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INTRODUCTION
I was born in Canada, daughter of Albert (Bert) Lionel Brereton and Mabel Doak. Dad’s paternal
grandparents, James Westropp Brereton and Ursula Harnett (along with four children) arrived in Canada
from Listowel, Ireland in 1878, after the Captain had been appointed a Dominion Commissioner of Police
by Queen Victoria.
Dad’s maternal grandparents were Dan Martin of Northern Ireland and Julia Crowley, identified as of the
Province of Munster, Ireland. My mother’s great grandparents, both the Willis and Doak families, also
immigrated to Canada from Northern Ireland. So, it is little wonder that I went in search of my Irish
ancestors.
As my great-grandfather Captain James W. Brereton kept a diary and there were family tales and
newspaper clippings of Brereton and Handford Halls, I became intrigued with my Irish Brereton ancestors
at an early age.
I began my journey with the Breretons of Cheshire and I continue to be fascinated with this family who
travelled the world, were knighted and held positions of power. Also, as with many Landed Gentry
families, their sons went into the clergy (some rising to senior positions), became involved in local politics
and certainly there were many in the military throughout the centuries. So, there is lots of interesting
reading which is becoming so much more available thanks to the digitization of many library collections.
In the summer of 2001, I attended the Worldwide Brereton Reunion, in Cheshire, England, which was
coordinated by Pamela and Derek Brereton of Michigan, USA. The attendees, who came from the United
States, Australia, Great Britain, Ireland, Canada and Zimbabwe visited many sites, including Brereton Hall,
Handforth Hall, Bowden Church, Altrincham, St. Marys, Church Nantwich, St. Oswald's Church, Brereton
Chapel, St. Mary's Church, Astbury and Gawsworth Hall. What an amazing experience.
Actually, this was my second of three visits to Brereton Hall. The first time occurred, in 1993, when my
husband and I visited England and had the privilege of touring the Hall with the owners, Mary and Derrick
Creigh. At the time, they were considering transitioning the Hall from the its former life as a private girl’s
school to a venue for hosting weddings and other events. The Brereton Hall property was still intact;
however, it required significant upgrading. Since that time, Brereton Hall changed ownership at least
twice and in 1999 the owner severed the Hall from other properties on the site. You can find more
information about the Hall and its inhabitants in my histories ‘Brereton Hall, Cheshire’ and ‘The Breretons of
Cheshire’.
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While I have always been interesting in learning about my own Brereton family, it was the Reunion of 2001
that sparked my interest in writing and resulted in my initial history, ‘In Search of My Family’. Twenty years
have passed since I completed the first history; there are currently fifteen histories on my website
www.breretonhistory.ca. Some of the histories, such as The Descendants of David Brereton of Killurin, Ireland,
were written in response to a personal search for my Irish ancestors, while others were in response to
emails from Breretons looking for their personal story. As many old genealogical records follow the male
line, I initially followed suit; however, over time I have added stories about the female Breretons, including
those who married into the Brereton families.
While a lot of time has been spent searching for source documents and writing the histories, my husband
Bob and I have travelled extensively in Ireland, England, Wales and Canada, taking photos, visiting sites,
visiting archives and gathering information. Our visits to England were key to writing my early histories.
However, walking along the shore of Cross Lake, Manitoba, on the site settled by my great-grandparents
provided a real sense of connection. Our trips to Ireland where I visited so many Breretons sites, including
the birthplace of my great-grandparents and my great-great-great-grandfather, David Brereton of Killurin,
Co. Offaly (born 1732), felt like coming home.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
While travel and research played a critical role in developing my understanding of the breadth and scope
of the Brereton story, and in the development of the histories I have written, I also want to acknowledge
the help I received, early in the process, from Ann Beverly Coltman. We met in 2001, at the Brereton
Reunion in Cheshire and it was through her that I learned about the genealogical research and stories
gathered by Patrick Montague-Smith. Anne shared some of his written notes with me and they allowed
me to gradually build my initial family history.
For those who have not heard of Patrick Montague-Smith; he was a genealogist, editor of Debrett’s Peerage
and a Brereton on his mother’s side. Patrick had planned to track the Brereton Hall title and so, in the
spring of 1948, letters and articles appeared in major newspapers throughout the British Empire and its
former colonies appealing for information to help solve the mystery of the unclaimed title of Lord Brereton, Baron
of Leighlin, created by King James I. Patrick was interested in biographies, life stories and reminiscences as
well as pedigrees, and over the years he gathered a significant amount of information from Breretons all
over the world. Apparently, he also had visits from some who hoped to discover where they fit into the
Brereton lexicon. Patrick died in 1986, and to the best of my knowledge never published his planned
Brereton book. By incorporating some of his research into this volume, Patrick’s typewritten notes will not
be lost and I sincerely hope he would be pleased to see the information shared with his Brereton kin.
Anne, who is a descendant of the Breretons of South Africa, also shared her 1977 Master’s thesis titled A
Comparative Study of the Breretons of Wisconsin and the Breretons of South Africa their pedigrees and biographies.
Her thesis provided another wonderful source of information, particularly when I was writing the stories
about Brereton Hall and The Breretons of Cheshire.
RESEARCH
Researching a family history is so much easier with all the information available on the ‘web’; however,
the biggest challenge is in validating the data. I have often added comments related to the source of
information throughout the history, and at other times have provided footnotes when I wanted to add
information concerning sites, some history of families who married Breretons or other bits of information
that I thought would enhance the story.
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What began, twenty years ago, as a desire to find and record my Irish ancestors has evolved into numerous
Brereton histories. This occurred, as a result of my determination to capture and share all the information
I gathered over the years, and as a response to the many inquiries I received from other Brereton ancestors,
especially once my initial histories were uploaded to the web.
