton Copland 
Daughter of William and Margaret Copland 

Born May 9th 1887   Died July 27th 1929. 
Forever with the Lord  

For Me to Live in Christ  
And to Die is Gain 

 
And her sister 

Sister Willa B 

Born July 20, 1888   Died Jan. 14, 1973 
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A brother, came to Bethany a few years later and from thereon they were spoken as the Old Doctor 
and Young Doctor. He too, shared his brotherõs interest in the community, served on the school board 
and was interested in advanced education for boys and girls.  It was Dr. T. G. Brereton who had the 
first ôhorseless carriageõ and proud were those invited to ride in his new automobile. It was predicted 
that such an invention would never last; they would be of no use in such hilly country etc.  It was a 
great curiosity and we ôthe machineõ was heard approaching, people rushed from their home to see it. 
 
Dr. T. G Brereton and his wife had a family of four; Fred, Charles, Lily and Frank. Charles graduated 
in medicine from Western University and practiced in Toronto.  The great fire of 1911 destroyed the 
office and dwelling of Dr. T. G. Brereton and in helping to try and put the fire out, he caught a severe 
cold from which he did not recover.  He died in Dec. 1911   
 
There was another mention in an article about the Fall Fair which mentioned that Dr. T. G. 
Brereton took a great interest in the fair, always owning good horses.  
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APPENDIX  
 

The Family of Gabriel Lount 10 

 
While searching for information Anne Marie Lount who married Dr. Brereton, I came across some 
interesting information about the Lount family, particularly the stories of George and Samuel Lount, sons 
of Gabriel Lount.  I decided to include it in this history. 
 
1) GABRIEL LOUNT  married Philadelphia Hughes  
According to an article written by Andrew F. Hunter in the History of Simcoe County-Part 2, Gabriel 
Lount, father of Samuel (born 24 Sept 1791); James Lount and George Lount was a land surveyor who 
originally came to the United States from England as a boy.  This reference to arriving as a young boy was 
confirmed in another report which indicated that he came to the United States as an indentured servant. In 
1811, while living in Catawissa, Pennsylvania, USA Gabriel he decided to move his family to Canada; back 
to British soil.   
 
The reference to Gabriel Lount as a surveyor is also found in an article in The Ontario Land Survey, 
Winter 1985 issue. The article Surveyors of the Past written by Peter Mansfield  (includes a photo) 
identifies his father Gabriel Lount as an English born land surveyor who settle in Catawissa, Pennsylvania.  
 
Gabriel, his wife Philadelphia (née Hughes) Lount and family homesteaded on Lot 84, on the east side of 
Yonge Street, Whitchurch (now Whitchurch-Stouffville, Region of York). At the time of their arrival many 
immigrants were arriving in Toronto and like Gabriel travelling north into Upper Canada via Yonge Street. 
This street still exists and stretches several hundreds of miles north from the City of Toronto to Northern 
Ontario passing through many towns mentioned in this history, including Newmarket, Thornhill, Holland 
Landing and Barrie.    
 
While there is a reference to seven children, at this time only three have been identified: 

 
1.1)  Gabriel Lount II   

 
1.2) George Lount    

 
James Lount 

 
1.3) Samuel Lount  

 
1.1)  GABRIEL LOUNT II  married 1st Phoebe Wiggins and 2nd Martha Hughes 
Gabriel Lount II married 1st Phoebe Wiggins and 2nd Martha Hughes.  Phoebe and Gabriel had issue: 
 

John Lount 
 

Dr. Gabriel Lount III  who was born 14 August 1838 at Whitchurch. Dr. Gabriel Lount III  
and family moved to Nolfolk, Ontario where he died 11 December 1881 and is buried in  

                                                           
10 Source of some information: Act of 1837 ð Holland Landing and Holland River  
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Norwich Village Cemetery, in the County of Norfolk, Ontario. 
 
 Gabriel and his 2nd wife Martha had issue: 
 

Jane (or Jennie) Lount 
 

Mrs. J. P. Brereton 
 

 Mrs. Edward  
 

 Mrs. Chas Shepherd  
 

 William Lount.  
 

1.1.1)  Hiram Lount 1820-1876) 
 
1.1.1)  HIRAM LOUNT  (1820-1876) married Elizabeth Brown 
Hiram  married Elizabeth Brown (1832-1925) and they had issue: 

 
Anne Marie Lount  married Dr. William John Brereton of Schomberg(as noted previously) 

 
William Lount  

 
Adelia J. Lount  

 
Henrietta (Minnie) Lount  

 
Emma E. Lount. 

 
Hiram died on 12 May 1876 and is buried in the Barrie Union Cemetery, Barrie, Ontario. 
 