To assist the reader in following the numerous family generation and stories, individuals are identified in
the history using a numbering system which identifies generations, e.g. 1) first generation, 1.1) second
generation, 1.1.1) third generation etc. The numbering continues within each family only when sufficient
information is available regarding family members; consequently, at times individuals are identified
without being numbered.
GRAMMAR AND NOTES ABOUT SPELLING
Given the age of some the information found during my research, not surprisingly, the print was not
always clear. Further, the use of archaic spelling and uncommon words (i.e. coigns), older style
punctuation and sentence structure, the use of British legal terms and currencies, led to some challenges.
However, I did persevere and while I often retained the archaic spelling of words, I provided footnotes
whenever I thought it would help the reader to better understand the information. I have also used
Canadian spelling for words such as colour, and of course, my own writing style may at times not meet
editorial standards.
SHARING
There are so many interesting stories to be found about the Breretons who stayed in England and those
who travelled the world. The Brereton men were involved in politics and power, served in the military,
were clergy, doctors, lawyers, law makers and law enforcers, merchants, vintners, scholars and so much
more. I hope you find this a fun, interesting and enlightening history! For me, sharing the history and
corresponding with other Brereton continues to be an important part of my history projects.
This history was written for my own family and for sharing with other interested Breretons, consequently,
it must not be used for commercial purposes without the written permission of the author. While the
document has been uploaded in a PDF format to discourage alteration by others, if you have information
that will enhance the stories; or that contradicts information I have provided, I am certainly open to
reviewing and/or updating the stories.
THANK YOU
Lastly, I want to thank all of you who have contacted me over the years; your support, interest and the
new information provided has certainly helped me continue to capture the stories of our Brereton
ancestors. If you find your ancestors among the many histories; I would appreciate it if you acknowledge
my histories as a source, when appropriate – as I have done with earlier histories.
Faye Brereton-Goodwin, Ontario, Canada
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THOMAS AND LUCY BRERETON OF DUBLIN, IRELAND
& BRERETONS OF PENNSYLVANIA, USA
Descendants of Andrew Brereton of Vicar of Pierstown Landy (1643-1695)
In the publication Biographical Annals of Franklin County, Volume I there is a fairly detailed history of this
family. The publication, which is undated (however appears to be very old) contains genealogical records
of representative families including many of the early settlers and biographical sketches of prominent
citizens. It identifies Reverend Andrew Brereton (MA 1660 Trinity College) and his third wife Mary as the
parents of Thomas Brereton, merchant, of Dublin and Balbriggan, near Baltrothery. The author has only
identified the first spouse and children of Reverend Andrew. However, it appears quite possible that the
aforementioned Thomas of Dublin was the father of this Pennsylvania line.
Andrew Brereton1 who died 22 July, 1690 has also been identified as being in descent from Sir William Brereton
of Brereton, Malpas Castle, Cheshire, and Ireland and his wife Alice Savage. Henry Brereton of Loughtioge,
grandson of Sir William and Alice Brereton had a son Andrew of Philipstown and Killavowle, Ireland. He
was a Captain during the Rebellion of 1641 and along with his brother William purchased the Philipstown
property. In this history, I have shown Andrew as being without issue. Some have been suggested that
Andrew of the Pennsylvania line was the son of William Brereton and Duncea Chichester. However, the
date of attendance at Trinity College and his date of death does not support this. Another possibility is the
natural son of Andrew Brereton of Moyle (not the son of his wife Catharine Fitz-Simons-Brereton). Again,
the dates do not support the Franklin County information. This Andrew, who married Catherine Lynch of
The Knock County Meath, has not been followed.
Additional hints regarding the family lineage can be found in Miscellanea Genealogic and Heraldica, dated
1888. In this volume Thomas J Brereton of Yonkers, New York, identifies Thomas Brereton, Gent of Dublin
(living there in 1724) as leasing a dwelling on Abbey Street, Dublin to Edmond MacQuire, Gent. He also
states that Thomas Brereton who sailed on the Betty was a son of Thomas of Dublin. The reason given for
the statements by Thomas of Yonkers was - he was searching for his ancestors. He also stated that he had
the family’s seal – namely the Brereton Arms: agent, 2 bars sable. With the crest: out of a ducal coronet –
bears head muzzled.
In this history, the author has followed Andrew Brereton, Vicar of Pierstown Landy (1643-1695), the son of
Rector Robert Brereton of Tymoge and grandson of John Brereton of Rahamargue, and Great Grandson of
Sir William. While the dates are not identical to those provided in the Franklin County Volume, Andrew
did attend Trinity College – graduating in 1661 and he is shown as dying in 1695 (not 1690).
Unfortunately, without further information regarding Andrew Brereton’s third wife we cannot follow the
descendants with any certainty. Consequently, this history begins with Thomas Brereton who married Lucy
(who resided at 105 Upper Leeson Street, Dublin). They had issue:

1

On another web site I found a family tree for this line which supports the Franklin County record. It went further and identified
William Brereton and Duncea of Chichester as the parents of Rev. Andrew. It continued with that line as outlined earlier in this
history. I have not made this connection on paper as other records identify only two sons William and Henry Brereton who married
the Blount sisters. However, there appears to be sufficient evidence that the family is correct. This connection would make him a greatgrandson of William Brereton and Anne Boothe.
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1) Mary Brereton died unmarried in 1798
2) Thomas Brereton (baptised 11 June 1720), of Dublin married Sarah Marshall
George Brereton (baptised 17 November 1864) in St. Peters Parish records, Dublin (Church of Ireland)
Alexander Brereton (5 May 1867-?) St. Peters Parish records, Dublin (Church of Ireland)
1) MARY BRERETON
Mary Brereton’s will is still preserved2 in the family. She left £500 to be divided between her brother’s two
children with the stipulation that ‘in case either of them should die, £250 to the survivor, which sum to be divided
and disposed of in the most advantageous manner for their benefit, but not to be paid into the hands of their mother.’
2) THOMAS BRERETON OF DUBLIN (31 May 1720 – 15 November 1787) married Sarah Marshall, born
1765 in Northampton, VA
Thomas, a Sea Captain, sailed from Liverpool in 1752, in command of the privateer Betty which was owned
by John Walker a merchant of Liverpool and member of the firm of Gildart & Company. The Betty was a ship
of about three hundred and fifty tons burden. It carried twelve guns of nine and six pounds weight besides
swivel guns and was manned by forty men. In 1763, Captain Brereton was in Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A:
this was not Thomas’s first time in Maryland.
The first issue of The Maryland Journal and Advertiser (later renamed the Baltimore American) dated Friday
20 August, 1773 shows Thomas as still following a nautical vocation.
He was a broker, warehouseman, ship chandler and colonial correspondent of Gildart & Company. Letters
addressed to him during this period, though entirely devoted to business show him to have had the
confidence of his associates who sought his counsel and advice on all sorts of matters. He was a Notary
Public of Baltimore and his notarial seal displayed the Brereton coat of arms. This seal has been preserved
by his descendants. On several occasions he acted as executor for various estates and once for an estate in
which George Washington was interested. Washington’s replies are treasured as precious heirlooms of the
family.
On 26 February, 1781 Thomas married Sarah Marshall, daughter of Major Thomas John Marshall of
Northampton, Virginia. Major Thomas, who served as a Revolutionary Office with Colonel Gist’s Regiment
of Maryland Volunteers, was a descendant of John Marshall, who had sailed from London in 1635 and
received a grant of a plantation on Allen Creek in that year. In 1729 Major Marshal inherited a plantation on
Occohannock Creek, which is the boundary between Accomack and Northampton Counties into which the
Virginia Peninsula is divided.
Captain Brereton3 died on 15 November, 1787 at his residence, Fell’s Point, Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A. His
widow Sarah Brereton married William Ross of Bladensburg, Maryland, U.S.A. Her second marriage was
childless and she died at Bladensburg in 1813. A miniature portrait of Sarah as a young woman presents her
as handsome with brown hair and eyes, with arched eyebrows. Thomas Brereton and Sarah left issue:

2
3

This information was collated by Thomas J. Brereton of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania from research conducted by Charles A. Hapin,
Junior.
His widow Sarah Brereton married William Ross of Bladensburg, Maryland. Her second marriage was childless and she died at
Bladensburg in 1813.
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2.1) Thomas Brereton of Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A (born 1785)
2.2) John Andrew Brereton of Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A. (15 April 1787 – 21 April 1839)
married Amelia Lovering
Note: In the document ‘Miscellanea Genealogica and Heraldica’ (edited by Joseph Jackson Howard, LL D,
FSA) printed in 1888, there is a footnote where Thomas J. Brereton of Yonkers, New York, USA – who
hold the seal of son Thomas mentions that Thomas (and Lucy) Brereton leased a dwelling on Abbey
Street, Dublin to Edmond McGuire.
2.1) THOMAS BRERETON (born 1785)
Thomas Brereton was born in Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A. He was an Ensign in the United States Navy
but died a young man.
2.2) DR. JOHN ANDREW BRERETON (15 April 1787 – 21 April 1839) married Amelia Lovering (11
August 1793 – circa 1848)
The younger son John Andrew Brereton was born in Baltimore on 15 April, 1787, a few months before
his father’s death. John was lame from infancy, apparently having been thrown over a fence by an
intoxicated nurse who allowed him to remain there all night. This resulted in a permanent injury to his
hip.
Following the death of his father his mother married William Ross of Bladensburg, Maryland. Her second
marriage was childless and she died in Bladensburg in 1813. There is a miniature portrait of Sarah4 as a
young woman which presents her as handsome with brown hair and eyes, with arched eyebrows.
At some point there became a connection with William Lovering. After his second wife died (her maiden
name was probably Reid – this son died in Calcutta, India) his daughter Amelia5 Lovering (who was an
infant at the time) was placed in the care of Mrs. Ross, the widow of Captain Brereton. Amelia was
virtually adopted Sarah Brereton-Ross.
While William Lovering is identified as ‘of London’ he became a well know architect, surveyor and
builder in Washington, Georgetown and Alexandria, USA – as well as other location According to a 16
June 1802 article in the Alexandria newspaper: In 1796 Lovering supplied Robert Morris and John
Nicholson with plans for the construction of 20 houses along the Square at South Capitol Street. In 1806,
he relocated to Philadelphia where he planned to teach architecture and Carpentry.
Eventually, John fell in love with his childhood companion and on 14 December John Brereton and
Amelia Lovering6 were married.
John Brereton graduated in medicine and surgery from the Maryland College of Physicians in 1808 and
was appointed a Surgeon in the United States Navy three years later. He served throughout the War of
1812 in the frigate Congress

4
5

6

The story is told that General Washington, at a point in their childhood, during a visit to their mother, dangled both children on his
knee.
It was after the death of William Lovering’s second wife that his daughter Amelia was placed in the care of Mrs. Ross, the widow of
Captain Brereton; Lovering then returned to England. After an interval of eighteen months Lovering married a third wife, Susan
White. Upon Loverling’s death he was buried in Baltimore.