The source of the following information about Elizabeth, wife of Hiram was found in the October 
1925 issue of the Northern Advance: 
 
Mrs. Elizabeth Lount, a resident of Barrie for 50 years passed away at the home of her daughter 
Mrs. Dr. W. J. Brereton, on Tuesday, October ð in her 94th year.  She was born in Schomberg in 
1832, the daughter of Thomas Brown who is identified as an early settled.  In 1851 she married 
Hiram Lount a nephew of Samuel (of Rebellion) 
 
In 1875 Mr. and Mrs. Lount came to Barrie where Mr. Lount died in 1876 (48 years of age)His 
death is recorded in the Northern Advance Newspaper  as having died 12 May 1876. 

 
2)   GEORGE LOUNT  (3 February 1799 ð 1874) married 1st Hannah Tyson and 2nd Margaret Rennie 
George Lount married 1st Hannah Tyson and following her death, in 1835 he married Margaret Rennie. 
He was a land surveyor and became the 1st Registrar for Simcoe County, in 1826.   
 
The family moved to Barrie in October 1846.  George resigned in 1872 and died in 1873.  His children 
included: 
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Gabriel Lount (killed in a fall) 
 

Samuel Lount who succeeded his father as Registrar in Barrie 
 

Charles W. Lount , Stipendiary Magistrate at Bracebridge 
 

Willian Lount , Judge of Supreme Court, Toronto 
 

George L. Lount , Barrister of Barrie; 
 

Robert Lount,  MD of New York; 
 

Hannah Lount  who married J. R. Cotter of Barrie; 
 

Eliza Lount  who married John Dickenson of Barrie; 
 

Susan Lount, 
 

Jane Lount  
 

Lavina Lount  who married G. P. Irwin of Newmarket. 
 
3)  SAMUEL LOUNT  married Elizabeth Soules 
A bibliography of Samuel Lountõs life and his involvement in the Rebellion of 1837 is recorded in an 
article written by Ronald J. Stagg for the Canadian General bibliography . While the very interesting 
article can be found by accessing the Canadian website- I have added a few details about Anne Marieõs 
uncle Samuel (gleaned from various documents) to this history. 
 
Samuel Lount, born in Catawissa, Pennsylvania, United States on 24 September 1791 immigrated to 
Whitchurch, Ontario with his family in 1811.  In 1815 he married Elizabeth Soules (1795-1878) and 
they had issue: Franklin Lount; William Roe Lount; Daniel Soules Lount; Mary Lount; George Lount, 
Seth H. Lount and Samuel David Lount.  
 
As Samuel was born in the USA in 1791 he would have been 20 years of age when the family moved to 
Canada; it is possible some of his siblings did not immigrate to Canada 
 
Around the time of the beginning of the War of 1812 Samuel returned to Pennsylvania returning to 
Whitchurch in 1815 where he apprenticed to become a blacksmith. In 1818 he moved to Newmarket 
where he ôkept a tavernõ and assisted his brother George who was surveying much of West Gwillimbury, 
Tecumseth Township, Innisfil Township and other areas in the region. 
 
Samuel was elected to public office in 1834 (note: as one of the members of the Upper Canada Legislature 
for Simcoe County); however only stayed for one term. He had become disillusioned with government 
and by 1837 he had joined William Lyon Mackenzie, and others who wanted to press the government of 
Upper Canada and Britain to effect reforms. A similar movement was also pressing for change in Lower 
Canada (now Province of Quebec). 
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In December of 1837 the reformers, led by William Lyon Mackenzie planned a peaceful march to Toronto 
where they would present their demands.  The march went very badly and in the end Samuel Lount and 
one other man were arrested on grounds of treason.  They were tried, found guilty and executed on 12 
April 1838.  Records indicate that the two were hanged as an example to the reformers.    
 
On a more positive note, the Rebellion of 1837 and the deaths of the two men did result in the drafting 
of the Durham Report which paved the way to more autonomy for the colonies of Upper and Lower 
Canada. The Durham report was authored by Lord Durham, a British politician, who was sent to North 
America in 1838 to investigate the causes of the twin rebellions the previous year in the colonies of 
Upper and Lower Canada. Durham's famous Report led to a series of reforms and changes including 
the union of the two Canada's into a single colony. It also paved the way for responsible government ñ 
a critical step in the evolution of Canadian democracy. 

Note: There is a Samuel Lount Park in West Gwillimbury 

 

  

mailto:contact@brereton.history.ca


                    C l o u d e s l y  S h o v e l l  B r e r e t o n    p a g e  3 o f  3 3   

 

 
 

© Copyright - Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin ð February 2018 revision ð website: 
breretonhistory.ca   email:  contact@brereton.history.ca  

THE 1837 REBELLION IN UPPER AND LOWER CANADA  
Upper and Lower Canada were thrown into turmoil from 1837 ð38, when insurgents mounted 
rebellions in each colony against the Crown and the political status quo. The revolt in Lower 
Canada was the more serious and violent of the two. However, both events inspired the pivotal 
Durham Report , which in turn led to the union of the two colonies and the arrival of responsible 
government ñ critical events on the road to Canadian nationhood.  
 