Amelia, a Londoner by birth (from an Essex family) was christened in St. Paul’s Cathedral. Her father William Lovering brought
her to America at the age of one month. He was a distinguished architect and designed many of the early buildings in Washington,
District of Columbia, USA
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Following their marriage Dr. John Brereton was stationed for many years in Washington D.C. where his
botanical research gave him considerable celebrity. He published a catalogue of the flora of the District
of Columbia, and edited the first botanical magazine to be published in the United States. He was
prominent amongst early phrenologists7 and stood high in Freemasonry. Later he was stationed at Fort
Independence, Boston Harbour for some time prior to his death, which occurred at Charlestown,
Massachusetts, on 21 April, 1839.
By one who styled himself his messmate and very particular friend Dr. Brereton was described as a gentleman
of unblemished reputation, possessing a high sense of honour, a generous and noble heart, of high standing in his
profession, much respected and esteemed by his brother officers. Amelia Brereton was the only one of William
Lovering’s children whose descendants remained in America.
Her half-brother Colonel Reid, an officer in the service of the East India Company died in Calcutta about
1840, severing the link of these Breretons with the home country. In her widowhood, William Lovering’s
third wife Susan White-Lovering lived with her step-daughter Amelia Brereton and her husband John
Brereton.
Amelia born in England in 1793 and died 18 September 1847 (age 53/4) at Roxbury, Suffolk Co.
Massachusetts, USA and was in buried Mount Auburn Cemetery, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Most of
her offspring are also buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery.
Susan Brereton-Ross, left her property to her step-grandchildren. There were five children of John and
Amelia who survived infancy:
2.2.1) Captain Thomas John Brereton (13 August 1822 – 18 September 1870) married Amelia Melizena.
Denny Brereton (April 1832 – August 1898)
Henry Brereton, died young
Mary Jane Brereton, died young
Eugenia Brereton (1827-1883)
Laura Randall Brereton (24 September 1827-1901)
George Brereton, died in infancy
Emily Brereton
2.2.1) CAPTAIN THOMAS JOHN BRERETON (13 August 1822 – 18 September 1870) married
Amelia Melizena Denny
Thomas was born in Washington, District of Columbia. On 22 August, 1822 entered the Boston Latin
School and remained there until his father’s death when the family moved to Washington: his mother
had inherited a small property from her step-mother. Shortly afterwards (1839) he was appointed to
a cadetship at West Point, by President Fillmore, at the request of General Towson, a devoted friend
of his father.
7

Phrenology, from Greek: mind and knowledge, was especially popular from about 1810 until 1840. Following the materialist notions
of mental functions originating in the brain, phrenologists believed that human conduct could best be understood in neurological rather
than abstract terms. It is now considered a pseudoscience.
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When Cadet Brereton graduated, he was third among the honour men of the class of 1843. In
recognition, the General presented him a gilded sword (which had saved his own life in battle. Thomas
John Brereton first was assigned to a regiment of field artillery, but soon after was transferred to the
Ordnance Corps in recognition of his high standing in his class.
When the Mexican War broke out, he was ordered to the frontier and served on General Taylor’s staff
at the Battle of Palo Alto and at Resaca de la Palma where he was brevetted for conspicuous and meritorious
bravery on the field of battle. Despite his youth he was placed in Command of Fort Brown, the base
where all the ordnance supplies for the armies, operating under General.
Upon returning to the United States he served at the Arsenal of Frankfort, Allegheny and Mobile. He then
obtained a year’s furlough and during this time he served in the capacity of chief engineer, constructed
the Allegheny Valley Railroad as far as Kittanning, Pennsylvania. He later served as President of the
Railroad.
On 12 October, 1854 he married Amelia Melazena Denny (born 1832) daughter of the Honourable
Harmar Denny of Pittsburgh, one of the leading Pittsburgh families and Elizabeth Febiger-Denny.
Harmar’s father, Jamor Ebenezer Denny was a Revolutionary Officer, a member of the Order of
Cincinnati and the first Mayor of Pittsburgh.
His mother Nancy Wilkins was a sister of the Hon. William Wilkins, United States Senator, Secretary
of War and Minister of Russia. Mrs. Brereton’s mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Denny was a daughter of
General James O’Hara8 who was educated in France and became an ensign in the Coldstream Guards.
In 1858, Captain Brereton resigned from the Army so he could manage the large estate of Mrs. Denny.
He also entered the oil business distilling petroleum from coal. He was an early adherent of the Oxford
Movement in the American Church, a vestryman, churchwarden and member of the standing
committee of his diocese. He died at Yonkers, New York on 18 September, 1870 leaving issue:
2.2.1.1.) Thomas John Brereton (21 September 1858) married Frances Maud Mary Lindsay
2.2.1.2) William Denny Brereton (14 October 1860) married Helen Hyde
Elizabeth Denny Brereton (21 June 1856) in Pittsburgh
Caroline Emily Brereton (11 June 1862)
Henry Edward Harmer Brereton (12 July 1865) in Pittsburgh
Denny Brereton (29 November 1867)
2.2.1.1) THOMAS JOHN BRERETON (21 September 1858-1929) of Chambersburg Pennsylvania,
U.S.A married Frances Maud Mary Lindsay (1859-1936)
Thomas was born in Pittsburgh. He graduated from Columbia University in 1879 and from the
School of Mines, Columbia College in 1883. He ‘entered’ the Service of the Pennsylvania Railway
in the Department of Survey and Construction. In 1884 he was transferred to the maintenance of
way department at Altoona and in 1886 became Assistant Supervisor of the Monongahela Division.
8

General O’Hara came to America as a young man, fought in the Revolution and became Quartermaster of the United States Army.
By judicious investments he amassed a considerable fortune.
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In 1888, he was promoted to Supervisor of the Tyrone Division. In 1893 he was appointed Engineer
of the Cumberland Valley Railway. Thomas was a vestryman of the Protestant Episcopal Church
and a Freemason.
He married Frances Maud Mary Lindsay, daughter of William Henry and Jane (Seton) Lindsay of
Dublin. Thomas was interested in family history and in 1900 wrote to his kinsman, Major William
Robert Brereton of New Abbey:
I am sending you a photograph of four young cadets of the Brereton family, my sons, as a gentle reminder of
your promise made long years ago to send me your likeness as the head of the family. It may add some interest
to this photograph to say something of the blood which flows in the veins of these little chaps, and of which
they have just cause to be proud.
Their maternal grandmother was Jane Seton, descended in the eldest line and as far as I know the last of it,
from the Seton Family1. Mrs. Jane Seton Lindsay was the niece of Archbishop Magee of Dublin and a cousin
of Archbishop Magee of York, in his time reputed the greatest preacher in England. On my side, besides the
Breretons, they are descended from Sir John Denny who, with his eldest son, was killed at Agincourt. Their
tomb and arms were recently shown in the Chapel of St. Denys at that place. Through their great-greatgrandfather they descend from the O’Hara’s of Tyrawley who trace their ancestry to the ancient Celtic Kings
of Ulster. It is a fact therefore that the best blood of the three kingdoms flows in them.
Thomas John Brereton died at Chambersburg on 3 February 1929 and is buried in the Norland
Cemetery in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. Frances, born 1859 died in 1936 and is also buried in
Norland Cemetery. Thomas and Frances left issue:
2.2.1.1.1) Thomas Eugene Lindsay Brereton of Lansdowne, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. (2 December
1885-1969) married Helen Emma Oyler (1887-1969)
2.2.1.1.2) Seton Lindsay Brereton 5 March 1889-1931)
Francis Marshall Brereton (19 August 1890 -?)
O’Hare Denny Brereton (21 August 1892 -?)
2.2.1.1.3) Henry Elwin Harmar Brereton
2.2.1.1.4) Denny Brereton
Amelia Brereton (29 November 1900 -?)
Francis Brereton (18 August 1891-29 March 1971) married Sarah Oyler Brereton,
younger sister of Helen Oyler. There was an article in the July 1957 edition of ‘The Billboard’
regarding the death of Doc Oyler who was a Side Show Manager for many circuses including
Ringling Brothers. It identified Mrs. Thomas Brereton and Mrs. Francis Brereton as his sisters.
He died in Duncannon, Pennsylvania
2.2.1.1.1) THOMAS EUGENE LINDSAY BRERETON married Helen Emma Oyler (18871969)
Thomas was the eldest son of this branch. Early information available to the author indicated
that Thomas had no surviving children; however, Susan Brereton Shaw, granddaughter of
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Thomas contacted the author of this history with the following information: Thomas married
Helen Oyler and had issue:
Thomas William Brereton (1911 – 1933)
Helen Brereton (1912 - 1999) married Mr. Shaw. They had two daughters
Susan Brereton Shaw and Jean Seaton Shaw.
Susan has the wedding ring of Fannie Lindsay
Marjorie Livingstone Brereton (1914—1991 married Alexander Hoyle Ralston, Senior.
She died in Philadelphia.)
2.2.1.1.2) SETON LINDSAY BRERETON (1889-1931)
Seton, born in Osceola, Mills, Pennsylvania, married Margaret Cummings (1901-?) daughter of
Burton Everitt Cummings (1870-1922) and Elizabeth Matilda Hagerman –Cummings (18731943). Following Seton’s death, Margaret married James Harold Hallman (1873-1943). Seton and
Margaret had issue:
Robert Marshall Brereton (1923-?)
2.2.1.1.2.1) Rev. Deaconess Amelia Brereton
(29 November 1900 – 2 March 1975)
2.2.1.1.2.1) DEACONESS AMELIA BRERETON (29 November 1900 – 2 March 1975)
Amelia served with the missionary service of the United States Episcopal Church in Virginia, USA.
She was the godmother of Susan Shaw.
2.2.1.1.3) HENRY EDWIN HARMAR BRERETON of Lake George, New York State, U.S.A
(July 12, 1865 – May 13, 1957) married 1st Helen Loup and 2nd Elizabeth Denny Gregg.
Henry was born on 12 July 1865 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, son of Captain John Brereton (18221870) and Amelia Melizena (Denny) Brereton. He was the grandson of Harmar Denny (17941852) the Mayor of Pittsburgh and Congressman.
The family moved to Yonkers, New York where Henry studied at the Bussey Institute from 1891
to 1892
He moved to Lake George in Warren County, NY and was involved in agriculture, forestry, and
the real estate business. He married 1st Helena Loup and on October 18, 1921, he married 2nd his
cousin Elizabeth Denny Gregg (born 1877).
Henry Brereton was a member of the New York State Assembly for Warren County from 1911
to 1917 and was Chairman of the Committee on Privileges and Elections from 1914 to 1916.
Brereton was a member of the New York State Senate (33rd D.) from 1927 to 1932, sitting in the
150th, 151st, 152nd, 153rd, 154th and 155th State Legislatures.
He died on May 13, 1957, at his home in Diamond Point, New York, following a long illness.
2.2.1.1.4) DENNY BRERETON of Lake George & Greenwich, Connecticut, U.S.A. (29
November 1867–1953) married Mary Whiteside (25 August 1877–15 June, 1962)
Denny who had interests in real estate and banking married Mary Whiteside (25 August 1854 –
15 June 1962) in June 1902. They left issue:
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2.2.1.1.4.1) Randle Brereton
Denny Brereton
2.2.1.1.4.2) Harmar Brereton (19 May 1909) married Eleanor Collins
2.2.1.1.4.1) RANDLE BRERETON
Randle Brereton of Pittsburgh, a graduate of Yale University, U.S.A became a Vice President
of Fidelity Trust Company.