Rebellion in Lower Canada (now Province of Quebec) 
The Rebellion in Lower Canada was led by Louis Joseph Papineau and his Patriotes, as well as 
more moderate French Canadian nationalists, who together dominated the elected Legislative 
Assembly. Since the 1820s they had peacefully opposed the authority of the Roman Catholic 
Church and challenged the powers of the British governor and his unelected advisers, 
demanding control over the way revenues raised in the colony were spent.  
Their political demands, which included democratic pleas for responsible government, were 
rejected in London. This, coupled with economic depression for French Canadian farmers in the 
1830s, plus rising tensions with the largely urban Anglophone minority, led to protest rallies 
across the colony and eventual calls by the more radical Patriotes for armed insurrection.  
There were two outbursts of violence, the first in November 18 37, in a series of skirmishes and 
battles between Patriote rebels and trained British regulars as well as Anglophone volunteers. 
The defeat of the disorganized rebels was followed by widespread Anglophone looting and 
burning of French Canadian settlements. Papineau and other rebel leaders fled to the United 
States.  With the help of American volunteers , a second rebellion was launched in November 
1838, but it too was poorly organized and quickly put down, followed by further looting and 
devastation in the countryside.  
The two uprisings left 325 people dead, all of them rebels except for 27 British soldiers. Nearly 
100 rebels were also captured. After the second uprising failed, Papineau departed the US for 
exile in Paris.  
 
Rebellion in Upper Canada (now Ontario) 11 
The Rebellion in Upper Canada was led by William Lyon Mackenzie , a Scottish-born newspaper 
publisher and politician who was a fierce critic of the Family Compact , an elite clique of officials 
and businessmen who dominated the running of the colony and its system of patronage. 
Mackenzie and his followers also opposed a system of land grants that favoured settlers from 
Britain, as opposed to those with ties to the United States ñ many of whom were also denied 
political rights.  
After years of failed efforts at peaceful change, Mackenzie in 1837 convinced his most radical 
followers to try to seize control of  the government and declare the colony a republic. About 1,000 
men, mostly farmers of American origin, gathered for four days in December at Montgomeryõs 
tavern on Yonge Street in Toronto. On 5 December, several hundred poorly armed and organized 
rebels marched south on Yonge Street and exchanged gunfire with a smaller group of loyalist  

                                                           

11     More detail regarding the rebellion can be found in:  THE CANADIAN ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Copyright 2016 Historica Canada. Article by Phillip A. Buckner,   published Sept 15 2013 and revised 
by Richard Foot- last edited April 3 2015.  

 

mailto:contact@brereton.history.ca
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/durham-report/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/rebellion-in-lower-canada/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/louis-joseph-papineau/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/patriotes/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/responsible-government/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/hunters-lodges/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/rebellion-in-upper-canada/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/mackenzie-william-lyon/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/family-compact/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/patronage/
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/article/loyalists/


                    C l o u d e s l y  S h o v e l l  B r e r e t o n    p a g e  3 o f  3 3   

 

 
 

© Copyright - Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin ð February 2018 revision ð website: 
breretonhistory.ca   email:  contact@brereton.history.ca  

militia. The bulk of the rebel force fled in a state of confusion once the firing started. Three day s 
later the full rebel group was dispersed by loyalists from the tavern. There was a small, second 
confrontation soon afterwards in Brantford, but again the insurgents were dispersed.  
Mackenzie and other rebel leaders fled to the US where, with the help of American volunteers, 
various rebel groups launched raids against Upper Canada, keeping the border in a state of 
turmoil for nearly a year. The insurgency fizzled after 1838. Mackenzie spent years in exile in 
New York, before returning to Canada following  a government pardon in 1849. Others weren't 
so lucky. Although only three men ñ two rebels and one loyalist ñ were killed in the early stages 
of the rebellion, many captured rebels were executed by the government.  

 
Causes and Consequences 
Historians have disagreed about how much popular support each rebellion received, and to what 
degree the uprisings were necessary. One argument is that they were the inevitable result of 
undemocratic, unworkable colonial systems, and an imperial government in London that was 
out of touch and unsympathetic to reform. Another view is that the insurgencies amounted to 
pointless bloodletting, which may have even slowed the pace of reform.  
One fact is clear: the rebellions prompted the appointment of Lord Durham  and the writing of 
the Durham Report , which recommended the two colonies be united as one. The Province of 
Canada came into being in 1841, and this in turn led to the introduction of responsible 
government .  
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