2.2.1.1.4.2) HARMAR BRERETON (born 19 May 1909) married Eleanor Collins
In July 1934, Harmar Brereton married Eleanor Collins (24 November, 1909 - 25 December
1982). They had issue:
Constance Brereton
Linda Brereton
Harmar Brereton, MD
Derek Pomeroy Brereton PhD (born 1945) married first, Bonita Pacala
and second Pamela Gay Newcomb
2.2.1.2) CAPTAIN WILLIAM DENNY BRERETON (died 1925) married Helen Hyde William
entered Columbia University and in 1880 was appointed to West Point. However, owing to injuries
received during athletics, William resigned soon afterwards. In 1886, he married Helen Hyde,
daughter of an English landowner, Thomas Hyde, Justice of the Peace, Worcestershire and sister
of Captain Walter Hyde of the Royal Navy.
William was engaged in business in San Francisco, California, USA until 1888, when he returned
to Allegheny to attend to his mother’s interests in the Denny estate.
When the Spanish War broke out in 1898, he enlisted in the 1st Volunteer Cavalry (Rough Riders) but
in a few months the war was over. When their sons entered Annapolis, William and Helen moved
to that town, where they lived until their death in 1925. They had issue:
2.2.1.2.1) Captain William Denny (Bill) Brereton (1887-1974) married Nancy Collins
2.2.1.2.2) General Lewis Hyde Brereton married first Helen Clason Willis,
married second Ivy V. Larkin and third Zena Groves
2.2.1.2.1) CAPTAIN WILLIAM DENNY (BILL) BRERETON (born 15 December, 1887)
married Nancy Collins
In 1904 William entered the Navy as a Midshipman and by 1913 was commissioned as a
Lieutenant. He commanded torpedo boats and a gunboat in China; and in the First World War,
a destroyer and a transport.
He married Nancy Collins (she died in 1953) and had issue, three daughters, all of whom
married. Her obituary identified Nancy as the wife of Captain William D. Brereton United States
Navy (retired) of Longfellow Road, Jamestown. She was born in Hannibal, Missouri, USA
daughter of the late Francis and Aleen Harrison Collins. Her children were identified as Mrs.
Robert D. Swezey of New Orleans, Mrs. Hamilton Robinson of Washington D.C. and Mrs.
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Thomas P. Cutler of Chestnut Hill, Mass. Though not fit enough for sea duty in World War II,
he served for four years as Naval Attaché to the American Embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina
and subsequently was Chief of Staff at the Naval Shipyard at Norfolk, Virginia, U.S.A. In 1946,
after 42 years of active duty, he was placed on the retired list.
2.2.1.2.2) LIEUTENANT GENERAL LEWIS HYDE BRERETON (born 1890) married first,
Helen Clason Willis, second, Ivy V. Larkin and third Zena Groves
Lewis Hyde Brereton was born at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, U.S.A. 21 June, 1890. His career was
a most distinguished and unusual one: he served in all three of the regular services of the United
States. He graduated at Annapolis in 1911 three years after his elder brother Bill, as an Ensign
United States Navy, however, having a preference for the Army, in 1912, he transferred that
summer and became one of the first American military aviators in these pioneer days.
During World War I he served in the Philippines and France, was shot down twice by the
enemy, and survived. He was awarded many medals, including the French Croix de Guerre with
four palms, and the Legion of Honour. Explaining the Distinguished Service Cross, he later said:
I was flying like hell to get home and a lot of Huns got in the way. He served as Air Attaché at the
American Embassy, Paris from 1919 to 1923 and subsequently at Brussels and Madrid. For ten
years he was instructor at military schools, including the Air Tactical College (now the Air
University) and the Command and General Staff school. He wrote the basic texts for direct
support air action.
When clouds were gathering over America in the autumn of 1941, he was commanding General
of the Third Air Force, a position to which he had been appointed that July. In October he was
summoned to Washington and upon arrival General Marshall asked him - when can you leave for
the Philippines? General MacArthur, with whom he had served in World War I, had selected him
to command the Far East Air Force.
Upon his arrival early in November, Lewis was received by MacArthur in his dressing gown,
having just emerged from the bath. He slapped Brereton on the back, and threw his arm over
his shoulders.
Well Lewis, he said, I have been waiting for you. I knew war was coming, and am damned glad to see
you. You have been the subject of considerable conversation between me and General Marshall and (Hap)
Arnold (General Henry H. Arnold).
On December 8, about 4 a.m. on the morning Brereton's phone rang. He was told that Pearl
Harbour had been bombed and America was at war. He fought through the bitter days of plane
losses on the ground and in the air to overwhelming Japanese numbers. After three weeks of
uneven battle, rather than lose his remaining Fortresses, he was ordered to proceed with his
headquarters south to Java. There he sent them into brilliant but unavailing raids and battles
over the Indies, Java Sea, and the Strait of Makassar. His fighter protection dwindled and almost
vanished. In addition to running the U.S. Air Force he was appointed Deputy Commander-inChief of all the ABDACOM Air Forces (Australian, British, Dutch and American Command)
and Deputy Chief of Air Staff under Wavell; however, this set-up did not last for long. General
Brereton wrote in his diary:9 Lembang, Java, 23 February, 1942. The last conference at ABDACOM
was held today. The Governor General of the Netherlands East Indies announced that ABDACOM was
dissolved and that the defense of the Netherlands East Indies had been assumed by the Dutch. I was
surprised and pleased in view of my relations with General Wavell, when he asked me to walk to his
9

The Brereton Diaries by Lieutenant General Lewis H. Brereton, New York
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quarters with him. He commended me very frankly and expressed the hope that I would assume Command
of the Air Forces in India and Burma. This was the first time he had expressed any appreciation of what
the American Air Force had done.
It was decided that Brereton should fly to India to build up a force to strike at Japan through
China, leaving General Brett to take the remaining American planes to Australia. General
Brereton flew by night to Ceylon, where Wavell joined him. He wrote in his diary: General
Wavell, who had left India only two months previously, said to his deputy, General Sir Alan Hartley,
Well, here I am home again like a bad penny. I personally refrained from speculating on my present worth.
The Japanese had chased me out of the Pacific all the way from the Philippines to India, and I was pretty
damn sore about it.
Frankly stated, except for direst need, he would not commit his 10th Air Force to any piecemeal
operations. He had had enough of sending insufficient forces into battle and henceforth insisted
on building up a striking air force. He led effective raids on Japanese installations in the
Andaman Islands and on Rangoon.
General Brereton got on well with the British, but clung fiercely to his Americanism. He
commanded his secretary to fine him every time he used a non-American expression. Right ho’s
used to cost him a rupee a time. Then in June 1942 he received orders to proceed to the Middle
East to take such heavy bombers as were available to assist Auchinleck. He was chosen because
of his wide combat experience; Tobruk at that time was in a critical position. In August, at a
luncheon in the British Embassy, Churchill told him: I was in the President's Office the day it was
decided to whistle you from India over here to the Middle East. He added that he remembered about
Brereton, because of my English name. That month Alexander took over Command of the
Middle East.
In August 1945, General Brereton directed Operational Tidal Wave, the daring low-level attack
to destroy the Ploesti Oil Refineries in Rumania, without doubt the most difficult assignment
ever given to an air force. The mission required the bombers to fly across the Mediterranean
and over the Balkan Mountains to reach Ploesti, a record round trip of approximately twentyfour hundred miles. Situated in an inverted U-shaped valley thirty-five miles to the north of
Bucharest, this was one of the most heavily defended targets In Europe. Results were extremely
successful; sixty percent destruction was achieved putting a serious dent in German oil supply.
The German girl who popularized Lillie Marlene on the Berlin radio to the troops in the desert
announced, Fine Job of Ploesti, Brereton, but you lost too many.
In September 1943, at the end of the North African Campaign General Brereton arrived in London
to assume Command of the United States Air Force in Europe (the 9th), the biggest job of his
career. On the following page is an excerpt from his diary:
CHEQUERS - 11 March, 1944
Guest of the Prime Minister at Chequers, the only other guest being a relative. It was the Prime
Minister‘s habit to invite the senior American Commanders to his home for dinner to get acquainted with
them and, I judge, to see how they were getting on with their British opposite number. I have met
Churchill several times, and he always seemed to remember me. I presume he was briefed beforehand. At
any rate he greeted me with ‘Hullo, Brereton’ how are you and the Ninth Air Force? ‘And then talked
shop for a while. During the evening, interesting conversations were held on the Russian situation and
its future possibilities, Anglo-American relationships, the effect of our bombing on French civilians, and
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the organization of the Ninth Air Force. He had an agile mind, and a live personality. After dinner we
gathered in the private screening room to see a film entitled ‘Demi-Paradise’ with Laurence Olivier.
Churchill walked out on the picture, muttering, ‘This is nothing but Russian propaganda, let's go get a
drink, Brereton’. We returned to his study and, over brandy and cigars, continued our talk.
In August 1944 General Brereton formed the first Allied Airborne Army with General Browning
as his Deputy Commander. General Eisenhower, he wrote, was very flattering in his remarks about
why I was chosen, and told me my name had been approved on the high level - which means, I guess,
Churchill and the President.
Their first major operation was at Arnhem, on which the General observed: I oppose any
suggestion that the airborne operation in Holland was a failure. It was an outstanding success. We
accomplished every mission assigned us in the original plan. However, the combined airborne ground
operation was not a complete success because the ground forces did not make contact at Arnhem on
schedule. Brooke, later Lord Alanbrooke and then C.I.G.S said on congratulating him after the
Rhine crossing: I realize that our contribution has necessarily been limited in quantity, and that owing
to our inability to provide trained reinforcements rapidly for the First Airborne Division, we have latterly
been able to put only one division at your disposal…….. ? The leadership which you have exercised
with such sympathy and understanding has resulted in a most happy fusion of the airborne forces of
our two nations, and has made them into one team in a manner which must be nearly unique in military
history.
As General Brereton was the only United States General Officer who participated in operations
on all the major fronts, his diary is especially interesting. It is also almost unique in that he does
not criticize other war leaders. Upon retirement in 1948, General Brereton was appointed
Chairman of the Military committee to the United States Atomic Energy Commission.
General Brereton married three times. He and his first wife, Helen Clason Willis had two sons
and a daughter. In 1931, he married Ivy V. Larkin and in 1946 he married Zena Groves, daughter
of Colonel Bell of the Indian Army. He met Zena during wartime London, when she was a
motor unit driver and Special Service volunteer.

Brereton Route, Australia10
The Brereton Route is named for Major General Lewis H. Brereton the United States Eastern Air
Force Commander General, who had arrived in Australia from Manila in mid-1941 to survey
an aerial supply route across the Australian Continent to bolster his Philippines forces in the
event of Japanese invasion. With the aid of RAAF field officers, the FEAF Commander
designated a network of northern airstrips & supply bases across the outback of Australia and
by November 1941, the aerial supply route was dubbed the Brereton Route. This route extended
nearly 3600 miles from Brisbane to Java passing through Western Queensland, the Northern
Territory and Darwin. The Corporal in charge of the refueling crew at Cloncurry in November

10

Paul Legay Brereton, Australia told the author about this route in April 6, 2003 – this information can be accessed on Source Google.
A son of Paul’s grandfather's youngest brother Geoffrey Le Gay Brereton (named Robert Le Gay Brereton) was a fighter pilot in the
war. He was shot down in a flying battle over the English Channel and killed in action 31st August 1944. His older brother John Le
Gay Brereton, who became a Professor at Armidale University, New South Wales (died February 1976). He was also in the air force
and he married an American lady in June 1944. Her name was Florence Hatcher of Bloom, Kansas, U.S.A. In 2003, Florence was still
alive (aged 87) and living in Armidale.
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1942 described the Brereton Route as follows: You won't have any trouble finding your way to
Darwin. Just follow the trail of crashed Kittyhawks, you can't go wrong.
Following is an excerpt from an article on Paul Irvin Pappy Gunn regarding The Brereton Route
in Australia in WWII: Fighter aircraft and light bombers, originally destined for the Philippines were
diverted to Brisbane and Townsville. Once assembled, they would be flown west to Darwin (Base Section
One). From Brisbane they would fly 400 miles due west to Charleville, then continue a further 550 miles
to Cloncurry, still in Queensland. Aircraft assembled in Townsville would fly 400 miles directly to
Cloncurry. The next leg was a 500-mile hop to Daly Waters in the Northern Territory and then finally
the leg to Darwin. The following are details of 3 groups of aircraft that travelled to Darwin via Daly
Waters:
GROUP 1
In mid-February 1942, a group of 25 Kittyhawks left Amberley on their way to Perth to be
partially disassembled and placed on ships for Java. Major Pell of the 33rd Provisional (Pursuit)
Squadron led the second flight of 15 Kittyhawks. When they reached Port Pirie, Major Pell and
his group of 15 Kittyhawks were diverted to Darwin for convoy escort duty to Timor. They were
then to be ferried to Koepang in Java. One of his aircraft crashed while at Port Pirie, killing the
pilot and another 4 unserviceable aircraft were left behind. Only 12 of the Kittyhawks made it
to Daly Waters and of these only 10 made it to Darwin on 17 February, 1942.
GROUP 2
On Christmas Eve 1941, Paul Irving Pappy Gunn was ordered to fly a load of passengers from
the Philippines to Australia. Gunn made it through to Brisbane. On 20 January, 1942, twenty
crated P-40 Kittyhawks arrived in Brisbane. Gunn rounded up a crew of American and
Australian personnel and started to de-crate and assemble the Kittyhawks. More crated
Kittyhawks were due shortly on another ship. Gunn also rounded up 25 pilots from the 17th
Fighter Group who had recently arrived in Brisbane from the Philippines to help with the
Kittyhawk assembly. The Kittyhawks were fully assembled, and test flown by the end of
January 1942. On 16 February, 1942, 17 Kittyhawks, formed into two flights, and left Brisbane
to travel the Brereton Route via Charleville, Daly Waters to Darwin. Pappy Gunn led one of the
two flights in his Beechcraft (also known as a C-45). They arrived in Darwin 3 days later minus
3 Kittyhawks which had crashed along the way.
GROUP 3
On 8 March 1942, Captain James Selman took off from Williamstown airfield with 25
Kittyhawks of the 9th Pursuit Squadron of the 49th Fighter Group to traverse the Brereton Route
headed for Darwin. They travelled via Brisbane, where Lieutenants Bud Howk and John Sauber
were left behind with engine trouble. They arrived in Darwin several days later. The 23
remaining Kittyhawks staged through Charleville, where another two aircraft had mechanical
problems. 21 Kittyhawks then pressed on for Cloncurry, being led by a B-17 Flying Fortress.
There were two heavy landings at Cloncurry. Lieutenant Ed Smith's aircraft was written off. He
was not injured and he then became a passenger on the B-17 for the rest of the journey. Now
there were only 19 of the 25 Kittyhawks left to continue the next hop to Daly Waters on 14
March, 1942. During scattered thunderstorms, four Kittyhawks became separated and low on
fuel, they eventually landed on an isolated sheep station way off the Brereton Route. These four
aircraft were recovered later. The other 15 Kittyhawks managed to land at Daly Waters in
between passing rain storms. They radioed Melbourne again and were reminded that they must
reach Darwin as soon as possible. A three-day stopover at Daly Waters allowed much needed
repairs to their weary aircraft. On 17 March 1942, Lieutenant Spehr was on a test flight. He
attempted an aerobatic barrel roll at low altitude.
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Unfortunately, his engine stalled and his Kittyhawk crashed to the ground and burst into flames
not far from the airfield. Spehr was killed immediately and was buried in the small local
cemetery that evening. On 18 March, 1942, the remaining 14 aircraft headed off for the final leg
to Darwin. Yet another aircraft had mechanical problems and failed to take off. Hence 13 of the
original 25 Kittyhawks finally arrived in Darwin at midday on 18 March, 1942.
They received orders to start operational patrols immediately. On 19 March, 1942, the four lost
Kittyhawks who had landed at the sheep station, arrived in Darwin after a transport aircraft
had brought them some fuel. After an assessment of the damage at Darwin airfield caused by
the many Japanese bombing raids, it was decided to move the 9th Pursuit Squadron of the 49th
Fighter Group to Batchelor airfield, 50 miles south of Darwin. Unfortunately, there was another
serious accident at Daly Waters. 2nd Lieutenant Sid Woods made a crash landing on his arrival
at Daly Waters. The Kittyhawk was written off and Woods' injuries caused him to be
incapacitated for one month.
GROUP 4
On 5 June, 1942, Lieutenant Sells of the 9th Fighter Squadron of the 49th Fighter Group made a
forced landing in his Kittyhawk during a flight from Charleville to Cloncurry. He was following
the Brereton Route to Darwin. His engine overheated and he made a forced landing near the
small station of Longreach. The Kittyhawk was abandoned there.

17
Researched and written by Faye Brereton-Goodwin - April 2020 revision of 2015 history
email contact@breretonhistory.ca

